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INTRODUCTION 


TO 

WOODSTOCK. 


The busy period of the great Civil War was one in uhich tliA 
character and genius of different parties wei‘e most brilliantly 
displayed, and, accordingly, the iueidcnts which took place on 
either side were of a striking and extraordinary character, and 
afforded ample foundation for fictitious compositifin. The anther 
had in some measure attempted such in Dcveril of the Peak ; but 
the scene was in a remote part of the kingdom, and mingled 
with other national differences, which loft him still at liberty to 
glean another harvest out of so ample a storo. 

In these circumstances, some wonderful adventures 
happened at Woodstock in the year 1649, occurred to him liil 
something he had long ago read of, although he was unable to 
tell where, and of which the hint apg|carcd sufficient, althoiU^ 
doubUeA, it might have been much better handled if the eulli^ 
had not in the lajifle ofttipie, lost every thing like an aceuxiile 
recolledlon of the real story. 

It was not until about this period, namely, 1631, that theeu*' 
tlior, being called upon to WTite this Introduction, obtained A 
general accomit of what really happened upon tho maTveHeos 
occasion in question, in a work termed “ Tho Every-day 
published by Mr. Hone, and full of curious antiquarian reseaM||l^ . 
the object being to give a variety of original information 
ceming manners illustrated by curious instances, rarely to W 
found elsewhere. Among other matter, Mr. Hone quotes aqK • 
article from the British Magazine for 1747, in the iollowi^g 
wrord^ and which-is probably the document which tliC author fljT 
Woodstock had formerly perused, although he was unable 
refer to the source of his information. Tho tract is 
^ The Genuine History of the good Devil of Wo(#dbtock, faqijjli# 
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in tlio woridy in the year 1649, and never accounted for, or at 
all undmto^ to this time.*’ 

The teller of tide ^genuine liistory ” proceeds verbatim as fol- 
lows ; 

" Some original papers having lately fallen into my hands, 
under tlm name of * Authentic Memoirs o^thc Memorable' Jo- 
seph ColliDS of Oxford, commonly known by tlie name of Funny 
Joo, and now intended for the prewj,* I was extremely delighted 
to find in them a circumstanti^ and unquestionable account of 
the most famous of all invisible agents, so veil known in the 
year 1649, under the name of the Good Devil of Woodstock, and 
oven adored hy tlic people of tliat place, for the vexation and 
distress it occasionc'd some people they were not much pleased 
with. Ah this famous story, though rtdated a tliousond peo- 
ple, and attested in all its circumbtanccs, beyond all possibility 
of doubt, by people of rank, learning, and reputation, of Oxford 
and the adjacent towns, has never yi't been generally accounted 
for, or at all understood, and is perfectly cxplaim^d, in a manner 
that can admit of no doubt, in these papers, 1 could not refuse 
my readers the pleasure it gave me in reading/* 

Tlicrc is, therefore, no doubt that, in the year 1649, a number 
of 'jncidcntB, supjKiscd to be supernatural, took place at tlic King's 
palace of Woodstock, which the Commissioners of I’arliament 
iMfre then and there endeavouring to dilapidate and dostroj. 

account of this by the Commibsioners themselves, or under 
thair authority, was repeatedly publislicd, and, in particular, is 
UMRrted as relation sixth of Satan’s Invisible World Discovered, 
hlf^Geoige Sinclair, Professor of Philosophy in Glasgow, an ap- 
|i|NKVed collector of buch tales. 

Xt was the object of neither of the great political parties of that 
to discredit this narrative, which gave great satisfactioD both 
MW* cavaliers and roundheads ; the former conceiving that the 
IWNMe given to the demons, was in consequence of the impious 
domcracion of tlio King’s fumituro and apartments, so that tlie 
sfttsens of Woodstock almost adored the supposed spirits, as 
aiMgers of the cause of royalty ; wliile the friends of the Par- 
Ipuneaiy on the other hand, imputed to the mahee of the fiend 
'^Sie obbtruetion of the pious work, aa they judged that which they 
:jMui in hand. 

At Uie risk of prolonging a curious quotation, I include a page 
'Ig two from Mr. Hone’s Every-day Book. 

The honourable the Coniinissioners arrived at Woodstock 
Miouse, October 13th, and took up their residence in the 
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Cinq's own rooms. His Majesty's bedehtaibtfr they made their 
utelien, the couiicll-hall their pantry^ and tift preaenoe-chamher 
ivas the place ^hero they sat for dispatch of boidiieH. His Ma- 
jesty’s diiiin/r-ruom tlicy made their wood-yard, and stowed it 
with no oUicr wood but that of the famous Royal Oak from the 
High Park, wliicli, that nothing might bo left with the name of 
the King about it, they had dug up by tho roots, and bundled up 
into fagots for their firing. 

October 16th. This day they first sat for the dispatch of 
husiiiebs. In the midst of their first debate thero entered a large 
black dog, (as tliey thought,} which made a torriblo howling, 
overturned two or tliico of tht‘ir eliairs, and doing some other 
damage, w'eiit under the bed, and thero gnawed tho cords. The 
door this wiiilo continued coiistaiitly shut, when, after some two 
or three hours, Giles Sharp, their secretary, looking under tiie 
bed, perceived that the creature w'as vanished, and that a plate 
of meat that tho servants had hid tlicro was untouched, and 
showing them to their honours, they were all c6nYinced there 
could be no real dog concerned in the case ; the said Giles also 
deposed oil oath, that, to Ids certain knowledge, there was not. 

“ October 1 7th. As tliey were thij^ day sitting at dinner in a 
lower room, tlio} licard jilainly the noise of persoiis walking over 
head, though they well knew the doors were all locked, and there 
could bo none there. Presently after they heard also ail tiio 
wood of the King's Oak brought hy parcels from the dining* 
room, and thrown with great violence into the jiresence-chamber, 
as also tho chairs, stools, tables, and other furniture, forcihfy 
hurled about the room, their own papers of the minutes of tbdr 
transactions torn, and tho ink-glass broken. When all this bad 
some time ceased, ,tlio said Giles proposed to enter first into time 
rooms, and, in presence of the Commissioners, of whom he reoai* 
ved the key, ho opened the door and entered the room, tlitSv 
honours following him. He there found the wood strewed ahttipli 
the room, the chairs tossed about and broken, the papers tovn^ 
and the ink -glass broken over them all as they liad heaH, yet JUtb 
footsteps appeared of any person whatever being there, nor had' 
the doozs ever been opened to admit or let out any persons sine# 
ihw honours were last there. It was therefore voted, ncm. ooa,^ . 
that the person who did this miscliief could have entered 
other way tlian at the key-hole of the said doors. * 

, la the night following this same day, the said Giles and 
ollm of the Commissioners’ servants, as they were iii bcil in 
same room with their honours, had their bed’s feet lifted ' 



6 


IKTBODUCTION TO 


much higher than HMdr headh, that they expected to have their 
nodes broken, and then tliey i^ere let fall at once with such vio- 
lence as diook them up from the hod to a good distance ; and 
ibis was repeated many times, their honours being amazed spec- 
tators of it* In the morning tlie bedsteads were found cracked 
and broken, and the said Giles and his fellows declared they were 
sore to the bones with the htssing and jolting of the beds. 

" October iSltli. As they were all in bed together, the candles 
were all blown out together with a sulphurous smell, and in- 
stantly many trcncliers of wood were hurled about the room ; 
and one of them putting his head above the clothes, had not less 
than six thrown at him, whicli wounded him very grievously. In 
the morning tlie trenchers were all found lying about the room, 
and were observed to be the same they had eaten on the day 
before, none being found remaiumg in the pantry. 

** October 20th. This night the candles were put out as be- 
fore ; the curtams of the bed in w'hicli their honours lay, wcn‘ 
drav^n to and fro many times with great violence : their honours 
received many cruel blows, and were much bruised beside, witli 
eight great pewter dishes, and three dozen wooden trenchers, 
which were thrown on the bed, and afterwards heard roUmg 
about the room. 

Many times also this night they heard tlie forcible falling of 
many fagots by their bed'^ide, but in the morning no fagots were 
found there, no dishes or trenchers vrere there seen either ; and 
tiie aforesaid Giles attests, that by their different arranging in 
the pantry, they had assuredly been taken thence, and after put 
there again. 

October 21 st. The keeper of their ordinary and his hitch 
with thorn : This night they had no disturbance. 

October 22. Candles put out as before. They had the said 
bheh with them again, but were not by that protected ; the bitch 
aot up a very piteous cry; the clothes of their beds w'ere all 
lulled off, and the bricks, without any wind, were thrown off the 
' chimney tops into the midst. 

October 24. The candles put out as before. They thought 
,aU the wood of the King's Oak was violently thrown down by 
'Ihcir bedsides; they counted sixty -four fagots that fell with 
great violence, and some hit and shook the bed.— hut in the 
' jaomiiig none were found there, nor the door of the room opened 
l^wluch the said fagots were. 

F OetoV<T 25. The candles put out as before. The cartaina of 
I had ill the drawing-room were many times forcibly drawn; 
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tile wood thrown out as before ; a terrible crMk Uba thunder was 
heard ; and one of the servants, running to mm if his master was 
not killed, found, at his return, tiireo dozen trenfilwn laid smooth- 
ly upon hiB bed under tlie quilt. 

October 26. The beds were shaken as before, the windows 
seemed all broken to pieces, and glass fell in vast qiiantiiiss sll 
about tlio room, in the morning tlicy found the windows all 
whole, but the floor strewed with broken glass, which they ga- 
thered and laid by. 

^ Ortuher 29. At midnight candles went out as before, some- 
thing walked majestically through the room and opened and shut 
tlic window; gi*eat stonob were thrown violently into the room^ 
some whereof fell on the beds, otlicrs on the floor ; and about n 
quarter after one, a noise was heard as of forty cannon d)scharge^ 
together, and again rep(*ated at about eight minutes' distance. 
This alarmed and raised all the neighbourhood, who, eommg into 
their honour’s room, gathered up the groat stones, fourscore in 
number, many of them hke common pebbles and boulters, and 
laid them by, where they are to be st^on to this day, at a corner 
of the adjoining field. This noise, like the discharge of cannon, 
W'as heard tliroughout the country for sixteen miles round. Dur- 
ing these noises, which were heard in both rooms together, both 
the Commissioners and their servants gave one anotlier ovdt for 
lost, and cned out fi^r help ; and Giles Sharp, snatching up a 
bword, liad wellnigh killed one of their honours, taking him for 
the spirit as he came in liis shirt into the room. Wlule they 
w'cre together, the noise was contiiiued, and part of the tiling ^ 
the house, and all the windows of an upper room, wore tahen 
away with it. 

" October 30. Something walked into the chamber, treadii^ 
like a hear: it walked many times about, then threw the waxm* 
ing-pan violently upon the floor, and so bruised it, that it wee 
spoiled. Vast quantities of glass were now thrown about tba 
room, and vast numbers of great stones and horses’ bones were 
throwm in ; these were all found in the morning, and the floors, 
bods, and walls were all much damaged by tiie violence they 
were thrown in. 

" November 1. Candles were placed in all parts of the room, 
wd a great fire made. At midnight, the candles all yet burh- 
iag, a noise like the burst of a camion was heard in the room, 
and the burning billots were tossed all over the mom aiid about, 
the beds ; and had not their honours called in Giles and his 
low^ the house liad assuredly been burnt. An hour after tHB 
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candles went oat, as nsual, tlie clack of many cannon beard, 
and many pailf^ of green stinking ^ater wcro thrown on tlioir 
honours in bed; great stones wore als^i thrown in as before, the 
bed-eartslns and bedsteads tom and broken : tlic windows wem 
now all resRy broken, and the wdiolo neighbourhood alarmed 
with thu noises ; nay, the very rahbit-stealors, that were abroad 
that night in the warren^ were so fnglitened at the dismal thun- 
dering, that tlic} fled for fear and left tlieir ferrets behind them. 

** One of their honours this night spoke, and in the name of GimI 
askofl what it was, and why it disturbed them so ? No answer was 
given to tliis ; but the noise ceased for a while, when the s]>irit came 
again, and as they all agreed, brought with it seven devils worse 
than itself. One of the servants now lighted a large candle and set 
it in the doorway between the two chambers, to see what ]>assed ; 
and as he* watchod it, he plainly saw a hoof striking the candle 
and candlestick into the middle of the room, and aftcrw ards making 
tlireo scrapes over the snuif of the caudle, to scrape it out. Upon 
this, the same jierson was so bold as to draw a sw'urd ; but he had 
flcarcc got it out, w hen he perceived anotlier invisible hand had 
hold of it too, and pulled with him for it, an<l at last prevailing, 
struck him so violently on the head with the pommel, that he 
fell down for dead w'lth the blow*. At this instant was heard an- 
othef burst like the discliarge of the broadside of a ship of war, 
and at about a minute or two’s distance each, no less than nine- 
teen more Bucli : these shook the house so violently, that they 
expected e^ery moment it would fall upon their heads. The 
neighbours on this w'ero all alarmed, and, ruiiiiiiig to tlie house, 
they all joined in prayer and psalm-singing, during which the 
noise continued iu the other rooms, and the discliarge of cannon 
ivithout, though nobody was there.” 

'Dr. Plot concludes his relation of this memorable event f with 
olMerving, tliat, though tricks have often been played in affairs of 
ibis kind, many of these things are not reconcilable with jugg- 
ling ; such as, 1st, The loud noises beyond the puw'er of man to 
make, witliout instruments which were not there ; 2d, The tear- 
ing and breaking of the beds ; 3d, The throwing about the Are ; 
4th, The hoof treading out the candle ; and, 5th, The striving for 
the sword, and the blow the man received from tbo pommel of it. 

To show how great men are sometimes deceived, we may re- 
cur to a tract, entitled << The Secret HUtory of the Good I^evii of 

. * Probably this part was also played by Sharp, who wai the tegular shaft- 
j|||r of the partr 

la hif Natanl History of Oxfordshire. 
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iroorfj«#ocfc,” in >ve find it, under the anthor’s own hand, 

tliat lie, JoM'pli Collins, commonly called Funny Joe, uaa him- 
self this voi*} do\ il ; — that, under the feigned name of Giles 
Sharp, he lured liiinaoli' as a servant to the CommissioiierB 
that hy the ludp of two iricnds— an unknown trapdoor in the 
culling of the buMl-chainber — and a ]Hmiid of common gunpowder, 
he played all these e.\traonlinar\ tneks h> liimRilf; — ^that fals 
fellow-Borvaiits, whom In- had introduced on pin]>ose to assist 
hiin, liad lifted up their own beds, and that ilie canrllea wore 
contrived, a cuiiiiuon trick of gunpowder, to be extinguished 
at a certain tiiiio. 

Tin dog who began the farce was, as Joe sw'ore, no dog at all, 
but tiuly a bitch, who had Hliortly before whelped in that room, 
and made all this disturhauoe in seeking for lier puppies ; and 
which, when she had served liis purpose, h*' (Jw* Shaip, or Col- 
lins) let out, and then looked for. The story of the hoof and 
bW'ord he hmibolf bore witness to, and was never su'»pe(*ted as to 
the truth of tiu-ni, though mere fictions. Jiy the. trapdoor his 
friends let down stones, fagots, glass, w'ater, £cc , which they 
<>ithcr left there, or drew up again, as best miited lus pur|)Oso ; 
and by this way let thoinsclvcH in and out, without o^ioniiig the 
doors, or going through the kcj^ holes; and all the noises de- 
scribed, ho declares he inado by placing quantities of white gun- 
powder over pieces of burning ehai'coal, on plates of tin, which, 
as they melted, exfiloded with a violent noise. 

1 am very hajipy in having an opportunity of sotting history 
right about these I'cmarkable events, and would not have tho 
reader disbelieve iny author's account of them, from his naming 
either white giinpowder exploding when melted, or his making 
the earth about tho pot take fire of its ow-n accord ; since, how- 
ever improbable these accounts may ajipear to some readers, and 
whatever secrets tlic} might be iii Joe's time, they are now well 
known in chemistry. As to the last, there needs only to mix an 
equal quantity of iron filings, finely i>owdered, and powder of 
pure brimstone, and make them into a paste with fair water. 
This paste, whtm it hath lam togctlier about twenty-six hours, 
will of itself take fire, and bum all tlie sulphur away wdth a blue 
flame and a bad smell. Fur the others, what he calls white 
gunpowder is plainly the thundering pow'der called by our che- 
mists pulvis fulminans. It is composed of three parts of salt- 
petre, two parts of pearl ashes or salt of tartar, and one part of 
flower of brimstone, mixed together and beat to a fine powder ; 
* snudl quantity of this held on the noint of a knife over 
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candle* will not go off till it melt, and then it gives a report like 
that of a pistol ; and this he might easily dispose of in larger 
quantities, so as to make it explode of itself, while he, the said 
Joe, was with his masters. 

Such is the explanation of the ghostly adventures of Wood- 
stock, as transferred by Mr. llono from the pages of the old 
tract, termed tlio Authentic Memoirs of tlie inomurahle Joseph 
Collins of Oxford, whose courage and loyalty weie tin' only 
wizards w'liich eonjured up those strange and surprising appari- 
tions and works ol spirits, w'hich passed as unquestionable in the 
eyes of the l^arliamciitary Commissioners, of Dr. Plot, and other 
authors of credit. The faltninam^ the secret principle he 
made use of, is now known to every a]>otheeary'H apprentice. 

If iiiy memory he not treacherous, the actor of these wonders 
made use of his skill in hre-works upon the following remarkable 
occasion. The Commissioners bad not, in their zeal for tlie pub- 
lic service, overlooked thedr own private interests, and a deed 
was drawn up upon parchment, recording the share and nature 
oi the advantagt's which they privately agreed to concede to 
each other; at the same time, they were, if seems, loth to in- 
trust to any one of their number the keeping of a document in 
which all w ere equally concerned. 

They hid the written agreement within a flower-pot, iii w'hich 
a shrub concealed it from the e^cs of any chance spectator. But 
the rumour of the aiiparitions liaving gone abroad, curiosity 
drew many of the neighbours to Woodstock, and some in parti- 
cular, to whom the knowledge of tins agreement would have 
afforded matter ^if scandal ; as the Commissioners received those 
guests m the saloon where the flower-pot was placed, a match 
was suddenly set to some flre-works placed there by Sliarp the 
secretary. The flower-pot burst to pieces with the concussion, or 
was prepared so as to explode of itself, and the contract of the 
Commissioners, bearing testimony to their private roguery, was 
thrown into tin* midst of tlie visitors asse^mbled. If 1 have recol- 
lected this incident accurately — ^for it is more tiian forty years 
since I perused tlie tract — it is probable, that in omitting it from 
the novel, 1 may also have passed over, from want of memory, 
other matters which might have made an essential addition to 
the story. Notiiing, indeed, is more certain, than that incidents 
which are real, preserve an mfinite advantage in works of this 
nature over such as are fictitious. The tree, however, must remain 
where it has fallen. 

Having occasion to be in London in October 1831, 1 made 
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some r(*scarclicB in the Bniish Museum, and in that rich collec- 
tion, with the kind asbistancc of tlic Keepers, who manage it with 
so iniieli credit to themscl\ os and arlvantage to the public, 1 re- 
covered two original paniplilcts, which contain a full account of 
the phenomena at Woodstock in 164!) * The first is a satirical 
])oeni, puhlibhed in that year, nhich plamly shows thatdhc legend 
was current among the pf‘ 0 }.le m the very shape in which it was 
afterwards made public. 1 ha^e not foimd the (‘xpUiiation of 
Joe Collins, winch, as mentioned by Mr. Iloxio, rcsohes the whole 
into confederacy. It might, howt*ver, be recovered by a stricter 
search than 1 had leibure for. In the meantime, it maj be ob- 
her^ed, that neither tlio name of Joe (Vllins, nor Sliaqi, occurs 
among tlu‘ dranoitt^ ]n’no7ht given iii tliosi tracts, publislied 
when lie niiglit ha\e been endangered by any thing wiiieb ilireeted 
suspicion towards bun, at least in 1649, and perliaps might have 
f'xposed him to danger even in 1660, from the malice of a power- 
ful though defeated lacliou. 


Isl August JS3:?. 


* See Ap]>vndix 
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THE WOODSTOCK SCCFFLE; 


MOvr DREADFITl.L \rPAUI HONS lll\l W LRE L\TKU SLENb IN Till 
MWNOK-lfOtsL OF NSOODaTOl'K, UF OM ORl>, TO IIIL (.HI KT 
JintROIl AM) N\ ONDlUin L. \MA/rMLNl OI KhL TIILKi: 'ill M' IMO 
HI: HOLD Till' 31. 


fPiiiitcil m till Mtr Kily 4to ] 

It V ore a viniulrr if one unites, 

Ainl not of 3>oiulers ami stiaiij^e siafhtb; 
J-'or e\’ry when* such iliiii{;s utfrij^hta 
Poore iKHiple, 

That men are o\ 'ii at their 3\ its’ cud ; 

CJofl jiidf^inents e\’r\ where doth scud. 
Ami }et we doirt our livus inneiid, 

But tij'ple, 

And swearo, and he, and elieat, and , 

Because the w’orld hliall drow ii no nioru, 
As if no judgments were in store 
But water; 

But by the atorics wliidi 1 tell, 

Yoq'II heare of terrors come fi-om hell, 
And tires, and sliapes most terrible 
Fur matter. 
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Tt Ih not long Siinre that a child 
Spake from the ground in a large field. 
And made the people almoHt wild 

That heard it. 

Of winch there is a printed hook, 
Wlit'reiii each man the truth may look , 
If children speak, the matter's took 
For verdict. 

But tins is stranger than that voice, 

'fhe wonder's greater, and tin* noyso ; 
And tilings appearc to men, not bo^ es. 
At , 

Whore had onc<‘ a bow er. 

To keep her fri>m Queen ICltnovr^ 

And had escap'd lier poys’iious power 
By good-luck. 

But fate had otherwise decrc^ed. 

And Woftd stock Manner saw a deed, 
AV'hich is m IloUiushed or Hi***ed 
Chro-nicled ; 

But neither Ifothnshed nor 
Nor no historians such things show. 
Though in them won dors wo well know 
Aro pickled ; 

For nothing else is history 
But pickle <;f antiquity, 

Wheiv things are kept in memory 

From stincking. 

Which othcrw'aics would ha>c lain dead. 
As in oblivion buried. 

Which now you may call into liead 

With thinking. 

The dreadfull story, which is true. 

And now committed unto view. 

By better pen, had it its due. 

Should sec light. 

But 1, contented, doe indite. 

Not things of wit, but things of right ; 
You can*t expect tliat things that fright 
Should delight. 
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O hearken, therefore, liarke and shake ! 
My very pen and hand doth quake ! 

'While 1 the true relation make 

O’ th’ wondc'r. 

Which liath long time, and still appearcs 
(Tnto the State’s Commissioners, 

And puts them m their beds to feAres 
From under. 

Tliey come, gc»od men, imploi'd by th’ State, 
To sell the lands of Charles the late. 

And there they lay, and long did waite 
For chapmen. 

You may have easy pen ’worths, w'oocLs, 
Lands, ven'sun, houbeholdstuf, and goodb ; 
The^ little thought of dogs that wou’d 

TJiere snap -men. 

Hut when they'd sup’d, and fully fed. 

They set up rc'mnants and to bod. 

Where scarce tliey had laid down a head 
To slumber, 

Bui that their beds were hea\'d on high , 
They thought some dog under did lie. 

And meant i’ th’ chamber (he, fie, fie,) 

To scumber. 

Some thought the cunning cur did mean 
T< » eat their mutton (which W'as loan) 
Reserv’d for breakfast, for the men 
Were thrifty ; 

And up one rises in his shirt. 

Intending the slie cur to hurt. 

And forty thrusts made at him for't. 

Or fifty. 

But empty came his sword again. 

He found he thrust but all in vain ; 

The mutton safe, bee went amain 
To's fellow. 

And now (assured all was well) 

The bed again began to sw^ell. 

The men were frighted, and did smell 
O’ th' yellow. 
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From hoavin^, now tlio eioaths it pluokt 
Tho men, for fearo, toi^‘ther stuck, 

An«l in their sweat each other duck’t. 

They wished 

A thousand times that it were day ; 

'Tib sure the di\el] ! Let us pray. 

The\ pray'd ainaui ; and, aa tlicy say, 

«■ * « 

Aproach of day did cloere the doubt. 

For all devotions were run out. 

They now waxt strong and something stout ; 

Ono peaked 

Under the bed. but nought w'as there ; 

Hoe view’d the chamber ev’ry where. 
Nothing apear’d but what, for feare. 

They leaked. 

Their stomachs then return’ll apacis 
They hiimd the mutton in the place. 

And fell unto it with a grace. 

They laughed 

Each at the other’s pannick fean*. 

And each his bed-fellow did jeere. 

And liaving sent for ale and boere. 

They quaffed. 

And then aViroad the summons went. 
Who’ll buy king’s-land o’ th’ Parliament ? 
A paper-book cemtein'd the rent. 

Winch lay there ; 

That did contein the sevcrall formes, 
Quit-rents, knight services, and armes ; 
Uut tliat Hiey camo not iu by swarmes 
To pay there. 

Night doth invite to bed again. 

The grand Commissioners were lain. 

But then the thing did heave amain. 

It busied. 

And with great edamor fil’d their eares. 

The noyse was doubled, and their feares ; 
Nothing was standing bnt their baires. 
They nuzled, 

TlftArai^ra lorkrttKaa 
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Oft were the blankets puPd, the sheete 
Was closely twin’d betwixt their feetc^ 

It seems the spirit was discreeto 
And civil]. 

Wliicrh makoB tho pooro Commissioners 
Fearo they shall pet but small arreares. 
And tliat there’s yet fur cavaliers 
One divell. 

They cast about whnt best to doc ; 

Next day they would to wisemen goe. 

To neighb’nng towns som 0001^ to know' ; 

For schollars 

Come not to Woodstock, as before. 

And Allen’s dead as a na>lc-doore. 

And so’s old John (eclep'd the poore) 

Ills follower ; 

Hake Oxford o're, there’s not a man 
That ra} so or lay a spirit can. 

Or use tlie circle*, or tlio w’and. 

Or eoiijuro ; 

Or can say (Boh!j unto a divell, 

Ur to a goose that is uncivil]. 

Nor where Keimboltoii purg’d out evill, 

’Tis sill sure. 

There were two villages hard by. 

With teachers of presbytery. 

Who knew the house was iiidiously 
ile-pcstred ; 

But ’lasso ! their new divinity 
Is not bo deop, or not so high ; 

Their witts doe (as their mcancs did) lie 
Sctj^uestred ; 

But Master Joffman was the wight 
Which was to exorcise the apnght ; 
llee’Il preach and pray you day and night 
At pleasure. 

And by that painfull gainfoii trade. 

He hath himselfe full wealthy made ; 
Great store of guilt he bath, ’tis said. 

And treasure. 
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But no intreaty of his friends 
Could get him to the house of fiends^ 
lie came not over for such ends 

From Dutch-land 

But worse divinty hec brought. 

And hath us reformation taught. 

And, with our money, he hath bought 
Him much land. 

Had tlie old parsons preached still, 

The div’l should nev’r have liad his wil , 
But those that had or art or skill 
Are outed ; 

And those to whom the powV was giv’n 
Of driving spirits, are out-ilriv'n ; 

Their colledges dispos’d, and livings. 

To grout-heads 

There was a justice who did boast, 

Hee had an great a gift almost, 

Wlio did desire him to accost 

This evill ; 

But hec would not employ his gifts. 

But found out many sleights and shifts : 
Hee had no prayers, nor no snifts. 

For th’ divell. 

Some other way tliey cast about. 

These brought him in, Biey throw not out 
A woman, great with child, will do’t ; 

They got one. 

And she V th’ room that night must lie ; 
But when the thing about did flic. 

And broke the windows furiously 

And hot one 

Of the contractors o’re the head. 

Who lay securely in his bed. 

The woman, shee-affrighted, fled 
* ♦ 

And now they lay the cause on her. 

That e’re that night the thing did stir. 
Because her selfe and grandfather 

Were Papists; 

VOI*. XXI. B 
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They must bo harnea-regcncrate, 

(A llans en Kelder of tlie state. 

Which was in reformation gatt,) 

They said, whicii 

Doth make the divcll stand in awe, 

I'ull in his huriies, his hoof, his claw ; 
But lla^ mg none, tlie^ did m draw 

* * « 

But in the night there was such worke, 
The spirit swraggered like a Turke ; 

The bitch had Bjii’d whore it did lurkc, 
And howk'fl 

In such a w'ofull manner, that 
Their very hearts went pit a pat ; 


The stately rooms, where kings once la\ ; 
But the contractors shew *d the w ay 
But mark what now 1 tell you, pray, 

’Tis worth it 

That book I told you of before, 

Wherein were tenants written store, 

A register for many more 

Not forth \ et , 

That very book, as it did lie. 

Took of a flame, no mortall eye 
Seeing one jot of fire thereby. 

Or taper ; 

For all tho candles about flow. 

And those tliat burned, burned blew'. 
Never kept soldiers such a doe 
Or vaper. 

The book tlius burnt and none knew how. 
The poore contractors made a vow' 

To worke no more 5 this spoil'd their plow 
In that place. 

Some other part o’ th* house they’ll find, 
To which the dcvill hath no mind. 

But hee, it Beems, is not inclin’d 

With tiiat grace ; 
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Rut other pranks it elseulierc. 

An 4 )ake there was sfootl inaii\ a yoere, 
Of ffoodJy growtli aa any 

Was hewn down, 

WIneh into fe well- wood was rut. 

And some into a wood -pile put, 

Rut It was hurled all ubf>ut 

And thrown do\»n 

111 sundry formes it doth appeart'; 

Now like a frraspiiifr claw to teare; 

Now like a dog; aiiuti a beare 

1 1 tumble-^ ; 

AikI all the windows battered are, 

No man the tpiai^ter enter dcirc‘ ; 

All men (except the glasier) 

Doe grumble 

Once in the hkonesse of woman. 

Of stature much above the eoinmoii, 
’Twaa heeiie, but spak a word to no man, 
And vaiJisird 

‘Tis thought the ghost of Mmi#‘ good wifi* 
Whose husband was depriv'd of life. 

Her chihlreii clu'ated, land m strih^ 

She bamst. 

No man can tell the cause of those 
t>o wondrous dreadfull outrages ; 

Yet if upon ^oursiniie you please 
To diseaiit, 

You'le find our actions out doe hell's ; 
i > wring your hands and cease the bells, 
liepeutance must, or nothing else 

Appease can't. 
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No. Jl. 

THE JUST DEVIL OF WOODSTOCK ; 


A TRUE NARRATIVE OF THE SEVERAL APPARmONS, THE FRIGHTS 
AND PUNISHMENTS, INFLICTED UPON THE RUMPISII COMMISSION* 
EKS SENT THITHER TO SURVEY THE MANNOliS AND HOUSES BE- 
LONG I NO TO HIS MAJESTIC. 

[London, printed in the year ](!6i> 4to ] 

The names of the jtersons in the ensuintf Narratite mentioned, 
irUh others. 

Captain Cockaino. Captain Roe. 

Captain Hart. Mr. Crook, the Lawyer. 

Captain Croola Mr. Browne, the Surveyor 

Captain Carelesbc\ 

Their three Servants. 

Their Ordinary-keeper, and others. 

The Gate-keeper, with the Wife and Servants. 

Besides many more, who each night heard the noise; as Sir 
Gerrard Fleetwood and his lad\, W'ith his family, Mr. Hyans, 
with hb family, and several others, who lodged in the outer 
courts; and during the three last nights, the inhahitants of 
Woodstock town, and other neighbor villages. 

And there were many more, both divines and others, who 
came out of the country, aud from Oxford, to see the glass and 
stones, and other stuffe, tlie devil had brought, wlierewitb to 
lieat out the Commissioners; the marks upon some walls remain, 
and many, this to testifie. 

THE PREFACE TO THE ENSVINQ NARRATIVE. 

Since it hath pleased the Almighty God, out of fab infinite 
mercy, so to make us happy, by restoring of our native Ring to 
UB^ and us unto our native liberty through him, that now the 
good may say, fMigna teffijporum fidUMaM sentire qucp relis, et 
tiieen licet qua sentias, we cannot hut esteem rarselveB enga^ 
In the high^ of degrees, to render unto him the highest thanks 
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ue can express. Altliough, surpris'd with joy, we become as 
lost in the performance ; when i^ludiiess and admiration strikes 
us silent, as we look back upon the prccipiece of our late condi- 
tion, and those miraculous deliverances beyond expression. 
Freed from the slavery, and those desperate i)cnls, we dayly 
lived 111 fear of, during the tyrannical times of that detestable 
usurper, Oliver Cromwell; he who bad raked up such judges, 
os would wrest the must iiinocimt language into high tn^ason, 
when he had the cruel eonHcicnce to take aw'ay our lives, upon 
no other ground of justice or reason, (the stones of Loudon 
streets would rise to witness it, if all the citizens were silent.) 
And with these judges had such councillors, as could advise him 
unto worse, which will less want of witness. For should the 
many au^tors be silent, the press, (as God would have it,) hath 
given it us in pruit, where one of them (and his conscience>kccper, 
too,) speaks out. What shall we do with these men ^ saith he ; 
u^ger int^m^^frans crudeUm facit medteum^ ct immedicediUe rulnHS 
€fU 6 rccidendum. Who those men are that should be brought to 
such Scicihan vespers, the former page sets fortli-^those which 
conceit Vtopia»^ and have their day-dreams of the return of, 
1 know not wliat golden age, with the old line. What usage, 
when such a privy councillor had power, could he expect, who 
then had published this narrative ? This nmcli so plainly showh 
the devil himself dislikt their doings, (so much more bad were 
tliey than he would have them be,) severer sure tlian was the 
devil to their Commissioners at Woodstock ; for he warned them, 
with dreadful noisos, to drive them from their w'ork. This coun- 
cillor, writhout more ado, would liavc all who retain'd conceits ot 
allegiance to their soveraign, to be absolutely cut off by the 
usurper's sword. A sad sentence for a loyal party, to a lawful 
King. But Heaven is alw^ays just ; the party is repriv’d, and do 
acknowledge the hand of God in it, as is rightly applyM, and bs 
justly sensible of their deliverance in that the foundation which 
the counoellor saith was already so well laid, is now tamed up, 
and what he calls day-dreams are come to passe. That old line 
which (as with him) there seemed, alufkid diriai, to the contrary 
is now restored. And that rock which, as he saith, the prelates 
and all their adherents, nay, and their master and supporter, too, 
with his posterity, have split themselves upon, is nowhere to 
be heard. And that posterity are safely arrived in their ports, 
and maatem of that mighty navy, their enemies so much encreased 
to keep them out with. The eldest sits upon the throne, his place 
by birthright and desoent. 
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“ ParatuTTiquc rt-Rit Patni<t \ irtutihun orbem 

^hich throne loni* may he ait, and reigTi m peace. That by 
hi« just govmiinent, tlio eiiemiea of ours, the true Protestant 
Church, of that glorious luartjr, our late sovereign, and of his 
royal posterity, may Iks citlu^r absolutely converted, or utterly 
confounded. 

If any shall now ask thee wliy this narrative was not sooner 
published, as neorer to the times wherein the things were acted, 
he hath the reason for it lu the former lines ; which will the mori' 
clearly appear unto his apprehension, if he shall perjieiul how 
much cruelty is requisite to the maintenance of rebellion ; and 
how great care is necessary iti the supporters, to obviate and 
divert the smallest things that tend to the uublmdiiig of the ]>eople ; 
so that it needs will follow, that they must havo accounted tins 
amongst the great obstructions to thtur sales of his nmjestie's 
lands, the devil not joining with tliem lu the security ; and greater 
to the pulluig down the royal pallaces, whcui tlieir chapmen should 
conceit tlie devil would liauiit them in their houses, for building 
with so ill got materials ; as no doubt but tliat br^ hath, so nume- 
rous and ooiifidont are tho relations made of the same, though 
scarce any so totally remarkeable as this, (if it be not tliat others 
have been more concealed,) m regard of the strange cireum- 
staiices as long continuances, but esp<*cia11y the number of the 
persons together, to whom all tilings were so visibly both seen 
and done, so that surely it exceeds any other; for tho devils 
thus niaiiifesting tlienihidves, it appears evidently tliat there arc 
such things as devils, to persecute the wicked in tliis world as in 
tlu* next. 

Now, if to tliese wore ailded the diverse reall phantasms seen 
at Wliito-Hall m CnimwelPs times, which caused him to keep 
such mighty guai'ds in and about his bedchamber, and yet so oft 
to change bis lodgings. If those things done at Saint James\ 
where the devil ho joaFd tlie centinels against the aiders of the 
queen’s cliappell dooi's, that some of them fell sick upon it ; and 
others, not taking waruMg by it, kild one outright, whom they 
httcied in the place ; and all other such dreadful things, Uiose 
that Inhabited the royal houses have been affrighted with. 

And if to these were likewise added, a relation of all those 
regicides and their abettors the devil hath entred intc, as he did 
the Gadareuee’ swine, with so many more of tliom who hath fallen 
mad, and dyed in hideous forms of such distractions, that which 
hatli been of Uua witliin these 12 last years in England, (should 
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all of this nature our chronicles do tell, with all the superstitioiLi 
monks have writ, be put together,) would make the greater 
volume, and of more strange occurrents. 

And now as to the penman of this narrative, know tliat he was 
a di\ine, and at the time of those things acted, \^hich are here 
related, the ministor and schoolmaster of Woodstf»ck; a person 
learned and disercet, not byassed witli factions humours, his 
name Widows, who each day put m writing what ho heard trom 
their niouthes, (and such things as they told to ha\ o hefallen 
them the night before,) therein keeping to their own words ; and, 
never tliinking that what he had writ should happen to be maile 
publiek, gave it no better dress to set it forth. And because to 
do it now shall not be construed to change the story, the reader 
hath it here accordingly exposed. 

THE JUST DEVIL Or WOODSTOCK. 

The 16th day of October , in the year of our Lord, the 

Commissioners fur surveying and >a)n]ng his majestie\ maniior 
house, parks, woods, deer, demesnes, and all thiu^ thereunto 
belonging, by name Captain Crook, Captain Hart, Captain Cock- 
atnc, Captain Garelesse, and Captain lloc, their messenger, willi 
Mr. Browne, their secretary, and two or throe servants, went 
from Woodstock towm, (where they had lain some nights beftire,) 
and took up their lodgings in his majestie's house after this man- 
ner ; The bedehamber and withdrawing-room they both lodged 
in and made their kitchen | the prcsence-chambi i thuir room for 
dispatch of their business with commers ; of the council-hall 
thidr brew-house, as of the cUning-room their wood-house, where 
they laid in the clefts of that autient standard in the lligh-Paxk, 
for many ages beyond memory known by the name of the King's 
Oak, which they liad clioscn out, and caused to be dug up by the 
roots. 

October 17. About the middle of the night, these new guests 
were first awaked by a knocking at the presence-chamber door, 
which they also conceived did open, and something to enter, 
which came through the room, and also woikt about that^rooni 
with a heavy step during half an hour, then crept under the bed 
where Captain Hart and Captain Garelesse lay, where it did seem 
(as it were) to bite and gnaw the mat and bed-coards, as if it 
would tear and rend the feather beds ; which having done a while, 
then would heave a while, and rest ; then heave them up again 
in the bed more hig^ than it did before, aometime on one 
fiid^ aometime on the other, as if it had tried which captain ms 
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hcavleit. Thus having heavod some half an hour, from thence 
it wilki oat and ucnt under the servants’ bed, and did the like 
to tbesa ; hence it walkt into a withdrawing-room, and there did 
the same to all who lodged there. Thus liaving welcomed them 
for more than two hours’ space, it walkt out as it came in, and 
shut the outer dof>r again, but with a clap of some mightie force. 
These guests were in a sweat all this while, but out of it falling 
into a sleep again, it became morning first before they spake their 
minds ; then would they have it to be a dog, yet they described 
it more to the hkcncsse of a great bear ; so fell to the examin- 
ing imdor the beds, whore, fiinling only tlie mats scracht, but 
the bed-coards whole, and Ihe quarter of beef which lay on the 
floor untnucht, they entertained otlier thoughts. 

October 18. They were all awaked as the night before, and 
now conceived that they heard all the great clefts of the King’s 
Oak brought into the presenco-chamber, and there thumpt down, 
and after roul about the room ; they could hear their chairs and 
stools tost from one side of the room unto the other, and then (as 
it were) altogether josled. Thus having done an hour together, 
it walkt into tlie withdraw ing-room, where lodged the two cap- 
tains, tlie secretoiy', and two servants : here stopt the thing a 
while, as if it did take breath, but raised a hideous one, then walkt 
into the bcd-chambcr, where lay those as before, and under the 
bed it went, w'here it heave and heave again, that now they in 
bed were put to catch hold upon bed-posts, and sometimes ono of 
the otlier, to prevent their being tumbled out upon the ground ; 
then coming out as from under the bed, and taking hold upon the 
bed-posts, it would sliako the whole bed, almost as if a cradle 
rocked. Thus having done here for lialf an hour, it went into 
the withdrawing-rocon, where first it came and stood at the bed's 
feet, and heaving up the bed’s feet, flopt down again a while, until 
at last it heaved the feet so high that those in bed thought to have 
been set upon their heads ; and having thus for two hours enter- 
tained them, went out as in tlie mght before, hut with a great noise. 

Oetqber 19. This night they awaked not until the midst of the 
ni|^t; they perceived the room to shake with something that 
walkt about &e hed-chamber, which having done so a while, it 
walkt into a withdrawing-room, where it took up a hrasse wam- 
ing-pan, and letunung with it into the bed-chamber, therein made 
so loud anoise, in these captains’ own words, it was as hmd and 
seorvie as a ring of five untoned bells rung backward ; hut the 
oaptahM^not to seem afiraid, next day made mirth of what had 
past, and jeated at the devil in the pan. 
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October 20. These captains and their company, still lodging 
as before, were vvakenod in this night with some things fisrhig 
about the rooms, and out of one room into the other, as thrown 
with some great force. Captain Hart, being in a slumber, was 
taken by the shoulder and f^ked until he did sit up in his bed, 
thinking that it had been one of liis fellows, when suddenly he 
was taken on tho pato with a trencher,- that it made him shrmk 
down into tlic bed-clothes, and all of them, in both rooms, kept 
thoir heads at least within their sheets, so fiercely did three dozen 
of trenchers fly about tho rooms; >et Captain Hart rentured 
again to peep nut to see what was tho matter, and what it was 
tliat threw, hut then the trenchers came so fast and neer about 
lus ears, diat he was fam quickly to couch again. In tho morn- 
ing they found all their trenchers, pots, and spits, upon and about 
their beds, and all such things as were of common use scattered 
about the rooms. This night there were also, in several parts of 
the room and outer rooms, such noises of beating at doors, and 
on the walls, as if that several smitlis had been at wprk ; and yet 
our captains shrunk not from their work, but went on in that, 
and lodged as they had done before. 

October 21. iibout midnight they heanl great knocking at 
every door ; after a while the doors flew open, and into the with- 
drawing-room entered somothing as of a mighty proportion, the 
figure of it they knew not how to describe. This walkt awhile 
about the room shaking the floor at every step, then came it up 
close to tho bedside, where lay Captains Crook and Carelesse ; 
and after a little pause, as it were, the bed-curtains, both at ridea 
and feet, were drawn up and down slowly, then faster again for 
a quarter of an hour, then from end to end as fast as Imagination 
can fancio the running of the rings, then idmked it the beds, as 
if the joints thereof tiad crackt ; thon walkt the thing into the 
bedchamber, and so plaied with those beds there ; then took up 
eight peuter dishes, and bouled them about the room and over 
the servants in the truckle-bcds ; thon sometimes were tho dishea 
tahen up and thrown crosso the high beds and against the waU% 
and so much battered ; but there were more dishea wherein was 
meat in the same room, that were not at all removed. During 
this, in the presence-chamber there was stranger noise of weightie 
thhigB thrown down, and, as they supposed, the clefts of the 
Kin^s Oak did roul about the room, yet at the wonted hour went 
away, and kit them to take rest, such as they could. 

October 22. Hath mist of being set down, the ofiioen imployed 
in their work farther off^ came not that day to Woodstock. 
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(k/kher 23. Those that lodged in the withdrawing-room, in 
themidet of the night were awakened with the cracking of fire, 
as if it had been with thorns and sparks of fire burning, where- 
upon they supposed that the befl-chainher liad taken firc% and hst- 
ning to It fartlK'i', they hoard their fellows in bed sadly groan, 
which gave them to hup]jope they might he suffocated ; wherefon* 
they culled upon their servants to make all possible hast to lielp 
them. When the tw'o servants w^ere come in, they found all 
asleep, and so brought l>ack word, but that there were no bed- 
clothes upon them ; wherefmx* tliey were sent back to cover them, 
and to btir up and mend the fire When the servants had covered 
them and w'ere come to the ehiinnev, in the corners they fouiul 
their wearing apparrcl, boots, and stockings, but they had no 
sooner toiiclit the embers, when the firehmiids fiew about their 
cars BO fast, tliat away ran tlu\v into the other room for the shel- 
ter of their cover-liils; then after them walkt something tliat 
stampt about tin* room as if it had been exceeding angry, and 
likewise threw about tlu* tnmdiers, platters, and all sucli things 
in the room — ^after tno hours went out, }et stampt again over 
their heads 

Ortofter *J1. They lodged all ahroail. 

Octuher J,) This afternoon w’as como unto them Mr. Uichard 
Crook the Jaw'^kor, brother to Cajitaiii Crofdc, and now' deputy - 
steward of the inannor, unto Captain Parsons and Major Butler, 
wdio had put out Mr. llyans, his inajostie's ofliccr. To entertain 
this new guest the Commissioners caused a very great fire to be 
made, of noer the chiinney-fiill of wood of tho King's Oak, and he 
was lodged in the wjthdra wing-room with his brother, and his 
servant in the tsame room. About the midst of the night a won- 
derful knocking was heainl, and into the room something did rush, 
which coming to the chimiiey-side, dasht out tho fii’e as with tho 
stamp of some prodigious foot, then threw down such weighty 
stuffe, what ere it was, (they took it to be the residue of the clefts 
and roots of the King’s Oak,} close by the licdside, that tlie house 
and bed shook with it. Captain Cockainc and his fellow arose, 
and took their swords to go unto the Crooks. The noise ceased 
at their rismg, so that they came to the door and called. The 
two brotliers, though fully awaked, and heard them call, were so 
amased, that they made no answer until Captain Cockainc had 
recovoi^ the holduess to call very loud, and came unto the bed- 
flide ; then faintly first, after somo more assurance, they came to 
nndentiiad one another, and comforted the lawyer. Whilst this 
was thu% so uoue was heard, which made them tliink the time 
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was past of that night’s trouble, so that, after some little eonfe- 
rence, they applied themttclves to take some rest. When Cap* 
tain Cuckaine was come to his own bed, whieh he had left open^ 
he found it closely covered, winch he much wondered at ; but 
turning the clothes down, and opening it to get in, he found the 
lower sheet strewed over with treneliors. Their whole three 
dozens of trenchers were orderly difajMised between the slioeta, 
w'hicli he and his fellow endeavouring to cast out, such noise 
arose about the room, that they were* glad to get into bed with 
some of the trenchers. The noise lasted a full lialf hour after 
this. Tins entertainment so ill did like tho lawyer, and being 
not so well studied in the point as to resolve tins the deviFs law- 
case, that he iievt da> resolved to bo gone ; but having not dis- 
pateht all that ho came for, profit and pin's wasions prevailed with 
him to stay llio other hearing, so tliat he lodged as he did tho 
night b<‘foro. 

iktiiher 2 G. This night each room w'as better furnished with 
lire and candle than betorc ; 3 'ei about twcl\e at night came some- 
thing m that dasht all out, then did walk about the ivioni, making 
a noise, not to bo set foi'th by tho coiuparHon with any other 
tiling ; sometimes came it to the bedsides, and drew* tho curtains 
to and fro, then twerle tiieni, then walk about again, and return 
to the bed-posts, sliake tliem with ail the bed, so that they in bod 
were put to hold 0110 upon the other, then walk about the room 
again, and como to the servauts’ bed, and gnaw and scratch the 
wainscot head, and shake altogether in that toom ; at the time of 
tins being in doing, they in the bed-chamber heartl such strange 
dropping down from the roof ot the room, that they supposed 
'twas like the fall of money by the sound. Captain Cuckaine, not 
frightened with so small a noise, (and lying near the chimney) 
btept out, and made shift to light a candle, by the light of which 
be perceived the room strewed over with broken glass, green, 
and some of it as it were pieces of broken bottles ; he had not 
long been considering what it was, when suddenly his candle was 
hit out^ and glass flew about the room, tliat he made haste to the 
protection of the coverlets ; iiu' noise of thundering rose more 
hideous then at any time before ; yet, at a certain time, all va- 
nisht into ealmnees. The morning after was the glass about the 
room, which the maid that was to make clean the rooms swept 
up into a comer, and many came to seo it. But Mr. Richard 
Crook would stay no longer, yet as he stopt, going through Wood- 
stock town, he was there hoard to say, tiiat he would not lodge 
amongst them another night for a fee of £500. 
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OMoft«r 27> Tho CommisRioners had not yet done their work, 
whorrihre they must atay ; and being all men of tlie sword, they 
moat not seem afraid to encounter with any tiling, though it he 
the devil ; therefore, ^ith pistols charged, and drawn swords laied 
by their bedsides, they applied themselves to take some rest, 
when something in the imdst of night, so opened and shut the 
window casements with such clajis, that it awakened all tliat slept ; 
some of them peeping out to look what was the matter with the 
windows, stones Hew about the rooms as if hurled with many 
hands ; some hit the walls, and some the beds’ heads close above 
the pillows, Uie dints of ^hieh were then, and yet (it is conceived) 
are to be seen, thus sometime throwing stones, and sometime 
making tlmnderiiig noise for two hours space it ceast, and all was 
quiet till the worn. After their nsbng, and the maid come in to 
make the fire, they looked about the rooms ; they found fourscore 
stones brought in tliat night, and going to lay them togetlier in 
tile comer where the glass (before mentioned) liad bei^n swept 
up, they found that every piece of glass liad been carried away 
that night. Many people came next day to sec the stones, and 
all observed that they were not of such kind of stones as are 
naturall in the countrey thereabout ; with these were noise like 
claps of thunder, or report of cannon planted against the rooms, 
heard by oil that lodged in the outer courts, to thcir astonish- 
ment, and at Woodstock town, taken to be thunder. 

October 28. This night, both strange and differing noise from 
the former first wakened Captain Hart, who lodged in the bed- 
clumber, who, hearing Roo and Brown to groan, called out to 
Cockaine and Crook to come and help them, for Hart could not 
new stir himself ; l^ockaino would faine have answered, hut he 
could not, or look about ; something, he thought, stopt both hu 
breath and held down his eye-Uds. Amazed thus, ho struggles 
and kickt about, till he had awaked Captain Crook, who, half 
asleep, grew very angry at his kicks, and multiplied words, it 
grew to an appointment iu the field; but tliis fully recovered 
Gockaino to remember that Captaiu Hart had called for help, 
wherefore to them he ran in the other room, whom he found 
esdly groaning^ where, scraping in the chimney, he both found a 
oandle and fire to light it ; but had not gone two steps, when 
aomething blew the candle out, and throw him in the chair by 
the bedside^ when presently cried out Captain Carclesse, with a 
moat pittifol voice, ^ Come hither, O come hither, brother Cock- 
auie» tihe thing gone of me/’ Cockaine, scarce yet himself, 
helpt to Net lum vp in his bed, and alter Captain Hart, and having 
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Hcarce dune that to them, and also to the other two, they hesird 
Captain Crook crymg out, as if something had been killing hun. 
Coekauie snacht up the sword that lay by their bed, and ran into 
tlte room to save Crook, but was in much mort* likolyhood to kill 
him, for at liis coming, the thing that pressed Crook went of him, 
at which Crook started out of his bed, whom Cockaine thought a 
spirit made at him, at which Crook cried out Lord help. Lord 
save me;*’ Cockaino let fall his hand, and Crook, embracing 
Cockaine, desired his reconcilement, giving him many thanks for 
his deliverance. Then rose they all and came togetlicr, discour- 
sed sometimes godly and sometiroos praied, for nil this while was 
then, such stamping over the roof of the house, as if 1 000 horse* 
had there been trotting ; this night all the stones brought in the 
night before, and laid up in the withdrawing-room, were all car- 
ried again away by that which brought them in, which at the 
wonted time left of, and, as it were, went out, and so away. 

fktoher 29. Their businessc liaving now received so much for- 
wardnesse as to be neer dispatcht, they encouraged one the 
otlier, and resolved to try further ; therefore, they provided more 
lights and fires, and further for their assistance, prevailed wdth 
their ordinary keeper to lodge amongst them, and bring his mas- 
tivc bitch ; and it wras so this night with them, that they had no 
disturbance at ail. 

Ocidter 30. So well they had past the night before, that this 
night they went to bed, confident and carelesse; untill about 
twelve of the clock, something knookt at the door as with a 
smith’s great hammer, but with such force as if it had cleft the 
door ; then entered something like a bear, but seem’d to swell 
more big, and waJkt about the room, and out of one room into 
the other, treading so heavily, as the floare had not been strong 
enough to bear it. ' When it came into the bedchamber, it dasbt 
against the beds’ heads some kind of glass vessel], that broke in 
sundry pieces and sometimes would take up those pieces, aud 
hurle them about the room, and into the other room ; and when 
it did not hurle the glasse at their heads, it did strike upon the 
tables, as if many smiths, with their greatest hammers, had been 
laying on as upon an anvil; sometiroea it thumpt against the 
walls as if it would beat a hole through ; then upon their heads, 
such stamping, as if the roof of the house were beating down 
upon their heads ; and having done thus> during the space (as 
waa oonjectured) of two hours, it ceased and vanished, but with 
a more fierce shutting of the doors than at any time before. In 
the morning they found the pieces of glass about the room, and 
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obsvrred, that it ivan much differing from that glaase brought in 
thna nighta before, this being of a muchthicker substance, which 
sevorall persuiiH which came in carried away some pieces of. Tiu* 
Commissiouers were in debate of lodging tlicre no more ; but all 
tlieir buHinesbo was nut done, and home of them were so coii> 
ccited as to believe, and to attribute the rest they enjoyed, the 
night before this last, unto the ma«tivo lutch ; wdierefore, they 
resolved to got more company, and the luastivc bitch, and tr> 
another night. 

October 31. This night, the fires and lights prepared, the ordi- 
nary keeper and his bitch, with another man perswaded by him, 
tliey all took their beds and fell asleep. Hut about twelve at 
night, such rapping was on all sides of them, that it wakened all 
of them ; as the doors did seem to open, the mastivc bitch fell 
fearfully a yelling, and presently ran fiercely into the bed to 
them in the truckle-bed ; as the thing cainc by the table, it struck 
so fierce a blow ou that, as that it made the frame to crack, then 
took the warming-pan from off the table, and stroke it against 
the wails with so much force as that it w'as beat flat together, lid 
and bottom. Now were tliey hit as they lay covered over head 
and ears within the bed-clothcs. C'a]>tain Carelesse was taken a 
sound blow' on the head with the shouldor-bladc bone of a dead 
horse, (before they had been but thrown at, when they peept up, 
and mist ;) Browne liad a shrewed blow on the leg with the back- 
bone, and anotlier ou the head, and every one of them felt seve- 
ral! blows of bones and stones through the bed'cIoUics, for now 
these things were tlirow'n as from an angry hand that meant fur- 
ther mischief ; the stones fiew in at wimlow as shot out of a gun, 
iior was the bursts lesse (as from without) than of a cannon, and 
all the windows broken down. Now as the hurling of tlie things 
did cease, and the thing w'alkt up aud down. Captain Cockaine 
and Hart cried out. In tho name of the Father, Son, and lloly 
Ghost, w'hat arc you ? What would you have I What have we 
done that you disturb us thus 1 No voice replied, (as the Captains 
said, yet some of their servants have said otherwise,) and the 
noise ceasL Hereupon Captain Hart and Cockaine rose, who 
lay in the bedchamber, renewed the fire and lights, and one great 
candle, in a candlestick, they placed in the door, that might be 
seen by them in both the rooms. No sooner were they got to 
bed, but the noise arose on all sides more loud and hideous than 
at any time before^ insomuch as (to use the Captain’s own words) 
it returned and brought seven devils worse than itsdlf ; and pre- 
sently they saw the caudle and candlestick in the paasige of tlic 
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door, daslit up to the rnnf of tlic room^ by a kick of the hinder 
parts of a hurbe, and after ^ith the lioof trodc out the enaff^ 
and bo ilaslit out th(‘ fire in the ehixnines. As tliis was done, 
there fell, as from the sielinp, upon them in tlio truckle-beds, 
sueh quantities of water, as il it had been poured out of buekets, 
whieh btuiik worse than aii\ earthly stink could make ; and as 
this was in doing, boinething crept under the high beds, tost them 
up to the roof of the house, with the Commissioners m them, 
until the testiTH of the beds wore beaten down upon, and tbe bed- 
sted-frames bi'uke under them ; and here some pause being made, 
they all, as if with one consent, started up, and ran down the 
stairs until the} came into the Couiicel Hall, w here two sate up 
a-hiewiug, but now were fallen asleep; those they scared much 
w'ltli wakening of them, liaMiig been much perplext befon* with 
the strange noise, w Inch commonly was taken by them abroad for 
thunder, homeUmes for rumbling w intl. Here the Captains and 
their company got fire and candle, and every one carr\ing some- 
tliing of either, ihe\ returned into tlie Presencc-Ciiamber, where 
some applied tliumsclves to make the fire, whilst oflicrs fell to 
prayers, and ha\ mg got some clothes about them, they spent the 
residue of the night in singing psalms and praters ; during which, 
no noise was m that room, but most hideously round about, as at 
some distance. 

It should have been told before, how that when Captain Hart 
first rose this night, (who lay m the bed-chamber next the fire,) 
iio found their h(iok of valuations crossc tlie cnibera snioaking, 
which he snacht up and cast upon the table there, which the 
night before was left upon the table in the pi'csence amongst 
their other papers ; this book was in the morning found a liand- 
ful burnt, and had burnt the table whore it lay ; Browne the 
dork said, he w'ould not for a 100 and a 100/. that it liod been 
burnt a Itondful further. 

This night it happened tliat there were six cony-stealers, who 
were come with their nets and ferrets to tlie oony-burrows b} 
Rosamond’s Well ; hut witli the noise tins night from the Man- 
nor-house, they were so terrified, that like men distracted away 
they ran, and left their hales all ready pitched, ready up, and 
the ferrets in the eony-burrows. 

Now the Commissioners, more sensible of their danger, con- 
sidered more seriously of their safety, and agreed to go and con- 
fer with Mr. Hoffman, the minister of Wotton, (a man not of the 
meanest note for life or learning, by some esteemed more high,} 
to desire his advice, together with his company and praym. 
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Mr* Hoffiman hold it too high a point to resolve on suddenly and 
by hlniaelf, wherefore desired time to consider upon it^ which 
b^g agreed unto, he forthwith rode to Mr. Jenkiiison and Mr. 
Wheat, the two next Justices of Peace, to try what warrant they 
could give him for it. They both (as ^ds said from themselves) 
encouraged him to be assisting to the Commissioners, according 
to his calling. 

But certain it is, that when they came to fetch him to go with 
them, Mr. Uoifman answered, that he would not lodge there one 
night for 500/., and being asked to pray with them, he held up 
his hands and said, that he would not meddle upon any terms. 

Mr. Hoffman refusing to undertake the quarrel, the Commis- 
sionors held it not safe to lodge whore they liad bi'cn thus enter- 
tained any longer, hut caused all things to be removed into the 
chambers over the gatehouse, where they staid hut one night, 
and what rest they enjoyed there, we have but an uncertain re- 
lation of, for they went away early tlio next morning ; but if it 
may be held fit to set down wliat hath been delivered by the 
report of others, they were also tlie same night much affrighted 
witli dreadful ap^iaritions, but obberving that these passages 
spread much in discourbc, to be also in particulars taken notice 
of, and that the nature of it made not for tlieir cause, they 
agreed to the concealing of things for the future ; yet this is 
well-known and certain, that the gate-keeper’s wife was in so 
strange an agony in her bed, and in her bed-chamber such noise, 
(whilst her husband was above with tlio Commissioners,) that 
two maids in the next room to her, durst not venture to assist 
her, but affrighted ran out to call company, and their master, 
and found the woman (at their coming in) gasping for breath ; 
and the next day said, that she saw and suffered that, which for 
all the world she would not be lured to agmn. 

From Woodstock the Commissioners removed unto Euelme, 
and some of them returned to Woodstock the Sunday se’nnight 
after, (the book of Valuations wanting something that was for 
haste left impeifect,) but lodged not in an^ of tliose rooms where 
they bad lain before, and yet were not unvisiied (as they confess 
themadves) by the devil, whom they call their nightly guest ; 
Captain Crook came not untill Tuebday night, and how he sped 
tliat night the gate-keeper’s wife can tell if she daretli, but what 
she hatii whispered to her gossips, shall not be maue a part of 
this our narrative, nor many mote particulars which have fallen 
from die Gommiasioners themselves and their servants to other 
penone; they are all or most of them alive, and may add to it 
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when they pleaiie, and miroly have not a better way to be revenged 
of him who txxiublcd them, than according to tiie proverb, tell 
truth and ehamo the devil. 

There remains this obsorvation to bo added, tliat on a Wednhe- 
day morning all these officers went away ; and that since tlicn 
diverse persons of Bevorall qualities, have lodged often and some- 
times long in tlie same rooms, both in Uie presence, withdrawing- 
room, and bed-chamber belonging unto his sacrod Majesty ; yet 
none have had the least disturbance, or heard the smallest noise, 
for which the cause was not as ordinary as apparent, except the 
Commissioners and their company, who came in order to the 
alienatuig and pulling down the house, which is wellnigh per- 
formed. 

A SHORT SURVEY OF WOODSTOCK, NOT TAKEN BY ANY OP THB 
BEFORE-MENTIONED COHMIShlONKRS.* 

The noble seat, called Woodstock, is one of the ancient honours 
bfdoiiging to the crown. Sevcrall raannors owe suite and service 
to tlio place ; but the custom of the countrey giving it but the 
title of a manner, we bhall erro witli them to be Uie better un- 
derstood. 

The mannor-house hath been a large ffibrick, and accounted 
amongst bis majestie’s standing houses, iiccause there was alwaies 
kept a standing furniture. This great house was built by King 
Henry the First, but umpleyfied with the gate-house and outsides 
of the outer-court, by King Henry Uie Seventh, tUo stables by 
King James. 

About a bow-shot from the gate south-west, remain foundation 
signs of that structure, erected by King Henry tlie Second, for 
the seenrity of Lady Rosamond, daughter of Walter Lord Clif- 
ford, which some poets have compared to the Bedalian labyrinth, 
but the form and circuit both of the place and ruins shew it to 
have been a house and of one pile, perhaps of strength, according 
to the fashion of those times, and probably was fitted with secret 
places of reooBB, and avenues to hide or convey away such persons 
as were not willing to be found if narrowly sought after. About 
the midst of the place ariseth a spring, called at present Boea- 
laond’s Weil ; it is hut shallow, and shews to have been paved 
and walled about, likely contrived for the use of them within the 
house, when k should be of danger to go out. 

A q;uarter of a mile distant ftem the King’s house, is seated 

* Xkb fturvsj of Woodstock is appsaded to the preeoding psnpkltt 
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Woad«tock town, new and old. This new Woodstock did ariso 
by mne buildings which Henry the Second gave leave to ho 
ereeted, (as received by tradition,) at the suite of tlie Lady 
Rosamond, for the use of out-servants upon the 'wastes of the 
mannor of Bladon, where is tho mother churcli ; this is a hamlet 
belonging to it, tiiougli oncreosed to a market town by the adxan- 
tage of the Court residing Hometimo near, which of late years 
they have been sensible of tho ivant of ; this town was in^e a 
corporation in the 11th year of Henry the Sixth, by charter, 
with power to send two burgesbes to parliament or not, as Uioy 
will tliemselvcM. 

Old Woodsbick is seated on tho west bide of the brook, named 
Glyme, which also runneth through tlie park ; the town consistb 
not of above four or five houses, but it is to be conceived that it 
hath been much larger, (but very anciently so,) for in some old 
law liistoriaiis there is mention of the assize at Woodstock, for 
a law made in a Miccdgemote (the name of Parhaments before 
the coming of the Norman) in the ila} s of King Ethelred. 

And lu like manner, that Uiereabout was a king's house, if 
not in the same place where Henry the First built the late stand- 
ing pile before lus; for in bucli da^s those great councils were 
commonly held in the King's palaces Some of those lands liavo 
belonged to the orders of the Knights Tcinplers, there being 
records which coll them, Terras quas Hex cxcambiarit cum Tern- 
plariis. 

But now this late large manner-house is in a manner almobt 
turned into heaps of rubbish ; some seven or eight rooms left for 
the accommodation of a tenant that should rent the King’s me- 
dows, (of those who had no power to let them,) with several high 
uncovered walls standing, the prodigious spectacles of malice unto 
monarchy, which ruines still bear semblance of their state, and 
yet aspire in spight of envy, or of weather, to allow, What kings 
do build, subjects may sometimes shake, but utterly can never 
overtlirow. 

Tliat part of the park called the High-park, hath been lately 
subdivided by Sir Arthur Hasclrig, to make pastures for his 
breed of colts, and otlicr parts plowed up. Of the whole saith 
Roffiifi Warwicensis, in MS. Hen. I. p. 122. FecU itte Hex Far^ 
cum de Wooditocky cum Palatio infra pr<jpdictum Parcumy qut 
Parcue erat primus Parcus Anffriccy et contiuet in circuitu septe/n 
Miliaria; eanstnutus erat 14 Aupu Hegisy autparum poet. 
Without the Park the King’s demesne woods were, it cannot well 
be said now are« the timber being all sold off, and underwoods so 
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cropt and apoilcd by tliat beast the Lord Munson, and other 
greedy cattle, tliat tlicy aro hardly recoverable. Iteyond whieii 
lieth Stonefield, and other maiinorfl that hold of Woodstock, ^ith 
other woods, that have been aliened by former kings, but uith 
reservation of liberty for his niajcstie's deer, and other beasts 
of forrobt, to harbour in at |»leabure, as in due place is to be 
sliewod. 


END or APPK.SOIX. 
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It IB not my purpose to infonn my readers how the manu- 
Rcripts of that eminent antiquary, tho liev. J. A. UocHCCi.iFrE, 
JD.D., came into my possesHion. There are many in ahich 
Huch thingH happen, and it is enough to say they wen* rescued 
from an unworthy fate, and that they were honet^tiy come b>. 
As for the authenticity of the anecdotes which I have gleaned 
from the writings of this excellent perboii, and put together with 
my own unrivalled facility, the name of Doctor Aochechffe will 
warrant accuracy, wherever that name happens to be known. 

With his history the reading part of ^e world are well ac- 
quainted ; and we might refer tlie tyro to h'niost Anthony a 
Wood, who looked up to him as one of the pillars of High Church, 
and bestows on him an exemplary chraeter in the Athcmr 
OsBonieiuM, although the Doctor was educated at Cambridge, 
England’s other eye. 

It is well known that Doctor Rochecliife early obtained pre- 
ferment in the Church, on account of the spirited share which 
he took in the controversy with the Puritans ; and that his work, 
entitled Malleus iicsreiM, was considered as a knock-down blow 
by all except those who received iL It was that work which 
made him, at the early age of thirty, Rector of Woodstock, and 
which afterwards secured him a place in the Catalogue of the 
celebrated Century White ; — and worse than being shown up by 
that fiuubiic, among the catalogues of scandalous and malignant 
priests admitted into benefioea by the prelatei^ his opinions oc- 
casioned the loss of his living of Woodstock by the ascendency 
of Piesbytory. He was chaplain, during most part of the Civil 
War, to Sir Henry Lee’s regiment, levied for the service of King 
Charles ; and it was said he engaged more than emoe persoiially 
in the 6eld. At leas| it is certain that Doctor Boehediffe was 
repeatedly in great danger, as will appear from more passages 
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titan one in tho follow in^ history, whioli Fpoaks of his own ex- 
ploiter like Ca*»ar, in tlio third person. I suspect, however, some 
Presbyterian commentator has been (piilty of interpolating two 
or throe passages. The manuscript was long in possesbion of 
the Everards, a distinguished family of that persuasion.* 

During the Usurpation, Doctor l^checliffc was constantly en- 
gaged in one or other of the premature attempts at a restora- 
tion of monarchy ; and was accounted, for his audacity, presence 
of mind, and depth of judgment, one of the greatest undertakers 
for the King in that husy time ; with this trifling drawback, 
tliat the plots in whicli he busied himself were almost constantly 
detected. Nay, it was suspected that Cromwell himself some- 
times contrived to suggest to him the intrigues in which he en- 
gaged, by which means the wily Protector made experiments on 
the fidelity of doubtful fiicnds, and became well acquainted with 
the plots of declared enemies, which ho thought it moie easy to 
disconcert and disappoint tlian to punish severely. 

Upon the Resteration, Doctor Rochecliffe regained his living 
of Woodstock, with other Church preferment, and gave up pole- 
mics and political intrigues for philosopliy. He was one of the 
constituent members of the Ro^al Society, and was the person 
through whom Charles required of that loamod body solution of 
their curious problem, " Why, if a vessel is filled brimful of 
water, and a large fisli plunged into tho w'atcr, nevertheless it 
shall not overflow tlio pitcher 1 ” Doctob Rochccliffe’s exposition 
of this phenomenon was the moat ingenious and instructive of 
four that wore given in ; and it is certain tho Doctor must have 
gained the honour of Uio day, but for the obstinacy of a plain, 
dull, country gentleman, who insisted that the experiment diould 
be, in tho first place, publicly tried. When this was done, the 
event showed it would have been rather rasli to have adopted the 
facto exclusively on the royal authority; as the fish, however 
curiously inserted into his native element, splashed the water 
over tlie hall, and destro} ed the credit of four ingeiuDUB essayists, 
beodes a large Turkey carpet. 

Doctor R^ecliffe, it would seem, died about 1685, leaving 
many papers behind him of various kinds, and, above all, many 
valuable anecdotes of secret lustory, from which the following 
Memoirs liave been extracted, on wliich we intend to say only a 
few words by way of illustration. 

^ It to bardtlT Mcssmy to uy, unle« to mme resden of verr literal capa- 
city, tiut Doctor Boohecliffe sad Us manutenpti axe alike apocryphal. 
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The existence of Rosamond's Labyrinth, montioned in thwa- 
pages, ib attested by Di-ayton in the i-eign of Queen Elizabetli- 

‘‘Rosamond's Labyrinth, whose ruins, together with faerWeU, 
being paved uith square stones in the bottom, and also her 
Tower, from whiuli the Lab) rinth did run, are yet remaining, 
boing vaults arched and walled witli stone and brick, almost in- 
extncably wound within one auotlier, by. which, if at any time her 
lodging were laid about by the Queen, she might easily avoid 
jMjnl iminineut, and, if need be, by secret issues take the air 
abroad, many furlongs about Woodstock in Oxfordshire."* 

It is highly probable, that a biiigular piece of phantasmagoria, 
which was certainly played off upon the Commissioners of the 
Long Parliament, who were sent down to dispark and destroy 
Woodstock, after the death of Charles I., was conducted by means 
of the secret passages and recesses in the ancient Labyrinth of 
Rosamond, round which successive Monarclis hod erected a 
Hunting-seat or Lodge. 

There is a curious account of the disturbance given to thoM 
Honourable Commibsionors, inserted by Doctor Plot, id his Natural 
History of Oxfordshire. But as 1 have not the book at hand, I 
can only allude to the work of the celebrated Glauville upon 
Witches, who lias extracted it as an highly accredited narrative 
of supernatural dealings. The beds of Uie Commissioners, and 
their servants, were hoisted up till tliey were almost inverted, 
and then let down again so suddenly, as to menace them witli 
broken bones. Unusual and horrible noises disLurbed those sa- 
crilegious intromittors with royal property. The devil, on one 
occasion, brought them a warming-pan ; on auotlier, pelted them 
with stones and horses’ bones. Tubs of water were emptied on 
tliem in their sleep ; and so many other pranks of the same na- 
ture played at their expense, that they broke up housekeeping, 
and left their intended spoliation only half completed. The good 
sense of Doctor Plot suspcKsted, tliat these feats were wrought by 
conspiracy and confederation, which GhmviUe of course endea- 
vours lo refute with all his might ; for it could scarce be expected, 
that he who beheved in so convenient a solution as that of super- 
natural agency, would consent to relinquish the service of a hey, 
which will answer any lock, however intricate. 

Nevertheless, it was afterwards discovered, that Doctor Plot 
was pezibctly right ; and tliat the only demon who wrought all 

* DnyUm'a Euglond's Htfraicol Epiitlea Note A. on the Bpittle, RoMwmd 
to Kbif ilearj. 
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Am* murvels, was a disguised ro^^alist — a fellow called Trusty 
Jo% or some such name, formerly in the service of the Keeper 
of the Park, but who engaged in that of the Commissioners, on 
purpose to subject them to his persecution. 1 think 1 liave seen 
some account of the real state of the tinnsaction, and of the ma- 
chinery by which the wizard worked his wonders ; but whether 
in a book, or a pamphlet, 1 am uncertain. I remember one pas- 
sage particularly to ibis purpose. The Commissioners having 
agreed to retam some articles out of the public account, in order 
to be divided among themselves, had entered into an indenture 
for ascertaining their share in the peculation, which they hid in 
a bow-pot for security. Now, when an assembly of divines, aided 
by the moat strict religious characters in the neighbourhood of 
Woodstock, were assembled to conjure down the supposed demon, 
Trusty Joe had contrived a firework, winch he let off in the midst 
of the exorcism, and which destroyed the bow-pot ; and, to the 
shame and confusion of the Contmibsioners, threw their secret in- 
denture into the midst of the assembled ghost-seers, who became 
thus acquainted with their secret schemes of peculation. 

It is, however, to little purpose for me to Btni]ii xny memory 
about ancient and imperfect recollections concerning the particu- 
lars of these fantastic disturbances at Woodstock, since Doctor 
Rochecliffe’s papers give such a much more accurate narrative 
than could he obtained from any account in existence before their 
publication. Indeed, I might have gone much more fully into 
this part of my subject, for the materials are ample ; — ^but, to tell 
the reader a secret, some friendly critics were of opinion they 
made the story hang on hand ; and thus 1 was prevailed cm to be 
more concise on the subject than I might otherwise have been. 

The impatient reader, perhaps, is hy this time accusing me of 
keeping the sun from him witli a candle. Were the sunshine as 
bright however, as it is likely to prove ; and the flambeau, or 
link, a dozen of times as smoky, my friend must remain in the in- 
ferior atmosphere a minute longer, while I disclaim the idea of 
poaching on another’s manor. Hawks, we say in Scotland, ought 
not to pick out hawks’ ejos, or tire u{>on eiieh other’s quairy ; 
and, therefore, if T had known that, in its date and its characters, 
this tale was likely to interfere with that recently published by a 
distinguished oontempoiaxy, 1 ^ould unquestionably have left 
Doctor Boeheoliffe’s manusoript in peace for the present season. 
But before I was aware of this circumstance, this little book was 
half through the press ; and I had only the alternative of avoid- 
ing any intention^ imitation, by delaying a perusal of the con- 
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temporary work in question. Some accidental collision thmr 
must be, when works of a similar character are finished on the 
same general system of historical manners, and the same histori- 
cal personages are introduced. Of course, if such have occurred, 
1 shall be probably the sufferer. But my intentions liave been 
at least innocent, sinco 1 look on it as one of the advantages at- 
tending the conclusion of Woodstock, that the finishing of my 
own task will peimit me to have the pleasure of reading Bbau- 
bletye-Hocse, from which 1 have hitherto conscientiously ab- 
stained. 




WOODSTOCK; 

OR, 

THE CAVALIER. 


CHAPTER I. 


Some were for mininten, 

.And Bome for red-coat iiccularh. 

Ab iiit'U most tit t* bold forth the word. 

And 'Wield the one and th* other s'word 
Bi’TLKK'h ffuili&mr 

Trerk IB a liandnomG parisli church in the town of Woodstock, 
— 1 oin told so, at least, for 1 never saw it, havinj^ scarce time, 
^hen at the place, to view the magnificence of Bloiiheim, its 
painted halls, and tapestred bowers, and then return in due sea- 

son to dine in hall with m^ learned friend, the provost of ; 

being one of tlioso occasions on which a man wrongs himself ex- 
tremely, if he lets his curiosity interfere with his x>unctuaiity. I 
had the church accurately described to me, with a view to this 
work ; but, as 1 have sonif* reason to doubt whether my inform- 
ant had ever seen the inside of it himself, 1 shall be content to 
say that it is now a handsome edifice, most part of which n-as 
rebuilt forty or fifty ^eare since, although it still contains some 
arches of the old chantry, founded, it is said, by King John. It 
is to this more ancient ]iart of the building that my story refers. 

On a morning in the end of September, or hegmning of Octo- 
ber, in the year 1652, being a day appoint^ for a solemn thanks- 
giving for the decisive victory at Worcester, a respectable audi- 
ence was assembled in the old chantry, or chapel of King John. 
The condition of the church and character of the audience botli 
bore witness to the rage of civil war, and the peculiar spirit of 
the timea. The aacred edifice showed many marks of dilapida- 
tion. The windows, once filled with stained glass, had been 
d^ed to fdecea with pikes and muskets, as matters of and per- 
tainhiff to idolatry. The carving on the reading-desk was da- 
mag^ and two sdr screens of beautiful aculptared oak had b^n 
destroyed, for the same pithy and conelnaive reason. The high 
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altar had been remoyedj and the gilded railing, ahicli was once 
around it, was broken down and carried off. The effigies of 
several tombs were mutilated, and now lay scattered about the 
church, 


Torn from their deetined niche,— nnirorthy meed 
Uf kiUfibUj coiumel or heroic deed ' 

The autumn wind piped through empty aisl^, in which die re- 
mains of stakes and trevisses of rough-hewn timber, as well as a 
quantity of scattered hay and trampled straw, seemed to inti- 
mate that the hallowed precmcts had been, upon some late emer- 
gency, made the quarters of a troop of horse. 

The audience, like the building, was abated in splendour. 
None of the ancient and habitual worshippers during peaceful 
times, were now to be seen in tlieir carved galleries, with hands 
shadowing their brows, while composing dieir minds to pray 
where their fathers had prayed, and after the same mode of 
worship. Tho eye of the yeoman and peasant sought in vain the 
' tall form of old Sir Henry Leo of Ditcliloy, as, wrapped in his 
' Jaoed cloak, and with beard and whiskers duly composed, he 
moved slowly through the aisles, followed by the faithful mastiff, 

. or bloodhound, which in old time had saved his master by his 
fidelity, and which regularly followed him to church. Bevis, in- 
deed, fell under tho proverb which avers, " He is a good dog 
which goes to church for, bating an occasional temptation to 
warble along with the accord, he behaved himself as decorously 
as any of the congregation, and returned as much edified, 
perhaps, as roost of them. The damsels of Woodstock looked as 
vainly for the laced cloaks, jingling spurs, slashed boots, and tall 
plumes, of the young cavaliers of this and other high-bom houses, 
moving through the streets and tlie churchj’ard with the careless 
ease, which indicates perhaps rather an overweening degree of 
self-oonfidcnce, yet shows graceful when mingled with good- 
humour and oourtosy. The good old dames, too, in their white 
hoods and black velvet gowns — ^Uieir daughters, ** the cynosure 
of neighbouring eyes,” — where were they all now, who, when 
they entered the church, used to divide men’s thoughts between 
them and Heaven t “ But, ah ! Alice Lee — so swe^ so gentle, 
so condescending in thy loveliness— [thus proceedsacontemporary 
aanaUd^ whose manuscript we have drotphored] — ^why is roy 
shNty to turn upon thy fdlen fortunes 1 and why not rather to 
te pc^od when, in the very dismountiDg frem y^ ]»Uk«y 9 you 
sMra^ed as many eyes as u an angel had descendeay— as many 
tijnwHTign as if the benignant being iiad come teioijht with good 
Udingst No ercature wert thou ol an idte romanep’s imujpaii* 
tifiii-*>4io facing fantastically bedizened with ineoiialstiKit jpmM* 
tioBi ^-^y merits made me love thee well—- and Ibt thy t paBhihr 
■o wiA did they abow amid thy good qualitiesi that 1 wwrBMy 
mads me love thee better.” . % ^ ^ 
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With tho house of Lee had disappeared from the chantry oC 
King John others of gentle blood and honoured lineage — Free- 
manUeSy Winklecombes, Brycotts, &c.; for the air that blew 
over tlio towers of Oxford was unfavourable to the f^owth of 
Puritanism, which was more general in the neighbouring coun- 
ties. There were among the congregation, however, one or two 
that, by their habits and demeanour, seemed country gentlemen 
of consideration, and there were also present some of the notables 
of the town of Woodstock, cutlers or glovers chiefly, whose skill 
in steel or leather had raised them to a comfortable livelihood. 
These dignitaries wore long black cloaks^ plaited close at the 
neck, and, like peaceful citizens, carried their Bibles and memo- 
randum-books at their girdles, instead of knife or sword.* This 
respectable, but least numerous part of tho audience, were such 
decent persons as had adopted toe Presbyterian form of faith, 
reiiouncmg tho liturgy and hierarchy of the Church of England, 
and living under the tuition of the Rev. Nehemiah Holdenough, 
much famed for the length and strength of his powers of predi- 
cation. With these grave seniors sate their goodly dames in 
ruff and gorget, like the portraits which in cat^omes of paint- 
ings arc desmned wife of a burgomaster and their pretty 
daughters, whose study, like that of Chaucer's physician, was 
not always in the Bible, but who were, on the contrary, when a 
glance could escape the vigilance of their honoured mothers, in- 
attentive themselves, and the cause of inattention in others. 

But, besides those digmficd persons, there were in the church 
a numerous collection of the lower orders, some brought thither 
by curiosity, but many of them unwashed artificer^ bewildered 
in the theological discussions of the time, and of as many various 
sects OR there are colours in tlie rainbow. The presumption of 
these learned Thebans being in exact proportion to them igno- 
rance, tlic last was total, and the first boundless. Their beha- 
viour in the church was any thing but reverential or edifying. 
Most of them affected a cynical contempt for all that was only 
held sacred by human sanction — the churcli was to these men 
bat a steeple-house, tho elergyman, an ordinary peison; her 
ordinucei^ dry bran and aapless pottage, f unfitted for the spi- 
ritualized palates of the saints, and the prayer, an address to 
Heaven, to which each acceded or not as in his too critical 
judment he cemorived fit. 

The elder amongst them sate or lay on the benches, with 
their high steeple-crowned hats pulled over t^ir severe and 
lotted braws» waiting for the Presbyterian parson, as mas- 
tiffs sit in dumb expe^tion of the bull that u to be brouj^ 
to the stake. The younger mixed, some of them, a boloer 
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Ikmne of mannem with their heresies ; they gazed round on the 
wotnen, yawned, coughed, and whispered, eat apples, and cracked 
nuts, as if in the gallery of a theatre ere the piece commences. 

Besides all these, the congregation contained a few soldiers, 
some in corslets and steed caps, some in buff, and others in red 
coats. These men of war had their bandeliers, with ammuni- 
tion, slung round them, and rested on their pikes and muskets. 
They, too, had tlicir peculiar doctrines on the most difficult 
points of religion, and united the extravagances of enthusiasm 
with the most determined courage and resolution in the field. 
The burghers of Woodstock looked on these military saints with 
no small degree of awe ; for though not often sullied with deeds 
of plimdor or cruelty, they had the power of both absolutely in 
their hands, and the peaceful citizens had no alternative, save 
submission to whatever the iU-regulatod and enthusiastic imagi- 
nations of their martial guides might suggest. 

After some time spent in waiting for him, Mr. Holdennugh 
began to walk up the aisles of the chspel, not witli the slow and 
dignified carriage with which the old Rector was of yore wont 
lo maintain tlie dignity of the surplice, but with a hasty step, 
like one who arrives too late at an appoiiitiiient, and bustles for- 
• ward to make the best use of his time, lie was a tall thin man, 
with an adust complexion, and the vivacitv of his eye indicated 
bome irascibility of temperament. Uis arcss was brown, not 
black, and over his other vestments ho wore, in honour of Cal- 
vin, a Geneva cloak of a blue colour, which fell backwards from 
his shoulders as he posted on to the pulpit. His grizzled hair 
was cut as short as shears could perform the feat, and covered 
with a black silk scullcap, which stuck so close to his head, that 
the two ears expanded from under it as if they had been in- 
tended as handles by wdiieh to lift the whole person. Moreover, 
the wortiiy divine wore spectacles, and a long grizzled peaked 
beard, and ho carried in his hand a siiiall pocket-bible with silver 
clasps. Upon arriving at the pulpit, he paused a moment to 
take breath, then began to ascend Ihe steps by two at a time. 

But his course was arrested by a strong hand, which seized 
Ilia cloak. It was that of one who had detached himself from 
the group of soldiery. He was a stout man of middle stature, 
with a quick eye, and a countenance, which, though plain, had 
yet an expression that fixed the attention. His dress, though 
not strictly military, partook of tliat character. He wore large 
hose made of calves-leatiier, and a tuck, as it was then called, or 
nipier, of tremendous leng^, balanced on the other side by a 
daner. Tiie belt was morocco, gamished witli pistols* 

we laiiustior, thus intercepted in his duty, faced round upon 
the polity who had seized him, and demanded, in no gentle tone, 
the meaning of the interruptioD. 

^ Fktend, quoth tlio intruder, " is it tliy purpose to hold 
teft to these good pcoide I'* 
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** Ay, marry is it/’ said the clorg}Tnan, and such is my boua- 
deii duty. Woe to me if 1 proarli not the gospel — l^n^ee, 
friend, let me not in my labour” 

“ Nay,” said the man of warlike mien, ** 1 am myself minded 
to hold forth ; tlierefure, do thon desist, or if thou wilt do by mine 
advice, remain and fructify with those poor goslings, to whom 1 
am presently about to shake fortli the crumbs of comfortable 
doctrme.’' 

Give place, thou man of Satan,” said the priest, taxing 
wroth, respect mine order — ^my cloth.” 

^ L see no more to respect in tho cut of thy cloak, or in tlio 
cloth of which it is fashioned,” said the other, ** tlian thou didst in 
the Bishop’s roclmts — ^they were black and white, thou art blue 
aud browu. Sleeping dogs every one of you, lying down, loving 
to slumber — shepherds tliat starve tlie flock, but will not watch 
It, each looking to his own gain — ^hum.” 

Scenes of tins indecent kind were so common at the time, that 
no one thought of interfering ; the congregation looked on in si- 
lence, the better class scandi^zcd, and the lower orders, some 
laughing, and otliers backing the soldier or minister as their 
fancy dictated. Meantime the struggle waxed fiercer ;'Mr Hold- 
enough clamoured for assistance. 

Master Mayor of Woodstock,” he exclaimed, “ wilt thou be 
among those wicked magistrates who bear the sword in vain I— 
Citizens, will you not help your pastor ? — Worthy Aldermen, 
will you see me strangled on the pulpit stairs by this man of buff 
and Belial 1 — But lo, 1 will overcome liun, aud cast his cords 
from me.” 

As Holdenough spoke^ he struggled to ascend the pulpit staLre, 
holding hard on the banisters. His tormentor held fast by the 
skirts of the cloak, which went nigh to the choking of tlie wearer, 
mitii, as he spoke the words last mentioned, in a half-strangled 
voice, Mr. Holdenough dexterously slipped Uie string wMch tied 
it round his neck, so that the garment suddenly gave way ; the 
soldier fell backwards.flown the steps, and the liberated divine 
skipped into the pulpit, and began to give fortli a psalm of 
triumph over his prostrate adversary*. But a great hubbub in 
the church marred his exultation, and although he aud his fiiitki- 
ful clerk continued to sing the hymn of victory, their notes were 
only heard by fits, like whistle of a curlew during a gale of 
wind. 

The caose of the tumult was as follows : — The Mayor was a 
zealous Ptosbytenan, and witnessed the intrusion of soldiw 
with great indignation from the very beginning, though he hesi- 
tated to interfere with an armed man while on ms legs and eatfu- 
bleof resuUnoe. But no sooner did he behold the champion of in- 
dependeney sprawling on his back, with the divine’s Geneva cloak 
fluttefing ia his haa&, than the magistrate rushed forward, ex- 
that sneh insolence was not to be endured, and orebued 
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iiis«s&BtableB to seize the prostrate champion, proclaiming, in the 
magnanimity of wrath, “ I will commit every red-ooat of them 
all — I will commit him were he Noll Cromwell himself !’* 

The worthy Mayor’s indignation had overmastered his reason 
when he made this mistimed vaunt ; for three soldiers, who liad 
hitherto stood motionless like statues, made each a stride in ad- 
vance, which placed them betwixt the municipal officers and the 
soldier, who was in the act of rising ; then making at once the 
movement of resting arms according to the manual as then prac- 
tised, their musket-buts rang on the church pavement, within an 
inch of the gouty toes of Master Mayor. The energetic magis- 
trate, whose efforts in favour of order were thus checked, cast 
one glanco on his supporters, but that was enough to show him 
that force was not on his side. All had shrunk back on hearing 
that ominous clatter of stone and iron. He was obliged to de- 
scend to expostulation. 

What do you mean, ray masters!” said he ; is it like a de- 
cent and God-fearing soldiery, who have WTought such things for 
the land as have never before been heard of, to brawl and riot in 
the church, or to aid, abet, and comfort a profiine fellow, who 
hath, upon a solemn tlrnnksgiving, excluded the minister from his 
own pulpit!” 

We have nought to do with thy church, as thou call’st it,” 
said ho who, by a small feather in front of his morion, appeared 
to be the corporal of the party ; — ** we sec not why men of gifts 
should not be heard within these citadels of sumrstitiou, as well 
as the voice of the men of crape of old, and the men of doak 
now. Wherefore, wo will pluck yon Jack Presbyter out of his 
wooden sentinel-box, and our own watchman sha^ relieve the 
guard, and mount thereon, and cry aloud and spare not.” 

^ Nay, gentlemen,” said the Mayor, " if such be your purpose, 
we have not the means to withstand you, being, as you see, peace- 
ful and quiet men — But let me first speak with this worthy minis- 
ter, Nehenuah Uoldenough, to persuade him to yield up hk place 
for the time without farther scandal.” 

The peace-making Mayor then interrupted the quavering of 
Holdenough and the clerk, and prayed both to retire, else there 
would, he said, be oortainly strife. 

** Strife I” replied the Presbyterian divine, with seom; **no 
fbar of strife among men that dare not testify Maiust this open 
profanation of the (%urch, and daring display of heresy. Would 
your neighbourB of Banbuiy have brooked such an insult !” 

« Corner oome, Master H^denougb,” said the Mayor, ^ put us 
not to mutiny aiid etv CSlubs. 1 tw you once mor^ we are not 
men of war or blood.’^ 

^ Not more than may be drawn by the point of a needle,” said 
the preaefaer, soomfully.— " Ye tailors of Woodstock ! — wfaii^ 
is a glover but a tailor workins on kidskin t — I forsake you, in 
soora off year fidnt hearts and feeble hands, and will seek me 
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elsewhere a flock which will not fly from their shepherd at the 
braying of the flrst wild ass which cometh from out the great 
desert.’* 

So sayings the aggrieved divine departed from his pulpit^ and 
shaking' the dust from liis shoes, left the church as hastily as lie 
had entered it, though with a different reason for his speed. The 
citizens saw his retreat with sorrow, and not without a compunc- 
tious feeling, as if conscious that they were not playing the most 
courageous part in the world. The Mayor himself and several 
others left the church, to follow and appease him. 

The Independent orator, late prostrate, was now tidumphant, 
and inducting himself into the pulpit without farther ceremony, 
he pulled a Bible from his pocket, and selected his text from the 
forty-fifth psalm, — “ Gird thy sword upon thy thigh, O most 
mighty, with thy glory and thy majesty : and in thy majesty ride 
prosperously — Upon this theme, he commenced one of those 
wild declamations common at the period, in which men were 
accustomed to wrest and pervert the language of Scripture, by 
adapting it to modem cvetits.* The language which, in its lite- 
ral sense, was applie<l to King David, and typically referred to 
the coming of the Messiah, was, in the opinion of the* military 
orator, most properly to be interpreted of Oliver Cromwell, the 
victorious general of the infant Commonwealth, which was never 
destined to come of age. “ Gird on thy sword !” exclaimed the 
preacher emphatically ; « and was not that a pretty bit of steel as 
ever dangled from a corslet, or rung against a steel saddle I Ay, 
ye prick up your ears now, ye cutlers of Woodstock, as if ye 
should know something of a good fox broad sw'ord^Did you forge 
jt, 1 trow % — was the steel quenched with water ffom Ilosamond's 
well, or the blade blessed by the old cuekoldy pribut of Godstow * 
You would have us think, 1 warrant me, that you wrought it and 
welded it, grinded and polished it, and all the while it never came 
on a Woodstock stithy ! You were all too busy making whittles 
for the lazy crape-ineu of Oxford, bouncing priests, whose eyes 
wore BO closed up with fat, that they could not sec Dmtruction 
till she had them by the throat. But I can tell you where the 
sword was forged, and tempered, and welded, and grinded, and 
polislied. When you were, as I said before, making whittles for 
false priests, and dai^rs for dissolute — d d-— n-me cavaliers, 
to cat the people of England’s throat wdtli — ^it was forged at Long 
Marston Moor, where blows went faster than ever rung hammer 
on anvil-~-and it was tempered at Naseby, in the best blood of 
the cavaliers — and it was welded in Ireland against the walls of 
Ihogheda — and it was grinded on Seottidi lives at Dnnbar — and 
now of late it was ^iislied in Worcester, tiU it shines as bright 
as the sun in the middle heaven, and there is no Ught in England 
timt shall come nigh unto it.’* 

A- Vindlcaiion of the Book of Omnmon Prsyer, aesuist the 
contumeliooe efuden of the Fanatic Party tenning It Porridge. 
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Hare the military part of the congregation raised a hum of 
approbation, which, being a sound like the ** hear, hear,” of the 
British House of Commons, was calculated to heighten the enthu- 
siasm of the orator, by intimating the syrnf^thy of the audience. 

And then,” resumed the preacher, rising in energy as he found 
that his audience partook in these feelings, << what saith the text I 
— Bide on prosperously^do not stop^do not call a halt — do not 
quit the sa^le — pursue the scattered fliers — sound the trumpet 
— not a levant or a flourish, but a point of war — sound, boot and 
saddle — ^to horse and away — a charge 1 — ^follow after the young 
Man I — wliat part have we in him t^Slay, take, destroy, divide 
the spoil ! Blessed art thou, Oliver, on account of tliine honour 
— thy cause is clear, thy call is undoubted — ^never has defeat come 
near thy leading staff, nor disaster attended tliy banner. Bido 
on, flower of England's soldiers ! ride on, chosen leader of Ghid’s 
champions 1 gird up the loins of thy resolution, and be steadfast 
to the mark of thy liigh calling ! ” 

Another deep and stern hum, echoed by the ancient embow’d 
arches of the old chantry, gave him an opportunity of an instant’s 
repose ; when tlie people of Woodstock heard him, and not with- 
out anxiety, turn tiie stream of his oratory into another channel. 

** But wherefore, ye people of Woodstock, do I say these things 
to you, who claim no portion in our David, no interest in England’s 
son of Jesse ? — You, who were fighting as well as your might 
could (and it was not very formidable) for the late Man, under 
that old blood-thirsty papist Sir Jacob Aston — are you not now 
plotting, or ready to plot, for the restoring, as ye call it, of the 
young Man, the nndean son of the slaughtered tyrant — the fugi- 
tive c^r whom the true hearts of England are now following, 
that they may take and slay him t — ^ Why should your rider turn 
lus bridle our way V say you in your hearts ; < we will none of 
him ; if we may help ourselves, we will rather turn us to wallow 
in the mire of inonarohy, with the sow that was washed but 
newly.* Come, men of Woodstock, 1 will ask, and do you answer 
me. Hunger ^e still after the fieah-pots of the monke of God- 
etow t and ye will aay. Nay v— hut wherefore, except that the pots 
are cracked and broken, and the fire is extinguished wherewith 
thy oven used to boil I And again, 1 ask, drink ye still of the 
vw of the fornications of the fitir Boaamond f — ye will say, Nay ; 
— ^but wherefore !” — 

Here the orator, ere he could answer the question in his own 
way, was surprieed by the following reply, very pithily pronounced 
by one of the congrention Because you, and the hke of you, 
have loft us no bran^ to mix with it.” r/** 

All eyes turned to the audacious speaker, who stood boride one 
of the thiek stnnW Saxon lullars, which ho himaalf somewhat 
resembled, boittg tSuaci of stable, but very strongly made^ a squat 
broad Little John sort of figure, leaning on a quartonial^ and 
wearing a Jerkin, vdiiob, though now sorely otibed;aiid dlaeo- 
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loured, had once been of the Lincoln green, and showed remnants 
of having been laced. There was an air of careless, good-hu- 
moured audacity about the fellow ; and, though under military 
restramt, there were some of the citizens who could not help 
crying out, — Well said, Jocehne Joliffe !” 

"Jolly Joceliiie, call ye him I ” proceeded the preacher, with- 
out showing either contusion or displeasure at the interruption, — 
" I will make him Joceline of the jail. If he interrupts mo again. 
One of your park-keepers, 1 warrant, that can never forget they 
have home C. R. upon their badges and bugle-horns, even as a 
dog bears his owner’s name on his collar — a pretty emblem for 
CImstian men ! But the brute beast hath the better of him,-— 
the brute weareth his own coat, and tlie caitiff thrall wears his 
master's. 1 have seen such a wag make a rope’s end wag ere 
now. — Where was 1 1 — Oh, rebuking you for your backslidings, 
men of Woodstock. — Yes, then ye u ill say >e have renounoe<l 
Popery, and ye have renounced Prelacy, and then je wipe 
your mouth like Pharisees, as ye are ; and who but you for 
purity of religion ! But, 1 tell you, ye are but like Jehu the son 
of Nimshi, who broke down the house of Baal, yet departed not 
from the sons of Jeroboam. Even so ye eat not fisli on Friday 
with the blinded Papists, nor mmeed-pies on the 25th day of 
December, like the slothful Prelatists ; but ye will gorge on simk- 
posset each night in the year with your blind Presbyterian guide, 
and ye will speak evil of dignities, and revile the Commonwealth ; 
aud ye will glorify yourselves in your park of Woodstock, and 
say, * Was it not walled in first of any other in England, and that 
by Henry, son of William called tlie Conqueror 1’ And ye have 
a princely Lodge therein, and call the same a Royal Lodge ; and 
ye have an oak which ye call the Kmg’s Oak ; and ye steal and 
eat the venison of the park, and ye say, ^This is the king’s venison, 
we will wadi it down with a cup to the kine’s health — ^better we 
eat it than those round-headed commonweiuth knaves.’ But lis- 
ten unto me, and take warning. For these things come we to 
controversy with you. ' And our name shall be a cannon-shot, 
before whiidi your Lod^, in the pleasantness whereof ye take 
pastoe, shall be blown into ruins ; and we will be as a wedge to 
split asunder the King’s Oak into billets to heat a brown baker’s 
oven ; and we will diiq[^k your park, and slay your deer, and 
eat them ourselves, neither shall you have any portion thereof, 
whether in neck or haunch. Ye shall not haft a teupeuny knife 
with the hams thereof, neither shall ye cut a pair of breeches out 
of the hide, for all ye cutlers and glovers ; and ye shall have 
no oomfoFt or support neither from the sequestrated tnuitor Henry 
Lee, who called himself Ranger of Woo^tock, nor from any on 
Ilia behalf ; for they are coming hidier who shidl be called Maber- 
shahl-haefa-baz, because he n^eth haste to the spoil.” 

Here ended this wild effusion, the latter part of which fell 
hcatjr on the aouls of the pooridtiEenB of Womtoek, as tending 
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to eonfirm a report of an iinpleasiii" nature nhich liad been lately 
cirenlated. The coinnuiiiication witjL London was indeed slow, 
and the news whieh it iraiisiuitted were uncertain : no less un- 
certain were the times tlicniselves, and the I'umours which were 
circulated, exagt^erated by tlie hopes and fears of so many various 
factions. But tlie general stream of rei>ort, so far as Woodstock 
was cfincerned, had of late I'un unifornily in one direction. Bay 
after day tliey had becMi iiiioriiied, that the fatal fiat of Parha- 
ment had K^^ne out, for selling the park of Woodstock, destroying 
its lodge, disparking its forest, and erasing, as far as they could 
be erased, all traces of its ancitMit tame. Man> of the citizens 
were likely to be sutferers on tins occasion, as several of them 
enjoyed, (>itlier by suheranee or nglit, -various convenient privi- 
leges of pasturage, eutting hrewood, and the like, in the royal 
chase ; and all tlie inhabitants of the little borough were hurt to 
think, that the seenery of the place was to he destroyed, its edi- 
ticos ruined, and its honours rent away. This is a ]>atriotic sen- 
sation often iound in such places, w Inch ancient distinctions and 
long-cherished recollections of fomit'r days, render so different 
from towns of recent date. The imtives of Woodstock felt it in 
the fullest force. They had trembled at the anticipated calamity ; 
hut now, when it was announced by the appearance of tlinse 
dark, stem, and at the saiuo time omnipotent soldiers — now that 
they heard it proclaimed by the mouth of one of their military 
Xireachers — tht'y considered their fate as inevitable. The causes 
of disagreement among themselves were for the time forgotten, 
as the congregation, dismissed without psalmody or benediction, 
went slowly and mournfully homeward, each to his own place of 
abode. 


CHAPTER 11. 


Comp foTth, old man— Thy danshtcr’s aide 
li nunv the tittiiij; plare ior thee 
When 1im< hath niu I! d ilio ciak’ii hold pride. 
The I* •.mi. vet may hide 

Tht' ruitiH of the parent tree 


When tho sermon was ended, the military orator wiped his 
brow ; for, notwithstanding the coolness of the weather, he was 
heated with tlte vehemence of his speech and action. He then 
descended from the pulpit, and spoke a word or two to tiic oor- 
XHiral who commanded the party of Koldiers, who, replying by a 
sober nod of intelligence, ^ew his men together, and mazthed 
them in order to their quarters in tlio town. 

The preacher himself, as if notliing extraordinary had hap- 
pened, left tlie church and i sauntered through the streete of 
Woodstock, with the air of a stranger who was viewing tlie town, 
witiioat seeming to observe that lie was himself in hie turn 
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anxiously surveyed by the citizens, whose furtive yet frequent 
glances seemed to re^rd him as something alike suspected and 
dreadful, >et ou no account to he provoked. He heeded them 
not, but stalked on in the manner affected by the distinguished 
fanatics of the day ; a stiff solemn jtace, a severe and at tlie Bani<» 
time a c«mtemp1ativc look, like that of a man discomposed at the 
interruptions which earthly objects forced upon him, obliging 
him by their intrusion to withdraw hfs thoughts for an instant 
from celestial things. Iniiocont pleasures ol what kind soever 
tliey held in suspicion ami coiitc‘mpt, and innocent mirth they 
abominated. It was, however, a cast of mind that formed men 
for groat and manly actions, as it adopted principle, and iliat of 
an unselfish character, for the ruling motive, instead of the gra- 
tification of passion. Some* of thef« men were indeed hypocrites, 
using the cloak of religion only as a covering for their ambition ; 
but many really possesbod the devotional character, and the severe 
republican virtuo, which others only affected. By far the greater 
number hovered between tliese extremes, felt to a certain extent 
the power of religion, and complied with the times in affecting a 
great deal. 

The individual, w'hose pretensions to sanctity, written as they 
were upon his brow and gait, have given rise to the above digres- 
sion, reached at length the extremity of tlio principal street, which 
terminates upon the park of Woodstock. A battlemented portal 
of Gothic appearance defended the entrance to the avenue. It 
was of mixed architecture, but on the whole, though composed of 
the sty lea of tlio different age^ when it had received additions, 
had a striking and imposing effect. An immense gate, composed 
of rails of hammci'ed iron, with many a flourish and scroll, dis- 
playing as its uppermost ornament the ill-fated cipher of C. R., 
was now decayed, being partly wasted with rust, pai'tly by vio- 
lence. 

The stranger paused, as if uncertain whether he should de- 
mand or assay entrance. He looked thraugh tlie grating down 
an avenue skirted by majestic oaks, which led onward with a 
gentle curve, as if into the depths of some ample and ancient 
forest. The wicket of tlie large iron gate being left unwittingly 
open, the soldier was tempted to entw, yet with some hesitation, as 
he that intrudes upon ground which he conjectures may be pro- 
hibited — indeed his manner showed more reverence for the scene 
than could have been expected from his condition and character. 
He dackened his stately and consequential pace, and at length 
stood still, and looked around him. 

Not fiur from the gate, he saw rising from the trees one or two 
ancient and venerable turrets, bearinffjsach its own vane of rare 
device gUttering in the autnmn snn. TOese indicated the ancient 
hunting seat, or Lodge, as it was called, which bad, since the time 
of Henry 11., been occasionally the residence of the English 
nKmarchs, wim it pleased them to risit the woods of Oxford, 
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whai^ then so abounded with game, that, according to old Fuller, 
huntsmen and falcotiers were nowhere better pleased. The situ- 
ation which the Lodge occupied was a piece of flat ground, nf>w 
planted with sycamores, not far from the entrance to that magni- 
ficent spot where the spectator first stops to gaze upon Blenheim, 
to think of Marlborough’s victories, and to applaud or cziticibc 
the cumbrous magnificence of Vauburgh’s style. 

There, too, paused our military preacher, but with other 
thoughts, and for other purpose, than to admire the scene around 
him. It was not long afterwards when he beheld two persons, 
a male and a female, approaching dowly, and so deepl;^ engaged 
in their own conversation that they did not raise their eyes to 
obsOTve that there stood a stranger in the path before them. The 
soldier took advantage of their state of abstraction, and, desirous 
at once to watch their motions and avoid their observation, ho 
glided beneath one of the huge trees which skirted the path, and 
whose boughs, sweeping the ground on every side, ensured him 
against discovery, unless in case of an actual search. 

In the meantime, the gentleman and lady continued to advance, 
directing their course to a rustic seat, which still enjoyed the sun- 
beams, and was placed adjacent to the tree where the stranger 
was concealed. 

The man was elderly, yet seemed bent more by sorrow and in- 
firaiity than by the weight of years. He wore a mourning cloak, 
over a dress of the same melancholy colour, cut in that pictu- 
resque form which Vandyck has rendered immortal. But although 
the dress was handsome, it was put on and worn with a careless- 
ness which showed the mind of the wearer ill at case. His aged, 
yet still handsome countenance, had the same air of consequence 
which distinguished his dress and his gait. A striking part of 
his appearance was a long white beard, which descended w over 
the breast of his slaslied double^ and looked singular from its 
contrast ih colour with his habit. 

The young lady, by whom this venerable gentleman seemed to 
be in some degree supported as they walked arm in arm, was a 
slight and Byl]m-like form, with a person so delicately made, and 
so beautiful in countenance, that it seemed the earth on which 
she walked was too groasly massive a support for a creature so 
aerial. But mortal beauty must share human Borrows. The 
eyes of the beautiful being showed tokens of tears ; her colour 
was heuhtened as she listened to her aged companion ; and it 
was piam, from his melancholy yet displeased look, that the con- 
versatum was as distressing to luraself as to her. When they 
sate down on the bench we lutve mentioned, the gentlenian's 
eourse oould be distinctly overheard by the eavesuopping soldier, 
but the aoBwers of the young lady reached his ear rather leas 
distinetly. 

" It is not to be endured!” said the old man, paasimiately ; « H 
would stir up a*paralytic wretch to start up a soldier. My pM|de 
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have been thinned, I grant yon, or have fallen off from me in 
these times — 1 owe them no grudge for it, poor knaves; what 
should tliey do waiting on me when the pantry has no bread and 
the buttery no ale? But we have still about us some rugged fo- 
resters of the old Woodstoek breed — old as myself most oi them 
— what of that t old wood seldom warps in the w'ctting ; — 1 will 
liold out the old house, and it will not be the first time that I 
have held it agaiust ten times the strength that we hear of now.” 

" Alas ! my dear father i*' — said the young lady, in a tone 
which seemed to intimate his proposal of defence to be altogether 
desperate. 

** And why, alasl” said the gentleman, angrily ; is it because 
1 shut my door against a score or two of these blood-thirsty, hy- 
pocrites 1” 

But tlieir masters can as easily send a regiment or an army, 
if they will,” replied the lady ; " and what gc^ would your pre- 
sent defence do, excepting to exasperate them to your utter de- 
struction I” 

" Be it so, Alice,” replied her father; “ I have lived my time, 
and beyond it. 1 have outlived the kindest and most princeliko 
of masters. What do 1 do on the earth since the dismal thirtieth 
of January 1 Tlie parricide of that day was a signal to all true 
servants of Charles Stewart to avenge his death, or die as soon 
after as they could find a worthy opportunity.” 

" Do not speak thus, sir,^ said Alice Lee ; ** it does not become 
your gravity and your worth to throw away that life which may 
yet be of service to your king and country, — it will not and can- 
not always be tlius. England will not long endure the rulers 
wliich these bad times have assigned her. In the meanwhile — 
[here a few words escaped the listener’s ears] — and beware of 
that impatience, which makes had worse.” 

Worse I” exclaimed the impatient old man, " What can be 
worse I Is it not at the worst already t Will not these people 
exj^l 115 from the only shelter we have left — dilapidate what re- 
imuns of royal property under my charge — ^make the palace of 
princes into a den of thieves, and then wipe their mouths and 
thank God, as if they had done an alms-deed f” 

" StiU,” said his ^ughter, there is hope behind, and 1 trust 
the King is ere this out of their reach — We have reason to tliink 
well of my brother Albert’s safetjr.’* 

Ay, Albert ! there again,” said the old man, in a tone of re- 
proach ; " had it not been for thy entreaties I had gone to Wor- 
cester myself ; but I must needs lie here like a worthless hound 
when the hunt is up^ when who knows what service I might have 
shownt An old man’s head is sometimes useful when hU arm is 
but little worth. But you and Albert were so desirous tliat he 
should go alone— and now, who can say what has become of 
himP* 

^ Kay, nay, father,” said Alice, we have gogd hope that Al- 
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bert escaped from that fatal day ; young Abney saw him a mile 
from the held.” 

^ Young Abney lied, I believe,” said the father, in the some 
humour of contradiction — Young Abney’s tongue seems quicker 
than his hands, but far slower than his horse's heels when he 
leaves the roundheads behind him. I would rather Albert’s 
dead body were laid between Charles and Cromwell, than hear 
he fled as earl> as >ouiig Abnej.” 

‘‘ My dearest father,'’ said the young lady, weeping as she 
spoke, “ what can 1 say to comfort you ?” 

"Comfort me, say’st thou, girU 1 am sick of comfort — an 
honourable death, with the ruins of Woodstock for my monument, 
were the only comfort to old Henry Lee. Yes, by the memory 
of my fathers ! 1 will make good the Lodge against tiiese rebel- 
lious robbers.” 

" Yet be ruled, dearest father,” said the maiden, " and submit 
to that which we cannot gainsay. My uncle Everard'’ 

Here the old man cauglit at her unfinished words. " Thy 
uncle Everard, weiicli ! — Well, get on. — What of thy precious 
and loving uncle Everard t” 

" Nothing, sir,” she said, " if the subject displeases you.” 

" Displeases ino t'’ ho replied, " why should it displease me ! 
or if it did, why shouldst thou, or any one, affect to care about 
it I What is it that hath happened of late years — ^what is it can 
be thought to happen tliat astrologer can guess at, which can give 
pleasure to us I” 

" Fate,” sho replied, " may have in store the joyful restoration 
of our buiished Prince.” 

" Too late for my time, Alice,” said the knight ; " if there be 
such a white page in the heavenly book, it will not be turned 
until long after my day. — But 1 see thou wouldst escape me. — 
In a woi^, what of thy uncle Everard !” 

" Nay, sir,” said Alice, " God knows I would rather be silent 
for ever, than speak what might, as you would take it, add to 
your present distemperature.” 

" lUstemperature I” said her father ; " Oh, thou art a sweet- 
lipped phj'sician, and wouldst, I warrant me, drop nought but 
sweet bialm, and honey, and oil, on my distemperature — ^if that is 
the phrase for an old man’s aihnent, when be is wellnigh heart- 
braken^Onee more, what of thy uncle Everard !” 

Hu last words were uttered in a high and peevish tone of voice ; 
and AJiee Lee answered her father m a trembling and aubmis- 
aive toufii, 

** 1 only meant to say, sir, that I am well assured that my 
unde Everard, when wo quit tliis place” 

" That is to say, when we arc kicked out of it by crop-eared 
viiUdiM like himself. — But on with thy bountiful unde-— 
what will h» do t — will he £^ve us the remains of hh worshipAit 
and eoonoaauMU j^oase-keepiug, the fragments of a thrioe-aacked 
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capon twice a-week, and a plentiful fast on tlie oilier five daysl 
— ^ill hti give us beds beside his half-starved nags, and put 
them under a short allowance of straw, that his sister's husband 
— that I should have called my deceased angel by such a name ! 
— and his sister’s daughter, mav not sleep on the stones? Or 
will he send us a noble each, with a warning to make it last, for 
he had never known the ready-penny so hard to come by > Or 
what else will your uncle Everard do fof us? Get us a furlough 
tu beg? Why, I can do that without him.” 

You misconstrue him much,” answered Alice, with more 
spirit than she had hitherto displayed ; "and would you but 
question your own heart, you would acknowledge — 1 sj^ak with 
reverence — ^tliat your tongue utters what your better judgment 
would disown. My uncle Everard is neither a miser nor a hy- 
pocrite — neither so fond of the goods of this world that he would 
not supply our distresses amply, nor so wedded to fanatical opi- 
nions as to exclude charity for otlicr sects beside his own.” 

" Ay, ay, the Church of England is a sect with him, I doubt 
not, andperha]^ with tliee too, Alice,” said the knight. " What 
18 a Muggletonian, or a Ranter, or a Brownist, but a sectary 1 
and thy phrase places them all, with Jack Presbyter himself, on 
the same footing with our learned prelates and religious clergy ! 
Such is the cant of tiie day thou livest in, and why raouldst thou 
not talk like one of the wise virgins and psalm-singing sisters, 
since, though thou hast a profane old cavafier for a father, thou 
art own niece to pious uncle Everard {” 

" if you speak tlius, my dear father,” said Alice, " what can 1 
answer you 1 Hear me but one patient word, and I shall have 
discharged my uncle Everard’s commission.” 

" Oh, it is a commission, then 1 Surely, 1 suspected so much 
from the beginning — ^nay, have some sharp guess touching the 
ambassador also. — Come, madam, the mediator, do your errand, 
and you shall have no reason to complain of my patience.** 

" Then, sir,” replied his daughter, " my uncle Everard desires 
you would be courteous to the commistdoners, who come here to 
sequestrate the {wks and the property ; or, at least, heedfully to 
abstain from giving them obstacle or opposition : it can, he says, 
do no good, even on your own principles, and it w'ill give a pretext 
for proeceding against you as one in the worst degree of malig- 
nity, which he thinks may otherwise be prevented. Nay, he has 
go^ hope, that if you follow his counsel, the committee may, 
through the interest he possesses, be inclined to remove the se- 
questration of your estate on a moderate fine. Thus says my 
unele ; and having communicated his advice, 1 have no occasion 
to lum your patience with farther argument.’* 

" It is well thou dost not, Alice,” answered Sir Heniy Lee, in 
a tone of nmpreassd anger ; " for, by the blessed Rood, thou hast 
weUaigh led me into tlie heresy of thinking thee no daughter of 
miBBL— 'Ah I my beloved companion, who art now far from the 
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that the daughter thou didst clasp to thy bosom, would, like the 
wicked wife of Job, become a temptress to her father in the hour 
of affliction, and recommend to him to make his conscience truckle 
to his interest, and to beg back at the bloody hands of his mas- 
ter's, and perhaps his son’s murderers, a wreUdied remnant of 
the royal property he has been robbed of ! — ^Why, wench, if I 
must beg, think’st thou 1 will sue to those who have made me a 
mendicant I No. I will never show my grey beard, worn in sor- 
row for my sovereign’s death, to move the compassion of some 
proud sequestrator, who perhaps was one of the parricides. No. 
If Henry Lee must sue for food, it shall be of some sound loyalist 
like himself, who, having but half a loaf remaining, will not ne- 
vertheless refuse to share it with him. For his daughter, she 
may wander her own way, which leads her to a refuge with her 
wealthy roundhead kinsfolk ; but let her no more call him fa- 
ther, whose honest indigence she has refused to share !” 

" You do mo injustice, sir,” answered the young lady, with a 
voice animated yet faltering, " cruel injustice. God knows, your 
way is my way, tliough it lead to ruin and beggary ; and while 
you tread it, my arm shall support you while you will accept an 
aid BO feeble.” 

Thou word’st me, girl,” answered the old cavalier, " thou 
word’st me, as Will Shakspeare says — ^thou speakest of lending 
me thy arm; but thy secret thought is thyself to hang upon 
Markham Everard’s.” 

" My fatlier, my father,” answered Alice, in a tone of deep 
grief, ** what can thus have altered your clear judgment and 
kindly heart; — Accursed be these civil commotions; not only 
do they destroy men’s bodies, but they pervert their souls ; and 
the brave, the noble, the generous, become suspiciouB, harsh, and 
mean ! Why upbraid me with Markham Everard I Have I 
seen or spoke to him since you forbid him my company, with 
terms less kind — I will epeak it trulv — than was due even to the 
relationship betwixt yon 1 Why Uunk I would sacrifioe to that 
young man my duty to you 1 Know, that were 1 capable of such 
eriminal wealmess, Markham Everard were the first to demise 
me for it.” 

She put her handkerchief to her eyes, but die could not hide 
her Bob^ nor conceal the distress they intimated. The old man 
vma jnoved. 

** I cannot tell,” he said, ** what to think oS it, Tliou seem’st 
smoMij and wert ever a good and kindly daugfaietr^ow fihou 
hast let that rebel youth creep into thy heart I wot not; perhaps 
it is a puiHshment on me, who thought the loyalty of my house 
was Him undeflled ermine. Yet here is a damned apot, and on 
the fiKheat gem of aU*-my own dear Alioe. But do not we^p— 
we haw eoiougb to ven us. Where ia it that Shakspeare hath 
It 
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* Gentle daughter. 

Gn'e even vray unto my rough afTain; 

Put you not on the temper of the time*. 

Nor be, like them, to Percy troubloeome,'*' 

" 1 am glad,” answered the young lady, to hear you quote 
your favourite again, sir. Our little jars are ever wellmgh ended 
when Shakspeare comes in play.” 

His book was the elosct-companlon of my blessed master,” 
said Sir Henry Lee ; “ after the Bible, (with reverence for nam- 
ing them together,) he felt more comfort in it than in any other ; 
and as 1 have shared his disease, why, it is natural 1 should take 
his medicine. Albeit, 1 pretend not to my master's art in ex- 
plaining the dark passages ; for I am but a rude man, and rusti- 
cally brought up to arms and hunting.” 

‘<*You have seen Shakspeare yourself, sirl” said the young 
lady. 

Silly wench,” replied the knight, ^ he died when 1 was a 
mere child — thou hast heard me say so twenty times ; but thou 
wouldst lead the old man away from the tender subject. Well, 
though 1 am not blind, I can shut my eyes and follow. Ben 
Jonson 1 knew, and could tell thee many a tale of our meetings 
at the Mermaid, where, if there was much wine, there was much 
wit also. Wo did not sit blowing tobacco in each other's faces, 
and turning up the whites of our eyes as we turned up the bottom 
of the wine-pot. Old Ben adopted me as one of his sons in the 
muses. 1 have shown you, have I not, tlie verses, < To my much 
beloved sou, the worshipful Sir Henry Lee of Ditchley, Knight 
and Baronet 1’ ” 

" I do not remember them at present, sir,” replied Alice. 

" I fear ye lie, wench,” said lier father ; ^ but no matter— 
thou canst not get any more fooling out of me just now. The 
Evil Spirit hath left Saul for tlie present We are now to think 
what is to be done about leaving Woodstock— or defending it 1” 

" My dearest father,” said Alice, " can you still nourish a 
moment's hope of making good the place 1” 

** I know not, wench,” replied Sir Henry ; " I would lain have 
a pai^g blow with them, 'tie certain — and who knows where a 
blessing may alight 1 But then, my poor knaves that must take 
part with me in so hopeless a quarrel — ^that thought hampers 
mo, I confess.” 

" Oh, let it do so, sir,” replied Alice ; there are soldiers in 
the town, and there are three regiments at Oxford !” 

Ah, poor Oxford 1” exdaim^ Sir Henry, whose vaseillating 
state of mind was turned by a word to any new subject that was 
suggested , — ** Seat of learning and loyalty 1 these rude sdldiers 
are unfit inmates for thy learned halls and poetio&l bowers ; but 
thy pure and brilliant lamp shall defy the foul breath ni a thon- 
Baaa churls, were they to blow at it like Boreas. The buminff 
bush shall not be eonsvaned, even by the heat of diis perseentiiOD." 
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** True, sir,” said Alice, “ and it may not be UHeless to recol- 
lect, that an> stirring of the royalists at this anpropitious mo- 
ment will make them deal yet more harshly with the University, 
which they eoiiKider as being at the Inittom of every thing whidi 
moves for the King m these' parts.” 

It is true, wench,” replied the knight ; " and small canso 
would make the villains sequohtrate the poor remains which the 
civil wars have left to the colleges. That, and the ribk of m> 
poor fellows — Well ! thou hast disarmed me, girl. 1 will be us 
patient and calm as a martyr.” 

“ Pray God you keep your word, sir replied his daughter ; 
** but you are ever so luucli moved at the sight of any of these 
men, that” 

“ Would you make a child of me, Alice ?” said Sir Henr>. 

Why, know you not that 1 can lm»k upon a viper, or a toad, or 
a bunch of cugeiidering adders, without any worse feeling than 
a little disgust ! and thiragh a roundhead, and especially a red- 
coat, are in my opinion more poisonous than vipers, more loatli- 
some than toads, more hateful than knotted adders, yet can I 
overcome my nature so far, that should one of tliem appear at 
this moment, thyself should see how civilly 1 would entreat him.” 

As he spoke, the military preacher abandone*! his leafy screen, 
and stalking forward, stood unexpectedly before tho old cavaher, 
who stared at him, as if he had thought liis expressions had ac- 
tually raised a devil. 

** Who art tliou ?” at length said Sir Henry, in a raised and 
angry voice, while his daughter clung to his arm in terror, little 
confident that her father's pacific resolutions would abide the 
shock of this unwelcome apparition. 

^ I am one,” replied the soldier, " who neither fear nor shame 
to call myself a poor day-laboui'er in the great work of England — 
umph 1 — Ay, a simple and siucero upnolder of the good old 
cause.” 

" And what the devil do you seek here 1” said the old knight, 
fiercely. 

The welcome due to die steward of the Lords Commission- 
ers,” answered the soldier. 

" Welcome art thou as salt would he to sore eyes,” said the 
cavalier ; ^ but who be your Gomnusaioners, man 1” 

The soldier with little courtesy held out a scroll, which Sir 
Henry took front him betwixt his finger and thumb, as if it were 
a letter from a pest-house ; and held it at as much distance from 
his eyes, sb bis purpose of reading it would permit He then 
read alood, and as he named the parties one bv one, he added a 
short oomineiitavy on each name, addressed, indeed, to Alice, but 
in sueli a tone that showed he oared not for its being heard by 
tihesskfier. 

" IMoriNMA-i^Ihe ploughman Desboroogh — as grovelling a 
clown as is m £ng1and-HS fellow that would be at him. 
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like an ancient Scythian, under the tilt of a waggon — d — n him. 
Harrmn—Si bloody -minded, ranting enthusiast, who read the 
Bible to such purpoEX:', that he never lacked a text to justify a 
murder — d — n him too. BUtmn — a true-blue Commonwealth's 
man, one of Hiirrison's Rota Club, with his noddle full of new- 
fangled notions about government, the clearest object of which is 
to establish tlie tail u]H>n the head ; a fellow who leaves you the 
statutes and law of old England, to jirate'of Rome and tireece — 
sees the Areopagus in Westminster-llall, and takes old Null for 
a Roman consul — Adad, he is like to prove a dictator amongst 
them instead. Never mind — d — n Bletson too.*' 

“ F'ricnd,** said the soldier, “ 1 would willingly be civil, but it 
consists not with my dnt> to hear tliese godly men, in whose ser- 
vice I din, spokt^n of alter tins irreverent and unbecoming fashion. 
And albeit I know that yon niaiignants think you have a right 
to make free with that damnation, which you seem to use as your 
owm portion, yet it is superHuous to invoke it against others, who 
liave better hopes in their thoughts, and better words in their 
mouths ” 

“ Thou art but a canting varlet,” replied the knight ; “ and 
yet tliou art right in some souse — for it is supi^riluous to curse 
men who already are damned as black as the smoke of hell it- 
self.'* 

“ 1 pnthee forbear,” continued the soldier, “ for manners' sake, 
if not for eoiiseienee — grisly oaths suit ill with grey beards.” 

“ Nay, that is truth, if the devil spoke it,” said the knight ; 
** and 1 thank Heaven 1 can follow good counsel, though old 
Nick gives it. And so, friend, touching these same Commission- 
ers, heal them this message ; that Sir Henry Lee is keeper of 
Woodstock Park, with right of waif and stray, vert and venison, 
as complete as any of them have to their estate — ^that is, if they 
possess any estate but what they have gained by plundering 
honest men. Nevertheleas, ho will give place to those who have 
made their might their right, and will not expose the lives of 
good and true men, wfiere the odds aro so much against them. 
And he protests that he makes this surrender, neither as acknow- 
ledging of these so termed (^mroissioners, nor as for his own 
individual part fearing tlieir force, but purely to avoid the loss of 
English blood, of which so much Imth been spilt in these late times.” 

‘‘ It is well spoken,” said tho steward of the Commissioners ; 

aud therefore, I pray you, let us walk together into tlie house, 
that thou may'st deliver up unto me the vessels, and gold and 
silver ornaments, belonging unto tho Egyptian Pliaraoh, who 
committed them to thy keeping.” 

" What vessels I” exclaimed the. fiery old knight ; and be- 
longing to whom 1 Unbaptized dog, speak civil of the Martyr in 
xny presence, op I will do a deed misl^cnming of me on that cai- 
tiff oorpee of thine !” — And sliaking his daughter from his right 
arm, the M man laid his hand on bis ra^iier. 
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H» antegonUt, on the contrary, kept his temper completely, 
and waving his hand to add impression to his speech, he said, 
with a calmness which aggravated Sir Henry’s wrath, ‘‘ Nay, 
good friend, I prithee be still, and brawl not — ^it becomes not 
gi>ey hairs and feeble arms to rail and rant like drunkards. Put 
me not to use the carnal weapon in mine own defence, but listen 
to the voice of reason. See’st thou not that the Lord hath de- 
cided this great controversy in favour of us and ours, against 
thee and tliine 1 Wherefore, render up thy stewardship peace- 
fully, and deliver up to me tlie chattels of the Man, Ciiarles 
Stewart.” 

Patience is a good nag, but she uill bolt,” siud the knight, 
unable longer to rem in nis wrath. He plucked his sheathed 
rapier from his side, struck the soldier a severe blow with it, and 
instantly drawing i^ and throwing the scabbard over the trees, 
placed himself in a posture of defence, with his sword’s point 
within half a yard of the steward’s body. The latter stepped 
back with activity, tlirew his long cloak from liis shoulders, and 
drawing his long tuck, stood upon his guard. The swords 
dashed smartly together, while Alice, in her terror, screamed 
wildly for assistance. But the combat waa of short duration. 
The dd cavaher had attacked a man as cunning of fence as he 
himself, or a little more so, and possessing all the strength and 
activity of which time had depriv^ Sir Henry, and the calmness 
which the other had lost in lus passion. They had scarce ex- 
changed three passes ere the sword of tlie knight flew up in the 
air, as if it liad gone in search of the scabbwrd ; and burning 
with shame and anger. Sir Henry stood disarmed, at the mercy 
of his antagonist. The republican showed no purpose of abusing 
his victory; nor did he, either during the combat, or after the 
victory was won, in any respect alter the sour and grave com- 
posure which rrigned upon his countenance — a combat of life 
and death seemed to him a thing as flimiliar, and aa little to be 
feared, as au ordinary bout with foils. 

Thou art deliver into my bands,” he said, ^ and by the 
law of arms 1 might smite thee under the fifth rib, even as 
Asahel was struck dead by Abner, the son of Ner, as he followed 
the chase on the hill of Ammah, tliat lieth before Giah, in the 
way of the wilderness of Gibeon ; but far be it from me to spill 
thy remaining drops of blood. True it is, thou art the captive 
wy sword and of my spear ; neverthelesi^ seeing that &ero 
maynbe a turning from thine evil ways, and a returmng to those 
wfaMh are good, u the Lord enl^o thv date for repentance and 
anMndment, whmfore should it be shortened by a poor rinful 
znor^ who sk speaking truly, but thy fellow-wormi” 

Hmry Lee remained still oonfased, and unable to answer, 
when there arrived a fourth person, whom the cries of Alice had 
Buramoned to the spot. This was Joceline Jollffe, one of the 
umterfuepeni d the walk, who, seeing how matten Mod, 
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brandished his qiiarterstalF, a wea|>on from which he never 
parted, and having made it describe the figure of eight in a 
flourish through the air, would have brought it down witli a 
vengeance upon the head of the steviard, had not Sir Henry in- 
terposed. 

Wo must trail bats now, Joceliiie— our time of shouldering 
them is past. It skills not striving against the stream — ^the devil 
rules the roast, and makes our slaves our tutors.'' 

At this moment another auxiliary rushed out of the thicket to 
the knight's assistance. It was a large wolf-dog, in strength a 
mastifT, in form and almost in fleetness a gi'eyhouud. Bevis was 
the noblest of tho kind which ever pulled down a stag, tawny- 
coloured like a hon, with a black muzzle and black feet, just 
edged with a line of white round the toes. He was as tractable 
as he was strong and bold. Just as he was about to rusli upon 
the soldier, the words, " Peace, Bevis!” from Sir Henry, con- 
verted the lion into a lamb, and, instead of pulling the soldier 
down, he walked round and round, and snuffed, as if using all 
his sagacity to discover who the stranger could be, towards 
whom, though of so questionable au appearance, he waa onjoined 
forbearance. Apparently he was satisfied, fur he laid aside 
his doubtful and threatening demonstrations, lowered his ears, 
smoothed down his bristles, and wagged his tail. 

Sir Henry, who had great respect for the sagacity of his 
favourite, said in a low voice to Alice, " Bevis is of tliy opinion, 
and oounstds submission. There is the finger of Heaven iu this 
to punish tlie pride, ever the fault of our houae.^ — Friend,” he 
continued, addrossing the soldier, thou hast given the finishing 
touch to a lesson, which ton years of constant misfortune have 
been unable fully to teach me. Thou hast distinctly shown me 
the folW of tliiiiking that a good causo can stren^ien a weak 
arm. God forrive me for tho tliought, but I could almost turn 
infidel, and believe that Heaven's blessing goes ever with the 
longest sword ; but it will not be always mus. God knows bis 
time. — Reach me my Toledo, Joceline, yonder it lies ; and the 
scabbard, see where it hanj^ on the tree. — Do not pull at my 
doak, Alice, and look so miserably frightened ; 1 sliall be in no 
hurry to betake me to bright steel again, I promise thee. — For 
thee, good fellow, 1 thank thee, and will make wav for thy mas- 
ters without farther dispute or ceremony. Joceline Jdiffe is 
nearer thy degree than I am, and will make surrender to thee 
of the Lodge and household stuff. Withhold nothing, Joliffe — 
let them fiive all. For me, I will never cross the threshold 
agam — ^but where to rest for a night 1 I would trouble no cme 
in Woodstock— Jium — av — ^it riiall be so. Alice and 1, Joceline, 
will go down to hut by Rosamond’a well ; we will borrow the 
dwlter of thy roof for one night at least ; thou wilt give us wel- 
come, wilt thou nott — How now — a clouded browl” 

JoeeUne oertainly looked embarraaaed, directed first a glance 
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to Alice^ then looked to Heaven, tlicn to earth, and last to the 
four quarters of tlie horizon, and then murmured out, Certainly 
— ^wi^out question — ^might he but run down to put tlie house in 
order.” 

“ Order enough — order enough — for those that may soon be 
glad of clean straw in a barn,” said tho knight ; ^ but if thou 
hast an ill-will to harbour any obnoxious or malignant persons, 
as the phrase goes, never shame to speak it out, man. ’Tis true, 
1 took tliee np when thou wert but a ragged llobin,* made a 
keeper of thee, and so forth. Wliat of that 1 Sailors think no 
longer of the wind than when it forwards them on the voyage — 
thy betters turn with the tide, why should not such a poor knave 
as thou 

“ God pardon your honour for your harsh ludgment,” said 
Joliffe. ** Tlie hut is yours, such as it is, and should be were it 
a king's palace, as 1 wish it were even for your honour's sake, and 
Mistress Alice's — only 1 could wish your lionoiir would conde- 
scend to let me step down before, in case an> neighbour be there 
—or— or — ^just to put matters something into order for Mistress 
Alice and your honour — just to make things something seemly 
and shapely.” 

" Not a whit necessary,” said the knight, while Alice had much 
trouble in concealing her agitation. " If thy matters are unseem- 
ly, they are fitter for a defe.ated knight — if they are unshapely, 
why, the liker to the rest of a world, which is all unshapod. Go 
thou with that man. — What is thy name, friend !” 

Joseph Tomkins is my name in the flesh,” said the steward. 
** Men call me Honest Joe, and Trusty Tomkins.” 

‘‘ If thou hast deserved such names, ooubidering what trade 
thou has driven, thou art a jewel indeed,” said the knight ; " yet 
if thou hast not, never blush for the matter, Joseph, for if thou 
art not in truth honest, thou hast all the better chance to keep 
the fame of it — ^the title and the thing itself have long walked 
separate ways. Farewell to thee, — and farewell to fair Wood- 
stock ! ” 

So saying, the old knight turned round, and pulling his daugh- 
ter's aim through his own, they walked onward into the forest, 
m the same manner in which they were introduced to the reader. 

* The keeper's fulloircri in the New Forest are c&lled in popular lanKuage 
rttftsed Robiut. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Now, 70 wild bladei, that make locwe him your itoffo 
To Tapfiur forth the acti of thia sad age, 

Stout Edgeliill fight, the Newhcrnes atid the Went, 

And northern clashes, where you still fought best , 

Your strange escapes, your dangers void of fear. 

When bullets flew between the head and ear. 

Whether yon fought by Damnio or tlie Spirit, 

Of you 1 speak. 

Uffcnd of Captain Jonn 

Joseph Tomkins and Joliffe the keeper remained for some time 
in silence, as they stood together looking along the path in which 
the figures of the Knight of Ditdih'y and pretty Mistress Alice 
had disappeared behind the trees. They then gazed on each 
other in doubt, as men who scarce knew whetlier they stood' on 
hostile or on friendly terms together, and were at a loss how to 
open a conversation. They heard the knight’s whistle summon 
Bevis ; but though the good hound turned his head and pricked 
his ears at the sound, yet he did not obey the call, but continued 
to siiuff around Joseph Tomkins’s cloak. 

** Thou art a rare one, I fear me,” said the keeper, looking to 
his new acquaintance. ** 1 have heard of men who have charms 
to steal both dogs and deer.” 

^ Trouble not thyself about my qualities, friend,” said Joseph 
Tomkins, but bethink thee of doing thy master’s bidding.” 

Joeeline did not immediately answer, but at length, as if in 
sign of truce, stuck the end of his quarterstaff upright in the 
ground, and leant upon it as he said gruffly , — ^ So, my tough old 
knight and you were at drawn bilbo, by way of afternoon service, 
sir preacher — Well for you I came not up till the blades were 
done jingling, or 1 had rung even-song upon your pate.” 

The Independent smiled grimly as he replied, " Nay, friend, 
it is well for thyself, for never should sexton have been better 
paid for the knell he tolled. Nevertheless, why should there be 
war betwixt us, or my hand be aminst thine f Thou art but a 
poor knave, doing thy master’s or£r, nor have 1 any desire that 
my own blood or thine should be shed touching this matter. — 
Thou art, I understand, to give me peaceful posseseion of the Pa- 
lace of Woodstock, so calM-*though there is now no palace in 
England, no, nor shall be in the days that come after, until we 
shul enter the palace of the New Jerusalem, and the reign of the 
Saints shall commence on earth.” 

** Pretty well begun already, friend Tomkins,” said the keeper ; 

yen are litfle short of being kings already upon the matter as 
H mow atands ; and to your Jerusalem 1 wot not, but Woodstock 
is • pretty nert-egs to begin wxth_Well, will you shog — will 
yOa«n--.'WymttaimBasineandHvery ? — You heard my onlera.” 
rob, XXI, X 
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Umph — I know not,” said Tomkins. « J must bewaro of 
ambuscades, and 1 am alone here. Moreover, it is the Hi^h 
Thanksgiving appointed by Parliament, and owned to by the 
army — also tlie old man and tho young woman may want to re- 
cover stilho of tbcir clothes and personal property, and 1 would 
not that they were baulked on my account. Wherefore, if thou 
wilt deliver me possession to-morrow morning, it shall be done m 
personal presence of my own followers, and of the Presbyterian 
man tlie Mayor, so tliat the transfer may be made before wit- 
nesses ; whereas, were there none with us but thou to deliver, 
and 1 to take possession, the men of Belial might say. Go to. 
Trusty Tomkins hath been an Edomite — Honest Joe hath been 
as an Ishniaelite, rising nji early and dividing the spoil with them 
that served the Man—^ca, tht‘y that wore beards and green jer- 
kins, as in remembrance of the Man and of his goveTnment. 

Joceline fixed his keen dark eyes iijion the soldier as he spoke, 
as if in design to discover whether there vras fair play in his mind 
or not. He then applied his five fingers to scratch a large shock 
head of hair, as if ^at ojieration w as necessary to enable him to 
come to a conclusion. “ This is all fair sounding, brother,” said 
be ; ^ but 1 toll jjjg plainly, there are sonic silver mugs, and 
platters, and flagqpil( ^u forth, in yonder house, which liave 
survived the general siveep that sent all our plate to the smelt- 
ing-pot, to mti our knight’s trf»op on horseback Now, if thou 
takest not tnese off my hand, I may come to trouble, since it may 
lie thought 1 have nunished their numbers. — Whereas, 1 being 
as honest a fellow” — — 


“ As ever stole venison,” said Tomkins—” nay, I do owe thee 
an interruption.” 

* Go to, tlien,” repUcsl the keeper ; ” if a stag may have come 
to mischance in my walk, it was no way in tlie course of disho- 
nesty, but merely to keep my old dame’s pan from rusting ; but 
for silver poniiigers, taiikai^s, and such like, I would as soon 
have drunk the melted silver, as stolen the vessel made out of it. 
^ that 1 would not wish blame or suspicion fell on me in this 
natter. And, therefore, if mb will have the things rendered 
even now', — why so — and if no^iold me blameless.” 

” Ay, truly I” said Tomkins; ” and who is to hold me blame- 


warilyia the matter. To lack up the house and leave it, were 
but iSam work of simple ones. What say’st thou to spend the 
night there, and then nothing can be touched without the know- 
ledi^ ua both !” 

” Why,'oonoenuDg that,” answered the kee(per, ” l abotthhbe 
at mgr hut to make mattexu somewhat oonfonaabla te the old 
knigiit and Mistruss Alice, for my old dame Joou iaaoinailflUf 
dunuj^i and will eearee know how to malll^||e— and lO ’S m 
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the truth, by the inaRS 1 would rather not see Sir Henry to- 
night, since what has happened to-day bath roused his spleen, 
and it is a peradventure he may have met something at the hut 
whicli will scarce tend to cord it.” 

It is a pity,” said Tomkins, that being a gentlemsA of such 
grave and goodly presence, he should be such a malignant cava- 
lier, and that he should, like the rest of that generation of vipers, 
have clotlied himself with curses os with k. garment.” 

Which is as much as to say, the tough old knight hath a 
habit of SMTearing,” said the kipper, grinning at a pun, which 
has been repeated since liis time ; but who can help it 1 it 
comes of use and wont. Were you now, in your bodily self, to 
light suddenly on a Maypole, with all the blithe morris-dancera 
prancing around it to tlic merry pipe and tabor, with bells jing- 
ling, ribands fluttering, lads frisking and laughing, lasses leaping 
till you might see where the scarlet garter fastened the light-bluo 
hose, 1 thuik some feeling, resemhhng cither natural sociality, 
or old use and wont, would got tlie better, friend, even of thy 
gravity, and thou wouldst fling thy cuckoldy steeple-hat one way, 
and that blood-thirsty long sword another, and trip,^ hke the 
noodles of IIogs-Norton, when the pigs play the organ,” 

The Independent turned fiercely round the keeper, and 
replied, How now, Mr. Green Jerkin 1 whS language is this 
to one whose hand is at the plough 1 1 advise thee to put curb 
on thy tongue, lest thy ribs pay the forfeit.” 

Nay, do not take the high tone with me, brother,” answered 
Joceline ; ^ remember thou hast not the old knight of sixty-five 
to deal with, hut a fellow as bitter and prompt as tliyself--it may 
be a little more so — younger, at all events— and prithee, why 
shuuldst thou take such umbrage at a Maypole T 1 would thou 
hadst known one Phil Hazeldine of these parts — He was the best 
morris-dancer betwixt Oxford and Burfo^.” 

The more shame to him,” answered the Independent ; ^ and 
I trust he has seen the error of his ways, and made himself (as, 
if a man of action, he easily might) fit for better company than 
wood-hunters, doer-stealers, Ma^Jdarions, Bwash-bucklcra, do* 
boshed revellers, bloody brawlonfShaskers, and mummers, lewd 
men and light women, fiiolB and fiddlers, and carnal self-pleasers 
of every description.” 

« Well,” replied the keeper, ** you are out of breath in time ; 
for here we stand befom the Mmub Maypole of Woodstock.” 

They paused in an open space of meadow-land, beautifully 
skirted by large oaks a|^ sycamores, one of which« as king of 
the forest stood a litde detached from the rest, as if seorm'ng 
the victnite of any rival. It was scathed and gnarled in the 
t«a itehe %Jbat the immense trunk still showed to what gigantic 
of the forest can attain in the groves of merry 

the King’s oak,” said Joceline ; the oUeet 
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men of Woodstock know not how old it is ; they say Henry used 
to sit under it with fair Rosamond, and see the lasses dance, and 
the lads of the villago run races, and wrestle for belts or bon- 
nets.” 

** 1 nothing dfmbt it, friend,” said Tomkins ; " a tyrant and a 
harlot were fitting patron and patroncHs for such vanities.” 

“ Thou md}st hay thy say, fnend, * replied the keei)cr, “ so 
thou lettest mo say mine. There stands the Maypole, as thou 
seest, lialf a flight-shot from the King's Oak, in the midst of the 
meadow. The King gave km shillings from the customs of 
Woodstock to make a new one .nearly, besides a tree fitted for 
the purpose out of the forest. Now it is warped, and withered, 
and twisted, like a wasted hiier-rod. The green, too, used to be 
eloHC-bhaved, and rolled till it was smooth as a velvet mantle — 
now it is rough and overgrown.” 

Well, well, friend Joceline,” said tho Independent, but 
where was tlie edification of all this f — what use of doctrine could 
be derived from a pipe and tabor ! or was there ever aught like 
wisdom in a bagpifie i ” 

" You may ask better scholars that,” said Jocohne ; “ but rae- 
tliinks men cannot be always grave, aud with the hat over their 
brow, A young maiden will laugh as a tender flow'er will blow 
— ay, and a ltd will hke her the better for it; just as the same 
blimo ^ringtbat makes the young birds whistle, bids the bhtho 
fawns slap. T^ere have come worse days since the jolly old 
times have |(oiie by: — I tell thee, that in the holidays which 
you, Mr. Longsw'ord, have put down, I have si’cii this green- 
swaid alive w'llli merry maidens and manly fellows. The good 
old rector hinisclf tliought it was no sin to come for a w hile and 
look on, and his goodly cassock and scarf kept us all in good 
order, and taught ue to limit our mirth within the bounds of dis- 
cretion. We might, it may be, crack a broad jest, or pledge a 
friendly cup a turn too often, but it was in mirth and good neigh- 
bourhood —Ay, and if there was a bout at single-stick, or a bel- 
Kfu] of boxing, it was all for love and kindness ; and better a 
few dry blows m dnuk, than the bloody doings w'o have had in 
sober earnest, since the presbyter's cap got above the bishop's 
mitre, aud wre exchanged our goodly rectors and learned doctors, 
whose sermons were all bolstered up with as much Greek and 
Latin as might have confounded the devil himself, for weavers 
and oobbleti, and such other pulpit volunteers, as — as we heard 
tins morning — It will out 

" Well, friend,” said the Independent^ with patience seazcely 
to have been exacted, ! quarrel not with thee for nanseating 
my doctrine, li thine ear is so much tickled with tabor tunes 
and mcovis tripping, truly it is not likelv tlion shonldsi find plea- 
sant awconrin more wholesome and sober food. But, let ns to 
the Lodge, tfwt wo may go about our businew there before the 
sunmiP* 



WOODSTOCK. 


** Troth, and tlmt may be adviHable for more reasons than 
one,’* said tlie keeper ; “ for there have been tales about the 
Lodge a Inch have maiie men afeard to harbour there after 
nightfall.” 

Were not yon old kniglit, and yonder damsel his daughter, 
^oiit to dwell there 1” said the Independent. My information 
said so.” 

“ Ay , truly did they,” said Jocelino ; « and while they kopt a 
jr>lly household, all went well enough ; for nothing banishes tear 
like good ale. But after the best of our men went to the waiw, 
and were slain at Naseby light, they who were left found the 
Lodge more ione&uiue, and the old knight has been much desert- 
ed of his servants : — ^marry, it might be, that he has lacked silver 
of late to pay groom and lackey.” 

**’ A potenti^ reason fur the diminution of a household,” said 
thr» soldier. 

" Right, sir, even so,” replied the keeper. “ They spoke of 
steps in the great gallery, heard by dead of the night, and voices 
that whispered at noon iii the matted chambers ; and the servants 
jircteudcd that these things scared them awray ; but, in my poor 
judgment, when klartinmas and Whitsuntide came round w'ith^ 
out a penny-fee, tlie old blue^bottles of serviiig-men began to 
think of creeping elsewhere before the frost chilled them. — No 
devil so frightful as that which dances in the pocket where thert' 
IS no cross to keep him out,” 

‘'’You were reduced, then, to a petty household 1 ” taid Uie 
Independent. 

“Ay, marry, were we,” said Joceliiie; “but we Kept some 
half-score together, what with blue-bottles in the Lodge, what 
with green caterpillars of the diase, like him who is yours to 
command ; we stuck together till we found a call to takeV morn- 
ing’s ride somewhere or other.” 

“To the town of Worcester,” said the soldier, “wdicre you 
were crushed like vertnin and palmer worms, as you aiv.” 

“You may say your pleasure,” replied the keciier ; “Til never 
contradict a man who has got my head under his belt. Our tacks 
are at the wall, or you would not be here.” 

“ Nay, friend,” said the Independent, “ thou riskest nothing 
by thy freedom and trust in me. 1 can be 6o» camarado to a 
good soldier, althoimh I have striven with him even to tlie gouig 
down of the sun. — But here we are iu front of the liodge.” 

They stood accordingly in front of the old Gothic building, ir- 
regularly constructed, and at different times, as the humour of 




stock Chase, and to make such improvements for their own ac- 
enmiaodation as the inereaung luxury of each age required. 
Vhe cldset part of the stmeture had been named by tradition 
^Fair Rnasmond’s Tower ; it was a nnaU turret of gmt height, 
•Witii narrow windows, and walls of massive thickness. The 


WOODSTOCK. 


70 

Tower had no opening to the ground^ or means of descending, a 
great part of the lower portion being solid mason-work. It was 
traditionally said to have been accessible only by a sort of small 
drawbridge, which might be dropped at pleasure from a little 
portal near the summit of the turi'et, to the battlements of an- 
other tower of the same construction, but twenty feet lower, and 
containing only a winding staircase, called in Woodstock Love’s 
Ladder ; oecause it is said, that by ascending this staircase to 
the top of the tower, and then making use of the drawbridge, 
Henry obtained access to the chamber of his paramour. 

This tradition had been keenly impugned by Dr. Rocheciiffe, 
the fonner rector of Woodstock, who insisted, that what was 
called Rosamond’s Tower, was merely an interior keep, or cita- 
del, to which the lord or warden of the castle might retreat, 
when other points of safety failed him ; and either protract his 
defence, or, at the worst, stipulate for rea^nable terms of sur- 
render. The people of Woodstock, jealous of tlieir ancient tra- 
ditions, did not relish this new mode of explaining them away ; 
and it is even said, that the Mayor, whom we have already in- 
troduced, became Presbyterian, in revenge of the doubts cast by 
the rector upon this important subject, rather choosing to give 
up the Liturgy than his fixed belief in Rosamond's Tower, and 
love’s Ladder. 

The rest of the Lodgo was of considerable extent, and of dif- 
ferent ages ; comprehending a nest of little courts, surrounded 
by buildings which corresponded with each other, sometimes 
within-doors, sometimes by crossing the courts, and frequently 
in both ways. The different heights of the buildings announced 
that they could only be connected by the usual variety of stair- 
cases, which exercised the limbs of our ancestors in the sixteenth 
and earlier centuries, and seem sometimeB to have been cuntrived 
for no other purpose. 

The varied and multiplied fronts of this irregular building 
were, as Dr. Roohecliffe was wont to say, an absolute banquet to 
the architectural antiquary, as they certainly contained sped- 
meus of every style which existed, from the pure Norman of 
Heniy of Anjou, down to the composite, half Gothic half claasi- 
eal architecture of Elusabeth and her successor. Accordingly, 
the reotor waa himself as much enamoured of Woodstock as ever 
waa Henry of Fair Rosamond ; and as his intimacy with Sir 
Henry Lee permitted him entrance at all times to the Royal 
Iiodige, he 1ISM to spend whole days in wandering about the an- 
tlqiie apartment^ examining, meaenring, •studying, and finding 
out excellent reasons for an^teotoral peculiaritiea, which pro- 
bably 01^ ewed their existence to the fi^fcidi fancy of a Goito 
avtiat. the old antiquarian had been expelled item his lir- 
ixg te intderance and troables of the time% and his suaeea- 
nor, Neawniah Hdde&migh, would have considered an elaltoM|^ 
Invesfilgidea of the prolane sculptiire and arohiteoture nf Tilinfly 
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and blood-thirsty Papists, together with the history of the disso- 
lute amours of old Norman monorchs, as little better than a 
bowing down before the calves of Bethel, and a drmking of the 
cup of abominations. — We return to the course of our story. 

^ There is,” said the Indejiendent Tomkins, after he had care- 
fully perused the front of the building, " many a rare monument 
of olden \\ickf‘dness about tliis miscalled Royal Lodge; verily, 1 
shall rejoice much to see the same destroyed, yea, burned to 
ashes, and the ashes thrown into the brook Kedron, or any other 
brook, that the laud may be cleansed from the memory thereof, 
neitlier remember the iniquity with which their fathers have 
sinned.” 

Tlie keeper heard him with secret indignation, and began to 
consider with himsolf, whether, as they stood but one to one, and 
without chance of speedy interference, he was not called upon, 
by his official duty, to castigate the rebel w'ho used language so 
defamatory. But he fortunately recollected, that the strife must 
be a doubtful one — that the ad%’antage of arms was against him — 
and that, in especial, even if he should succeed in the combat, it 
would bo at the risk of sc^vere retaliation. It must be owned, 
too, that there was something about the Independent so'diu'k and 
mysterious, so grim and grave, that the more open spirit of the 
keeper felt oppressed, and, if nf»t overawed, at least kept in doubt 
concerning him ; and he thought it wisest, as well oa safest, for 
his master and himself, to avoid all subjects of dispute, and know 
better witli whom he was deahng, before he made either friend 
or enemy of him. 

The great gate of the Lodge was strongly bolted, but the 
wicket opened on Joceline’s raising the latch. There was a 
short passage of ten feet, which had been formerly closed by a 
portcullis at tlie inner end, while three loopholes opened on either 
side, through which any daring intruder might be annoyed, who, 
having surprised the first gate, must be thus exposed to a severe 
fire before ne could force the second. But the machinefy of the 
portcullis was dami^d,'and it now remained a fixture, bwdish- 
ing its jaw, well ^mished with iron fangs, but incapable of 
draping it across the path of invasion. 

^e way, therefore, lay open to the great hall or outer vesti- 
bule of the Lodge. One end of this long and dusky apartment 
was entirely occupied by a gallery, which had in ancient times 
served to ocoommodate the moaioians and minstrels. Tfiete wss 
a clumsy staircase at either side of it, composed of entire logs of 
a foot square; and in each angle of the ascent was placed, by way 
of sentinel, the figure of a Norman foot-soldier, Imving an open 
qi^ue en his head, which diimlayed featnrea as stem as the 
■riegeinus eonld devise. Their arms were buff-jackets^ or 
I of round buoUen^ with spikes in the centra and 
which adorned and d^ended the feet and anUe% but 
Ptlho knqea hare. These wooden warders held great swords, 
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or maces, in their hands, like military guards on duty. Many 
an empty liook and brace, along the walls of the gloomy apart- 
ment, marked the spots from which arms, long preserved as 
trophies, had been, in the pressure of the war, once more taken 
down to do service in the field, hke veterans whom extremity of 
danger recalls to battle. On other rusty fastenings were still 
dis|Hayed tlie hunting trophies of the monarchs to whom tlie 
Lodge belonged, and of the silvan knights to whose care it liad 
been from time to time confided. 

At tlie nether end of the liall, a huge, heavy, stone-wfought 
chimney-piece projected itself ten feet from the wall, adorned 
witli many a cipher, and many a scutcheon of the Royal House 
of England. In its present state, it yawned like the arched 
mouth of a funeral vault, or perhaps might he compared to the 
crater of an extinguished volcano. But the sable complexion of 
the massive stone-vrork, and all around it, showed that the time 
had been when it scut its huge fires blazing up*the huge chim- 
ney, besides puffing many a volume of smoke over the heads of 
the jovial guests, whose royalty or nobility did not niiider them 
sensitive enough to quarrel wi^ such slight inconvenience. On 
those occasions, it was the tradition of the house, that two cart- 
loads of wood was the regular allowance for the fire between noon 
and curfew, and tho andirons, or dogs, as they were termed, con- 
structed for retaining the blazing firewood on the hearth, were 
wrought in tlie shape of lions of such gigantic size as might well 
warrant the legend. Tliere were long seats of stone within the 
chimney, whore, in despite of the tremendous heat, monarchs 
were sometimes said to have taken ttieir station, and amused 
themselves with broiling the umbfes, or doiTMts, of the deer, upon 
the glowing embers, wiSi their own royal hands, when happy the 
courtier who was invited to taste the royal cookery. Tradition 
was here also ready with her record, to show what merry gibes, 
such as might ho exchanged between prince and peer, had flown 
about at the jolly banquet which followed the Michaelmas hunt. 
She could tell, too, exactly, where King Stephen sat when he 
darned his own princely hose, and knew most of the odd tricks 
he had put upon little Winkin, the tailor of Woodstock. 

Most of this rude revelry belonged to the Plantagenet times. 
When ilie Hou^e of Tudor acceded to the throne, they were 
more chary of their royal presence, and feasted in halls and 
dimmhera far within, abandoning the outmost hall to tlie yeomen 
of the guard, who mounted tiieir watch there, and passed away 
the n^t with wassail and mirth, exohan^ sometimes for fright- 
ful taKea of apparitions and sorceries, which made some of those 
grow pale, in whoae ears the trumpet of a Freneh foeman would 
Save aottflided as jelhly aa a aummona to the woodland cfaaae. 

JoeelhM poinM outtbe peculiaiitleaof the place to hbgloQM 
eempaaien more briefly than we have detailed them to thereadA 
She IndEspendeiit aeemed to llateu with aome intereat at 
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fl ingoing it suddenly aside, he said in a solemn tone ** PeriRh, 
Babylon, as thy master Nebuchadnezzar hath perished ! lie is 
a wanderer, and thou shalt be a waste place — ^yea, and a wilder* 
ness — yea, a desert of salt, in ahich there shall be tliirst and 
famine.” 

« There is like to be enough of both to-night,” said Jocelme, 
unless the good knight’s larder be somewhat fuller than it is 

W'OUt.” 

“ We must care for the creature-comforts,” said the Indepen- 
dent,' ** but in due season, when our duties are done. Whither 
lead these entrances t ” 

That to the right,” replied the keeper, “ leads to what are 
called the state-apartments, not used since the year sixteen hun- 
dred and thirty-nine, when his blessed Majesty” 

** 11 ow, sir 1 ” interrupt(*d the Independent, in a voice of thun- 
der, dost thou speak of Charles Stewart as blessing, or blessed 1 
— beware the proclamation to tliat effect,” 

" 1 meant no harm,” answered the keeper, suppressing his dis- 
position to make a harsher reply. ** My Viusiness is with bolts 
and bucks, not with titles and state affairs. But yet, whatever 
may have happed since, that poor King ^as followed with bless- 
ings enough from Woodstock ; for he left a glove full of broad 

pieces for the poor of the place” 

<< Peace, fneiid,” said the Independent ; " 1 will think thee else 
one of those besotted and blinded Papists, w*ho hold, that bestow- 
ing of alms is an atonement and washing away of the wrongs and 
oppressions which have been wrought by tlie alms-giver. Thou 
hayest, then, these w'ere the apartments of Charles Stewart I ” 

And of his father, James, before him, and Elizabeth, before 
kirn, and bluff King Heury, who builded that wing, before them 
all.” 

" And there, I suppose, tlie knight and bis daughter dwelt 1 ” 

" No,” replied Jocehne ; ** Sir Henry l^ee had too much re- 
verence for — ^for things which are now thought worth no rever- 
ence at all — Besides, the state-rooms are unairod, and in indif- 
ferent order, since of late yeaivi. The Knight Banger’s apartment 
lies by that luwsage to the left.” 

And whither goes yonder stair, which seems both to lead 
upwards and downwards I ” 

** Upwards,” replied the keeper, it leads to many apartments, 
used for various purposes, of sleeping, and other aooommodation. 
Downwards, to the kitchen, offices, and vaults of the cattle, whiidi, 
at this time of the evening, you cannot see without li^ts.” 

Wo will to the apartments of your knight, then,” said the 
^ndraendent. " Is there fitting aco(»ninodation there f ” 

* ** Soeh aa has served a person of eondition, whose lodging is 

C w worse appointed,” answered die honest keeper, his bile rinng 
fiut that he added, in a muttering and inaudible toney * so it 
weU serve a erop-eared knave &e thee.” 
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lie acted as the ublicr, lioi»evor^ and led on towards tlie 
ranffer*8 apartments. 

lliis suite o])cned by a short passage from the hall, secured at 
time of need by two oaken doors, which could be fastened by 
large bars of tlic same, tliat were drawn out of the wall, and 
entered into square holes, contrived for thoir reception on the 
other side of the i>ortal. At the end of this passage, a small 
ante-roojn received them, into which opened the sitting apart- 
qieiit of the good knight — which, in the Bt> le of the times, might 
have been termed a fair summer parlour — lighted by two oriel 
windows, so placed as to command each of them a st^parate 
avenue, leading distant and ik**'p into the forest. The principal 
ornament of the apa^nient, besides two or three family portraits 
of less interest, was a tall full-length picture^, that liung above 
the chimney-pioce, which, like that in the hall, was of heavy 
stone-work, ornamented witli carved scutchoons, emblazoned 
with various devices. The portrait was that of a man about 
fifty years of age, in complete plate armour, and painted in the 
harsh and dry manner of Holbein — probaldv, indeed, the work 
of tliat artist, as the dates corresponded. The formal and mark- 
ed angles, points and pr(»jeetions of the armour, were a good sub- 
ject for the harsh pencil of that early bchool. The face of the 
knight was, from the fading of the colours, pale and dim, like 
tiiat of some being from the other world, }et the lines expressed 
forcibly pnde and exultation. 

He pointed with his loading-staff, or truncheon, to the back- 
ffTound, where, in such perspective as the artist possessed, were 
depicted the remains of a burning church, or monastery, and four 
or five soldiers, in red cassocks, bearing away in triumph what 
seemed a brazen font or laver. Above their heads might be 
traced in scroll, Lt‘€ Victor nc roluit'* Iljght opposite to the 
picture, hung, in a niche in the wall, a complete set of tilting 
annour, the black and gold colours, and ornaments of which ox- 
ac^ corresponded with those oxhibited in the portrait 

The picture was nne of tliose which, from something marked 
in the features and expression, attract the observation even of 
(hose who are ignorant of art. The Independent looked at it 
until a smile passed transiently over his clouded brow. Whether 
be smiled to see the grim old cavalier employed in deaecratmg a 
religious house — (an occupation much conforming to the prac- 
tice of Ills own sect) — whether he smiled in contempt of tiie old 
painter’s harsh and diyr mode of working — or whether the sight 
^ ^ia raroarhable portrait revived some other ideas, the undw- 
keeper could not decide. 

&e smile paseed away in an instant, as the soldier looked to 
the oriel windows. The recesses within them were raised a st^ 
or two firom the walk In one was placed a walnut-tree readiim- 
des^ and a huge stuffed arm-chair, covered with Spanish lestbjW^ 
A little cabinet stood beside, with some of its shuttles end isnjkfr 
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ers open, dinplaying hawks-bells, dog-whistlen, instninienta for 
trimming falcon’s feathers, bridlc-bits of vanous constnictioDs, 
and otlier trifles connected ^itli silvan sport. 

The other little recess was differently furnished. There lay 
some articles of needle-work on a small table, besides a lute, 
with a book having some airs written down in it, and a frame 
for working embroidery. Some tapestry, was displayed around 
the recess, with more attention to ornament than was visible in 
the Tt^t of the apartment ; the arrangement of a few bow-pots, 
with such flowers as the fading season afforded, showed also the 
superintendence of female taste. 

Tomkins cast an eye of careless regard upon these subjects of 
female occupation, then stepped into the farther window, and be- 
gan to turn tile leaves of a folio, which lay open on the reading- 
desk, apparently with some interest. Jocehiie, who liad deter^ 
mined to watch his motions without interfering with them, was 
standing at some distance in dejected sileiico, when a door be- 
hind the tapestry suddenly opened, and a pretty \illage maid 
tripped out with a napkin in her hand, as ii she had been about 
some household duty. 

** How now, Sir Impudence she said to Jocelinc m a smart 
tone ; " what do you here prowhng about tlic apartments when 
the master is not at home ? ’* 

But instead of the answer which perhaps she expected, Joce- 
linc Johffo cost a mournful glance towards the soldier in the onel 
window, as if to make what he said fully intelligible, and replied 
with a dejected appearance and voice, “ Alack, my pretty Phfobe, 
there come those here that have more right or might than any 
of us, and will use little ceremony in coming when they will, and 
staying while they please.” 

He darted another glance at Tomkins, who still seemed busy 
with the book before him, then sidled close to the astonished 
girl, who had continued looking alternately at the keeper and at 
the stranger, as if she l|ad been unable to understand the words 
of the first, or to comprehend the meaning of the second being 
present 

Go,” whispered Joliffe, approaching his month so near her 
cheek, that his breath waved tlie curls of her hair; ^‘go, my 
dearest Fhasbe, trip it as fast as a fawn down to my lodge — 1 
will soon be there, and” 

" Your lodge, indeed !” said Phopbo ; " you are very bold, for 
a poor killbuck that never frightened any thing before save a 
dun deeir-— Four lodge, indeed ! — 1 am like to ^o there, I think.” 

** Hush, hush I Phosbe — here is no time for Jesting. Down to 
asy hut, 1 si^, like a deer, for the knight and Mrs. Alice are both 
wne, and 1 fear will not return bitlier again. — ^AH’s naught, 
our evil days are come at last witii a vengeance — ^we 
ikirty at bay and fairly hunted down.” 

’“'Olii this be, Jocehnef” said the poor girl, Cuming to the 
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keef»er with an expression of fright in her countenance, which 
she had hitherto averted in rural coquetry. 

" As sure, my dearest Pha^be, as” 

The rest of the asseveration was lost in Phoebe's ear, so closely 
did the keeper’s lips approach it ; and if they approached so very 
near as to touch her cheek, grief, like impatience, hath its privi- 
leges, and poor Phoebe had enough of serious alarm to pre\ ent 
her from demurring upon such a trifle. 

But no trifle was the approach of Joceline's Ups to Phoebe’s 
prett}* though sunburnt cheek, in the estimation of the Indepen- 
dent, who, a little before the object of Joceline’s vigilance, had 
been more lately in his turn the observer of the keeper’s de- 
meanour, so soon as the interview betwixt Phoebe and him had 
become so interesting. And when he remarked the closeness of 
Joceline’s argument, he raised his voice to a pitch of harshness 
that would have rivalled that of an ungreased and rusty saw, 
and which at once made Jocelmo and Pheebe sjiriiig six feet 
apart, each in contrary directions, and if Cupid w'iih of the part\ , 
must have sent him out at the window like a wild duck flying 
from a eulverm. Instantly throwing himself into the attitude of 
a preacher and a reprover of vice, “ Ilow' now f” he exclaimed, 
" shaiiieless and impudent as you are ! — What — ehambering and 
wantoning in our very presence 1 — How — would you play \our 
pranks before the steward of the Commissioners of llie High 
Court of Parliament, as ye would in a booth at the fulsome fair, 
or amidst the trappings and tracings of a profane dancing-school, 
where tlie scoundrel minstrels make their ungodly weapons to 
squeak, ^Kiss and be kind, the fiddler's blind t’ — But here,” he 
said, dealing a perilous thump u]ion the volume — Here is the 
King and high priest of those vices and follies ' — Here is he, 
whom men of folly jirofancly call nature’s miracle Here is he, 
V horn princes chose for their cabinet-keeper, and w'honi maids 
ef honour take for their bed-fellow I — Here is the prime teacher 
of flue words, foppery and folly — Here 1” — (dealing anotlier 
thump upon the volume — and oli 1 revered of the Roj^urghe, it 
was the first folio — beloved of the Baimatyne, it was Hemmings 
and Condel — was the edifio princepf ) — On thee,” he continu- 
ed — “ on thee, William Shakspeare, 1 charge whate'or of such 
lawless idlenesb and immodest folly hath defiled the land since 
thy day !” 

" By the maw, a heavy accusation,” said Joceline, tlie bold 
reckkiKUiess of whose temper could not be long overawed ; " Odds 
pitlikliis, is our master’s old favourite. Will of Stratford, to 
answer for every buss tliat has been snatched since James’s timf^l 
-—a perilous reckoning truly — ^but 1 wonder who is sponsible tit 
what lads and lasses aid before his dayt” 

Soaffnot,” said the soldier, ** lest 1, being called thereto llto[ 
the voice within me, do deal witSi thee as a scorner. 
say, that since the devil fell ftrom Heaven« he never lacked 
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on earth ; ^ot nowhere hath he met witli a wj/ard having such 
infinite povvur o\er men’s souls as this pestilent fellow Sliaks- 
peare. S(‘ekH a wife a toul example for adultery, here she hhall 
find it — '^^'uuld a xuan know how to tram his fellow to be a mur- 
derer, here bliall he find tutoring — Would a lady marry a hca- 
tlien negro, she shall have chroiiiolcd example for it — Would 
any one scorn at his Maker, he shall be funiishcd vvith a jest iii 
this book — Would he defy hw brother in 1:110 fiesh, he bhall ho 
aeeoinmoddted 'w ith a challenge — W ould } ou be drunk, Shaks- 
peare will cheer }ou with a cup — Would ^ou plunge in senbiial 
pleasures, he will Roollie you to indulgence, as with the lascivious 
sounds of a lute. Thi'', I say, this book is the wellhead and source 
of all those evils which lia^e overiim the land like a torrent, 
making men scoffers, doubters, deiiiers, murderers, niakebates, 
and lovers of the wiiic-pot, haunting unclean places, and sitting 
long at the evening- wine. Away with Inin, auay wdtli him, men 
of England ! to Toplict with his wickc'd book, and to the Vale of 
lliniioiii with his accursed bones ! VtTily but that our march 
was hasty when wc passed Stratford, in the ;car lb'43, with Sir 
William Waller ; but that our march was hasty'’ — ^ 

“Because Prince Rupei't was after ^ou with hia cavaliers,” 
muttered the incorrigible Joeelme. 

“ I say/* continued the zealous trooper, raising his voice and 
extending his arm — “ but that our inai'ch was by command hasty, 
and tliat we turned not aside m our riding, closing our ranks each 
one upon the other as hecoincs men of war, 1 had torn on that 
da> the bones of that [ireccptor of vice and ilcbauchcry from tlie 
grave, and given them l<» the next dunghill. 1 would have made 
his memory a scoff .iiid a hissing 1” 

“ That IS the bitteixist thing he has said yet,” observed the 
keeper. “ Poor Will would have liked the hissing worse than 
all the rest” 

“ Will tlie gentleman say any more I ” enquired Phtx*be in a 
whisper. “ Lack-a-day, he tallU brave words, if one knew but 
wliat they meant. But it is a mercy our good knight did not 
see him ruffle the bovik at tliat rate — Mercy on us, there would 
certainly have been bloodshed. — But oh, tlie father — see how he 
is twisting his face about * — Is he ill of Uie colic, tlunk'st thou, 
Jficcline I Or, may 1 offer him a glass of strong waters I” 

Hark thee hither, wench 1” said the keeper, “ he is but load- 
ing his blunderbuss for another volley ; and while he turns up 
his eyes, and twists about lus face, and clenches his fist, and 
sltuffles and tramples writh his feet in that fashion, he is bound to 
i^ke no notice of any thing. 1 would be sworn to cut his purse, 
jit he had one, from liis side, without hia feeling it.” 

La ! Joceline,*’ said Pheebe, “ and if he abides here in this 
vtilim of tiifiea, 1 dare say the gentleman will be easily served.” 

? < Care not thou about that,” said Joliffe ; “ but toll me softly 
‘ wii hastily, what is in the pantry I” 
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Small honspkeeping rnoiigh,” said Phoobe ; “ a cold capon 
and some comfita, and the great standing venison pasty, with 
plenty of spice — a manchet or two besides, and that is all/’ 

“ Well, it will servo for a pinch — wrap thy cloak round thy 
comely body — get a basket and a brace of trenchers and towels, 
they are heinously impovcrinhed down yonder — cany down the 
capon and the inanchots — the pasty must abide with tins same 
soldier and me, and the pie-crust will serve us for bread/’ 

“ Rarely,” said Phoebe ; I made the paste myself — it is as 
thick as the walls of Fair R.osainond's Tower.” 

Which two jiaira of jaws wouhi be long in gnawing through, 
work hard as they might,'* said the keeper. ^ lint what lu^uor 
is there 

“ Only a bottle of Alicant, and one of sock, w'ith the stone jug 
of 8tn>ug waters,” answered Phoslie. 

" Put tlie wine-flasks into thy basket,” said Jucelinc, “ the 
knight must not lack his evening druiiL'bT- :r d down with thee 
to the hut like a lapwing. Then' i« • i •!' siqiper, and to- 

morrow is a new day — lla ' by heaven J thought yonder man’s 
eye watched us — No — ho only rolled it round him in a lirow'n 
study — Deep enough doubtless, as they all axe. — But d— n him, 
he must be bottomless if 1 ifaimut sound him before the night's 
out. — Hie thee away, I'hoobe,” 

But Plia»be was a rural C(»(|uette, and, aware tliat Jocehne’s 
situation gave him no adsantage of avenging tlie ehalh'nge in a 
fitting w'ay, she whispered in liis ear, ** Do you think our knight’s 
friend, Shakspeare, really found out all these naughty devices 
the gentleman s]iake of 

Off she darted while she spoke, w'hile JolifTo menaced future 
vengeance with liis finger, as he muttered, “ Go thy waj , Plicebe 
Mayflower, the lightust-footed and lightest-hearted wench tliat 
ever tripped the sod m Woodstoek-park ! — After her, lie vis, and 
bring her safe to our master at tlie hut.” 

The large greyhound arose like a human servitor who had 
received an ord€»r, and followed Phoobo through the hall, first 
licking her hand to make her sensihlo of his presence, and then 
putting himself to a slow trot, so as best to accommodate himself 
to the light pace of her whom he convoyed, whom Jocelino had 
not extolled for her activity without due reason. While Phosbe 
and her guardian thread the forest glades, we return to the 
Lodge. 

The Independent now seemed to start as if from a reverie. 
^ Is the young woman gone \” said he. 

« Ay, marry is she,” said the keeper ; « and if your worship 
hath mrther commands, you most rest contented with male 
tendance.” 

Commands^umph — 1 think the damsel might have i 
for another exhortation,” said the soldier — ** truly, I profess | 
mind waa much inclined toward her for her edification,” 
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« Oh, sir,” replied Joliffe, ^ she will he at church next Sunday, 
and if your military reverence ia pleased again to hold forth 
amongst us, she will have use of the doctrine with the rest. But 
young iiiaidens of theae parts bear no jinvate homilies. — And 
what is now your pleasure ? Will you look at the other rooms, 
and at the few plate articles which have hceii left 

“ Umph — no,” said the Independent — “ it wears late, and gets 
dark — thou hast the means of giving us lieds, friend !” 

“ Better you never slept in,” n*plied the keeper. 

And wood for a tire, and a light, and some small pittance of 
creature-comforts for refreshment of the uuti^ard man ?” conti- 
nued the soldier. 

« Without doubt,” replied the keeper, displaying a prudent 
anxiety to gratify this important personage. 

Ill a few minutes a great standing candlestick was placed on 
an oaken table. The mighty veuisoii pasty, adorned a ith pars- 
ley, a'as placed on the board on a clean napkin ; the stone-hottle 
of strung waters, with a black-jack full of ate, fonned comfort- 
able appendages ; and to this meal sate down in social manner the 
soldier, occupying a great elbow-cliair, and the Ivuc'per, at his in- 
vitation, using the more lowly accommodation of a stfiol, at the 
opposite side of the table. Thus agreeably employed, our history 
leaves them for the present. 


CHArTEU IV. 

yon path of i;reL‘n*'W’ard 
Winda round hf aparrv urot ami ptiviiiou . 

There ih no Hint to j^all tender foot. 

There'* read> shelter from lach brei/e, or Nliowcr — 

But duty uuidos iiul thut — Bt« her ntand. 

With wand entwined with aznaranth, near >on rliffii 
Oft where *he leads thi hliHid must mark thy tootMtepB, 

Oft wlicre she leails thy htad must boar the atorni, 

And thy ahranic foiin ondure heat, cold, and hunger , 

P 1«'i w.''- heights, 

. <"■ ■ I' » ' •! kMii'^ S' I . 't the oky, 

W s i 'fc-! s f ■ ,1 neneath me feet, 

]*j.. .i.ijil.'d, •-.■•nii.kj .is 

Anonvnuna 

The reader cannot have forgotten Biat after his HcufBe with the 
commonwealth soldier. Sir Henry Lee, with liis daughter Alice, 
had departed to take refuge m the hut of the stout keeper Joce- 
line Joliffe. They walked slow, an before, for the old knight was 
at ouoe oppressed by pei^iving these last vestiges of fall 

^to the liands of republicans, and by the recoUection of his re- 
defeat. At times he paused, and, with his arms folded on 
ya b osom, recalled all the ciroumstanoes attending his expulsion 
-jjggn a house so long his home. It seemed to him that, like flie 
Mtapioas of romance of whom he had sometimes read, he him- 
retiring from the post which it was his duty to guard, 
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(Icfeatod by a Paynim knight, for 'nhnm tho adventure had keen 
reserved by fate. Alice had her own painful aubjects of recollec- 
tion, nor had the tenor of her last conversation with her father 
been BO pleasant as to make her anxious to renew it until Ins tem- 
per should be more com|>osed ; for with an excellent disposition, 
and much love to Ins daughter, age and misfortiiTies, whicli of late 
eame thicker and thicker, had given to the good kmght's passions • 
a wayward irritahihty unknown to his better days. His daughter, 
and one or two attached servants, who still followed his decayed 
fortunes, southed Ins frailty as much an possible, and pitied him 
even while tliey suifered under its cffi'cts. 

It was a long time ere lie spoke, and then ho referred to an 
incident already noticed. “ It is Mrange,” he said, “ that Be\is 
should have followed Joeeline and that fellow rather than me/' 

“ Assure yourself, sir,*’ icpiied Alice, ‘‘ that Ins sagacity saw 
in this man a btraiiger, whom he thonglit hinisolf obliged to watch 
circumspectly, and therefore he lemained with Jocolirn'/' 

“ Not so, Alice,” answered Sir Ileiirv ; “ ho leaves me because 
niy fortunes have fled from me. There is a feeling in nature, 
affecting even the instinct, as it is called, of dumb animals, which 
teaches them to fly from misfortune. The very deer tliere will 
butt a sick or wounded >iiick from the herd ; hurt a dog, and the 
whole kennel will fall on him and worry him ; hshes devour Ihcir 
own kind when they arc wounded with a spear ; cut a crow’s 
wing, or break its leg, the others will buffet it to death.” 

That may he true of the metre* irrational kinds of animals 
amoTi^ each other,” said Alice, ^ for their whoJo life is welJnigh 
a waxdare ; but the dog leaves his ow n race to attach himself to 
ours ; forsake^i, for his master, the company, fftod, and pleasure of 
hia own kind ; and surely the fidelity of sueVi a devoted and vo- 
luntary servant as Ilevis hath been in particular, ought not to 
be lightly siis-pected.” 

** 1 am not angry with the dog, Alice ; I am only sorry,” re- 
plied her father. ** I have read, in faithful chronicles, that wlicii 
Richard II. and Henry of Bulinghroke were at Berkeley Castle, 
a dog of the same kind deserted the King, whom ho had always 
attended upon, and attached himself to Henry, wdiom he then saw 
for the first time. Richard foretold, from the desertion of his 
favourite, his approaching depo<>ition.*^ The dog was afterward.s 
kept at Woodstock, and Bevis is said to be of his breed, which was 
hcedfully kept up. What 1 might foretell of mischief from his 
desertion, 1 cannot guess, but my mind assures me it bodes no 
good/’ 

There was a distant rustling among the withered leaves, a 
bouncing or galloping sound on the path, and the favourite dog 
instanUy joined his master. 

Cme into courts old knave,” said Alice, cheerfully, ** aio4. 
defend thy character, which is wellnigh endangered by this 

• The story occurs, I think, m ProiSBait'sChroniclea ^ ay, -* 
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sence.” But the dog only paid her courtesy by gamboling around 
them, and instantly plunged back again, as fast as he could 
Hcatmier. 

“ How now, knave!” said the knight; “ thou art too well 
trained, surely, to take up the chase without orders.” A inititite 
more shoAved them Phoebe Ma^^ilow'Gr approaching, her light 
pace so little imix^ded by tlie harden which she bore, tliat she 
joined her master and young nnstrcbs just as they arri\cd at 
the keeper’s hut, which was tlie boundary of their joiirnej. 
Be vis, who had shot a-hcad to pay his compliments to Sir Henry 
his master, had returned again to his immediate duty, the 
escorting Phoebe and her cargo of provisions. The w hole party 
stood presently assembled before the door of the k(>e])er's hut. 

In better times, a substantial stone habitation, fit for tlu* yeo- 
man-keeper <if a royal walk, had adorned this place. A fair 
spring gushed out near the spot, and uneo traversed yards and 
courts, attached to well-built and convenient kennels and mews. 
Hut in some of the skirinishes which were common during tlio 
civil wars, tins little silvan dwelling had been attacked and de- 
fended, stormed and burnt. A iieighbuiiring squire, of the Par- 
liament side of the question, took advantage of Sir Henry Lee’s 
absence, who was then in (’harles’s camp, and of the decay of 
the royal eaune, and hail, without scruple, ean’UHl olV the hewn 
stones, and such buihhng materiah as the fire left imconsnmed, 
uud itipaired his own manor-house with tlicm. The yeoinaii- 
keeiier, then-fore, our friend Joceime, had constructed,* for his 
ow'n aecommodatioii, and that (>f the old woman he called Ins 
dame, a wattled hut, such as his own labour, with that of ii neigh- 
liour or two, had erected in the course of a few days. The w^ht 
were plastered with clay, wliite-w^a^hed, and covered with vines 
and other creeping plants ; the roof was neatly thatched, and the 
whole, though merely a hut, had, by the neat-handed Johfle, 
been so arranged as not to disgrace the condition of the 
dweller. 

The kniglit adv^anced to tho entrance ; but tlic ingenuity of 
the architoct, for want of a better lock to the door, which itself 
was but of wattles curiously twisted, had contrived a mode of 
necuring tho latch on the inside with a pm, which prevented it 
from rising ; and in this manner it was at present fastened. Con- 
ceiving that this was some precaution of Johfieh old housc*- 
keeper, of whose deafness they w^ere all aware. Sir Henry Taif>ed 
hiB voice to demand admittance, Imt in vain. Irritated at this 
delay, he pressed the door at once with foot and hand, in a way 
which the frail barrier w'as unable to resist; it gav'c way au- 
Oprdingly, and the kuiglit thus forcibly entered the kitchen, or 
outward apartment, of his servant. In the midst of the floor, 

S I with a jiosture which mdicated embairasbrnent, stood a youth- 
Utranger, in a riding-suit, 

‘ •^Thie may be mj last act of authority here,” said the knight, 
yftHL, XXI. F 
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seizing the stranger by the collar, but I am still Ranger of 
Woodstock for this night at least — ^Who, or what art thoul” 

The stranger dropped the riding-mantle in which his face was 
muffled, and at the same time fell on one knee. 

“ Your poor kinsman, Markham Kverard,” ho said, “ who 
came hitlier for your sake, although he fears you will scarce 
make him welcome for his own.” 

Sir Henry started back, but recovered himself in an instant, 
as one who recollocted that he had a part of dignity to perform. 
He stood erect, therefore, aud replied, with coubiderable assump- 
tion of stately ceremony : 

** Fair kinsman, it pleases me that you are come to Woodstock 
upon the very first night that, for many years which have past, 
i& likely to promise you a worthy or a welcome reception.” 

" Now God grant it be so, that 1 rightly hear and duly under- 
stand you,” said the young man ; while Alice, though she was 
silent, kept her looks fixed on her father’s face, as if desirous to 
know whether his meaning was kind towards his nephew, which 
her knowledge of his character inclined her greatly to doubt. 

The knight meanwhile darted a sardonic look, first on his ne- 
phew, tlien on his daughter, and proceeded — I need nut, I 
presume, inform Mr. klarkham Kverard, that it cannot be our 
purpose to entertain him, or even to offer him a seat in tins poor 
hut.” 

** I will attend you most willingly to the Lodge,” said the 
young gentleman. ** 1 liad, indeed, judged you wore already 
there for the evening, and feared to intrude upon you. But if 
you would permit me, my dearest uncle, to escort my kinswoman 
and you back to the Lodge, believe me, amongst all which you 
have so often dune of good and kind, you never conferred benefit 
that will be so dearly prized.” 

You mistake me greatly, Mr. Markham Everard,” replied 
the knight. It is not our purpose to return to the Lodge to- 
night, nor, by Our Lady, to-morrow neither. I meant but to 
intimate to you in all courtesy, that at Woodstock Lodge you 
will find those for whom you are fitting society, and who, doubt- 
less, will afford you a willing welcome ; which 1, sir, in this my 
present retreat, do not presume to offer to a person of your con- 
sequence.” 

** For Heaven^ sake,” said the young man, turning to Alice, 
** tell mo how 1 am to understand language so mysterious.” 

Alice, to prevent his increasing the restnun^ anger of her 
father, compelled herself to answer, though it was with difficulty. 

We are expelled firom the Lodge by soldiers.” 

< " Expelled^— by soldiers I” exclaimed Everard, in miTprinc - 
" there is no legsJ warrant for this.” 

** None ai all,” answered the knight, in the same tons of Ma- 
ting irony which lie had all idong us^, aud yet as lawM a 
wama^ as for aught that has Imen wrought in En^hud^lMi 
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twelvemonth and more. You arc, I think, or wore, an luns-of* 
Court-man — ^marry, sir, your enjoyment of your prufemiion is 
like that Iciuie \iiiich a prodigal wUlica to have of a wealth v 
widow. You have already survived the law whiuh >on studied, 
aud its expiry doubtless has not been without a legacy — some 
docent pickings, some merciful increases, as the phrase goes 
You have deserved it two wa\s — you wore buff aud baiidalier, 
as well as wielded pen and ink — t have not heard if jou lieltl 
forth too.’’ 

“ Think of mo and speak of me as harshly as you will, Mr." 
said Everard, hubmisbively. 1 have but, in tins cm! time, 
guided myself by iny conscience, and my father's coTiimands.*' 

O, an you talk of conscience,** said the old knight, 1 imist 
Ihive niitic eye upon you, as Hamlet says. Never yet did i*iiritaii 
cheat so grossly as when he was appealmg to liis conscieiicf' ; 
and as for thy fathet^* 

He was about to proceed in a tone of the same invective, when 
the young man inten'upted him, by ba>iiig, in a firm tone, “ .Sir 
Henry Lee, you have over been Ihouglit noble — Say of me wlwt 
you w'lll, but speak not of my father what th& oar of a son 
should not endure, and which yet his arm cannot resent. To <lo 
me such wi^ng is to insult an unarmed man, or to beat a cap- 
tive.” 

Sir Henry paused, as if struck by the remark. Thou liast 
spoken trutli in that, Mark, wort thou the blackest Puritan whom 
hell ever \oimted, to distract an unhappy country.” 

“ Be that as you will to tliink it,** replied Everard ; “ but let 
me not leave you to the shelter of this wretched hovel. The 
night is di-awiiig to storm — let me but conduct you to the Lodge, 
and expel those intruders, who con, as y et at least, ha^ e no 
warrant for what they do. i will not huger a moment behind 
tliem, save just to deliver my father’s message. — Grant me but 
this much, for the love you once bore me !” 

« Yes, Mark,” answered his uncle, firmly, but sorrowfully, 
" thou speakest truth — 1 did love thee once. The bnght-haired 
boy whom 1 taught to ride, to shoot, to hunt — whose hours of 
happiness were spent with me, wliere>cr tliose of graver labours 
were employed — I did love that boy — ay, and 1 am weak enough 
to love even the memory of what he w'as. — But he Ls gone, Mark 
— ^he is gone ; and in liis room 1 only behold an avowed and de- 
termined rebel to his religion aud to his king — a rebel more 
detestable on account of Ins success, the more infamous through 
the plundered wealth with which be hopes to gild his villany.— 
But I am poor, thou tliiiik'st, and should hold my peace, lest men 
* Speak, sirrah, when you should.’ — Know, however, tliat, 
indi^nt and plundered as 1 am, I feel myself dishonoured m 
Jkoldiiig even but this much talk with the tool of usurping rebels. 
— ^ to the Lodge, if thou wilt— yonder lies the way — but think 
^oDt.that, to regain my dwelling there, or all the wealth 1 e^er 
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poBseBsed in my wealthiest days, I would willingly accompany 
tliee three steps on the greensward. If £ must be Siy companion, 
it shall be only when thy red-coats have tied my hands behind 
me, and bound my legs beneath my horse’s belly. Thou mayat 
be my fellow traveller then, I grant tliee, if tliou wilt, but not 
sooner.” 

Alice, who BufTered cruelly during this dialogue, and was well 
aware that farther argument would only kindle the knight’s re- 
Rentmcnt still more highly, ventured at last, lu her anxiety, to 
make a sign to her cousiu to break off the interview, and to re- 
tire, since her father commanded his absence in a manner so 
peremptory. Unhappily sho was obRer\'ed by Sir Henry, who, 
concluding that what he saw was evidence of a private under- 
standing heti^ixt the cousins, his wrath ac(|iiii*cd new fuel, and it 
required the utmost exertion of self-conimand, and recoilectiun 
of all that was due to his o^wn dignity, to enable him to veil his 
real fury under the same ironical manner which he had adopted 
at the beginning of tins angry interview. 

“ If thou art afraid,” ho said, “ to trace our forest glades by 
night, respected stranger, to whom 1 am perhaps bound to do 
honour as my successor in tlie charge of these w'alks, here seems 
to be a modest damsel, who w*ill be most willing to wait on thee, 
and be thy bow-bearer. — Only, for her mother’s sako, let there 

{ lass some slight form of marriage betw'een 3 ’ou — Ye need no 
icense or priest in those happy days, but may be buckled like 
beggars in a ditch, with a hedge for a church -roof, and a tinker 
for a priest. 1 crave pardon of you for making such an officious 
and simple request — perhaps you arc a Ranter — or one of the 
family of Love, or hold marriage rites as unnecessary, as Knip- 
perdoling, or Jack of Leyden 

" For mercy’s sake, forbear such dreadful jesting, my lather ! 
and do yon, Markham, begone, in God’s name, and leave us to 
our fate — Your presence makes my father rave.” 

“ Jesting !” said Sir Henry, 1 w'as never more serious — Ra- 
ving I — I was never more composed — I could never brook that 
falsehood should approach me — 1 would no more bear b}’ my side 
a dishonoured daughter than a dishonoured sword ; and thus un- 
happy day hath shown that both can fail.” 

“ Sir Henry,” said young Everard, “ load not your soul with 
a heavy crime, w'hich be assured you do, in treating your daugh- 
ter thus unjustly. It is long now since you denied her to me, 
when we were poor and you were poweriuL I acquiesced in 
your prohibition of all suit and intercourse. God kuoweUi what 
1 suffered— but I acquiesced. Neither is it to renew my suit that 
1 now come hithei*, and have, I do acknowledge, sought speech of 
her— not for her own sake only, but for yours also. Destructioa 
hovers over you, road^ to close her pinions to stoop, and her tir- 
Jons to dutch — Yes, sir, look contemptuous as vou wiU, such Is 
the ease ! and it is to protect both you and her that 1 am hero;’* 
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“ You refuse then my free Rift/' said Sir Henry Lee; “or 
perhaps you think it loaded with too hard conditions ? ** 

" Shame, shame on yon. Sir Henry said Everard, waxing 
warm in his turn ; “ have your political prejudices so utterly 
warped every feeling of a fathiT, that you can speak with bitter 
mockery and scorn of what eoneems y our own daughter's honour t 
— Hold up your head, fiiir Alice, and tell your father he has for- 
gotten nature in his fantastic spirit of loyalty. — Know, Sir Henry, 
tliat though I would prefer your daughter's hand to e\ery bless- 
ing which Heaven could hestow on ino, 1 would not accept it — 
my conscience would not permit me to do bo— when I knew it 
must withdraw her from her duty to you." 

“ Your conscience is over scrupulous, young man ; — carry it 
to some disRontiiig rabbi, and he who takes all that cimies to net, 
w'ill teach thoe it is sinning again<«t our mercies to refuse any good 
tiling that is freely offered to us.’* 

‘‘ When It is freely offered, and kindly offered — not when the 
offer is made in irony and insult — Fare thee well, Alice — if aught 
could make me desire to profit by thy fatlier's wild wish Ui cast 
thee from him in a moment of unworthy^ suspicion, it would be 
that while indulging in such sentimciitH, Sir Henry Lee is tyran- 
nically oppressing the creature, who of all others is most dei>eiid- 
ent on his kindness — who of all others will most feel his seve- 
nty, and whom, of all otlicrs, he is most bound to cherish and 
support," 

“ Do not fear for mo, Mr. Everard," exclaimed Alice, aroused 
from her timidity by a dread of tlie coiiseqiieiiees ntit unlikely to 
ensue, where civil war set relations, as well as fellow-citizens, in 
opposition to each other. — Oh, begone, 1 conjure you, begone ! 
Nothing stands betwixt me and my father's kindness, but these 
tmhaimy family divisions — but your ill-timed presence here — 
For Heaven's sake, leave as 

“ Soh, mistress * " answered the hot old cavalier, “ you play 
lady paramount already ; and wdio but you 1 — you would dictate 
to our train, I warrant, bke Gonenl and liegan ! But 1 tell thee, 
no man sliall leave my house — and, humble as it Ls, tku is now 
my house — while he lias aught to say to me that is to be spoken, 
as this young man now speaks, with a bent brow and a lofty 
tone. — Speak out, sir, and say your worst 1 " 

" Fear not my temper, Mrs. Alice," said Everard, with equal 
firmness and placidity of manner ; ^ and you, Sir Henry, do not 
think that if 1 speak firmly, 1 mean therefore to speak in anger, 
or officiously. You have taxed me with much, and, were 1 
raided by the wild spirit of romantic chivalry, much which, evim 
nom BO near a relative, I ought no^ as being by birth, and in 
the world's estimation, a gentleman, to pass over without reply. 
Is it yonr pleasure to give me patient hearing t " 

*lf yon stand on your defence," answered the stout old knigfai^ 
*'l3od mrl»d that you should not challenge a patient hearing — 
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ay, though your pleadiiif; were two parts disloyalty and one blas- 
phemy — Onl), bo briof— tins has already lasted but too long,” 

“ I will. Sir Henry,” replied the young man ; "yet it is hard 
to oroud into a few sentences, the defence of a life which, though 
shrirt, has been a busy <ine — too busy, your indignant gesture 
would assert. But I deny it ; 1 have drawn iny sword neither 
hastily, nor witliout due oonsideration, for a people whose rights 
have been trampled on, and whose consciences have been op- 
pressed — Frown not, wr— such is not your view of the contest, 
but such is mine. For my religious principles, at which you 
have scoffed, believe me, that though they depend not on set 
iorniB, Ihe^ are no less sincere than your own, and thus far purer 
— excuse the word — that they are unmingled with the blood- 
thiraty dictates of a barbarous age, which ^on and others have 
tailed the code of chivalrous honour Not my own natural dis- 
position, but the better doctiinc which my creed has taught, en- 
ables me to bear >our haa'sli ri'vilings without answ'ering in a 
siiiiiJar tone of w rath and r<*pmach. Y mi may carry insult to extre- 
mity against mo at your ploabun^ — not on account of our relation- 
ship alone, but bccaiiHc I am bound m charity t(.» endure it. Tins, 
Sir Henry, is much frimi one of our huubo. But, with forbear- 
ance far more than this requires, 1 can refuse' at your hands the 
gift, which, most of all things under heaven, I should desire to 
ohtaiii, because duty calls upon her to sustain and comfort you, 
and because it were bin lo permit you, in your bhndiieBs, to spurn 
\onr comforter from your hide — Farewell, sir — not in anger, but 
111 pity — We may meet in a better time, when your heart and 
your principles shall master the unhappy prejudices by w'hich 
llie\ arc now overclouded. — Farewell — ^farewell, Alice !” 

The last words were repcdted twice, and in a tone of feeling 
and passionate grief, which differed utterly from the steady 
and almost scvei’e tone in which he had addressed Sir Henry 
Loo. He turned and left the hut so soon as he liad uttered tlieso 
last words ; and, us if ashamed of the tenderness wliicli had 
mingled wridi hLs accents, the young common wealth’s-man turned 
and walked steml v and resolvedly forth into tlie moonlight, which 
now was spreading its broad light and autumnal shadows over 
the w'oodland. 

So soon as he departed, Alice, who hud been during the whole 
scene in tlie utniuht terror that lier father mi^ht have been hur- 
ried, by his natural heat of temper, from violence of language 
into violence of action, sunk dow'n upon a settle twisted out of 
willow boughis like most of Joeelino's few moveables, and endea- 
voured to conceal the tears w'hich accompanied the thanks she 
rendered in broken accents to Heaven, that, notwithstanding 
mar alliance and relationship of the pi^es, some fatal deed had 
not dosed an interview so perilous and so angry. Phoshe 
dower blubbered heartily for company, though site undevstwra 
bat bttle of what had passed ; just, indeed, enough to enablrW 
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afterwards to report to some half*dozen particular friend^, that 
lier old master. Sir Henry, had been perilous angry, and almost 
fought With young Master Everard, because he had wcllnigh 
carried awa^ her young mistress. — ^‘And vvhat could he lia\e 
ii4)ne better 1 ” said Plicebe, “ seeing the old man had nothing 
left cither for Mrs. Alice or himself ; and as for Mr. hlark Eve- 
rard and our young lady, oh I they had spoken such loving things 
to each other as are not to he found in the history of Argalus 
and Porthenia, who, as the stor}'-book tells, were the truest pair 
of lovers in all Arcadia, and Oxfordshire to boot ” 

Old Good^v Jollycot had popped her scarlet hood into the kit- 
chen more than once while the scene was proceeding ; but, as the 
worthy dame was parcel blind and more than parcel deal, know- 
ledge was excluded by two principal entrances ; and tlimigh she 
comprehended, by a sort of general instinct, that the gentlefolk 
were at high words, yet why they chose Joceliiio's hut for the 
scene of their dispute was as great a mastery as the subject of 
the quarrel. 

But what was the state of the old cavalier's mood, thus con- 
tradicted, as his most darling principles liad boon, by tbc last 
words of his departing nephew 1 The truth is, that he was less 
thoroughly moved than his daughter expected ; and in all pro- 
bability his nephew’s bold defence of his religious and political 
opiitions rather pacified than aggravated his displeasure. Al- 
though sufficiently impatient of contradiction, still ovobion and 
subterfuge were more alien to tho blunt old IlangcT’s nature than 
manly vindication and direct opposition ; and he was wont to say, 
that he ever loved the buck best who stood boldest at ba^ . llo 
graced his nephew’s departure, however, with a quotation from 
Sliaks{>earc, whom, as many others do, he was wont to quote from 
a sort of habit and respect, as a favourite of his unfortunate mas- 
ter, without having eitlier much real taste for his works, or great 
skill in applying the passages which ho retained on his memory 

« Mark, he haid, " mark this, Alice — the devil can quote 
Scripture for his’ pur^KiBe. Why, this young fanatic cousin of 
thine, with no more beard than 1 have seen on a clown playing 
Maid Marion on May-day, when the village barber had shaved 
him in too great a hurry, hliall match any bearded Presbyterian 
or Independent of them all, in lajiiig down his doetriiics and his 
uses, and bethumping ub with hib texts and his homilies. 1 would 
wortliy and learned Doctor Eochccliffe bad been here, with his 
battery ready-mounted from the Vulgate, and the Septuagint, and 
what not — ^he would have battered,the presbyterian spirit out of 
him with a wanion. However, 1 am glad the young man is no 
sneaker ; for^ were a man of the devil’s opinion in religion, and 
of Old Noll’s in pohtios, he were better open on it full cry, than 
deeeive you by hunting counter, or running a falso scent. Come 
•^wipe thine eyes— the firay is over, and not like to be stirred 
^gain soon, 1 trust.’* 
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Encouraged by these words, Alice rose, and, bewildered as 
she was, endeavoured to superintend the arrangements for their 
meal and their repose in their new habitation. But her tears 
fell so fast, they marred her counterfeited diligence ; and it was 
well for her that Pheobo, though too ignorant and too simple to 
comprehend the extent of her distress, could afford her material 
assistance, in lack of mere sympathy. 

With great readiness and address, the damsel set about every 
thing that was reiiuisite for preparing the suppt^r and the beds ; 
now screaming into Dame Jellycot's ear, now whispering into 
her mistress's, and artfully managing, as if she uas merely the 
agent, under Alice’s orders. When the cold viands were set 
forth. Sir Henry Leo kindly pressed his daughter to take refresh- 
ment, as if to make up, indirectly, for his previous harshness 
towards her ; while he himself, like an experienced campaigner, 
showed, that neither tlic niortiiieations nor brawls of the da^, 
nor the thoughts of what w'as to come to-morrow, could diminish 
his appetite for supper, which was his favourite meal. He ate up 
two-thirds of the capon, and, dovotiiig the hrst bumper to the 
happy restoration of Charles, second of tlic name, he finibhed a 
quart of wine ; for ho belonged to a school aecustomed to feed 
the flame of their loyalty with copious brimmers. He even sang 
a verse of " The King shall enjoy his own agam,” in which Phoebe, 
half-sobbing, and Dame Jell^eo^ screaming against time and 
tunc, were contented to lend their aid, to cover Mistress Alice's 
silence. 

At length the jovial knight betook himself to his rest on the 
keeper’s straw pallet, in a recess adjoining to the kitchen, and, 
unaffected by his change of dwelling, slept fast and deep. Alice 
lisd less quiet rest in old Goody Jidlycot’s wicker couch, in the 
inaer apartment ; while the dame and Phoebe slept on a mat- 
trass, stuffed with dry leaves, in the same chamber, soundly as 
those whdse daily toil gains their daily broad, and whom morning 
calls up only to renew the toils of yesterday. 


CHAPTER V. 

Mr tongna padi alnwW under thii new languaga. 

And Btsrta and atumblea at theaa uncouth phraaei. 

They may be sreat in worth and weight, but hang 
Upon the native gltbneta of mj langua^ 

Lika SauTs plate amour on the ebepberd boy, 

Eneumbenog and not anning him. ^ ^ 

As Marilimm Everard pursued his way towards the Lodge, 
through one of the long sweeping glades which traversed the 
forest, varying in breadth, till the trees were now so close tM 
the boughs made dnrkness over bis headt, then receding farther 
to let in gtimpsee of the moon, and anon opening yet ^der kite- 
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little meadows, or savannalis, on which the moonheams lay m 
.silvery silence ; as he thus proceeded on hia lonely course, the 
various effects produced by that delicious light on the oaks, whose 
dark leaves, gnarled branclich, and massive trunks it gilded, more 
or leas partially, might ha>e drawn the attention of a poet or a 
{lamter. 

13ut if Everard thought of anything saving the painful scene m 
which ho had just played his part, and of which the result seemed 
the destruction of all his hopes, it was of the necessary guard to be 
observed in his night>wa.lk. The times were dangerous and un- 
settled ; the roads full of disbanded soldiers, and especially of 
royahsts, who made their political opinions a pretext for disturb- 
ing the counti'y with marauding i>artics and robberies. Deer- 
stealers also, who are ever a desperate banditti, had of lato in- 
fested Woodstock Chase. In short, the dangers of the place and 
period wero such, that Markham Everard wore his loaded pistols 
at ins belt, and earned his drawn sword under his arm, tiiat he 
might be prepared for whatever peril should cross his patli. 

He heard the bells of Woodstock Church ring curfew, just as 
lie was crossing one of the little meadows wo have desenbed, and 
they ceased as he entered an overshadowed aud twilight port of 
the path beyond. It was there that he heard some one whist- 
ling ; and, as the sound became clearer, it was plain the person 
was advancing towards him. This could hardly be a friend ; for 
the party to which he belonged rejected, generally speaking, all 
music, unless psalmody. Jf a man is merry, let him sing 
psalms,” was a text whicli they were pleased to interpret as lite- 
rally and to as little purpose as they did some others ; yet it was 
too continued a sound to be a signal amongst night-walkers, and 
too light and cheerful to argue any purpose of concealment on 
the part of the traveller, who presently exchanged his whistling 
for singing, and trolled forth the iullow'ing stanza to a jolly tune, 
with whic& the old cavaliers were wont to wake the nighl owl : 

He f for csTslien ' Ho for CBraUen ' 

Pray for cavaliera ' 

Hub a dub— mb a dub * 

Have at old fieelaebub— 

Oliver amokei for fear 

<< 1 should know that voice,” said Everard, uncocking the pis- 
tol whicli he had drawn from his belt, but continuing to hold it 
in his hand. Then came another fragmnt ; 

Hash them— ilaih them— 

All to pieces doah them. 

" So ho 1” cried Markham, ** who goes there, and for whomf” 

** For Church and King,” answered a voice, which presently 
aidded, " No, d— n me — 1 mean ttgainU Chnn^ and King, and 
for the people that are uppermost — 1 fomt which they are.*’ 

^ Ro^ Wildrake, as 1 guess I ” said Everard. 
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** The Rame — Gentleman ; of Squattlcsea-merc, in the moist 
county of Lincoln.” 

“ Wildrake ! ” said Markham — " Wildpfoose you should be 
called. You have been moistening your u^n throat to some pur- 
pose, and using it to gabblu tuneb very suitable to the times, to 
be sure ! ” 

“ Faith, the tunc*s a pretty tune enough, Mark, only out of 
fashion a little — the more's the pity.” 

“ Wliat eould 1 expect,” said E^erard, “but to meet some 
ranting, drunken cavalier, as desperate and dangerous as night 
and t>ack usually make them I What if 1 liaii rewarded \uiir 
melody hy a ball in the gulhq 

“ Why, there would have lieen a piper paid — tliat’s all,” said 
Wildrake. “ 13ut wherefore come ^i)U this way now! I was 
about to seek you at the hut.” 

“ I have been obliged to leave it — 1 will tt‘ll you the cause 
hereafter,” replied Markham. 

“ What ! the old pla^ -hunting cavalier was cross, or Chloc was 
unkind T’ 

“ Jest not, Wildrake — it is all ov'er with me,” said Everard. 

“ The devil it IS,” cxelainied Wildrake, “ and you take it thus 
quietl) ' — Zounds ! let us hack together — 1 'll plead your cause for 
>uu — f know how to tickle up an old knight and a pretty maiden 
— Let me alone for putting you lectuz %» rarut, you caiitmg rogue. 
— X ) — ^11 nie, Sir Heiir^ Lee, sais 1, your nephew is a piece of a 
Puritan — it won't deii> — but 1*11 uphold him a gentleman and a 
pretty fellow', for all that. — Madam, sa>s 1, you may think your 
cousin looks like a psalm-singmg weaver, in that bare felt, and 
with that rascally brown cloak ; tliat baud, which looks hko a 
baby’s clout, and those loose boots, w'liich have a wdiole calf-skin 
i*i each of them,—- but let him wear on the one side of his head a 
castor, with a plume befitting his quality ; give him a good Toledo 
by his aide, witli a broidercd belt and an inlaid hilt, instead of 
the ton of iron contained in tliat basket-hilted black Andrew Fer- 
rara; put a few smart w'ords in his mouth — and, blood and 
wounds ! madam, says 1” 

“ Pnthee, truce with this nonsense, Wildrake,” said Everard, 
“ and tell mo if you ore sober enough to hear a few words of so- 
ber reason 1” 

“ Pshaw ! man, 1 did but crack a braco of quarts with yonder 
puritanic, roundheaded soldiers, up yonder at the town ; and rat 
roe but 1 passed myself fur the best man of the party ; twanged 
my nose, and turned up my ej'os, as 1 took my can — Pah 1 the 
very wine tasted of hyjwcrisy. 1 dunk die rogue corporal smoked 
flomethixig at last— as for the common fellows, never stir, but they 
me to say grace over another quart 1” 

“ ^nds is just what I wished to speak with you about, Wild- 
said mrkhara--^* You hold me, 1 am sure, for your 
frieud t** 
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^ True as steel. — Chnms at €k)nege and at Lincoln's Inn— wo 
liave been Nisus and Eur^alus, Theseus and Firithous, Ore*.tes 
and Pyladcs ; and, to sum up the whole with a puritanic touch, 
Da\id and Jonathan, all in one breath. Not even politics, the 
wedgo that rends families and friendships asunder, as iron rivea 
oak, have been able to Hiiht us " 

** True,” answered Markham ' and when you followed the 
King to Nottingham, and I enrolled' under Essex, we swore, at 
our parting, that whichever side w'as victorious, he of us who ad- 
liered to it, should protect his leas fortunate eornrade.'’ 

“ Surely, roan, surely ; and have you not protected me accord- 
ingly! Did }ou not save me from hanging? and am 1 not in- 
didited to you for the bread 1 cat 

I have but done that wdiich, had the times been otherwise, 
,>ou, my dear Wildrake, would, I am sure, have done f(tr me. 
Hut, as I said, that is just what 1 wished to speak to you about. 
VV hy render the task of protecting you more diibcult than it must 
necessarily bo at any rate ? Why thrust thyself into the com- 
pany of soldiers, or such like, where thou art sun* to be warmed 
into betraying thyself? Why come hollowing and, whooping out 
cavalier ditties, like a drunken trooper of Prince Rupert, or one 
of Wilmot's swaggering body-guards ?” 

Because I may have been both one and t’other in my da>, 
for aught that youknow,” replied Wildrake. But, oddsfish ! "is 
it necessary 1 should always be reminding yon, that our obliga- 
tion of mutual protection, our league of offensive and defensiMv 
as 1 may call it, was to bo earned into effect without reference 
to the politics or religion of the party protected, or the least obli- 
gation on him to conform to those of his friend «” 

“ True,” said Everard ; “ but with this most necessary qualifi- 
cation, that tlic party should submit to such outward cfinformity 
to the times as should make it more easy and safe for his friend 
to be of service to him. Now, you are perpetually breaking fortli, 
to the hazard of your own safety and my credit.” 

I tell ydu, Mark, and I would tell your namesake the apostle, 
that you are hard on me. You have practised sobriety and hy- 
pocrisy from, your hanging sleeves till your Geneva cassock — 
mm the cradle to this day, — and it is a thing of nature to you ; 
and you are surprised that a rough, rattling, honest fellow, accus- 
tomed to speak truth all bis life, and especially wbon he fomid it 
at the bottom of a flask, cannot be so perfect a prig as tliyaelf— 
Zooks 2 there is no equality betwixt us — A trained diver might as 
well, because he can retain his breath for ten minutes without in- 
convenience, upbraid a poor devil for being like to burst in twen- 
ty seconds, qt the bottom of ten fathoms water — ^And, after all, 
considering the guise is so new to me, 1 think 1 bear myself in- 
diifapently well — try me !” 

" Are there any more news from Worcester fight f ” asked 
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Everard, in a tone so serious that it imposed on his companion, 
who replied in his genuine character — 

“ Worse ! — d — ^n mo, worse an hundred times than reported — 
totally broken. Noll hath certainly sold himself to the devil, and 
his lease will have an end one day — tliat is all our present com- 
fort.” 

** What ! and would this be vour answor to the first red-coat 
who asked the question > ” said Everard. ^ Methinks you would 
find a speedy passport to the next corps de garde.” 

" Nay, nay,” answered Wildrake, 1 thought you asked mo 
in your own person. — Lack-a-day ! a great mercy — a glorifying 
mercy — a crowning mercy — a vouchsafing — an uplifting — I pro- 
fess the malignants are scattered from Dan to Beersheba — 
smitten, hip and thigh, even until the going down of the sun ! ” 

« Hear you aught of Colonel Thornliaugh's wounds 1 ! ” 

“Ho is dead,” answered Wildrake, ‘‘that *8 one comfort — the 
roundheaded rascal ' — Nay, hold ! it was but a trip of the tongue 
— 1 meant, tlie sweet godly ^outh.” 

“ And hear you ought of tlie young man, King of Scotland, as 
they call him 1 ” said Everard. 

“ Nothing, but that he is hunted like a partridge on the moun- 
tains. May God deliver him, and confound his enemies ! — Zoons, 
Mark Everard, ] can fool it no longer. Do you not remem- 
ber, that at tlie Lincoln's-Iim gambols — ^tliough you did not 
mingle much in them, I tliink — I used always to play as well as 
any of them when it came to the action, but they could never 
get me to rehearse conformably. It ’s the same at this day. I 
hear your voice, and 1 answer to it in the true tono of my heart ; 
but when I am in the company of your snuffling friends, you 
have seen me act my part indifferent well.” 

“ But indifferent, indeed,” replied Everard ; “ however, there 
is little call on you to do augh^ save to be modest and silent. 
Speak little, and lay aside, if you can, your big oaths and swag- 
gering looks — sot your hat even on your brows.” 

“ Ay, that is the curse I 1 have been always nefted for the 
jaunty manner in which I wear my castor — Hard when a man’s 
merita become his enemies I” , 

“ You must remember you are my clerk.” 

“ Secretary/’ answered Wildrake ; “ let it be secretary, if yon 
love me.” 

“ It must bederk, and nothing else — ^plain clerk — and remem- 
ber to be dvU and obedient,” replied Everard. 

“ But you diould not lay mi your commands with so mudi 
ostsBtatieus auperkiritv. Master Markham Everard. Bememher 
1 am your senior of three year’s standing. Confound me, if 1 
kaow Jiow to take it ! ” 

“ Was ever aadi a fantastic wronghead I — For my sake, if not 
for tliiiie own, iMUid thy freakish fdlv to listen to reason. Think 
that I bare incurred both risk and dtame on thy account” 
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" Nay, tliou art a right good fellow, Mark,” replied the cava- 
lier ; and for thy Bake 1 will do much — but remember to cough, 
and cry hem I when thou seost me like to break bounds. And 
now', tell me w'hither we are bound for the night.” 

‘‘To W^oodHtock Lodge, to look after my uncle’s property,” 
answered Markham Everard : “ 1 am informed that boldiers 
have tak(>n pos^'ssion — Yet how could that be, if thou foundcst 
the party drinking in Wofidstock ! ” ’ 

“ There was a kind of comniisf4ary or steward, or some such 
rogue, had gone down to the Lodge,” replied Wiidrake ; “ I had 
a peep at him.” 

“ indeed ! ” replied Everard. 

“Ay, verily,” said Wiidrake, “to speak your own language. 
Why, as 1 passed through the park in (piest of you, scarce lialf 
an hour since, I Haw a light in the Lodge — Step tliis wa^\, you 
will see it yourself.” 

“ 111 the north-w'est angle ? ” returned Everard. “ It is from 
a window in Avhat tho) call Victor Lee's apartment.” 

“ Well,” roHumed Wiidrake, “ J had been long inie of Lunds- 
lord's lads, and well used to ]iatrolhug duty — So, rat me, says 1, 
if 1 leave a light in iny rear, without knowing what it means. 
Besides, Mark, thou liadbt said so much to me of thy pretty 
cousin, 1 thought I might ah wcdl have a }iet'p, if 1 could.” 

“ Thoughtless, uicoriigible man ! to what dangers do you ex- 
pose yourself and your friends, m mere wantomiess' — But go 
on.” 

“ By tins fair mooiiahine, 1 believo thou art jealous, Mark 
Everard J” replied hib gay comjiaiiion; “ there is no occasion ; 
for, 111 any case, 1, who w'as to sec the lady, wab r-teeled by honour 
against the elianxis of ray friend’s Chluc — Then the lady was not 
to bee me, ho could make no comparisons to thy disadvantage, 
thou knowest^Lastly, as It fell out, neither of ub saw the otlier 
at all.” 

“ Of that I am well aware. Mrs. Alice left the lodge long be- 
fore sunset, and n^ver relumed. What didst thou see to intro- 
duce with such preface I ” 

“ Nay, no .great matter,” replied Wiidrake ; « only getting 
upon a sort of buttress, (for 1 can climb like any cat that e\er 
mewed in any gutter,) and holding on by the vines and creepers 
which grew around, 1 obtained a statinn wliere i could see into 
the inside of that same pai lour thou spokest of just now.” 

“ And what saw'st thou there 1” once more demanded Everard. 

“ Nay, no great matter, as I said before,” replied tiie cavalier ; 
“ for in these tunes it is no new thing to see churls carousing in 
royal or noble chambers. I naw two rascallions engaged in 
emptying a solemn stoup of strong waters, and di^tchiug a huge 
venison pasty, which greasy mess, for their convenience, thejr bad 
placed on a Udy's work-table — One of them was trying an air on 
a lute.” 
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" The profane yillaina !” exclaimed Everard, " it was Alice's ’* 

" Well said^ comrade — I am glad yotir phlegm can be moved. 
T did but throw in these iiicidcntu of the lute and tlie table, to 
try if it was possible to get a spark of human spirit out of ^ou, 
bc-sanctified as you are.” 

“ What like were the men 1” said young Everard. 

“ Tlie one a Hlouch-hatted, long-cloaked, sour-faced fanatic, 
like the rest of you, whom I took to be the steward or commissary 
[ heard spoken of in tlic town; the other was a short sturdy 
fellow, with a w'ood-knife at his girdle, and a long quartei^stafT 
lying beside him — a black-haired knave, with white teeth and a 
merry countenance — one of the under-rangers or bow-bearers of 
these walks, I fancy.” 

“ They must have been Desborough’s favourite, trusty Tom- 
kins,” said Everard, “ and Joceliiiu Joliffe, tlie keeper. 'J'omkins 
is DesborougU's right hand — an Independent, and hath pourings 
forth, as he calls them. Some think that Ins gifts have the better 
of his grace. 1 have heard of his abusing opportunities.” 

“ They were improving them when I saw them,” replied Wild- 
rake, ** and maile th*' bottle smoke for it — when, as the devil would 
have it, a stone, which had been dislodged from the crumbling 
buttress, gave way under my weight. A cluniby fellow like tbee 
would ha>e been so long thinking what was to be done, that 
he must needs have followed it before he could make up his 
mind ; but I, Mark, I hopped like a squirrel to an ivy twig, and 
stood fast — was wellnigh shot, though, for the noise alarmed tliem 
both. They looked to the oriel, and saw me on the outside ; the 
fanatic fellow took out a pistol— ois they have always such texts 
in readiness hanging beside the little clasped Bible, thou know'st 
— the keeper seized his liuuting-pole — 1 treated tliem both to a 
roar and a grin- -thou must know 1 can grimace like a baboon — 
1 learned the tnck from a French player, who could twist his 
jaws into a pair of nut-crackers — and therewithal 1 dropped my- 
self sweetly on the grass, and ran off so trippingly, keeping the 
dark aide of the waU as long as 1 could, that I am wellnigh per- 
suaded they thought 1 was their kinsman, the devil, come among 
them uncalled. They were abominably startled.” 

** Thou art most fearfully raith, Wildrake,” said his compa- 
nion ; " we are now bound fur the house — wliat if they should 
remember tliee ? ” 

** Why, it is no treason, is it ! No one has paid for peeping 
rinoe Tom of Coventry's ^ys ; and if he came in for a reckon- 
ing, belike it was for a better treat than mine. But trust me, 
tey will no more know me, than a man who had only seen your 
friend Noll at a conventicle of saints, would know the same Oliver 
on hoTBebaok, and charging with his lobster-tailed squadron ; or 
the aame Noll cracking a jest and a bottle with wicked Waller 
theMt.** 

Hindi ! nota word of Oliver^asthou dost value thyself and me. 
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It is ill jeRting ^ith the rock you may split on.-— But here is the 
gate — we w'lU disturb these honest gentlemen’s recreations.” 

As he spoke, ho applied tlie large and ponderous knocker to 
the hall-door. 

“ llat-tut-tat-too !” said 'VC'ildrako ; there is a fine alarm to 
\ou cuckolds and roundheads.” lie tlicn half-mimickod, haif- 
buiig the uiarcli so called : — 

" Ciu'knlils, come dii;, cruckoldii, come diR, 

Hound about cuckolds, come dance to mr jif;'" 

By Heaven ' thib (labscs Midsummer frenz\ said Everard, 
turning angrily to huii. 

^ Not a bit, not a hit,” replied Wildrako ; « it is but a slight 
f'Vpcctoration, just like i«hat one makes before beginning a long 
speech. I will be grave lor an hour together, now I Imve got 
that point of war out oi my head.” 

As he spoke, steps wore heard m the hall, and tlie wicket of 
the great door was partly opened, but secured with a chain in 
case of accidents. The visage of Tntnknm, and that of Jocelino 
licneath it, appeared at the chink, illuminated by the lump which 
the latter held in his hand, and Toiiikius demanded' the meaning 
of this alarm, 

<< I demand instant admittance said Everard. ^ Johffe, 
you know mo well?” 

1 do, sir,” replied Joceline, and could admit you with all 
my heart; but, alas! sir, you see 1 am not key -keeper — Here i-% 
the gentleman whose warrant 1 must walk by — The Lord help 
me, seeing times arc such as they be 1 ” 

** And when Uiat gentleman, who I think mav be Master Des- 
borough's valet” 

liis honour's unw’ortliy secretary, an it please you,” inter- 
posed Tomkins; while Wildrake whisjiered in Everaid's ear, 

I will he no longer sc^crctary. Mark, thou wert quite right — 
Uie dork must be the more gentlemanly calling.” 

And if you arb Matster Debborough’s secretary', 1 presume 
you know me and my condition well (Miougk,” said Everard, ad' 
dressing tho Independont, not to ]ie.sitate to admit me and my 
attendant to a night’s quarters in the Lodge V* 

« Surely not, surely not,” said tlie ludei>endcnt — ** tliat is, if 
your worship thinks you would be Y>eUer accommodated here 
than up at Uie houbc of entertainment in tho town, which men 
unprofitably call Smut George’s Inn. Tlicre is but confined ac- 
commodation here, your honour— and we liave betm frajed out 
of our lives already by the visitation of Satan — albeit his fiery 
dart is now quenched.” 

^ This may be all well in its place. Sir Secretary,” said Eve- 
rard ; and you may find a comer for it when you are neat 
temnted to play the preacher. But 1 will take it for no apology 
for Keeping me here in the cold harvest wind ; and if not pre- 
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sently received, and suitably too, I will report ywi to your mas- 
ter for insolence in your office.** 

The secretary of Desborough did not dare offer farther oppo- 
sition ; for it is well known that Desborough himself only held 
hia conbcqucnce as a kinsman of Cromwell ; and the Lord-Gene- 
ral, who was wellnigh paramount already, was known to be 
strongly favourable both to the elder and younger Everard. It 
is true, Uiey were Presbytenaus and he an Independent ; and 
that though sharing those feelings of correct morality and more 
devoted religious feeling, by which, with few exceptions, the Par- 
liamentarian party were distinguished, tlie Everards were not 
disposed to carry tliese attributes to tlic extreme of enthusiasm, 
prautised by so mau>' others at the time. Yet it was well known 
tliat whatever might be C^romweirs own religious creed, he was 
not uniformly bounded by it m the choice of hia favourites, but 
extended hia countenance to those w ho could ber\ n him, even, 
although, according to the phrase of tlic time, they came out of 
the darkness of Egypt. The character of the elder Everard stood 
very high for wisilom and sagacity ; besides, being of a good 
family and competent fortune, his adherence would lend a dignity 
to any side he might es]iounc. Then his son had been a distin- 
guished and successful soldier, remarkable fr»r tlio discipline he 
maintained among his men, the bi-avery ivhich ha show^ in the 
time of action, and the humanity with which ho was always ready 
to qualify the consoqueuces of victory. Such men were not to 
be neglected, when many signs combined to show that the parties 
in the state, who had successfully accomplished the deposition 
and death of the King, were speedily to quarrel among them- 
selves about the division of the spoils. Tlie two Everards were 
therefore much courted by Cromwell, and their influence with 
him was supposcvl to be so groat, that trusty Master Secretary 
Tomkins cared not to expose himself to risk, by contending with 
Colonel Everard for such a trifle as a night’s lodging. 

Joceline w'as active on his side — more lights W'’ere obtained 
— more wood thrown on tlie fire — and the two newly-arrived 
strangers were introduced into Victor Lcc*b parlour, as it was 
caUe<^ from the picture over tlie chimney-piece, which we have 
already described. It was several minutes ere Colonel Everard 
could recover his general stoicism of deportment, so strongly was 
he impressed by finding himself m the apartment, under whose 
roof he had passed so many of the happiest hours of his life. 
Tlvere was the cabinet, which he had seen opened with such feel- 
ings of delight when Sir Henry Lee deigned to give him instruo*- 
tioQB in fishing, and to exhibit hooks and line^ together with all 
the materials for making the artificial fiy, then little known. There 
hung the ancient family picture, which, from some odd mysterious 
exprasaionB of his uncle relating to it, had become to his boyhood, 
nay,, his early youth, a subject of curiosity and of fear. He remem- 
bered how, when left alone in the apaiteent, the searching eye 
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of the old warrior seomod always bent upon his, in whatever part 
of the room ho placed liinmelf, and how hiR childish imagiiiation 
was perturbed at a jdienoinenon^ for which he could not aecrmnt. 

With those came a thouhand dearer and warmer recollections 
of hib early attachment to his prc‘tty oonsm Alice, when lie as- 
hLstod her at her lessons, brought water for her flowers, or atM'oni- 
panied her while she sung ; and he remembered that while hi*r 
fatlicr looked at them with a good-humoured and careless smile, 
he had once heard him mutter, “ And if it should turn out so — 
why, it might be liest for both” and the theories of happiness he 
had reared on these words. All these visions had been dispelled 
by the trumpet of war, which calltMl Sir Henry Lee and himself 
to opposite sides ; and the transactions of tins very day had shown, 
that e\cn Kierard’s suec(\ss as a soldier and a statesman seemed 
absolutely to prohibit the chance of their being revived. 

Uc was waked out of this unpleasiiig reverie by the approach 
of Jocehne, who, being possibly a seasoned tnpcT, had made ihc 
additional arrangements with more expedition and accuracy, than 
could have been expected from a person engaged as ho had been 
since iiight-fall. 

He now wished to know clio Culoiiers directions fpr the night. 
« Would he eat anything *** 

« No.” 

** Did his honour choose to accept Sir Henry Leo's bed, which 
was ready prepared I ” 

« Yes.” 

“ That of Mistress Alice Lee sliould bo prepared for the Secre- 
tary.” 

“ On pain of fhiiie oars — No,” replied Everard. 

« Where then was the worthy secretary to be quartered 1” 

” In the dog-keiiiK'l, if you hat,” replied Colonel Everard ; 
“ but,” added he, stepping to tlie bleeping apartment of Alice, 
which opened from the parlour, locking it, and taking out tiie 
key, ^ no one shall pv<»fanc this chamber.” 

Had his honouv any other commands for the night ?” 

" None, save to clear the apartment of yonder man. My clerk 
will remain with me — 1 lutve orders which must bci written out. 
— Yet stay — ^Thuu gavest my letter this morning to Misti'cbs 
Alice I” 

« I did.” 

" Tell me, good Joceline, what she said w'ben she received itl” 
** She seemed much concerned, sir ; and indeed 1 think that 
she wept a little — ^but indeed she seemed very much distressed,” 
" And what message did she send to me t ” 

“ None, may it please your honour — She began to say, ‘ Tell 
my cousin Everard that 1 will communicate my uncle’s kind pur- 
pose to my father, if 1 can get fitting opportunity — but that 1 
greatly fear ’ — and thero checked herself, as it were, and said, 
* I will wrrite to my cousin ; and as it may be late ere 1 have an 
▼OL. xxr. Q 
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opportunity of Bpeakin^c uJth my father, do tliou como for my 
answer alter sen ice.* — So 1 went to ehun'h mysejf, to while away 
the tinic ; but w hen 1 rutiirnecl to the Chase, I found tliia man 
had summoned iny niahter t(» surrender, and, right or wTong, ] 
must put him in posstission of tlie Lodge. T would fain have 
given your lionour a hint that thn old knight and my young niis- 
tress WGi'o like to take ^ou on the form, hut 1 could not mend the 
matter.” 

Thou hast done well, good fellow, and 1 will remember t]u*e. 
— Ami now, my inastt rs,** he biud, advaueing to the brace of 
clorkH or Heci'c*taries, who had in the nieanwhdc sate quietly down 
beside the stone bottle, and made up aui]uaintaiicc over a glass ol 
Its contents — ** Let me remind you, that the night wears late.’* 

There is Homething ericb tinkle, tinkle, in the bottle yet,” 
said Wildrakc, m reply 

“ llnin ! hem ! hem I” coughed the Colonel of the Parliament 
service ; and if his lips did not curse his (‘ornpanion’H imprudence, 
I will not answer for what aro.s4* iii his heart. — “ Well !” he said, 
observing that Wildrake had filled hm own glass and Tomkins's, 

take that parting glass and begone.” 

“ WouM you not bo pleased to ho.ar first,” said Wildrak^, 
**• how this honest gentleman saw the deMl to>iiight look through 
a pane of ponder window, and how he tlimks ho had a mighty 
strong resemblance to your worsliip’a humble slave and varlet 
scribbler ? Would you but hear this, sir, and just sip a glass of 
this very nocomineiidahle strong waters 

** I will drink none, sir,” i»aid Colonel Everard sternly ; and 
1 have to tell you^ that you have drunken a glass too much al- 
ready. — Mr. I'omkiiiH, sir, 1 wish you good night.” 

** A word ill eeason at parting,” said Tonkins, standing u]» 
behind tho long leathern back of a chair, hemming and snuffling 
Ob if prepanng for an exhortation. 

“ Excuse me, sir,” replied Markham Everard sternly ; ® you 
are not now sufficiently yourself to guide the devotion of others.” 

“ Woe be to them that re)ect !” said the Secretary of tlio 
Commisflioiiei's, stalking out of the room — the rest was lost in 
shutting the door, or suppressed for fear of offence. 

“ And now, fool Wildrakc, begone to thy bed — ^yonder it lies,” 
pmnting to the knight’s apartment. 

Wliat, thou hast seciu^ the lady’s for thyself t 1 saw thee 
put the key in thy pocket.” 

** 1 would not — ^indeed I could not sleep in that apartment — I 
can aleep nowhere — ^but I will watch in this arm>chair. — 1 have 
made him place wood for repairing the fire. — Good now, go to 
bed thyself, and sleep off tliy liquor.” 

" Liquor ! — 1 laugh thee to scorn, ftlark — ^tbou art a milkaop, 
and ilie son of a milksop, and know'st not wliat a good fellow can 
do in the way of crushing an honest cup.” 

** The wiiole vices of his faction are in this poor fellow indivi- 
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dually/' said the Colonel to liiinnolf, eyeing his protofvo askance, 
as th(* othc^r retreated into tlie iM'droom, with no very steady 
pace-- Ho is reckless, inteinperute, dissolute ; and if 1 cannot 
^et him siifcly shipped for France, lie will certainly be Iwth his 
own ruin and mine. — Yet, withal, he is kind, hrave, anil gene 
rows, and w'ould have kept the iaith with me w'lnrh he now ex- 
jiects from me; and in what coiiMi^^ts the merit of our truth, it 
we ohhorve not our plighted word when we liave promised, to 
our hurt ’ I will take the liberty; however, to bt*cure inyscdf 
against farther interrui'tion on hi?, jiart.’* 

So s.i;i ing, he loeked the door oi eomraunication betwixt tlie 
sleepmg-rooin, to wliieh the cavalier had rt'lreated, and the par- 
lour;-- -and then, after pacing the floor thoughtfully, ri'tumed to 
his heat, trimmed the lamp, and drew out a minilKT of letU'ra.-- 
“ 1 will read these ovc r omx» more,’* lii' said, “ that, if possibles 
the thought of public affairs may expel tins keen sense of perso 
iial borrow. Gracious 1‘rovideiice, whei*e is this to end ' Wc* 
have bacrifi<*ed the peace of our fhmilii's, tlie warmest wishes of 
our young hearts, to right the country in which we wen* born, 
and to frei* her fnim oppression; yet it appears, that every Htt*p 
we have made towardb liberty, has but brought us in view of iu>w 
and more terrific perils, as he who travels m a mbuntamouH n 
gion, is, by every step wrhn'h elevaU'b him higher, placed, in a 
situation of more imminent ha^rd.’* 

11(* read long and attentively, vaiioub tedious and embarrauM*4l 
h'tters, in which tlie writers, placing before him the glory of (hid, 
and the freedom and liberties of England, as thi*ir supreme elld^, 
could not, by all the aiiibagitory expressions they mode use of, 
prevent the shrewd eye oi* Markham Fjverard from wsung, thai 
belf-mtercst and views of ambition were the ]»j'inci])al inoving- 
spnngs at the bottom of tlieir plots. 


CIIAFTER VI. 


Flcep steals qd ua cvi'ii like hn brother Death — 

Wc Know not when it comm— we know it muat come— 

Wc may aflcct to acorn and to contonui it, 

Tor 'tin the highest pride of human niaer> 

To HAy it known not ot an opiate 
\ ct the reft parent the despairing lorer, 

Eren the poor wretch who waitn for cxecutmn, 

Fotln tliM oblivion, acoinst which he thought 
Hin woes had arm'd inn ficnbes, steal upon him. 

And thninidi the fciicik'nsi.iliidcl — the lindi — 
buriinsc* tliat liaughty gamsuii— the mind 

llERHRIIT 

^vLoxcL Etkiubd experienced the truth contained in tlie 
voraes of the quaint old bard whom we have quoted above. Amid 
private grief, and anxiety for a country long a prey to civil war, 
and not likely to fall bood under any fixed or weil-eBtablvIied 
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form of povomment, Evorard and liw father had, hke many others, 
turned their eyes to General (.’roinwell, as the person whose va- 
lour had made him the darlinp of the army, whose slronp sapacity 
had hitherto predominated o\cr tin* htph talents by whieh he had 
been assailed in rarliament, as well as over his enemies in the 
field, and who was alone in the hitnatioii to su'ltU ihe nation^ as 
the [dirase then went ; or, in other words, to dictate the mode of 
government. The fid her and son were both reputed to stand 
liiph in tlie Gt'oeral's favour Hut Maikham Everard was con- 
scioua of some particiilniw, which indue(‘d him to douht wliether 
Cromwell actually, and at heart, bois' either to his father or to 
himself that pood'-w ill wliich was peiierally believed. He knew 
him for a profound politieian, who could \eil for any leiipth of 
time his real sentiments of men and llnnps, until they could be 
displayed witliout prejudice to his iiitere&t. And he moreover 
know th.st thf* General was not likely to forpet the n])po9ition 
which the Hrchbytenan party had offered to what Oliver called 
the Great Matter — the trial, namely, and execution of the Kinp. 
In this opposition, his father and he had aii\ioiu»ly concurred, 
nor had the . nor even the half-exjjressed threats of 

Oomwell, 11 I'ei'i to flineli from that course, far less to 

jH'rmit their names to he introduced into the commissiou nomi- 
nated to sit 111 judgment on that momorahle occaMou. 

This hesitation had occasioned some tciTj]M>rary coldness be- 
tw’ecn the General and the Everards, father and hon. But as the 
latter remaiued in tin* army , and borc^ arms under Cromwell both 
ill Scotland, and finally at VVoreester, his services very frequently' 
called forth the approbation of his commander. After the fight 
of Worcester, in particular, he w'as among the number of those 
officers on whom Gliver, rather cnnsideriiig the actual and prac- 
tical extent of liis ow-n power, than the iianie under which he ex- 
cTcised it, w'OH w ith difficulty w itliheld from imposing the dignity 
of Knights- Bannerets at his own will and pleasure. It therefore 
seemed, that all recollection of former disagreement was oblite- 
rated, and that the FiVerards had regained their former strong- 
hold in the Ifenerars affections. There were, indeed, several 
who doubted this, and who endeavoured to bring over this distin- 
guished young officer to some other of the jiarties which divided 
3ie infant Commonwealth. But to tlieso projiosals ho turned a 
deaf ear. Enough of blood, he said, liad been spilled — it was 
lime that the nation should have repoisc under a firmly -esta- 
blished government, of strength sufficient to protect property, and 
of lenity enough to encourage the return of tranquillity. This, 
he thought, could only bo acconiptislied by means of Cromwell, 
and the greater part of England was of the same opinion. It is 
true, that, in thus submitting to the domination of a NuceeQsful 
s<ddier, those w'ho did so, forgot the principles upon which they 
had drawn the sword against tho late King. But in revolutiom, 
Stem and h^h prineij^s are often oblige to give way to tiie 
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current of existing circumstiiicoB ; and in many a case, 'wlitit* 
vtars have been waged for ])f)inla of iiiotaphyBiLal right, thL\\ liave 
been at last gladly temuiiated, upon the mere hope of ohtaiTung 
general tranquillity, as, after many a long Mcge, a garrihoii is 
often glad to submit on mure security for life and linib^. 

Colonel Everard, therefore, felt that tlio support winch he af- 
forded Cromwell, was only under the idea, that, amid a choice ol 
e\ilfi, tho least was hkely to ensue from a man of the General h 
wisdom and valour being placed at the head of the state , and 
lie w'as sensihle, that Oliver himself was likely to consider Ins 
attachment as lukewarm and im)ierfect, and measure his grati- 
tude for it upon the same limited scale 

In the ineaiiwliil<>, however, circumstances compelled him to 
make trial ol the Gonerars fnoiidship. The sequestration oi 
Woodstock, and the warrant to the coniiniRsioners to dispohc of 
It as national projK^rty, had been long grunted, but tho niton m 1 
of the elder Everard had for weeks and months doiorred its exe- 
cution. The hour w'as now npi^roachMig when the blow could be 
no longer parried, especially :l« *^ii Mi nri Ijoc, on Ins side, rfc- 
sisted every proposal of subiuittiiig hmiseli to the existuig guveni- 
xnent, and was tlierefori', now tliat Ins hour of grace was passed, 
enrolled in the list ut atiibhorn and irreclaimable inahgnants, with 
whom the Council of State was deterniined no longer to keep 
terms. The only mode of protecting tho old knight and his daugh- 
ter, was to interest, if })osHible, tho General himself ui Uio mat- 
ter ; and revolving all the circumstances connected with their 
intercourse', Colonel Everard felt tliat a request, which would so 
immediately interfere with the interests of Disborough, the bro- 
tber-in-law of Cromwell, and one of the present ConimisHiunem, 
was putting to a very severe tnal the friend diip of the latter. 
Yet no alternative remained. 

With this view, and agreeably to a request from Cromwell, 
who at parting had been very urgent to have his writt<m opiniun 
upon public aflairs. Colonel Everard passed tlie earlier part of 
the night in arrarging his ideas upon the state of the Common- 
wealth, m a plan which he thought likely to be acci'ptable to 
Cromwell, as it exhorted him, under the aid of ]’ro\ idence, to 
become the saviour of the state, by convoking a free Parliaxneiit, 
and by their aid placing himself at the head of some form of li- 
beral and established government, which might sujK'rsede the 
state of anarchy, in which the nation was otherwise lik< ly to be 
merged. Taking a general view of the totally broken ooiidition 
of tho Royalists, and of the various factions which now <y«nvulsed 
the state, ho showed how this might be done witliout bhtod&hed 
or violence. From this topic he descended to the propriety of 
keeping up the becoming state of the Executive Oovernment, in 
whose hands soever it should be lodged, and thus showed Crom- 
well, aa the fnture Stadtholder, or Consul, or LicutenaDt-General 
of Great Britain and Ireland, a prosper of demesne and resi- 
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deuces becomincf lus dignity. Then he naturally passed to the 
disparkiug and destroying of the royal reMdeiices of England, 
made a wuful pioture uf the dcmohtitiii winch inijiended over 
WofKlstock, and iiitorcedt'd for the preservation of that beautiful 
seat, as a matter of pcrboiial favour, in which ho found hinibolf 
deeply int<‘re8tt*d. 

Colonel Everurd, wlien ho had finiLhc^l his letter, did not hud 
himself greatly risen iii his own opinion. In tlic cuursfi of his 
piditieal conduct, he had till this hour avrsiled mix.mg up personal 
motives with his ])ubhc grounds of aetnm, and he now felt 
hunself xiiakiiig sucli a composition. Ihit he comforted himself, 
or at least silenced this nnpleasing recollection, with the coiiui- 
dc^ratiun, that the weal of Ivntain, studied under the aspect of tlic 
times, ahsolutLdy required that Cromwell should he at the head 
of the g<ivemmeiit ; and that the interest of Sir Tlcnry Lee, or 
I'ailier hib safety and his exi'^tc^nee, no less 4‘Tiiphatically demanded 
the preservation of WtHHlst<»ck, and hU residence there. Was it 
.i fault of his, that the bame road should lead to luttli these ends, 
or that his private interest, and that of tho eouiitry, bhould halt- 
pen to mix in the same letter t He hardened himself, therefore, 
to tlio act, made up and addressed hia packet to the Lord-Ceiie' 
ral, and then bcaled it with his heal of arms. This done, he lay 
back in his chair ; and, in hpite of hm expeeUtioiiB to the ouii- 
tiTiry, fell asleep in the course of liis reHc'ctions, anxious and lui- 
rasHiiig as they w'en', and did not awaken until the cold grey light 
of dawn was peeping through the eastern oriel. 

ilo started at first, roubiiig himself with tho sensation of ono 
who awakes in a place uiikiiow'n to him ; but the localities in- 
stantly forced themselves on his zecolleetioii. The lamp burning 
dimly in tho socket, the wood fire almost extinguished in its own 
white embers, the gloomy picture over the chiiniiey-piece, the 
'■ealed pocket on tlio table — all reminded him of the events of 
yesterday, and lus deliberations of the succeeding night. 

** There is no help for it,'* he said ; it must lie Cromwell or 
anarchy . And probably tho sense that his title, as head of the 
Executive Govenunent, is denved merely from popular consent, 
may check the too natural proneness of power to render itself 
arbitrary. If he govern by Parliamentb, and with regard to the 
privileges of the subject, wherefore not Oliver as well as Charles t 
But I must take measures for having this convoyed safely to the 
hands of this future sovereign pnnee. It will be woU to take the 
first word of influence wnth him, since there must be many who 
will not hesitate to Tecommeud counsels more violent and preci- 
pitate.” 

He determined to intrust the importunt packet to the ehaige 
of WUdrake, whose rashness was never so distinguished, as wlm 
by voy ehanoe he was left idle and unemployed ; beside^ even if 
his mth had not been otherwise unimpeachable, the obUmtioos 
whidi he owed to his friend Everard must have rendered it such. 
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TItpao conclusions pasaetl tlin)u"li Colonel Everard’s nimd, as, 
(‘ollcrting the remains of m ood in the chimney, he gathered tlieni 
into a hearty hla^e, to renun e the uncomfortable fcA^hiig of chill- 
nehft i^hich pervaded his limbs ; and hy the time he was a little 
more warm, again sunk into a sliinibcr, which was only disjielled 
In the beams of morning pis pmg into hi>> apartmont. 

lie arose, roused hiiiisi If, walked up and down the room, and 
looked from tlie large oriel w indow on the nearest objeets, which 
were the untrimmed hedg(*s and neglected w'alks of a certain 
wilderness, as it is called m ancient trcalist^s on gardening, 
which, kept of jore well ordered, and in all the pride of the 
to]»mry art, presented a suoeessioii of yew’-trees cut into fantastic 
forms, of elobe allc\ h, and of o]icii w'alk.s, filling about two or three* 
acres of ground on tliat sidi* of the Lodge, and forming a boini' 
dary between its immediate* pricmcts niid the open I'ark. Its 
enclosure was now broken down in many places, and the hinds 
with their fawns fed tree and uiistartled up to the very windows 
of the silvan palace. 

This liad been a favourite scene of Markham’s sports when a 
boy. Ho could still distinguish, though now growm out of shaf/i^ 
tlio verdant hattlenionts of a (iothic castle, all created h> tlu* 
gardener’s shears, at which he was ucouKtomed (o shiiot his 
arrows ; or, stalking before it like the Knigld>errants of whom 
he read, was wont to blow his horn, and bul dctiaiicf* to tlie sup- 
posed giant or Puyiiiin knight, by whom it wan garrisoned. He 
remembered how he used to train his cousin, though si'veral 
years younger than hinisidf, to bear a part iii those revels of his 
boyish fancy, and to pla> the character of an elfin page, or a 
fairy, or an ciiclianted ]>rincc'as. He reniembereil, too, many 
jiarticulars of their later acijuuintance, from v Inch he had been 
^most uecessarily led to the eoiicluslon, that from an early pe- 
riod their |)areiits had entertained some idea, that there might 
be a well-fitU'd match betwixt hm fair cousin and himself. A 
thousand visions, formed in so bright a prospect, had vanished 
along with it, but now retuimcd like shadows, to remind him of 
all he had lost — and for what ^ For tlie sako of England/* hia 
proud consciousness replied , — ** Of England, in danger of becom- 
ing tho prey at once of bigotry and tyranny.” And ho strengtlicned 
himself with the recollection, If 1 have sacrificed my private 
happiness, it is that niy country may enjoy liberty of conscience, 
and personal freedom ; which, under a weak pnnee and usurp- 
ing statesman, slie was but too likely to have lost.” 

But the busy fiend in bis breast would not be repulsed by the 
bold answer. Has Ihy resistance/’ it demanded, ** availed thr 
country, Markham Everanl * Lies not England, after so much 
bloodshed, and so much misery, as low beneath the sword of a 
fortunate soldier, as formerly under the sceptre of an encroach- 
ing prince ! Are Parhament, or what remains of them, fitted 
to contend with a leader, master of his soldiers* hearts, as bold 
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and subtle as he is impenetrable in Ins desif^s ! This Genem], 
who holds the army, and by that the fart* of the nation in his 
hand, will he lay dowm his power because philosophy would pro- 
nounce it liirt duty to heennie a hubject V* 

He dared ntit answer that his knowledge of Cromw’ell autho- 
rised him to expect any such act of self-denial Y et still he consider- 
ed tliat in tiiiitM of such iiifiiiite diflicultv, tliat must he the best 
povernment, howevi'r little de«tirahle in itself, which should most 
speedily restore ]ieace to the land, and stop the wounds which 
the coiiteiulini; ]iartie8 were tlaily inflietiiig tin each other. He 
imagined that Cromwell was the only authority under which a 
steady goA'crimicMit could he formed, aiul therefore had attached 
himsrdf to his fortune, though not without ismsiderahle and recur- 
ring doubts, how far bcrviiig the views of this impenetrable and 
mysterious General was consistent witli tho principles under 
whicli he had ahsuinod arms. 

\Vhil(‘ these things passt‘d in his mind, Everard looked upon 
the packet w hieli lay on the table addressed to the Lord-General, 
and which he had made up before sleep. He hesitated several 
times, when he remembered its purport, and m what degree he 
must stand eoinnntted with that personage, and hound to support 
his plans of aggrandiyement, when once that commuuicatioii was 
m Oliver Cromwell’s poRsessiou. 

“ Yet it must he so,” he said at last, with a deep sigh. “ Among 
the contending parties, he is the strongest — Ihr wisest and most 
moderate — and ambitious though he ho, }»erhaps not tlie most 
dangerous. Some one must be trusted with power to preserve 
and enforce general order, and who can possess or wield such 
pow'^cr like him that is head of the \ ictonous armies of England I 
Gome what will in future, ]icace and tho restoration of law ought 
to bo our first and most pressing object. This n^muantof a par- 
liament cannot k«ep tlicir ground against the army, by mere 
appeal to the sanction of opinion. If th«»y design to reduce tho 
soldiery, it must bo by actual warfare, and the land has been 
too long steeped in blood. But Cromwell ma}, and 1 trust will, 
make a moderate accommodation with them, on grounds by which 
peace may ho preserved ; and it is to this which we must look 
and trust for a settlement of the kingdom, alas 1 and for the 
rhanee of protecting my obstinate kinsman from Uic consequences 
of his honest thoii^i absurd pertinacity'.” 

Silencing some internal feelings of doubt and reluctance by 
sudi reasoning as this, Markliam Everard continued in his reso- 
lution to unite himself with Cromwell in the struggle w'hich was 
evidently approaching betwixt the civil and military authorities ; 
not as the course which, if at perfect liberty, he would have pre- 
ferred adopting, but as the best choice between two dangerous 
extremities to which tho times bad reduced him. He could not 
help trembling, however, when he recollected that his &ther, 
tliongh hitherto the admirer of Cromwell, as the implement by 
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^hnm BO many marvelct liad l>con in England, might not 

be dispoApd to unite with his intcreM against that of tlie Long 
rarliainrnt, of whudi ho had been, till partly laid asido by con- 
tinued iiidispositiiin, an active and leading iiieiubeT. This doubt 
also he was ohligod to swallow, or stranglf, as ho might; hut 
consoled himsoll with the ready argninent, that it was imposhible 
his father could sec matters in another light than tliat m which 
they occurred to liiiiiNelf. 


THArTER VI 1. 

Detkrmined at length to dispatch his packet to Uie General 
without delav, Colonel Everard approached the door of the 
apartment, in which, as was c^videiit from the heavy breathing 
within, tho prisoner Wildmke eiijnvcd a deep slumber, under 
the influence of liquor at oiici: and of fatigue. In tiiruing tlie 
key, tho bolt, which was rather nistv, niado a resistance so 
noisy, ns jiartly to attract the bleeper's attention, though not to 
awake him. Everard stood by liH bodside, as he hf^ard him 
mutter, “ Is it inoniing already, jailor? — Wh\, you dog, an you 
had but a cast of humanity in you, you would qualify your vile 
news with a cup of sack ; — ^hanging is sorry work, my masters 
— and soxtow’h dry.” 

« Up, Wildrake — up, thou ill-omeuud dreamer,*’ said his 
friend, shaking iiirn b\ the collar. 

“ Hands otf T* answered the sleeper. — “ 1 can climb a ladder 
without help, 1 trow.” — He then sate up in the bed, and ofiening 
his eyes, stared around him, and exclaimed, Zounds ! Mark, is 
it only thou? 1 thought it was all over with «ue — fetters were 
Atnicic from my legs — rojn* drawn round niy gullet— irons 
knocked off my handR>~hein])en cravat tucked on — ^ali ready for 
a dance in the open clemeiit upon slight footing.’' 

" Truce with thy folly, Wildmke; sure the devil of drink, to 
whom thou hast, 1 think, bold thyself” 

* Fop a hogshead of sack,” iniemipted Wildrake ; “ the bar- 
gain was made in a cellar in the Viiitrj.” 

" I am as mad os thou art, to trust any thing to thee,” said 
Markham ; I scarce believe thou hast th^ senbos } et.” 

" What should ail me?*’ said Wildrake — ** 1 trust 1 liave not 
tasted liquor in my sleep, saving that 1 dreamed of dnnkiug 
small-beer with Old Noll, of his own brewing. But do not look 
so glum, man — I am the same Roger Wildrake that 1 ever was; 
as wild as a mallard, but as true as a game*cock. 1 am tliino 
own chum, man — bound to thee by thy kind deeds — devinctus 
benefido — there is Latin for it ; and where is the thing thou wilt 
chargo me with, that 1 will not, or dare not execute, were it to 
pick the devil’s teeth with niy rapier, after he had breakfasted 
upon roundheads 1” 
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You will drive me mad,” said fivorard. — “ When I am 
about to intrust all 1 have must valuable «>ii earth to your nia- 
iia{i;emciit, }oiir eonduct and language are tiuise of a mere lied- 
laniite. Lo^t night I niadi' allow aiiee for thy drunken fury ; but 
who can endure thy morning niadnobs ’ — it la uir-afe fi>r thy self 
and me, Wildrakt* — it is luikiiifl — 1 might «ay uiigrateiul.” 

Nay, do not say f/ntf, iny fnnuV’said the cavalier, with 
Nome show of feiding ; “ and do not ]udge of me with a sc^venty 
that cannot apply to Mich as I am Wc who have lost our alt m 
those sad jars, who aie coinpelled to shift for our living, not 
from day to day, but irom meal to meal — we whose only hiding- 
place IB the jail, whose pros(H^ct of hnal repose is the gallows, — 
what cansl ihou expect from us, hut to bear such a lot wuh a 
light lieart, since we should break down under it with a heavy 
one »” 

This was Rpokeii in a tone of feeling whicli found a responding 
string in Kverard's bosom. He took Ins irieiui's hand, and 
prcBsed it kindly. 

“ Naj, if 1 seemed harsh to thee, Wildrake, I profeRs it was 
for thine own Hake more than mine. 1 know thou hast at the 
bottom of thy leiity, as deep a principle of honour and ieehng as 
ever governed a human heart. Hut tliou art thoughtleBB — tliou 
art rash— and I protest to fliec, that wert thou to betray thyself 
in this matter in wlneli 1 trust thee, tlie evil eonse([ueneos to 
myself would not atllict me more than tlie thought of putting 
thee into such danger.” 

“ Nay, if you take it on that tone, Mark,” said the cavalier, 
making an eflbrt to laugh, evidently that he might coneeaJ a ten- 
dency to a difTercnt emotion, thou wilt make chililren of us 
botli— bahoH and HuckhngR, by the hilt of this bilbo. — Come, trust 
me ; 1 can be cautious when time requires it — no man ever saw 
ine drink when an alert was expcxited — ond not one poor pint of 
wine will I taste until i luivo managed this matter for thee. Well, 
I am thy 8cci*etary —clerk — 1 had forgot — and carry thy dis- 
patclieB to Cromwell, taking good heed not to be Burpnsed or 
choused out of my lump of loyalty, [striking his Anger on the 
packet,] and I am to deliver it to the most loyal hands to which 
it is most humbly addressed — ^Adzooks, Mark, think of it a mo- 
Tuent longer — Surely thou wilt not cari*y thy perversoness so far 
as to strike in with thin bhxidy-iiiindod rebel ? — Bid me give him 
three incheH of my dudgeoii-dagger, and 1 will do it much more 
willingly than present him with thy packet.” 

to,” replied Everard, ^ this is beyond our barpin. If 

S m will help me it is well ; if not, let me lose no time in debat- 
g witli the^ since 1 think every moment an age till tlie packet 
is in the General’s poasessioii. It is the only way left me to 
obtain some protection, and a place of refuge for my uncle and 
his daa^ter.” 

** That being the case,*’ said the cavalier, 1 will not spare the 
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spur. My nap up yonder at the t««\n will he ready for the road 
111 a trice, and thou mayat reokoii on iiiy heiiif^ witli Old ISoll — 
thy Oeiieral, I mean — in as hliort tune an man and horsi* may 
consume hctmxt Woodstock ami \VindHt»r, where I think 1 shall 
for th(* present find thy friend keeping possession whei’e he haa 
-lam.*’ 

“ HuhIi, not a word of that. Since we parted last night, I ha\e 
shapt'd thee a path which will suit tliC'e blotter than to assume the 
decency of languagi and of outwiurrl iiianner, of which thou hast 
so little. 1 ha\e act|uainted the tieneial that tliou hast been by 

bail example and bad education** 

Which w to he interpreted by rontraries, I hope,'* said Wild- 
drakt' ; “ for sure 1 have been as well born and bred up aa any 
lad of Lcu'i'StorHhii'e might desire.’* 

Now, 1 prithee, hush — thou hast, 1 say, hy had example bo- 
eomo at one timo a malignant, and mixed iii the party of the late 
King. But seeing w'hat tbings were viroiiglit m the nation by 
the (xoiieral, tliou hast o<jnH' to a elearnesb touching his 4‘alhng 
to be a gn*at im]deineut m tlie settlement of tluw' distracted 
kingdoms. This account of thee will not only Ibad him to pass 
over some of thy eccentrie>tie.H, should thev break out in spiU* of 
th<v, hut will also give thee* an interest with him as being more 
especially attached to his own pensm.** 

“ Doubtless,** said Wildrake, “ as every fisher loves best the 
trouts that arc* of his own tickling." 

“ It IS likely, 1 think, he will stmd thee hither with letters to 
me,*' sjiid tho Colonel, ** imablmg me to put a stop to the proceed- 
ings of these sequestrators, and to give poor old Sir Henry Leo 
permisiuoi] to huger out his days among the oaks he loves to look 
ti{)on [ have made this my request to General Cromwell, and 
1 think iny father’s friendship and my own may stretch so far on 
hiB regard without risk of cracking, especially standing matters 
as they now do — ^thou dost understand 1 ’* 

« Eutircly well,” said the cav'alier ; “ stretch, quotha ! — I would 
rather stretch a ro^ic than hold commerce with the old King-kill- 
ing ruffian. But 1 liavo said I will bo guided by thee, Markham, 
and rat mo but 1 will.** 

Be cautious, then,” said Everard, “ mark well wliat he does 
and says — ^more especially what he does ; for Oliver is one (jf 
those whose mind is bettor known by hu actions than by hia 
words ; and stay — 1 warrant thee thou wert setting off without a 
cross in thy purse 1 ” 

** Too true, Mark,” said Wildrake ; " the last noble melted 
last night among yonder blackguard troopers of yours.” 

** Well, Roger,’* replied the Colonel, ^that is easily mended.'* 
So saying, he slipped his purse into his friend*& hand. " But ark 
thou not an inconsiderate weather-brained fellow, to set forth as 
thou wert about to do, without any thing to bear thy charges ; 
what eouldst thou have done f ” 
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“ Faiili, 1 never thought of that ; 1 must have cried Stand, I 
HuppoHC^ to the first pursy townsman c»r gri'asy grazier that 1 
met o’ ilio heath — it is many a good fellow’s shiit lu tiiesc had 
times.” 

« Go to,” said Everard ; “ he cautious — ^use none of your 
loose acquaintance — rule your tongue —beware of the wiDe-]»ot — 
for there is little danger if tliou eouldbt only hut keep thyself 
sober — Be moderate in siH-eeh, and forbear oaths or vaunting.*’ 

** In short, metaniorpho'^e niyscdf into such a prig as thou art, 
Mark. — Well,” said Wililrake, “so far as outside will go, 1 think 
1 can make a llope-ov-Hi jh-Bornhy* as well as thou eaiist. Ah ! 
those were merry days when we saw Mills present Bomby at the 
l^ortune jdayhouse, Mark, ere I had lost iiiy laeed cloak and the 
jewel in xny ear, or thou hadst gottcui the wrinkle on thy brow, 
and the puntaiiie twist of thy mustache !” 

“ They were like most worldly pleasures, W ildrakc,” replied 
Everard, “ sweet in the* mouth and bitter in digestion. — But away 
with thee; and when thou bring’Ht back my answer, thou wilt 
find me cither h(*re or at Saint George’s Inn, at the little borough. 
— Good luck to thee — Be Imt cautious how thou bcarcst thyself.” 
The Colonel remained in deep meditation — “ 1 ihirik,” he said, 
I have not pledged myself too fur to the General. A breach 
between Inin and the I’arliauieiit seems ine\itahle, and would 
throw England hack into ci\il war, of which all men arc wcaiied. 
Ke may dislike my messenger — }ct that I do not grc^atly fear. 
He knows 1 would choose such as 1 can xnyselt dejiend on, and 
liath dealt enough with the stneter sort to* be aware that there 
are among them, as wxll os elsewhere, men who can hide two 
faces under one hood.” 


CHArXEU VIII. 

For there in lofty air won seen to ^tand 
'i he htciu ProtvetoT nt the conquer d laud . 
liravrn in that look with which he wept nnd ■wore, 
turn'd out tho rneniherb, iiml m.idc ; ii.i diM>r, 
liiddiiu the house ol every kna\o iind drone, 

Furced — tUouf{U it (;nuTLa his soul— to rule alone 

The J’^ranh VvurUhtp — Crabbs. 

Leaving Colonel Everard to his meditations, we follow the jolly 
cavalier, his rompaiiioii, who, before mounting at the Geor|», did 
not fail to treat himseli' to his moniiug>draug1it of eggs and mus- 
(adi&e, to enable him to face the harvest wind. 

Although he had suffered himself to be sunk m the extrava- 
gant lusense which was practised by the cavaliers, as if to oppose 
their conduct in every point to the precisenesa of their eneznies, 
yet Wildrake, wdl-bum and well-educated, and endowed with 


* A puritanic character in one of Beaumont and Fletcher's plays. 
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*foo<l natural parte, and a lioart nliich oven deltauchrry, and Uie 
wild life oi a nmniiji; cavalier liad iu>t been able eiitiieh ti> cor- 
rupt, moved on liih }irebeiit einba^s^ w'lth a Htran^e inixturo of 
feeliiii'.s, bucli ah perhaps he had iie\er iii liis life before expuri* 
enccd. 

His feehncfs as a loyalist led him to detest Cromwell, whom in 
other eireunistaiiceB he would scarce ha\e wished to see, except 
111 a iield uf battle, when* he could lune had the pleasure* to 
exchange pistol-sliots with him. Ihrt amtIi this hatred thi-ie was 
mixed a certain degree of fear. Always vietorious wlierevcr ho 
fought, tilt remarhahle pt rsoii whom Wildrake was now approach- 
ing had acquiri'd that intluince over the minds oi his eiUMiiies, 
winch constant hiiccess is so apt to inspne- >theA dri'ailed w tide the^ 
hated him — and joined to thr**e feelings, was a rt‘stl(*ss nu'ddhiig 
cunoMty, winch luatle a particular ti*atnrc in "l^'ddrake’s cha- 
racter, who, having long hail little biismess of his own, and earing 
notlniig about tliat which he had, was lasdy attracted hy the de- 
sire of sc‘eing wliutevor w’as cmious or interesting ar<»und him. 

1 should like to see the ohl rascal alter all,'’ he said, were 
it but to say that I had sih'II him 

He reached Windsor in the afternoon, and felt on his arrival 
the strongt'st iiicJiiiatioii to take up his resilience at some of his 
old liauiits, wlien lie had occasionally frequented that fair town 
in ga>er da>8. But rcMsliiig all temptations ot this kind, he went 
couragLHiusly to the principal inn, iroin which its ancient emblem, 
the (tarter, had long diMppeaicsl The master, too, whom Wild- 
rake, e\]terieuced in his knowledge of landlords and hobtelncK, 
liad remeiiibt red a <lashiiig Mine ilost of (^ueen J3rRH’H sehool, 
had now' sobered ilowii to the teinjier of the times, slifnik his head 
when ho spoke of the J’ailiainciit, wielded Ir- spigot with the 
grinity of a pru'St conducting a saciifii'e, wislied England a happy 
issue out of all her aflbctioiis, and greatly lauded his Exccllcnc} 
the Lord-General. Wildrake also remarked, that his wiiio wan 
better than it was w'oiit to be, the I’liritans having an excellent 
gift at detecting every fallacy in that matter ; and that hia mea- 
sures were less and his charges larger — circumstances which he 
was induced to attend to, by mine host talking a good deal about 
his conscience. 

He was told by this important personage, that the Lord-Gene- 
ral received frankl} all sorts of persons ; and that he might ob- 
tain access to him next morning, at eight o'clock, for the trouble 
of presenting limiself at the Castle-gate, and announcing himself 
as the hearer of dispatches to his Excellency. 

To the Castle the disguised cavalier repaired at the hour ap- 
pointed. Admittance was freely permitted to him by the red- 
coated soldier, w'ho, with austere louks, and his musket on hw 
ahoulder, mounted guard at the external gate of that noble build- 
ing. Wildrake passed through the underward or court, gazing 
^ he passed upon the bcitutiful Chapel, which had but lately re* 
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coivcd, in darknoss and Biloncp, the unhonoured remains of the 
slaughtered King of England. Rough as Wildrake was, the re- 
collection of this cireiimhtanoe affected him so strongly, that he 
had nearly turned ba(‘k in a sort of liormr, rather than face the 
dark and daring man, to whom, amongst all the actors in that 
melancholy affair. Us tragic conclusion was chiefly to be imputed. 
But he felt thenccesHity of huliduing all sentiments of this nature, 
and compelled himself to proceed in a iiegotiatum intrusted to 
his conduct by one to whom lie was so much obliged os Colonel 
Kverard. At the ascent, winch passed by the Hound Tower, he 
looked to the ensign-staff, from which the banner of England was 
wont to float. It was gone, with all its rich emblazonry, its gor- 
geous quartcrings, and splendid embroidery ; and in its room 
waved that of the Cifnnmoiiwealth, the (‘tosh oi Saint Georgo, in 
its colours of blue and red, not } et intcrseeteil by tlie diagonal 
cross of Scotland, which was soon after assumed, as if in evidence 
of England’s con<iuest over her ancient enemy. This change of 
ensigns increased the tram of his gloomy n^floctioiis, in which, 
although contrary to his wont, he became so deeply wrapped, 
tliat the first thing whudi recalU-d him to hiiiiHelf, was the chal- 
lenge from the sentinel, accompanied with a stroke of the butt oi 
his musket on the pavement, with an emphasis which made Wild- 
rake start. 

“ Whither away, and who are jou 

“The bearer of a packet,” answered Wildrake, “ to the wor- 
shipful till* Tiord-Goiieral.” 

“ Stand till 1 caII the oflicer of the guard.” 

The cor|>oral made his appearance, distinguished above those' 
of his command by a double quantity of band round his neck, a 
double liciglit of steeple-crowned hat, a larger allowance of cloak, 
and a treble proportion of sour gravity of aspect. It might be 
read on his countenance, that he was one of those resolute enthu- 
siasts to whom Oliver owed his conquests, whose religious zeal 
made them even more than a niatcdi for the high-spirited and 
high-born cavaliers, that exhausted their valour in vain defence 
of thoir sovereign’s person and crown. He looked with grave 
solemnity at Wildrake, as if he was making in his own mind an 
inventory of his features and dross ; and having fully perused 
them, he required “ to know his business.” 

" My business,” said Wildrake, as flrmly as he could — for the 
close invcatigation of this man had given him some unpleasant 
oterrouB sensations — my business is with your General.” 

** Witli his Excellency the Lonl-General, thou wouldst say ?** 
replied the corporal. Thy speech, my friend, savours too little 
of the reverence due to his Excellency.” 

cc X> — his Excellency !” w'-as at the lips of the cavalier ; but 
prudence kept guard, and permitted not the offensive wox^ to 
oscape the barrier. Ho only bowed, and was silent. 

Fellow me,” said the starched figure whom he addressed ; 
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and Wildrake fallowed him accordingly, into the guaivl-houhc, 
which cxhibitc'd an interior cliaractonstic of the tlnicH, and Vi^ry 
different from wfatit such military atutionti prcHciit at the preaent 
day. 

Hy tlic fill' sat tvio or three musketeers, listeniiifr to om‘ who 
wan expounding some religious invRtrry to them, lie Ix'gan half 
heneatli his bi’eath, but iii tonw of groat volubility, winch tones, 
us he approached the oonchision, becaino sharp and eager, as 
cliallenging citlicr instant answer or- silc-nt aefpiiesccnce. The 
audience .sc'cmi'd to listen to tlie hpcaker with iniinovahh* fcatun^s, 
only answiTing him with cloudt« ol tobacco'Muokt , which they 
rolled from under their thick mmitaelies. On a henrli lay a sol- 
dier on his face* ; whether asleep, or in a fit of coiite>injilatioii, it 
w'uH imjKisMlile to decide. In the iiinist of the floor sbMid an 
ofhci r, as he seemed hy his embr«>idered s]n>iilder-bt*lt and scarf 
round his w*aiflt, otherwise very plainly attired, who was engaged 
in drilling a stout bumpkin, lately enlisted, to the manual, an it 
was tlien ubed. The inotioiifl and w'ords of eummand weiH* twenty 
at the very least ; and until they wero n^gularly brought to an 
end, the corporal did not permit Wildrake either to bit down or 
move furwarrl beyond the threshold of the guard-house. So he 
had to listen in succcsbion — Poise your musket — llf*sf your 
musket — Cock your musk et—- Handle your primers— and many 
other forgotten words of diflcipliiu*, until at h>iigth the wordt, 
“ Drder your musket,” ended the drill for the time. 

** Thy name, friend ? said the officer to the recruit, when the 
lesstm was over, 

^ Ephraim,” answered the fellow, with an affected twang 
through the nose. 

“ And what hesides Ephraim !” 

“ Ephraim Cobb, from the godly city of Gk^ccster, when* I 
have dwelt tor fao\eu years, serving apprentice to a praiseworthy 
cordwaincr.” 

it is a goodly craft,” answered the officer; « but casting in 
thy lot with ours, doubt not that tliou slialt be set beyond thine 
awl, and thy last to boot.” 

A grim smile of tlie speaker accom^ianied this poor attempt at 
a pun ; audthen turning round to the corporal, who stood two 
}Mu:es off, w'ltli the face of one who seemed desirous of speaking, 
said, “ How now, corporal, wliat tidings ’ ” 

** Here is one with a packet, an plcaso your Excellency,” baid 
the corporal — Surely my spirit dotli not rejoicu in liim, seeiug 
I esteem him as a wolf in cJieep's clothing.” 

By these words, Wildrake learned tliat he was in the actual 
pracnco of tho remarkable piTson to whom lie was commib- 
sioned ; and he paused to consider in what tnanner he ought to 
address him. 

The figure of Oliver Cromwell was, as is generally known, in 
no way prepoBseasing. He was of middle stature, strong and 
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coarsely made, with harsh and aevcre features, indicative, how- 
ever, of much natural Mi^aoity and dejilh of thought. Ilw eyes 
were grey and increing ; his noM^ too large in proportion to his 
other feature's, and ul a re(ldi*^h hue. 

Ills manlier <ff speaking, when he had the purpose to make 
himself distinctly uiidiTstuod, was energetic and forcible, though 
neither grace! ul nor elo4[iio]it. No man could on such occasion 
put hm meaning into fewer and more decisive words, lint when, 
as it often hajiptsu'd, he had a mind to play tho orator, fur the 
benefit of peopl(''s ears, without enlightening their understanding, 
Cromwell was wont to invest his meaning, or that which seemed 
to be his meaning, in nucIi a mist of w'nrds, surrounding it with 
so many exclusiuns an<l t'XceptitmH, and fortifying it with such a 
labyrinth of parenthest's, that though oni' oi the most shrewd men 
in England, lie was, pevliapi,the most unintelligiblo speaker that 
ever perplexed an audn'iiee. It has been long since said by the 
historian, that a collection of the I*n)tector’s speeclieh w'ould make, 
with a few excoptiuiis, the most iioiiscuhK'al book in thu world ; but 
he ought to have uddi'd. that iicithiiig could he more nervous, con- 
cise, and intelligible, tliaii what he really intended should be un- 
derstood. 

It was also remarked of Cromwell, that though born of a good 
family, both by father and mother, and although he had the usual 
opportunities of education and breeding connected with such an 
advantage, the fanatic democratic ruler could never acquire, or 
else disdained to practise, tho courtesies usually exercised among 
tlie higher clasboa in their intercourse virith each other. Ills de- 
meanour was so blunt as sonietiiucB might be tenned clownish, 
yet tlicre was in his language and manner a force and energy 
coxTesjKindiiig to his character, which iinpi'cssed awe, if it did not 
impose respect ; and tlieie were even times when that dark and 
subtle spirit expanded itself, so as almost to conciliate affection. 
The turn for huniviur, w-liieh displaced itself by fits, was broad, 
and of a low, and sometimeb practical charnctur. Sounctliiug there 
was in his disposition congeuial to that of his countrymen ; a con- 
tempt of folly, a hatred of affectation, and a dislike of ceremony, 
w bicb, jumei to the strong intrinsic (qualities of boiiBc and courage, 
inado him in many respects not an unfit representative of the 
democracy of England. 

His rehgion must always be a subject of much doubt, and pro- 
bably of doubt which ho hiiubclf could hardly have cleared up. 
Unquestionably there was a time m his life when he was sm- 
i*orely enthusiastic, and w^hen lus natural temper, slightly subject 
to hypochondria, was strongly agitated by the same fanaticism 
whiw influeuced so many persons of the time. On the other 
band, there were periods during lus political career, when we 
oeitainly do him no injustice in charging him with a hj'pocritical 
affectatioxi. We shall probably judge him, and others of the same 
age, most truly, if we suppose that their reli^ous profeasioQS 
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were partly influential in their own breast, partly assumed in 
i'ompliance with their own interest. And so ingenious is the 
human heart in deceiving itself as well as others, that it is pro- 
bable neither Cromwell himself, nor those makuig similar pre- 
tensions to distinguished piety, could exactly have fixed the point 
at which their enthusiasm terininat<*d and their h>poerLsy eom- 
mcnccd ; or rather, it w'as a point not fixed in itself, but fluctu- 
ating w ith the state of health, of good or bad fortune, of high or 
low spirits, affecting the m<U\iduai al the period. 

Such was tlie celebrated person, who, turning round on Wild- 
rake, and scanning hia countenance elobtdy, seemed so little uatis- 
fied with what he beheld, that he in'itmctively hitched forward 
his belt, so as to bring the handle of his tuek-sword witliin his 
reach. Dut yet, folding his arms in his cloak, as if upon second 
thoughts laying aside suspicion, or thinking prccautiun beneath 
him, ho a»iked the cavalier what ho was, and whence he came ? 

“ A poor gentleman, sir, — that is, mj lord,” — answered Wild- 
rake ; “ last from Woodstock.” 

And what may j'our tidings be, sir gentleman ^ ” said Crom- 
well, with an emphasis. Truly 1 have st'cii those most willing 
to take upon them that title, hear themselves sompwliat slmit of 
wise men, and good men, and true men, with al) tlrJr gentility ; 
yet gentleman w'as a go«)d title in old Kngluiid, when men re- 
membered what it was construed to mean.” 

“ You say truly, sir,” replied Wddrake, suppressing, with dif- 
ficulty, some of his usual wild expletives; "formerly gentlemen 
were found in gentlemen *s places, but now tlic world is m changed 
that you shall find the broidered belt has chaiigiid place with the 
under spur-leather.” 

" Say’st thou me \ ” said the General ; 1 profess thou art a 

bold companion, that can bandy words so wantonly ; — thou ring'st 
somewhat too loud to be good metaJ, methinks : Xiid, once again, 
what are thy tidings w itli mo I ” 

** This packet,” said Wildrake, " commended to your liands by 
Colonel Markham Everard.” 

“ Alas, I must have mistaken thee,” answered Cromw'ell, mol- 
lified at the mention of a man’s name whom he had great desire 
to make his own ; " fuigivo us, good friend, for such, we doubt 
not, thou art. Sit thee down, and commune with thyself as thou 
may’f t, until we have examined the contents of thy packet. Let 
him be looked to, and have what he lacks.” So saying tlie Ge- 
neral left the guard-house, where Wildrake took his seat m the 
comer, and awaited with patience the issue of his mission. 

The soldiers now thought themselves obliged to treat him with 
more consideration, and offered him a pipe of Trinidado, and a 
black jack filled with October. But the look of Cromwell, and 
the dangerous mtuation in which he might be placcnl by the least 
chance of detection, induced Wildrake to decline tiiese hospitable 
offers, and Btretching back in his chair, and affecting riluinber, he 
'VOL. ui. H 
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escaped notice or conveiKu*iti«>n, until a sort of aidc-de-camp, or 
military officer in attendance^ came to buiniiion Imii to Cruinwell's 
preflcncc. 

13y this person lie waa jpiided to a postern-gate, through which 
ho entered tlie hod,\ of the (’astle,and jienetratiiig through many 
private passages and staircases, li<* at length was introduced into 
a small calunet, or parlour, in which was niiieli rich furniture, 
some bearing the ro\al cijdier displaced, but all confubed and 
disarranged, together with Mveral puintnigs in massive irames, 
having their laces turned towards the wall, as if thc^ liad been 
taken down fur tin* purpose of being reinoM'il. 

In tins scene el di-iorder, the \ictorioiis (.ii^neral of the Com- 
monwealth was seated in a large easy-cliair, emered with dam- 
ask, and deeply emhroidered, the splendour of which made a 
strung contrast w'lth the plain, and even homely chavaeler ol his 
apparel ; although in look and action he seemed like one who felt 
that the seat wlneli might lia^e in former clays held a prince, was 
not too much dislinguished for his own fortunes and ambition. 
Wildrake stood befois* hiiii, nor did he ask him t«> sit down. 

“ I’ear&oii,” said Cromwell, addressing hiinscdf to the officer in 
attendance, wait in the gallery, hut be within call.'* i*earsoii 
liowed, and was retiring. “ Who are in the gallerv besides ? ** 

“Worthy ^Ir. Gordon, the chaplain, was holding forth but 
now to Colonel Ovcrtuii, and four cu]>tamB of your Excellency's 
regiment.’* 

“ We would have it so,” said Uie General; “we would not 
there were an^ corner in our dw'cUtng where the hungry soul 
iTiiglit not meet with manna. 'Was the good man carried onward 
ill his discoiirae ^ ” 

“ Mightily home through,” said Pearson ; “ and he was touch- 
ing the rightful claims which the army, and especially your Ex- 
cellency, hath ac'^uired, by becoming the inbtrumeiits in tlic great 
work ; — not instruments to be broken asunder and cast away 
when the day of llieir service is over, but to be prcbcrvcd, and 
held precious, and })rized for their honourable and faithful labours, 
for which the^^ have fought and marched, and fasted, and prayed, 
and buffored cold and borrenv ; wffiile others, who would now glad- 
ly ace them disbanded, and broken, and cashiered, eat of the fat, 
and drink of tlie strong.” 

Ah, good man *” said Cromwell, “ and did he touch upon 
this so feelingly ^ 1 could aay something — but not now. Be- 
gone, Pearson, to the gallery. Let not our friends lay aside 
their swords, but wratcb as w*ell as pray.” 

Pearson retired ; and the General, holding the letter of Eve- 
rard in bis baud, looked again for a long while fixedly at Wild- 
rake, as if conKideriiig in what strain he Uiould address him. 

When he did speak, it was, at first, in ono of those ambiguous 
diBCQurses whidi we have already desoribed, and by which it 
was very difficult for any one to understand Ins meaning, if, in- 
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deed, he knew it himself. Wo shall bo as concise in our state- 
moiit, as our desire to give the \ery words of a man so extra- 
ordinary will |ienuit. 

This letter,” he said, " you havo brouglit ns from jour mas- 
ter, or patron, Markham Kverard ; truly an excellont and hu- 
liourablc gentleman as e\cr hitre a sword upon his tlugh, and 
one who hath e\er distinguish«‘d himself in the great work of 
delivering these throe poor and unhappv natioiih. Answer me 
not: 1 kiu»w what thou wr>uldst wiy — And this letter he hath 
sent to me hy thee, hi« clerk, or secretary, in whom hr hath 
confidence, and in whom he ina}s me to have trust, that there 
maybe a careful niossenger hetwoen us. And lasth,Iio hath 
sent tliee to me — Do not answer — I know what thou wouMst 
say,- -to me, who, albeit, 1 am ot that small consideration, that 
it would he too much honour for me even to hear a halberd in 
this great and victorious aiiny of Knglaiid, am nevertheless ex- 
alted to tin* rank of holding tlie guidance aii<l tin* heading- staff 
thereof. — Na}, do not answer, my Iru'iid — I know wliat thou 
wouldst 8a>. Now, when communing thus together, our dis- 
course iaketh, in respect to wliat I have said, a threefidd argii- 
iiicnt, or division: First, as it coiicernetb thy niasloi ; Hecondly, 
as it concerueth us and our oftice; thirdly and lii<^tly, os it 
toucheth thyself. — Now, as concerning this go<»d and worthy 
gentleman, Colonel Markham Everard, truly ho hath placed the 
mail from the beginning ol these unhappv built- tings, not turning 
to the right or to the h^ft, hut holding e\er in hi» e\e the mark 
at which ho aimed. Ay, truly, a faithful, honoiirabk* gr'Titleraaii, 
and one who may well cull me friend ; and tnih 1 am pleased to 
think that ho doth so. Nevertheless, in this \ulr of (ears, we 
must he goierncd less h\ our private roRpects and parualities, 
than by thosie higher priiicijdi's and points of duty, whereuptm 
the good Colonel Markham Everard hath ever framed his pur- 
poses, as, truly, 1 liavo endeavoured to form mine, that we may 
all act as becometh good Englishmen and worth}' iiatriols. Then, 
as for Woodstock, tt ih a great thing which the good Colonel 
asks, that it should be taken from tlie spoil of tlie godl^ and 
left in keeping oi the men of Moab, and especially of the malig- 
nant, Henry Lee, whose liand hath been ever against us when 
he might fiud room to raise it ; 1 ba\ , ho hath asked a great 
thing, both in respect of hiuLself and me. For we of this poor 
but godly army of England, arc holden, by tliose of the Farlia- 
mcnl^ as men who should render in spoil for them, but be nt> 
sharer of it ourselves; even as the buck, which the hounds pull 
to earth, fumisheth no part of their own food, hut they arc 
lashed off from the carcass w'ith w'hips, like those which require 
mnisluncnt for their forwardness, nut reward for their ser vices. 
Vet I speak not this so much in respect of this grant of Wood- 
stock, in regard that, perhaps, their Lordships of tlie Council, 
and also the Committeomen of this Parliament, may graciously 
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think they have given me a portion in the matter, in relation 
that my kinsman De-thorougli hath an iiitorcat alluded him 
therein ; whicli interest, as he hath well deserved it fur his true 
and faithful service to thes«' uiihajipy and devoted countries, so 
it would ill hcoonie me to dimmish the same to his prejudice, 
unless it were upon great and public rospeets. Thus thou socst 
how it stands with me, my honebt friend, and in W'iiat mind I 
stand touching thy master’s reijiiest to inc ; which yet I do not 
say that 1 can altogether, or unconditionally, grunt or refuse, but 
only tell my simple thoughts with ri'gaid thereto. Thou under- 
standest me, I doubt not^'* 

Now, llogtT Wildrake, w'ith all the attention he had been able 
to pay to llic Lord-(TCiierars s|»eocli, bad got so much confused 
among the various claiihes oi the harangue, that his hrain was 
bewildered, like that of a country clown w lien he chances to get 
liimself iiivuhed ainmig a crowd of carnages, and cannot stir a 
step to got out of the way of one of them, without being in dan- 
ger of being ridden over by the tithcis. 

The General saw his look ot perjdexity, and began a new ora- 
tion, to the same jmrpnse as before; sjuike of his love for his 
kind tneiid the (’olonel — Ins regard for his pious and godly kiiih- 
niaii, Master Desboroiigh — the great iniportanco of the Palace 
and Park oi Woodstock — the detennmatioii of the Parliament 
that it hliould be confiscated, and tlie produce brought into tbo 
coffers of the stati*— lus own deep veneration for the authority of 
I’arliameiit, and his no less deep sense of the injustice done to 
the army — how it was his wish and will that all matters should 
be settled in an amicable and friendly manner, without self- 
seeking, debate, or strife, betwixt those wdio had been the hands 
acting, and such as had been the heads governing, in that great 
national cause — how he was willing, truly willing, to contribute 
to this w'ork, b} la} ing down, not his commission only, hut his 
life also, If it were reipiebtesl of him, or could be granted W'ith 
safety to the poor soldiers, to wdiom, silly poor men, he was bound 
to be as a fatlier, s(»eing that they had followed him w'lth the duty 
and affection of children. 

And here ho amvt d at another dead pause, leaving Wildrako 
as uncerfaiu as before, wdiether it was or was not his purpose to 
grant Colonel Everord the powers he had asked for me protec- 
tion of Woodstock against the Parhamentary GommissionerB. 
Internally he began to entertain liojHiH that the justice of Hea- 
ven, or the effects of remomo, had confounded the regicido’s un- 
derstanding. Hut 110 — ho could see nothing but sagacity in that 
steady stern eye, whicli, while the tonguo poured forth its peri- 
phrastic language in such profusion, seemed to watch with severe 
aocuraoy the effect which his oratory produced on the listener. 

^gad,” tliought the cavalier to himself, becoming a little 
jamiliiwr with the situation in which he was placed, and rather 
impatient of a cemvereation which led to no visible condusion or 
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termination, "If Noll wero the devil himself^ aa he is tin* dovirs 
darling, 1 will not be tliiw nose- led by him. I’ll e’en bnisiiue it 
a littk , if he goes on at this ratt*, and try if I can bring him to a 
moTt* intelligible mode of vjieuking.” 

Knt<*rtainiiig this bold purpose, but half afraid to execute it, 
Wildrakt* lay by for an opj»ortiinit\ of making the attempt, \\hile 
Cromwell wa'% a]»parently uiiabk* to «*\jiresK Ins own meaning 
He w'As already begmiung a third pain'g\nc upon Colonel Eve- 
rard, with sundry laried expn's-^ions of hw own wish to oblige 
him^ A^hcn Wildrakc took the op]iortiiiuty to stiike in, on llie 
General’s making one of his oratori<*al pauses. 

" So please \ou,” lie said bliiiitly, “ lour worship has already 
spoken on two topics of your discourse, } our oivn worthiness, and 
that of my master^ Colonc*! Everard. Eiit, to enable me to dti 
mine errand, it would be necessary to bestow a few words on the 
third head.” 

“ The tliird*” said Cromwell. 

" \\” said Wildrake, " wliieh, in \nnr honour’s subrlnisiou 
of } our discourse, touched on niy unw'orthy self. What um 1 to 
do— what portion am I to lia\e in this matter^” 

Oliver started at oiiee from the tone of \oiec he had hitherto 
used, and which somewhat rcsembleil the puriingVif a douiestic 
cat, into the growl of the tiger when about to spring. " 77it/ 
portion, jaibbird ! ” he exclaimed, “ the gallows— thou shalt hang 
os high as Haman, if Uiou bc*tray counsel ! — But,” he added, 
BofU*nmg his voice, " keep it like a true man, and my favour will 
be tlic making of tht*c. rome hither — thou art bold, 1 si'e, 
though somewhat saucy. Thou hast been a nialiguant — so writes 
my worthy friend (’ohmel Everard ; but thou hast now given up 
tliat falling cause. I tell tli(*e, friend, not all thai the Parliament 
or the army could do would have ]iulled down the Stewarts out 
of their high places, sa>ing tliat Heaven had a controversy with 
them. Well, it is a hwx*et and comely thing to buckle on one's 
armour in behalf of Heaven’s cause ; otherwise truly, for mine 
own part, these men miglit have remained upon tlie throne even 
unto tills day. Neither do I blame any for aiding them, until 
these Bucccssivo great judgments have overwhelmed them anti 
their house. 1 am not a bloody man, having in me the feeling 
of human frailtj* ; but, friend, whosoever piittetli his hand to Uie 
plough, in the great actings wiucb are now on foot in these na- 
tions, had best beware that he do not look back ; for, rely upon 
my simple word, that if you fail me, I will not spare on you one 
foot’s length of the gallows of Haman. Let me therefore know, 
at a wor{ if the leaven of tliy malignancy is altogether drubbed 
out of thee!” 

^ " Your honourable lordship,” said the cavalier, shrugging up 
his shoulders, " has done that for most of us, so far as cudgelliug 
to some tune can perform it.” 
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which Hcomed to intimate that he was not quite inaccowiblc to 
flattery ; “ yea, truly, thou doKt mit he in that — we have been an 
in<»trumcnt. Neither arc wo, a«i I have already hinted, ho hc- 
vercly bent ai^ainst tliose wlio have striven against uh as malig- 
nant9, an others may be. The parliament-men best know their 
own interest and their own pleasure ; but, to my poor thinking, it 
is full time to clos(> t]i(>sr jara, and to allow men of all kinds the 
inoann of doing Ber\ice to their country ; and we think it will bo 
thy fault if thou art not em]doyed to good purpose for the state 
and th>sclf, on condition thou putfest awray tlic old man entirely 
from tiiec, and givest tliy earnest attention to wliat 1 have to tell 
thee.’' 

* Your Lordship need not doubt my attention," said the cava- 
lier. 

And the republican General, after another pause, as one who 
gave his coniidence not without hcHitalinn, proceeded to exjilaiii 
his viows with a distinctness wdiich he seldumused, yet not with- 
out his being a little biassed now and then, by his long habits of 
circumlocution, which indeed he never laid entirely aside, save in 
the field of battle. 

“ Thou seest,” he said, “ my friend, how things stand with me. 
The rarliament, 1 care not who knows it, love me not — Btill less 
do the Council of Stare, by whom they manage the executive go- 
vernment of tho kingdom. I cannot tell wliy they nourish sus- 
picion against me, unless it is bt^eaiiHe 1 will not deliver thin poor 
innocent army, which has followed me in no many military ac- 
tions, to bo now fmlled asunder, brokim piecemeal and reduced, so 
that they who have protected the state at the expense of their 
blood, will not have, }»erchanee, the means of feeding themselves 
by their labour ; which, methinks, were hard measure, since it 
in taking from Esau his birthright, even without giving him 
a poor mess of p('ttage.” 

Esau is likely to lielp himself, I think,” replied Wildrake. 

“ Truly, thou sai *st wisely,” replied the General ; “ it is ill 
starving an armed man, if there is food to be had for taking — 
nevertheless, far be it from me to encourage rebellion, or w'ant of 
due subordination to these our rulers. I would only petition in 
a due and becoming, a sweet and harmonious manner, that they 
would listen to our conditions, and consider our necessities. But, 
sir, looking on me, and estimating me so little as they do, you 
must think that it would be a provocation in me towards the 
Goundl of State, as w'^ell an the Parliament, if, simply to gratify 
your worthy master, 1 were to act contrary' to their purposes, nr 
deny currency to the commission under their authority, which is 
as yet the liighest in tlie State — and long may it be so for me ! — 
to carry on the sequestration whieh they intend. And would it 
not also be said, that 1 was lending myself to the malignant in- 
terest, affording this den of die blood-thirsty and lascivious tv- 
nats of yore, to be in this our day a place ii refuge to that old 
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and invotorato Amalckite, Sir Henry Loe, to keep posse^mon of 
the plafc 111 w Inch he liatli su loiii; ^luriiied himself f Truly it 
would be u pei iluua matter.’* 

Am i then to re]>ort,’' said Wildrake, ^*an it plcaBcyou, that 
you cannot stead Colonel Kverard in this matter 

“> Uiiconditionallv, a) — but, taken eoiiditionally, the aiihi^or 
may be otherwise,'* — answered Cromwell. ‘‘ 1 sec thou art not 
able to fathom my purpose, and tlicrefme I will partly unfold it 
to thee — Hut take notice, tliat, should rii,> tongue betray my coun- 
sel, sa\e 111 so far as carrying it to thy master, b} all the blood 
which lias been shed in these wild tiuies, tiiou slialt die a thou- 
sand deaths in one !” 

Do not fear me, air,'* naul Wildrake, whoso natural boldno&s 
and carcle&'siiess of character was for the present time borne down 
and quelled, hkt' that oi falctin's in die pri'.st nee of tbc eagle. 

** Hear me, then,'* said (Cromwell, and let no syllable cscaiie 
thee. Knowest thou not tin* young Jjoe, whom they call Albert, a 
malignant like Ins lather, and one who wint up with tht^ young 
Man to that last ruffle which we had with him at VV'orLeblcr — 
May we bo grat<‘ful for the Mctory 1'* 

“ I know tliore is such a y oung gentleman as Albert Lee,” said 
Wildrake. 

^ And know'est thou not — I sjieak not by w'ay of prying into 
the good Coloners secrets, but only as it behovcB me to know 
somotlimg of the matter, that 1 may best judge how 1 am to 
sc'rv<‘ him — Know est thou not that thy inastor, Markham e- 
rard, is a suitor alter the sister ul this same uialignaiit, a daughter 
of tlie old Keeper, culled Sir Henry Lee i” 

All this I have heard,” said Wildrake, nor can 1 deny tliat 
1 believe in it,” 

« Well then, go to. — W'hon the young man Charles Stewart 
lied from tho held of Worcester, and was by sliarp chaso and 
pursuit compelled to separate hinibelf from his followers, 1 know 
by sure intelligence tliat this Albert Lee was one of tho last who 
remaiued with him, if not indeed the very la.st.” 

** It was devilish like him,” said tlie cavalier, without auffi*' 
ciently weighing his expressions, coiiHidering m what presence 
they were to be uttered — And I'll uphold fflm with my rapier, 
to be a true chip of the old block !” 

" Ha, swrearest thouT* said the General. " la Uus thy refor- 
mation 1” 

“ I never swear, so please you,” replied Wildrake, recolleoting 
himself, ** except there is some mention of maliguants and cava- 
liers in my hearing ; and then the old liabit returns, and I swear 
like one of Goring’s troopers.** 

** Out upon thee,” said the General ; " what can it avail thee to 
prMtxse a profanity so horrible to the ears of others, and winch 
bxinn no emolument to him who uses it I ** 

There are, doubtless, more profitable sins in the world than 
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the barren and unprofitable vice of swearing,’* was the answer 
which rose to the lips of the cavalier ; but that -a as exchanged 
for a profcRHion of n'gret for having given offence. The truth 
was, the discourse began to take a turn which rendered it more 
iuh^rcbting than ever to Wildrake, who therefore deterniiiied not 
to lose the opportunity for obtaining ponseasion of the secrc^t that 
seemed to be suspended on Cromweirs lips ; and tliat could only 
bo through means of keeping guard upon his own. 

«What sort of a house is Woodstock?” said the General, 
abruptly. 

" An old mansion,” said Wildrake, m reply ; " and, so far as 
1 could judge by a single night's lodgings, having abundance of 
backstairs, also subterranean passages, and all the communica- 
tions under ground, which are common in old raven-nests of the 
sort.” 

And places for concealing priests, uncpiestionaVdy,” said 
Crnmwoll. ** It is seldom that such anen^nt houses lack secret 
stalls wherein to mew up these calves of Bethel.” 

“Your Honour’s Excellency,” said Wildrake, "may swear 
to tliat.” 

" 1 swear not at all,” repbod the General drily. — But what 
think ’st thou, good follow ^ — 1 will ask thee a blunt question — 
Where will those two Worcester fugitives that thou wotcest of 
be more likely to take shelter — and tliat they must he sheltered 
Bomewhere I well know — than in this same old palace, with all 
the corners and conccalnieiits w'hereof young Albert hath been 
acquainted ever since his earliest infani'y > ” 

" Truly,” said W^ildrakc, making an effort to answer the ques- 
tion with seeming mdiffereiice, while the possibility of such an 
event, and its consequences, hashed fearfully upon his mind, — 
" Truly, I should be of your honour’s opinion, but that 1 thmk 
the company, who, by the commission of Parliament, liave occu- 
pied Woodstock, are likely to fright them thence, as a cat scares 
doves from a pigeon-house. Tlio neighbourhood, with reverence, 
of Gh?nerals Desborough and Hamsun, will suit ill with fugitives 
from Worcester field.” 

" I thought as much, and so, indeed, would I have it,” an- 
swered the General. " Long may it he ere our names shall he 
aught but a terror to our enemies. But in tliis matter, if thou 
art an active plotter for t)i> master’s interest, thou might’st, 1 
should think, work out something favourable to his present ob- 
ject.” 

" My brain is too poor to reach the depth of your hononrablo 
puspose,” said Wildrake. 

" Listen, then, and let it be to profit,’* answered CromweU. 
" Assuredly the conquest at Worcester was a groat and crowning 
mercy ; yet might we seem to he but small in our thankfulness 
fiir tlie same, did wo not do what in ns lies tou'ards the ultimate 
improvement and final conclusion of the great work which has 
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been thus prosperous in our hands, professing, in pure huinilitj 
and singicni^s of heart, that do not, in any wa}, deserve our 
iiistniineiitality to tie remembered, nay, would ratlier pray and 
entreat, that our name and iortuncs ivere forgotten, than tliat the 
great work were in itself incoiniiletc. Nevertheless, truly, [ilaccd 
as we now are, it eoiicerns us more nearly than others, — that w, 
if 80 poor ereaturob should at all speak ol themselves as coiieemed, 
whether more or le&s,w itli these changes which have been wrought 
around, — ^not, I say, by ourselves, or our own power, but by tin' 
destiny to which we were called, fulfilling the same with all meek- 
ness and luiiniiity, — 1 say it coiicerna us nearly that all things 
should be done iii confoiinity with the gi'cat work which liath 
been wrought, and is \et wrorkmg, in tln‘se lands. Such is my 
plain and simple ineaning. Neverthelt'ss, it is much to be desired 
that this \ouiig man, tins King of Scots, us he called linnself— 
this Charles Stewart — should not CK'npe forth from the nation, 
where his arm al Iiom wrought bo much dibtur bailee and blood- 
blied.” 

“ 1 have no doubt,” said the cavalier, looking down, " that 
}our lordship's wisdom hath dirccti‘d all things as tin*) may best 
lead towards siicli a consummation ; and I pray your pains may 
be fjaid as they deserve.” 

“ 1 thank tiieo, frieinl,” said Cromw'ell, with much humility; 

doubtli'bs we shall moot our reward, being in the handa of a 
good paymaster, who never passetli Saturda} night. But under- 
htaiid me, friend — 1 desire no more* than niy own share m the 
good work. 1 wouhl heartily do what poor kindnesb 1 can to 
your worthy master, and even to you in your degree— for such 
as 1 do not converse wdtli ordinary' men, that our presence may 
be forgotten like an ocry-dayV occum*nce. We speak to men 
like tliee for thoir reward or their ])unibhnient ; and 1 trust it 
will be tlio funner which thou in thine office wilt merit at my 
hand.” 

Your honour,” said Wildrake, ** speaks like one accustomed 
to command.” 

** Trae ; men's minds arc likened to those of my degree by 
fear and reverence,” said the General ; — “ but enough of that, 
desiring, as 1 do, no other dependency on my special person than 
is alike to us all upon that which is above us. Hut I would de- 
sire to cast this golden ball into your master’s lap. He hath 
served against tiiis CharlcH Stewart and his fhther. But lie is a 
kinsman near to the old knight, Lee, and stands well affected 
towards liis daughter. Thou also wilt keep a watch, my friend — 
tliat mfiRing liKik of thine will procure thee the confidonce of every 
malignant, and the jirey cannot approach thin Cfivor, as though 
to shelter, like a coney in the rocks, but thou wilt be sensible of 
his presence.” 

" 1 make a shift to comprehend your Excellency,” said tlie 
cavalier ; and 1 thank you heartily for the good opinion you 
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have put upon me, ami ^\hich, 1 pray I may have some hand- 
some oppurtuiiity of doborviiif;, that I may show my gratitude by 
the event. Hut btill, \iith reverence, >(>ur Excelleiicy’s hcheme 
heems unlikely, ^hile Woodstock remains in posseaaion of the 
nerjucstratorH. Botli the old knight and hia aon^ and far more 
Huch a fugitive aa your honour hinted at, will take bpecial care 
not to approach it till they ai'o removed.** 

It Id for that I haNe been dealing with thee thus long,’* said 
the General. — I told thee that i w'aa suiiiethiiig unwilling, upon 
plight occasion, to dispossess the sequestrators by my own proper 
warrant, although haMiig, perhajis, suihcient aiitliority in the 
state both to do so, and to dospise the murmuiw of those who 
blame mo. In brief, £ would be loth to tamper with my privi- 
leges, and make experimisits between their strength, and the 
powers of the comtnission graiit«‘d hy othi^rs, without pressing 
need, or at least great pros]>cs;t of advantage. So, li thy Colonel 
will undertake, for Ins love of the Kepublic, to find the means of 
preventing itb worst and nearest danger, w'liieh must needs occur 
from the escape of tins joung Man, and will do his endeavour to 
stay him, m case his flight should lead liim to W'oodstock, which 
I hold very likely , 1 will give thee an order to these sequestra- 
tors, to evaciiatf* the palace instantly ; and to the next troop of my 
regiment, which lies at Oxford, U> turn thorn out by the slionlders, 
if they make any scruples — Ay, even, for example’s sake, if tliey 
drag Desborough out foremost, tliough he be wedded to my 
sister.” 

So please you, sir,” said Wildrake, and with your most 
powerful w'arrant, I trust 1 might expel the commissioners, even 
without the aid uf your mo<it warlike and devout troopers.” 

** That is what 1 am least anxious about,” replied the Gene- 
ral ; 1 should like to see the best of them sit after 1 had nod- 

ded to them to begone — always excepting the worshipful House, 
in whose 'name our commissions mu ; but who, as some think, 
will be done with politics ere it be time to renew them. There- 
fore, what chiefly concerns me to know', is, wdicther thy master 
will embrace a traffic which hath such a fair promise of profit 
with It. £ am well couv inced that, with a scout like thee, who 
hast been in the cavalier s quarters, and const, I should guess, 
resume thy drinking, ruffianly, hcalth-quafiing manners when- 
ever thou hast a mind, he must discover where this Stew art hath 
ensocaiced him*«elf. Either tlie young Lee will visit the old one 
io person, or ho will writo to him, or bold communication with 
him by letter. At all events, Markham Everard and thou must 
have an eye in every hair ii your liead.” While he spoke, a 
flush passed over his brow', he rose from hia chair, and paced the 
apartment in agitation. ^ Woe to yon, if you buffer the young 
adventurer to escape me 1 — you had better be in tlie deepest dun- 
geon in Europe, than breathe the air of England, sliould you but 
dreani of playing me false. I have spoken freely to thee, fellow 
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— more froely than is my wfnit — the I'line required it. Hut, to 
nhare my confidence ib like keepiii" a watch over a powdor-ma- 
n^azme, the leai^t and most insignificant sjmk LIow'r thee to aslien. 
Tell ymr ma.c<tcr what 1 said — but not how [ said it — Fie, tliat I 
should have Iweii Is'travd into this di stem perat lire of passion • 
--begone, sirrah IN-arson sliall hnng tliee sealed orders— Yet, 
stay— thou hast something h» ask.*’ 

“ I would know',” sanl Wildrake, to whom tin* visible anxiety 
of the General gave some confiilenee, what is the figure of this 
young gallant, in case 1 should find himl” 

“ A tall, raw honed, swarthy lad, they say ho has shot up into. 
Here is his picture by’ a gootl hand, some time since.” He turned 
round one of the portraits which 8t»»od w'dli its face against the 
wall ; but it pro\cd not to be tliat of Charlee the Second, hut of 
his mihappy father. 

The first motion of rromwell indicated a purpose of hastily 
rejilaciiig the picture, and it seoimMl as if an effort was nwessary 
to repress his disinclination t<o look upon it. lint ho did repress 
It, and, placing the picture against the wall, withdrew' slowly and 
sternly, as if, in di'fiance of his own feedings, lie was /leteriiiined 
to gam a plaee from which to st^e it to advantage. It was well 
for Wildrake that his daiigc^rous companion had nof turned an 
eye on him, for kif blood also kindled wli<*n he saw the portrait 
of his master in the hands of the chief author of his death. Be- 
ing a fierce and desperate man, he eommanded Ins ]iassion with 
great difficulty ; and if, on its first violence, he ha<l been provided 
with a suitable weapon, it is possible (Vomwcll would nevcjr hav’o 
ascended higher m his bold ascent towards supreme power. 

But tins natural and sudden flash of indignation, which rushed 
through the vein-i of an ordinary man like Wildrake, was pre- 
sently subdued, when confronted with the strong yet stifled emo- 
tion displayed by so powerful a character as Cromwell. As the 
cavalier looked on his dark and liold countenance, agitated by 
inward and indescribable feelings, he found his own violence of 
K])irit die away and lose itself in fear and wonder. JSo true it is, 
that as greater lights swallow up and oxtinguish the display of 
those which are less, so men of great, capacious, and ovomiling 
minds, bear aside and subdue, m their climax of passion, the 
more feeble wills and passiona of others ; as, when a river joins 
a brook, the fiercer torrent shoulders aside the smaller stream. 

Wildrake stood a silent, inactive, and almost a terrified speo- 
tator, whilo Cromwell, assuming a firm stemness of eye and man- 
ner, as one who compels himself to look on what some strong in- 
teraal feeling renders painful and disgustful to him, proceeded, in 
brief and interrupted expressions, but yet with a firm voice, to 
cofument on the- portrait of the late King. His words seemed 
less address^ to Wildrake, than to be the spontaneous unbur- 
dening of his own bosom, bwellmg under recollection of the past 
and anticipation of the future. 
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“ That Flemiah painter,” he paid — “ tiiat Antonio Vandyck — 
wliat a power he has ! Steel may mutilate, warnors may waste 
and destroy — still tlio Km^ stands munjured by time ; and our 
grandchildren, while they rcail his history, may look on his mi* 
age, and compare the melancholy feature's with the woful tale. — 
It w'asa stem necessity — it was an awful ileed ! The calm pride 
of that eye might liave ruled worlds of eroiicliiiig Frenchmen, or 
Rupph* Italians, or formal Spaniards ; but its glancoH only roused 
the native courage of the stem Englishman. — Lay not on poor 
sinful man, whose breath is in his nostrils, the hlame that he falls, 
when Heaven never gavt' him strength of nerves to stand ! The 
weak rider is thrown by his unruly horse, and tranijded to death 
— ^thc strongest man, the best cavalier, springs to the empty satl- 
dle, and uses bit and spur till the fiery steed knows its niastiT. 
Who blames liiin, who, mounted aloft, rides triumphantly amongst 
the jicople, for having sucecedod, where the unskilful and feeble* 
fell and died t Verily he hath liis reward : Then, wdiat is that 
piece of painted canvass to me more tlian others ' No : let Iniii 
show to others the reproaches of that cold, calm face, tliat proud 
yet complaining eye : Those wlio have acted on higher respects 
havo no cause to start at jiainted shadows. Niit w ealth nor jiowc'r 
brought me from my obscurity. The oppress'd cotiscieiici's, the 
injiiTS'd liberties of England, were the banner tliat 1 followed.” 

He raised his Auice so high, as if pleading m his own defence 
befuri* some tribunal, that Fearson, the officer in attendance, 
looked into the apartment ; and observing liis master, with his 
eyes kindling, his arm extended, his foot advanced, and his voice 
raised, like a general in the m*t of c‘ommanding the advance of 
hiH anny, he instantly withdrew, 

“ It was other than pclfish regards tliat drew me forth to ac* 
lion,” continued Cromwell, and I dare the world — ay, living or 
dead I chalLengo — ^to assert tliat 1 armed for a private cause, or 
as a means of enlarging my fortunes. Neither was there a tniopcr 
in tlie regiment who came there with less of iiersonal evil will to 
yonder unhappy” 

At this moment the door of the apartment opened, and a gen- 
tlewoman entored, who, from her resemblance to the General, 
although her features were soft and feminine, might be imme- 
diately recognised as his daughter. She walked up to Cromwell, 
gently but firmly passed her arm through his, and said to him in 
a persuasive tone, Father, tlus is not well — ^you have promised 
me this should not happen.” 

The General hung down his head, like one who was either 
ashamed of the passion to which he had given way, or of the in- 
fittence which was exercised over him. He yielded, however, to 
the affectionate impulse, and left the apartment, without again 
turning his head towards the portrait which had so much affected 
him, or looking towards Wildrake, who remained fixed in asto- 
ajuAunent. 
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CJIAPTEU IX 

1}qi tor — (lO tu, to— ‘You have known wktit >«u ehoultl not 

Jtfachi’ih 

WiLDRAKi*. tvast loft in tlio vabmot, as wo havo baid, a*4tonibhed 
and alont:. It wan often iioiseil alxmt, that Cromwell, tho deep 
and saj^aciouH statesman, tlio calm and intrepid oommander, ho 
who )iad overcome such difficulties, and ascended lo such heij^lits, 
that h(» soc'riicd already to bestride the laud which he liad con- 
quered, had, like many other men of c;reat geiiius, a constitu- 
tional taint of melancholy, which sometimes displayed itself both 
in words and actions, and had heim fii’st observed iii that auddoii 
and striking chancre, wlicn, abaiidoniut; entirely tin* dissolute 
freaks of his youth, lie embr:i<*ed a very strict course of religious 
observances, wdneb, iijioii Bouie occasions, be 6<‘onied to consider 
as briiii'ini' him into more near and close contact with the spiri- 
tual world. Tliis extraordinary man is said bunietiiues, during 
that pi'riod of his life, to have given wny to spiritual delusioiiH, 
or, as he liiiuhcdf conceived tlioni, prophetic inspirations of ap- 
proaching grand<*iir, niid of strange, deep, and in> stcrious agen- 
cies, in which lie was in future to be engaged, in the same man- 
ner as Ills younger years hail been marked by fits of exuberant 
ainl excchsiMi frolic and debaucheries Somctluiig of this kind 
seenu d to explain the ehullition of passion which ho had now 
manifesced. 

With w'onder at wluit lie had witnobscd, Wildrake fdt Aoinc 
aiixic'ty on his own account. Though not the most ndlectmg of 
mortals, he had sense enough to know, that it is dangerous to ho 
a witness of the intirmities of men high in power; and he was 
left so long by hiinsclf, as induced him to entertam some seerv't 
doubts, whether the General might not be tempted to take means 
of coufiiiing or removing a witness, w'ho had scon him lowered, 
as it sc'cmed, by the suggestions of his own conscience, beneath 
that lofty flight, which, in gfmeral, he affected to sustam above 
the rest of the sublunary world. 

In this, however, he wronged Cromwell, who was free either 
from an extreme ilcgrce of jealous suspicion, or from any thing 
which approached towards blood-thirstiness. Pearson ajijiearcd, 
after a ktpso of about an hour, and, intimating to Wildrake that 
he was to follow', coiiductod him into a distant apartment, in 
which he found tlio General seated on a low couch, liis daugh- 
ter was in the apartment, but remained at some distance, appa- 
rently busied with bome female needle-work, and scarce turned 
her head as Pearson and Wildrake entered. 

At a sign from the Lord-General, Wildrake approached him 
as before. " Comrade,” he said, " your old friends the cavahen 
look on me as their enemy, and conduct themselves towards me 
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aA if they desired to make me sucli. I profess they are labour- 
ing to their own prejudice ; for 1 regard, and have ever regarded 
tliem, as honest and lioiiourahle fools, wlio were silly enough to 
run their necks into noosi's, and their heads against stone-walls, 
that a man called Stt'wart, and no cdlier, should ho king ever 
thoni. Fools ’ are there no words made of letters that would 
sound as w'cll as Charles Stewart, with that magic title heside 
theml Why, tlie word King is like a lighted lamyi. tliat throws 
the same bright gilding upon any coiiibiiiation nl the alydiabet, 
and yet you must shed your blood for a name! Hut thou, for 
thy ]»art, shalt have no wrong from me. Here is an order, 
well warranted, to clear the Lodge at WoodstocU, and abandon 
it to thy master's keejnng, or those whom he shall appoint. lie 
will have his uncle and yjiidty cou.sin with him, doubtless. Fare 
thee well — think on wliat 1 told thee. They say beauty is a 
loadstone to yonder long lad thou dost wot of ; but I reckon 
he has other stars at yuesent to dii-ect Ins course than bright 
eyes and fair hair. He it as it may, thou knowest my puryiose— 
peer out, peer out ; kceyi a constant and eareiul look-out oii every 
ragged patch that wanders by hedge-row or lane — the.se are days 
wlu'H a beggar’s cloak may cover a king's laiisom. There are 
some broad Portugal pieces for thee — soim^tliiiig strange to thy 
pouch, 1 ween. — Once more, think on what tliou hast heard, 
and,” he added, m a lower and more iinyiressive tone of voice, 
“ forget what thou hast seen. Aly service to thy master ; — and, 
yet once again, remfwbi^r — ^and — 'Wildralce made his 

oheisanee, and, rctui'uing to his left Windsor with all pos- 
sibh' syieed. 

It was afternoon in the sanio day W'hen the cavalier rejoined 
his roundhead friend, who was anxiously expecting him at the 
inn in Woodstock ajiyioiuled for their nmdezvous. 

“ Where bast thou been? — what hast thou seen’ — what 
strange uiieertainty is in thy looks ! — and why dost thou not 
answer me 1” 

" Because,” said Wildrake, Living aside his riding cloak and 
rapier, you ask so many tyuestions at once. A man has but one 
tongue to answer with, and mine is wellnigh glued to the roof of 
my mouth.” 

“ Will drink unloosen it !” said the Colonel ; though I dare 
say thou liast tried tlmt syiell at every ale-house on the road. 
Call for what thou wouldst have, man, only be quick.” 

“ Colonel Kverard,” answered ^ ildrakc, “ 1 have not tasted 
so much as a cup of cold waiter tins day.” 

Tlion thou art out of humour for tliat reason,” said the 
Colonel ; “ salve thy sore with brandy , if thou wilt, but leave 
being so fantastic and unlike to tliyscdf, as thou showest in this 
silent mood.” 

• Colonel Everard,” replied tlie cavalier, very gravely, I am 
an altered man.” 
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1 think thou dost ah or/’ S'aid Everard, “ every day in the 
year, and overv hour of the da\. Coine, good mm, tell me, hast 
thou seen the (ieneial, and gtit hib 'll arrant for clearing out the 
Moquofttrators from AVoodstock 

“ 1 ha\e seen the deiil/* said Wildroke, * and have, as thou 
eay'bt, got a m arrant from liini.’* 

^ (iiive it me hastil,^,’' baid Everard, oatehing at the packet. 

“ Forgive me, Mark,” said Wil drake ; ‘‘ if thou knexiebt the 
purpose i^ith which this deed is granted — if thou knewest. — \ihat 
It is not my purpo'^e to ti*ll tlu'o — what manner of hopes are 
founded on tli> uecejitmg it, ] liave that opiiiitm of thee, Mark 
Everard, that tiiou vnuldst as soon take a red-hot hurseshot' 
from the aniil with thy bare liaiid, as receive into it tins ahp of 
paper *’ 

“■ i."omc, come,” said Evemrd, this comes of some of your ex- 
alted ideas of lovaln, wliieh, oxeelleiit within certain bounda, 
drive us mad when eiicouragisl up to Borne heights. Do not 
think, biiico 1 must needs speak plainly with thee, tlrnt 1 see 
without sorrow the downfall of oui* ancient monareh^, and the 
substitution of anotlicr form of government in its Btead ; Liit 
ought uiy regret for tlie past to pi event acquiescing and aid- 
ing in fauch nieahurcs as are likely to settle the future t The. 
royal cause is rumcil, hadst thou and every cavalier in England 
sworn the contrarv ; ruined, not to rise again — for manj a day at 
least Tbo I'arhanient, so oitcii draughted and drained of thobe 
who wort' courageimh enough to maintain their own frwdoni of 
opinion, is iiovi reduced to a handful of statesmen, who have lobt 
the n*spect of the people, from the length of time during whicli 
they have held tin* siqu'enu' maiiageinent of affairs '^I'hey cannot 
stand June unlcKs they wen* tr> i educe the army ; and the army^ 
late servants, are iiuw* lua-ters, and will refuse to be reduced. 
They know their strength, and tliat they may Ik; an army sub- 
sisting on ;>ay and free quarters tliroughout England as long as 
they will. I tell thee, Wihlrake, unless w^e look to the only man 
who can rule and manage them, vve may expect inihtary law 
throughout the laud ; and I, fur niine own part, louk fur an^ pre- 
servation of our privileges that may be vouchsafed to us, only 
through the wisdom and forliearance of Cromwell. Now yon 
have my secret. You are aware that 1 am not doing the best 1 
would, but the best I can, 1 wisli— not so ardently ws thou, per- 
haps — yet 1 of 0 w ish that the King could have been restored on 
good terms of composition, safe for us and for himself. And now, 
good Wildrake, rebel as thou thinkcst me, make me no worse a 
rebel than an unwilling one. God knowB, 1 never laid aaide love 
and reverence to tlic King, even m drawing my sword against 
his ill advisers.” 

“ Ah, plague on you,” said Wildrake, « that is the very cant of 
it — that’s what jou all say. All of you fought against the Kuig 
in pure love and loyalty, and not otherwise. However, 1 aeo 
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ynnr driHt, and 1 own tliat I ]ikc it better than 1 expected. Tho 
army m your Viear non, and old Nidi h >f>ur bt^aruard ; and ;^ou 
are like a country coubtable, who niaki‘H interest with the b<*ar- 
ward that ho may provoiit Uim from letting brum loose. \V oil, 
there, may e<m\e a day when the sun will shine on out side of the 
fence, and theri'on shall yon, and all tlie good fair-weather tolVoi 
who love thu stronger party, come and make eoiuinon cauao 
with us.'* 

Without much attending to what his fnend said, Colrmel Eve- 
rard carefully studied tlic warrant of CroniwcU. “ It is bolder 
and iHor«> peremptory than I expecteil,** ho said “ The General 
must feel hiiiisolf strong, when hi' n})pose.s his ow'ii autlionty so 
directly to that of the Gouucil of State and the I'ariiainent.” 

“ You will not bohitate to act upon it said Wildrakc. 

“ TJiat J certainly will not,** answered Everard ; “ but 1 must 
wait till 1 have tho ass i stance of the Mayor* who, 1 think, will 
gladly see theso fellows ejected from the bodge. 1 must not go 
altogether upon militarv authority, if possiblt* ” Then, stepping 
to the door <»f the apartment, he despatched a servant of the lioiise 
in quest of tho Chief Magistrate, di'siriiig he should be made ac- 
quainted lliat Colonel Everard desired to see him with as little 
lufis of tunc as possible. 

“ You arc »iii*e he w ill come, like a dcig at a whistle,*’ said Wild- 
rakc. “ The wortl captain, or colonel, makes the fat citizen trot 
ill tlu’so days, when one sword ih w'orth fifty eorjioration charters. 
But then' are dragoous yonder, as well as the griin-faced knave 
whom 1 fngliteiictl the other evening when 1 showed niy face in 
at the window. Think'bt tliou the knaves will sliow tio rough 
play*" 

The Goncrars warrant will weigh more witli them than a 
dozen acts of Parliament,” said Everard. — “ But it is time thou 
eatcfat, if thou liast in truth ridden from Windsor hither without 
baiting ” 

« I care not about it,” said Wildrake : ^ I tell thee, your Ge- 
neral gave me a breakfast, which, 1 tiiink, will serve me one 
while, if 1 am ever able to digest it. By the mass, it lay so 
heavy on my conscience, that 1 earned it to church to see if 1 could 
digest It there with my other sms. But nut a whit.” 

“ To ehmch ! — ^to tlic door of the church, thou meanest,” said 
Everard. “ I know thy way — ^thou art ever wont to pull thy 
hat off reverently at the throsliold ; but for crossing it, that day 
seldom conics.** 

Well,” R'plicd Wildrakc, and if I do pull off my castor and 
kneel, is it not seemly to show tho same respects m a church 
which we offer in a palace 1 It is a dainty matter, is it not, to 
see your Anabaptists, and Brownists, and the rest of you, gather 
to a Bonnott with as little ceremony as hogs to a trough 1 But 
here comes food, and now for a grace, if 1 can remember one.” 
Everard waa too much iaterested about the fate of his unde 
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and his fair cousin, and the prospect of restoring tlicm to their 
qniet luime, under the protection ol that formidable trunehoiiu 
wJiieJi uasi already’ regarded ab the Ji^ading-stafT of England, to re- 
mark, that ccriaui],\ a great alrcratioii liad taken place in the 
mannerFi and outward behaviour at least of his companion. Ilia 
demeanour frequently evinced a w>rt of struggle hotwixt old ha- 
hits of indulgence, and some newly formed resoUitions of ahsti- 
iieiice ; and it was almost hidierous to see how' often the hand of 
the iieoph\ te din-cted itself naturally to a large blaek leathern 
jack, which cfnitaiiicd two double tlagous of strong ale, and how 
oiceii, divt‘rteJ from its purpose by the better rcfli ctuiiis of the 
reformed toper, it seized, instead, upon a large ewer of salubrious 
and pure water. 

It was not difliciiU to see that the task of sfibncty was not yet 
ticconie easy, and that, if it had the rc^eommendation of thcMiitel- 
loetiul portion of the jiarty who had resolved upon it, the outward 
man yielded a reluctant and lostivc coiii]>liance. But honest 
Wildrake had been dreadiiilly frightened at the eourbe jiroposed 
to him by Cromwell, and, with a feeling not peculiar to tlie Ca- 
tholic religion, had funned a soloniii resolution within his own 
mind, tliat, if he cainc off safe and with honour frgiii thib dan- 
gerous mter'v lew’, he would show his sense ol lleaveirs favour, 
by renouncing bome of the sms which most easily bcbct him, and 
efipccialJy that of intemperance, to which, like many of his wild 
('ompeerH, he was too much addicted. 

This res(»hition, or vow’, was partly prudential as well as reli- 
gious ; for It occurred to him as \cry possible, that home matters 
of a dilKcult and delicate nature might be tliruwii into his hands 
at the present cmergeney, duniig the conduct of wdneh it would 
be fitting lor him to act by some better oracle than that of the 
Bottle, celebrated by llahelais. In full compliance with thib pru- 
dent determination, he touched neither tlie ale nor the brandy 
which were placed before him, and declined peremptorily the 
sack witli which his friend would have ganiiBliod the board. Nc- 
verthelebs, just as the boy removed tlio trenchers and napkins, 
together with the large black-jack which we have already men- 
tioned, and was one or two steps on his w’ay to the door, the 
sinewy arm of the cavalier, which seemed to elongate itself on 
purpose, (as it extended far beyond the folds of the threadbart^ 
jacket,) arrested tiie progress* of the retiring Ganymede, and 
seizing on the black-jack, conveyed it to the Ims, which were 
gently breathing forth the aspiration, “ D — n — 1 mean. Heaven 
forgive me — we are poor creatures of clay— ^ne modest sip must 
be permitted to our ftailty.” 

& murmuring, lie glued tho huge flagon to his lips, and as the 
bead was slowly and gradually mcdiiied backwards, in proportion 
as the right band elevated the bottom of the pitcher, Everm had 
great doubts whether the drinker and the cup were likely to part 
until the whole contents of the latter had been tnmsfenm to tlie 
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person of tlir former. R«>!?fr Wildrake stinted, however, when, 
hy a moderate eoinpntatiuii, he liad swallowed at one di-aufrlit 
about a quart and a half. 

He then replaeed it on the salver, fetched a lone breath to re- 
fresh hib ]uni;s, hade the hoy "et him pone with the rest of tin* 
liquors, in a tf>ne which inferj*ed somi* dread ol his constancy, 
an<l tilt'll, turning to his friend Kverurd, he expatiated in praihc 
of niodeniiioii, olihervinp^ tluit tht' mouthful which he had just 
taki'ii had hei'ii of more nervico to him than if ho had remained 
quaihnp healths at table for four hours topethcr. 

His tnend ma»le no reply, but coultl not help heinp privately 
of opinion that Wildrake s temperance had tloiio as much execu- 
tion on till tankard m his .sinple draiipht, as some more moderate 
topers nnpht luive effected if they had sat sippinp lor an even- 
inp Hut the subject w’as clianped by tlie entrance of the laml- 
luid. who came to announce to his honour Ooloiu'l K\erari1, that 
tlie worshipful Mayor of Woodstock, witli the Ih'V. Master HoM- 
c'liough, were come to wait upon him. 


CHAPTER X. 

■ Here we have one heatl 
I'pon two -jdiir two headed huUock 

Is hut an ASS tn such a 

Thesr two lia^o hut oiil meaning, thouglit and couiiiul . 

And whin the snmlc noddle has bpoku out 
1 lie four legs bcrape OMicnt to it 

Old Play 

1 ^ the poodly form of the honest Mayor, there was a bustling 
mixture of iinportanei' and embarrassment, like the deportment 
of a man who was conscious that he had an important part to 
act, if he could b<.t exactly discover what that part was. But 
both were iiiinpled with much pleasure at secinp Everard, and 
iie frequently rejieated his welcomes and all-hails before he could 
bo brought to attend to what tluit gentleman said ui reply. 

“ Good, worthy Colonel, you are indeed a desirable sipht to 
Woodsiock at all times, hemp, as I may aay, almost our towns- 
man, afl you have dwelt so much and so loop at the palace. Truly, 
the matter hogins almost to pass my wit, tliough I have trans- 
acted tlie affairs of this borough for many a long day ; and you 
are como to my assistance like, like** 

** Tangtuim Daut cx machma^ as the Ethnic poet hath it,” said 
Master HoldenoupU, although 1 do not often quote from such 
books. — Indeed, Master Markham Evrrard, — or worthy Colonel, 
as 1 ought rather to say — yoM are simplj tho most wtlcome wiaw 
who has come to Woodstock since the day's of old King Horry.” 

1 liad some business witli you, my good fnend,” said the 
Coloael, addressing the Mayor ; " I shall be glad if it should so 
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happen at tho bame time, tliat 1 may find occasion to pltoMirt* 
you or jour wnrtliy pa^itor.” 

** No quostuui jou can do so, good sir;*’ interpos'd Rla-ttr 
Holdeiiougli; ‘‘ you have the hi'arl, sir, and you haM‘ tlie liaiid , 
and 'ue are much iii want of good ctiunsci, niul tliat iroiii a man 
of action. 1 am aware, worthy Odoiu-J, tliat joii and jour wor- 
tliv father have e\cr Inune \oursi*l\es in tlies* turmoils like men 
of a truly Christian and nioderatt* spirij, slrnmg to pour oil into 
the wounds of the land, which some would ruh with vitriol and 
pep]>cr; and we know you are laithful children of that cliuivh 
which wc iiave v< lormed lr»»iii its pa]iistical and prehitieal tenets ” 
My good nii'l ie\ereiid friend,’* said I’m lard, “ I respect the 
piety and learning ot many of jour teachers ; hut I am aNo lor 
liberty ol conseieiice to all men. 1 neither side with sectaries, 
nor do 1 desire to see tliem the object of suppression hy \io- 
lenct' ** 

“ Sir, sir,’* said the Presbyterian, hastilj’, “ all this hath a fair 
sound; hut 1 wonhl you should think what a fiiie country and 
church wo are like to ha\e of it, amidst the i irors, hluspheimcs, 
and schisms, which are daily iiilroduccd into tin' chuieli and 
kingdom of Ciigland, so that worthy MusUt KdwanK^ii his Caie 
grciia, declaretli, that our nati\e eoimtrj abimt to become tlie 
very biiik and cess-jiool of all schisms, hen s^.s, blaspheniies, and 
coiifusioiiH, as the army of iiaimihal was vinl to be the refuse of 
all nations — Volltirun omiwimw tjtnl'mut — Ih Iicm* me, worthy Co- 
lonel, that they of the Honourable IIou'^c' vnw all tins over 
lightly, and with thu winking comm aiiee (»f old Kli. These in- 
structoi's, the schismatics, shoulder the oi t)iodo\ ministers out t»f 
their pulpits, thrust chenisehes into fumilie->i, and break up the 
peace tliercof, fitcaliug aw'ay men's hearts lr<>m the I'stablisbcd 
faith.” 

“ My good Master Ilohleiioiigli,” replnsl the Colonel, iiitir- 
rupting the zealous preacher, there is ground ol sorrow for all 
those unhappy diacords ; and J hold with you, that the fiery' sjn- 
rits of the present time have laised men's iniiuK at once above 
sober-minded and sincere religion, and above decorum and com 
mon scns(\ But there ib no help save patience. Eiithusiawm is 
a stream that may f*)am off in its own time, wlierens it js suie tc' 
bear down every barrier which is directly ojijiosed to it. — But 
what are thc*ie bchismatieal proceedings to our prt'sent ])urpose *” 

® Why, partly thib, sir,” said Holdenough, “ although perhap** 
you may make less of it than 1 should liaie thought before we 
met. — 1 was myself — I, Ncliemiah Uoldenough, [he adiled coii- 
Bcqueiitially,] was forcibly expelled from my own puljut, even as 
a man should have been thrust out of his own house, by an alien, 
and an intruder — a wolf, w ho w as not at the trouble even to put lui 
sheep’s clothing, but came in his native wolfish attire of buff and 
bandalier, and held forth in my stead to the people, who are tfi 
me as a flock to the lawful bliepherd. It is too true, sir — Bdaster 
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Mayor -aw it, aii<l vtrovo to tako snoh ordor to prevent it an man 
might, though,” turning to the Ma}or, “ T thiuk btill you might 
have striven a little more.” 

“ (Hood now, good Master IToldenough, do not let us go hack 
on that questnm,” said the Mayor. “ C5uy of Warwick, or Bevis 
of Hampton, might do something with tins generation ; hut tnih , 
they are too inaiij and ton strong for the Mayor of Woodstock." 

1 think Master Mayor speaks very good sense,” said the 
Colonel ; “ if the Independents are not allow'ed to preach, 1 fear 
me they will not fight -and then if you were to have anoth<‘r 
rising of eavalicrs'” 

“ Tliore are worse folks may rise than cavaliers,” said Hold- 
enough 

U<»w, sir 1” replied Colonel Everard. “ Let me remind you. 
Master Hnldenoiigh, that is uo safe language in the present state 
of the nation ” 

“ I say,” said the Presbyterian, “ there are worse folk may 
rise than cavaliers ; and 1 will prove what 1 say. The devil is 
worse than tlie worst cavalier that ever drank a hi^alth, or swore 
an oath — and the devil has arisen at Woodstock Lodgi^ 

“ A}, truly hath he,” said the Ma.vor, bodily and visibh, in 
figure and fonn — An awful time w'e li>e in 

(Yfmtienien, 1 really know npt how I am to understand you,” 
said Everard. 

“ Why, it was even about the devil we came to speak with 
\ oil,” said the Mayor ; “ but the worthy uiiiubter is always so 
hot upon the sectarirs” 

“ Which are the devil’s brats, and nearly akin to him,” said 
Master HoUleiiough. “ Hut true it is, that the growth of these 
st^cts has brought up the Evil One even upon the face of the 
earth, to look after his own interest, where be findb it most 
thriving.” 

” Master Holdenough,” said the Ckiloiiel, if you speak figu- 
ratively, I have already told you that 1 have neither the means 
nor the skill sufficient to temper these religious heats. But if 
you design to say that there h^ been an actual apparition of the 
devil, I presume to think that yon, with your doctrine and your 
learning, would be a fitter match for him than a soldier like me.” 

" True, sir ; and I have that confidence in the commission 
which 1 hold, that 1 w'ould take tho field against the foul fiend 
without a momeut’b delay,” said Holdenough ; “ but the place in 
which he hath of late appeared, being Woodstock, is filled with 
those dangnrousand impious persons, of whom I have been but now 
complaining ; and though, confident in nnr own resourooi^ I dare 
venture in disputation with their G^reat Muter himself, yet with- 
out your protection, most worthy Colonel, I see not that I may 
with prumnee trust myself with the tossing and goring ox Des- 
borough, or the bloody and devouring bear Harrison, or the cold 
and poiaoQOua aoaka Bletaon — ^all of whom are now at the Lodge, 
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doiiij; liconsp and takinj^ f^poil as the} think meet; and, as ail 
men «»a}, the devil has come to make a fourth with tliem/’ 

111 good truth, worthy and iiolile wr,” Nud the Mayor, “ it is 
even as Master Holdenough says — our privileges are deelareil 
void, our cattle si'ized in the very paslurcH. They talk of cutting 
down and disparking the fair Chase, which has been so long tlie 
pleasure of so many kings, and making Woodstock of os little 
note as any jialtry village I assure \ ou we heard of y our arm al 
with JO}', and wondered at your keeping yourself so elosc^ in yinir 
lodgings. \\''e know no one save your father or y'ou, that are 
like to stand the poor burgesses* friend in this extremity , since 
almost all the gentry around are mahgnants, and under serpies- 
tration. We trust, tlicrefore, you will make strong intercession 
in our behalf." 

("ertamly. Master Mayor,** said the Colonel, who saw liinisidf 
with pleasure anticqtated ; “ it was my very purpose to have in- 
terfen^d in this matter ; and 1 did but keej> myself aloiu‘ until 1 
should be furnished with some authority fi om the Lord-tiencral '* 
“ i*owors from the Lord- General said the Mayi>r, thrusting 

the elergy'maii with his elbow — Dost tlioii hear that* — What 
eoek will fight tliat cock ^ Wc shall carry it now over flieir necks, 
and Woodstock shall ho brave W<»udstoek still !’* 

Keep thmo elbow from niy side, friend,** said Holdeiiougli. 
annoyed by the action which the Mayor had suited to his words , 
*^and may the Lord send that Cromwell prove not as sharp to 
the i»eop]e of England as thy bones against iny person ' Vet 1 
approve that wc should use his autlioiity to stop the course of 
these men’s proceedings." 

“ Let us set out, tlien,” said Colonel Everard ; and I trust 
we shall find the gentlemen reasonable and obedient.** 

The functionaries, laic and clerical, assented with much joy , 
and the Colonel required and received W ildrake's assistance in 
putting on his cloak and rapier, as if ho had been the* depend- 
ent whose part he acted. The cavalier contrived, howevoi. 
while doing him thew menial offices, to give his friend a shrew d 
pinch, in order to maintain the footing of secret equality betwixt 
them. 

The Colonel was saluted, as they passed through tlic streets, 
by many of the anxious inhabitants, who seemed to c(>nbider his 
intervention as affording the only cliance of saving their fin* 
Park, and the nghts of tiie corporation, as well as of individuals, 
from rain and confiscation. 

As they entered the Park, the Colonel asked his companions, 
^ What is this you say of apporiUons being seen amongst them t *' 
Why, Colonel,” said the clergyman, “ you know yourself tliat 
Woodstock was always haunted t’* 

I have lived therein many a day,” said the Colonel ; " and 1 
know that 1 never saw the least sira of it, although idle people 
spoke of the house as they do of aU old mansions, and gave tlie 
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«]>artmont«» ghosts and spectres to fill up the places of as man,> of 
tin* deceased great, as had ever dMolt there.” 

^ Nay, but, poo«l Colonel,” said the cl<‘rg,\man, “ I trust }oii 
hji\e not reached the jjreA'ailiiig wn of the times, and become in- 
different to the tf‘stjnion\ in favour of apparitions, ul'ich appears 
so conclusive to all hut atheists, and advocates for witches t” 

] w'ould not ahsolutiOji dishelievo what is so generally affirm- 
ed,” said the Colonel ; ** hut iii\ reason h'ads me to doubt most 
fd the stones vhicli 1 liaNe heaid of this sort, and my own ex- 
perience iie\er went to conhnn any of them.” 

“ Ay, hut trust me," said lloldeiinugli, “there was alviavsa 
demon of one or the other species about this Woudstoik. Not a 
man or woman in tin* town hut has heard stories of apparitiuns 
in the forest, or uhniit the old ea->tle. Sometimes it is a pack of 
hound", that sweep along, and the whoops and hollous of the 
Imntsmeii, and tin* winding of horns and the gallo])ing of horse, 
which is heard as if fii"t more distant, and then close around 
you — and then aium u a sohtur} hniitsinun, who asks if ^ou 
eaii tell him winch wav the stag 1ms gone 111 * is aUi a> s dri'ssed 
111 green ; hut tin* fashnui ot his clotlies is some five hiuidn'd 
vears old This is what we call Demon Meridiaiium — ^tlie noou- 
<lay spectre.” 

“ Alj worthy and reverend sir,” soul the C'lloncl, “1 have 
lived at Woodstock ni.iiiy seasons, anil have tiaversed the Cliasc 
At all hours. Trust, me, wluit ^ou liear fiom the villagers is the 
growth of their idle follv .iinl superstition ” 

“Colonel,” replied lloldeiioiigli, “a negative proves nothing. 
What signifie*!, craving j'our pardon, tliat ^oii have not seen any 
thing, he it earthly or be it ol tin* other world, to detract from 
the einh'iice of a score of peopli* who have ? — And besides, there 
is the Demon Nocturniini— the being that walketh by night ; he 
has been among thi‘"e lii<h*p(*ndents and schismatics last night. 
Vv, (’olonel, vou may stare; hut it is even so — they may try 
whether he will mend their gifts, as tliey piofaiiely call them, of 
exposition and praver. No, sir, 1 trow, to master tlie foul fiend 
there goeth some L*ompetent knowledge of th<‘ologj', and an ac- 
(piaiiitanee of the liimiaiie letters, ay, and a regular clerical edu- 
cation an<l etcrieal eallmg.” 

“ 1 do not in the least doubt,” said the Colonel, “ the efficacy 
of your qualifications to lay the devil ; hut still 1 think some odd 
mistake has occasioned this confusion amongst them, if there has 
any such in ix'aht) existed. Dcsborough is a blockhead, to be 
sure ; and Harrison is fanatic enough to believe anything. But 
tbore is Blctson, on the oilier hand, who believes nothing. — What 
do you know of this matter, gemd Master Mayor * ” 

Tn soolli, and it w'as Master Bletsou wdio gave the first 
alarm,” replied the magistrate ; “ or, at least, the first distinct 
one. You see, sir, I was in bed with my wife, ami do one else ; 
and I was as fast asleep a.s a man can debire to be at two hours 
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uftor mi(lnip;lit, whon, bt'hoM yt»u, they came Knocking at mv 
bedroom door, t»» UdJ me then* wrm an alarm in Woodhteek, and 
that the ht'll of tlie Lodp* Mas ringing; at that deail hour oi the 
liight as liavd as t*ver it rung when it called the court to dtnn(*r. 
“ Well, hut the cause of tins alarm said the rolonel. 

“You hhull liear, worthy Colonel, you shall hear,’' answered 
the Mayor, wai mg hi*, haml with dignity , ior he was one of tlioM* 
persons who will not 1 m* huiTit*d out ol theii* own ]>aee. “ So Mrs. 
Mayor would hav<* pi'i'snaded n>f», lu lie*i h»v£* and affection, jtoor 
w letch, that to rise at sucli an hour out oi my own warm bed, 
was like to bring on my old com]»laint the lumbago, and that 1 
should send the i>eo]ile to Alderman Dutton.- - Alderman l>e\il, 
Mrs. Mayor, said I ; — 1 lieg your n'veronce’a pardon fur using 
smh a jihrji'^e— Do \oii think 1 am going to he a-hed when llie 
town IS on tire, and llie cavaheis u}>, and the ilevil to pay 1 
b»'g pardon again, parson. — Ihit hf*i*ewearc before the gatiMif 
the i'alaee ; will it not please lou to ent<*r '’* 

“ I would first hear the end of jonr storj,'* said the Colonel ; 
“that iH, Master Abnor, if it happens t<i ha\e an end.” 

“ Every thing hath an end,” said the Mayor, “ and that which 
we rail a jiiidding hath two. — Your w'orship will forgi\e me for 
being facetious. Where was I i— Oh, 1 jumped out’oi hed, and 
put on my red plush breeches, with the bJui* m*tht*r stoi ks, for 1 
always make a point of being die-sed suitably to iny dignitx, 
night and day, summer or wiiiU*r, Colonel Plverard ; and 1 look 
the Constable along with me, in case the alarm should be raised 
b> night-walkc'i'H 01 tbit*ves, and ealled up worthy Master Ilobl- 
enoiigii nut of ItiH bed. iii case it sliould turn out to bo the devil. 
And .so 1 thought 1 was provided ior the wor^t, and so away wc 
came ; and, by and by, tlie soldiers who came to ihu town with 
Master Toniknis, who had hcen called to arms, eanie marclimg 
down to Woodstock a.s fa*'t as their fi*ct would can’y them ; so I 
gave our people the sign to ]<‘t them pass ils, and outmarch us, 
as it were, and this fur u twofold n*ason.” 

“ I will be satisfied,'* interrupted the Colonel, “ with one good 
reason. You desired the rad-coats should liave Uie firH of tlie 
fray ? ** 

“ True, sir, very true and also that they should have the lant 
of it, in respect tliat fighting is tlieir especial business. How ever, 
we came on at a slow pace, as men who are determined to do 
flitdr duty without fear or favour, when sudtlenly we saw some- 
thing white haste away up the avenue towards the town, when 
SIX of our constables and assistants fled at once, as conceiving it 
to be an apparition called the W'hitc Woman of Woodstock.*** 

“ Look 3 'ou there, Colonel,** said Master Uoldcnough, “ 1 told 
you tJiero were demons of more kinds tlian one, whieh haunt the 
ancient scenes of royal debauchery and cruelty.'* 

“I hope you stood your own ground, Master Blayor !'* said 
the Colonel. 
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I — yc*s — moRt assuredly— that is, I did not, strictly speaking, 
keep my ground ; hut the hmn-clerk and 1 retreated — retreated, 
Colonel, and without confusion or dishonour, and took post behind 
worthy Master Iloldonoiigh, wrho, w'lth the spirit oi a hou, threw 
himself in tho wa} of the Riipposed npectre, and attacked it witli 
Kuch a fiiserary of Latin as might have* scared the devil himself, 
and thereby plainly discovered that it was no devil at all, nor 
white womiui, neither woman of any colour, but worshipful Mas- 
ter Bletsoii, a member of the House of Cnmmoiis, and one of the 
oonimiHsioners Rent hither upon this unhappy sequestration of the 
Wood, Cliase, and Jjodge of Woiwlstock.” 

“ And this was all you saw of the demon Raid the Colonel. 

“Truly, yes,” answiTcd the Mavor ; “and 1 had no wish to 
see more, llow’ever, we conveyed Mastei llhdbon, as in duty 
bound, hack to llie Lodge, and lie was ever inauiideriiig by the 
way how that lie met a party of scarlet dev ils incarnate marching 
down to the Lodge ; but, to my poor thiiiLing, it must have been 
the Independent dragwuis who had jiiat jiassed hr.” 

“ And more inearnate devils 1 would iie\cr wish to see,** said 
Wildrake, who eoiihl rtsTiain silent no longer. His voice, so sud- 
denly heard, hhow'ed how much the Major's nerves were Btill 
alarmed, for he started and jumped aside with an alaorit) of 
which no one would at first sight supiiose a man of his poilly 
dignity to have been capable. Everard imposed silence on his 
intrusive attendant ; and, dc»sirous to he.*ir the conclusion of this 
strange story, requested the Major to tell him how the matter 
ended, ainl whether thev stopped the supposed Rpectro. 

“ Truly, worthy sir,” said the IVlaj or, “ Master Holdenough 
w'as quite venturous upon confronting, as it were, the devil, 
and eompelliTig him to appear under the real form of Master 
Joshua illctson, memher of Pai'liamcnt for the borough of Little- 
erc'cil ” 

“In Booth, Master Mayor,” said the divine, “ I were strangely 
ignorant of my own commission and its immunities, if 1 were to 
value oppoHing mjself to Satan, or any Independent in his like- 
netis, all of whom, in tin* name of Hun 1 serve, 1 do defy, spit 
at, and trample under my feet ; and becanso Mafltcr Mayor is 
sometliiug tt*dioiiH, I wdll briefly inform yftiir honour that wc saw 
little of the Enemy that night, save what Master Bletson said m 
the first feeling of his terrors, and save what w'e might collect 
from the disordered appearance of the Honourable Colonel Des- 
borough and Major -General Harrison.” 

“ And wliat plight wore they in, I pray you?” demanded the 
Colonel. 

“ Why, worthy sir, every one might see vvitli half an eye that 
they had been engaged in a fight wherein they had uoi. been hon- 
oured with perfect victory ; seeing that General Hairisou was 
stalking up and down the parlour, with his drawn sword in his 
liand, talking to himself, his doublet unbuttoned, his points un- 
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trusBod, his gartors lonco, and like to tlirow Jiim down as he now 
and then trode on them, and gaping and grinning like a mad 
player. And yoiid(*r sate Di'sbormigh with a dry ]>ottlc of baek 
before him, wdiieli lie hatl just emptied, and which, though the 
element in which he trnsied, had not n*rtlorod him fronso eimugh 
to sjieak, or courage enough to look over hiH shoulder Ih* had 
a Bible 111 his haii'l, forsooth^ as it it would of itself make hatlle 
against the Kvil One ; hut I jM^ensl over his sliouhler, an<l, alast 
the good gcJiiU‘Tnan held the hottoiu of the page ujipermost. It 
was as if oiH* f»f >our iiiuskoti'ers, uobic and valued sir, were to 
present tlie hut of his pieee at the eiiemj instead of Uie iiuiz/.le 
— ha, ha, lia ! it wa*^ a sight to |udge of hcInsmaticH b\ ; hotli in 
point of liead, and in point of heart, m point of skill, and in point 
of eoiinge. Oh ' Cohniel, then was the time to sec the true eli.i- 
raetcr <»f an authorised pastor of souls over those uiihap)ty men, 
who leap into the fold without due and legal authority, and will, 
foi-sooth, pleach, teach, and exlmrl, and hhisphenioiisly term tin, 
doctrine of the church .saltless juirridge and dry chips * " 

“ I liave no douhl jou vrere ready to metd the danger, re- 
verend sir; hut 1 woiihl fain know' of wdiat nature it was, and 
from whence it w'as to he appri hciidcsl 

« Was It for nn t<i make such inquiry?’* said the elergjmaii, 
triumphautlv . *Ms it tor a brave soldier to nunihor his eneniicH, 
or inquire from whnt <|uarter they are to come \ No, sir, I was 
there with match lighted, Inillet in my mouth, and ni> harqui^- 
buss blionldcri‘d, to eiieoiinter as many dc^vils as hell could pour 
111 , were they countless as moles in the sunht^aiii. and although 
they came from all points of the comjiass. The l*a}>ist8 talk of 
the temptation of 8t Aiitluuiy— psliaw ! let them <l >uhle all tin* 
myriads which tin* brain of a crazy Dutch painter hath inveiiU*d, 
and you will a y>oor Presbytc*nan diMiie— 1 will answer tor 
one at least, — w'ho, uot in his own streiigih, hut hm Master’s, will 
receive the assault in such sort, that far from returning against 
him ajb against yonder poor hound, day after day, and night aftiT 
night, he will at oneo ]>aek them oil' as with a vengeance to the* 
utteniioRt partH of AssyTia I ” 

** Still,” said Uie Colonel, “ 1 pray to know wdiether you saw 
anything upon which to exorcise your pious learning? ” 

“ Saw' ? ” answered tlie divine ; “ no, truly , I aaw nothing, nor 
did 1 look for anything. Thieves will not attack well-armed 
travelloTB, nor will devils or evil spirits come against one who 
bears xn his bosom the word of truth, in the very language iii 
which it was first dictated. No, sir, Uiey shun a divine who can 
understand the holy text, as a crow is said to keeji wide of a gun 
loaded with hailshot.” 

They had walked a little way back upon their road, to give 
time for this com ersation ; and the Colonel, perceiving it was about 
to load to no satisfactory explanation of the real cause of alanxx 
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on tho procodinf^ niglit, turnod round, and obFM'rvinji; it viaa time* 
tlirvHhould ^(1 to tlu* Lodge, U^gaii to ini>vo in tliat diroctiuu with 
Ilia three companion^. 

It had now liocvnno dark, and the toilers oi Woodstock arose 
high above the iiinbrngeoiis shroud wliieli the foi est sfuead around 
thu ancient and \(‘neiiih]e mansion. From one ot tJie highest 
turrets, which could still lie distiiigiii*-licd as it rose against the 
clear hhie sk\, there gli amcMl a light hkt^ that of a candle within 
the huilding. The Ma>or stopt short, and catching last hold of 
the divine, and then of Fohnud L\erard, cxelauiied, in a trem> 
bJmg and hiist^^ , but suppros-M-d tone, 

“ Do }ou see yonder light * ’* 

“ Ay, marry do I,” said C'olonel Fi\i rard ; “ and what does tliat 
matter < — a light in a garret -room of sindi an old iiiaribioii as 
W’ooilstock IS no siih]e(*t for woiidt'i, 1 trow “* 

“ Hut a light from llosaiiioiid's Tower is surely po,'* said the 
Alayor. 

“ True,’* fiiiid the rolom 1, something surprised, when, after a 
careful oxamination. In* satisfied himself that tin* wortln magis- 
trate's conjecture was right. That is indeed Rosaniomrs Tower ; 
and as tlie drawhndg** hy which it was acctssible has be(*n de- 
stroyed for centuries, it I's hani say what dunce could have 
lighU*d a lamp in such an inaccessihie place ** 

“ That light hums with no earthlv luel,'* said the Mayor ; 
“ neither from whale nor olive oil, nor becs-wax,nor inutton-aiict 
either. I dealt iii these* commodities, (.'oloiicl, heiore 1 went into 
iny present line ; ainl 1 can assun* you I could distinguish the 
sort of light they give, one from aiiotlnT, at a greater distance 
than yonder tinret — Look you, that is no earthly flame. — See 
y on not something hhie ainl reddish upon the edges ' — that hodcH 
full well w’here it comes from, — Colonel, in my' opiinoii we had 
iHJtter go hack to sup at the town, ami leave the Devil and tlie 
red-coats to settli' their matters together for to-night ; and then 
when we come liack the next morning, wx* will have a pull with 
tJuj parly that eliuiices to keep a-fiehl.” 

* You will do aa you pleasi.*. Master Alayor,** said Everard, 
" hut my duty rc<iiuros me that 1 diould see the Commisaioiierb 
to-night.’* 

And mine requires me to see the foul Fiend," said Master 
Holdenough, ** if he dare make himself visible to me. 1 wonder 
not that, knowing who is approaching, he lictakes himself to tho 
very citadel, the ium'r and the last defences of this ancient and 
haunted mansion. He is dainty, 1 warrant you, and must dwell 
wliere is a relish of luxury and munier about tho walls of his 
chamber. In yonder turret siiim^d Rosamond, and in yonder 
tum*t she suffered ; and them she sits, or more likely, the Enemy 
in her shape, as 1 have heard true men of Wood6to(.*k tell. 1 
wait on you, good Colonel — Master Alayor will do as ho pleases. 
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The RtroTifT man hath fortiiicfl himself in hin dwelling-house, but, 
lo, there cfiraeth another stronger than he.” 

“Forme,” said the Mavor, “\\ho am as unlearned as I am 
um^aihko, 1 will not engage either vilh the IWers of the Earth, 
or the Prince of the lowers of the Air, and I i^ould we were 
aL'Tiin at Wood-tcM k ; — and liark je, goo«l fellow,” blappiiig Wjld- 
rakc« on the Nhonhler, 1 w ill h(^tf)w on thee a shilling wet and 
a hlniling dry il tlmu wilt go baek with me.” 

“ (iuilisookei.s, Master Mavoi,' huid Wildrakc, neitlior flattered 
by the magistrate^ iamiliaiiU of aiidrei!»s, nor captivated hy hiH 
miimheeiiee— “ I wonder wlni tlu* devil made you and me fellows t 
and, behules, d<» \ou think I would go baek to Wuudhtuck with 
your worshipinl cnds-heail, wlieii, by good management, I may 
gt‘t a p»ep ol fair KosaniomI, and see whether she was that choice 
and lueoinparalile ]iiece of ware, which the W'urld lias been tohl 
of bv rh\iners and bullad -makers !” 

Speak li‘ss lightlv aii<l wantonly fnend,” aaid the divine ; 
“ wo are to lesist the devil that he may flee from us, and not ti* 
tamper with Inm, or enter into Ins counsels, or trafllc with the 
iiiereliandisG ol his great Vanity Fair.” 

" Mind what the good man h.iys, Wildrakc,” paid tbf Colonel ; 
“ and t«ik<* heed aiiotlier time how thou dost suffer thy wit to 
outrun tliseretKiii.” 

“ 1 am beholden to the reverend gentleman for his advice,” 
answered Wildrak**, upon whose tongue it was difficult to impOBo 
any cuih whatever, en*n when his own ‘^fefv n-ndered it niost 
desirable. “ Ihit, gad/.ookers, b t him liavehail w liat experience 
he will in fighting with the lV\il, ho never saw one so black as 
I bad a tussle with — not a hundred Jem’s ago.” 

“ How, fricii'l,'’ said the clergyman, who iimlerstood every 
thing lit< rally when ajipantioiis were mentioned, “ have you had 
so late a visitation of talari ^ Ib'lieve iiii*, then, that I wonder 
why tli/m (latest to entertain Ins name ho often and b»} lightlj’, as* 
1 see tliou dost use it m thy uidinary discourse. Jiut when and 
whert^ didst tliou see the Evil t>iie 

Everard hastilv int(‘rfiohed, lest by something yet more strongly 
alluding to Cromwell, liis imprudent stjuirc should, in mere wan- 
tonnesR, betray Ins interview with the (reneral. “ The young 
man raves,” he said, ^ of a dream whicli he luid tho other night, 
when he and I slept together in Victor Lee's cliamber, belonging 
to tho Hanger's apartuieiits at Uio Lodge.” 

“ Thanks for help at a pinch, good patron,” said Wildrakc, 
whippeniig into Kverard's oar, who in vain endeavoured to shako 
him oft', — « a fib never failed a fanatic.” 

“ You, also, spoke bomething tixi lightly of theso matters, con- 
sidering tlic work which we havo in hand, worthy Colonel/’ said 
the Presbyterian divine. ‘‘ Believe me, the young man, tliy ser- 
vant, was more likely to see visions than to dream merely idle 
dreams in tliat apartment; for 1 have always heard, tliat, next 
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to RoBanioiul’s Tower, in wliieli, as 1 said, Rho pla}e(l the wanton, 
and was afterwards poisoned liy Qnecii Eleanor, Victor Lee's 
chamber was the place in the L»idge of Woodstock more pt'cii- 
liarly the haunt of evil spirits. — 1 pray ^ou, }omig iiiun, tell me 
tliifi dream or \ ision of y ours 

With all my heart, sir," said Wildraki* — ^tlien addrt'ssing his 
patron, wdio hc^an to iuleifere, he said, " Tush, sir, jou lia\e had 
the discourse for an hour, and why should not 1 hold forth in my 
turn ! By this daikness, if }uu keip me silent any longer I will 
tuiii Independent preaclier, and stand up iii your desjijte for the 
freedom of private judgment. — And so, reverend sir, I was drcain- 
iiig of a carnal divertisement called a biill-liaitmg ; ninl mothongiit 
they were \enturing dogs at head, as inerrih as e*er 1 saw them 
at Tulhury liiill-niniiiiig ; ainl methought I heard some one sav, 
there was tlie D<*v'il come to ha\e a sight of the bull-ring Well, 
1 thought that, gadswoons, I woiihl luivt^ a pee]i at Ins Infernal 
Majesty. So J looked, and there was a butcher in greasy wool- 
len, with h IS steel hy his sidt ; but lie was none of the Devil. 
And there w’as a drunkoii cavalier, with his mouth full of oaths, 
and his stomach full of omptmess, and a gold-laced waistcoat in 
a very dilapn'iated eoiiditioii, and a ragged hat, with a pu'ce of a 
leather in it; and he was none ot the Devil ncitlier And here 
was a miller, his hands dusty with mc*a1, and every atom of it 
stohm . and there was a vintner, his green apron stained with 
wine, and every drop oi it sopliisiicati il , but neither was the old 
gontleman I looked for to be deteet<>d among tliese artisans of 
iniquity. At length, sir, J saw a gra^e person with cropped hair, 
a pair of longisli and projeeiiiig ear->. a band as broad as a slob- 
bering bib under his chin, a brown coat surmounted hy a Geneva 
cloak, and 1 had old Nicholas at once in his genuine parapher- 
nalia, by 

“ Shame, sliame 1" said Colonel E\crai*d. "What! behave 
thus to an old gentleman and a divine ! 

“ Nay, lot him proceed,” said the minister, with perfect equa- 
nimity, “ if thy irieiid, or secretary, is gibing, I must have less 
|iaticiicc than becomes my profesHum, if 1 could not bear an idle 
jest, and forgive him who makes it. Or if, on the other liand, 
the Enemy has really piHisciitcd himself to the young man in such 
a guise as lie intimates, w hercfi»ro should we be surprised that he, 
who can take upon him the form of an angel of light, should he 
able to assume that of a frail and peccable mortal, whose siuntual 
calling and profession ought, indeed, to induce him to make his 
life an example to others ; hut whose conduct, nevertheless, such 
is the imperfection of our iinasMsted nature, sometimes ratliex 
preeeuto us with a warning of what wc sliuuld shun I ” 

" Now, by the mass, honest dominie — 1 mean reverend sir — 
I crave you a thousand pardons,” said Wildrake, penetrated by 
the quietness and patience of the presbyter's rebuke. " By St. 
George, if quiet patience will do it, thou art fit to play a game 
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at foils witli the De\il liiinhelf, anil 1 would be contented to hold 
htakcH ” 

As lip eonehided an apology, A\lncli was eerlainly not unenUed 
for, and set'iued tii be receivt'd in perfectly Koiid part, the_\ ap- 
proached so close lo tlie exterior door of tin* Lodpe, that they 
were etiallenf^ed with the eTii]ili:it]c Stanri^ b\ a s<*iitiricl who 
mounted /:^iard there, ('obiind Excrard replied, ft mat, and 
the si'ntinel repeating liih coniinaiid, *• Stand, friend,’* proeceded 
to call the eorporal ol the ^uard The vorporal came forth, and 
at the same tune turned out liis f^iard. C’olouol E\ erard gavo 
Ins name aiul d< sijrnalion, as well as those of Ins eimipuninns, on 
whieh the corjior.il said, “ he doubted not theie would be orders 
for his mutant admission ; but, in tlie hrst place, [Master Tom- 
kins must be poiiMilteil, that he niii;ht leani their linnmir’s mind '* 
** Ilow', bir said the Colonel, *' do xoii, knowing; wrho 1 am, 
jiresumo to keeji me on the outside of ,>our ]>ost 1” 

“ Not if xoiir honour pleases to enter,” said the eorpoml, 
and undtTtakcs to be my wurrunt,> ; but such are the ordcisof 
my p'ist.*' 

*• Nay, then, do }onr duty,'* saiil the Colonel; “ but are the 
eavaliers up, or xxliat is the matter, that jou keep so cloMe and 
strict a watch *** 

The follow ga>o no diatinct auHwer, but muttered between hiH 
mustaches bornething about the Enemy, .md the roaring Lion who 
gof'th about seeking wliom be may dex our. rr<‘sently afterwanls 
Tomkinn appiared, followed by two aerxniitK, l>eariiig lights in 
gi'eat standing brass candlesticks. The*} marched before Colonel 
Kverard and his part} , keeping as close to eaeli other as two cloven 
of the same orange, and starting from time to time ; and shoulder- 
ing as they piused tlirough sundry intricate fiasbages, they U*d up a 
large and auijile woodeii Rtairea'4.*, the banisters, rail, and lining of 
wdnch were executed in black oak, and finally into a long saloon, 
or parlour, where there wa.M a pnaligious fire, and about tw'elvo 
candles of the largest size distributed iii sconces against the w'all. 
There were seated the CommisBioners, who now held m their 
power the ancient mansion and royal domain of Woodstock. 

CHAPTER XI. 

The bloody bear, an independent hoaiit, 

l^nlick'd to tfirms, in groans hm hate exprcM^d— 

Next him the buflooti ape, m atheibtH vk. 

U muck'd all sects, and bad hw own to choose. 

Hind and Panther. 

Th£ strong H^t in tlie parlour which we have described, 
served to enablb Evorard easily to recognise his acquaintances, 
Beeborough, Harrison, and Bletson, who had assembled round 
an oak table of large dimensions, placed near the blazing chim- 
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ncy, on which were arranger! wine, and ale, and ni«itGrialH fur 
Hraoking, then the gi'iieral indulgeiirc of the time. 1'here v\a8 a 
Kpecies of ninvahlo cupboard ai‘t betwixt the table and tlie door, 
calculated origiiiall\ fur a display of plate upon grand occasions, 
blit at jiresent only used as a screen ; which purpose it scried so 
effectually, that, ere he bad coasted aruuiid it, Iheraul lu'ard tlie 
following fragment of what Desborougli w'as saving, in Ins strong 
coarse voice:— “ Sent him to sliarr* with us, IVc warrant ye— It 
was always his Excellency my brotber-in-l.i\v’s w'a\ — it he made 
a treat for live fru*nds, ho would iiiMto more than the table could 
hold — 1 ha\o know'ii him ask throe men to eat two eggs/' 

“Hush, hush,’* said llh'tson; and the servants making their 
^pearauee from behind the tall ciiphoard, announced Culcuicl 
Everard. It may not hr* unintercstuig to the reader to have a 
description of the party into which he now entered. 

Desborougli was a stout, bull-utx‘ked man, ol middle-size, with 
heavy vulgar features, grizzlc<l bushy eyebrows, and walleyes. 
The flourish of lus powerfulrelatne's fortunes had burst forth iii 
the finery of his dress, which was much more' ornaim^nted than was 
usual aiiKing the rouiullu ads. There w'as embroidery on hib 
cloak, and lace upon his band ; his hat disi>layed a leather with a 
golden clasp, and all liis liahilimeiitb were those of a cavdlier, or 
follower of the court, rather tlian tho plain dress of a ]mrlianien* 
turian officer. Dut, Heaven knows, there was little of eonrtlike 
grace or dignity m the person or demi'anour of the individual, 
who became his fmo suit ub tin* hog uii the sign-post does Ins 
gilded armour. It wxis not tliat he was positively deformed, or 
iiiishaped, for, taken in detail, the figure wras well enough. But 
his limbs seemed to act upon (btfereut and contradictory princi- 
ples. They were not, os the play says, m a concatenation accord- 
>"?ly ; — the right hand moved as li it were upon bad tGnn.s with 
the left, and the legs bliowed an iuclinatiuu to foot it m different 
and opposite directions. In short, to use an extravagant compa- 
rison, the members of Colonel Desborougli seemed rather to n*- 
semblu the disputatious rc'prcsentativcH of a letlerativo congress, 
than the well-ordered union of the orders of the state, in a film 
and well-compacted monarchy, where each holds his own place, 
and all obey tho dictates of a common head. 

(rcncral Harrison, the second of the Commissioners, was a tall, 
thin, middlc-agod man, who had risen into his high situation in 
the army, and bis intimacy witli Cromwell, by his dauntless cou- 
rage ill the field, aud the popularity ho liad acquired by his ex- 
alted enthusiasm amongst the military saints, scctaises, and In- 
dependents, who composed tho strongtli of the existing army. 
Harrison was of mean extraction, and bred up to his father’s em- 
ployment of a butcher. Nevertheless, his appearance, though 
coarse, was not vulgar, like that of Desborough, who had so much 
the advantage of him in birth and education. He had a mascu- 
line height and strength of figure, was well made, and in his man- 
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announcnd a roupli military character, vhieli mifrlit bo f^-arwl, 
hut could not casilv liccrniic the <ihjuct of contempt or ridicule. 
Eiis aijuiliiic nose' mid dai k h1af*K set off to aonio advantajtc a 
wjuntenance othorumo irrc;;iiLir, and the wild enthusiasm that 
soinotmu's sparIJed in them as he diluted on liin opinions to 
others, and often scs'ini'd t'» sluinher under his long dark eyelashes 
as lie mused upon thisii hiiiiM'lf, t^a^e soniethiii^ strikingly ^ild, 
and e\eu nobli t<» Iiis aspeet Jle mils one of the chief leaders 
of thos«* Mho weie eallisl Fifth-Moiiarehv men, >^ho, Koini; e^ell 
beyond tin* i ril fanntieism of the a^e, ]>resuniptuous)y intcr- 
]>rctL'il llie li.iok of tin* Keielations after fin ir oMii iuiicjes, cou- 
Riileied that tlie Hieoiifl Ad%ent of the Messiah, and the Milieu 
mum, or reign of the Saints upon earth, was close at hand, and 
that they thiMiiwh es, illui!iinateil,as tlu\v believed, m ith the poMer 
of forv‘MM ing tht‘su a]»pi*«Mclung e\euts, were the chosen iiistrii- 
monts for the establi*.hineiit c»f tlie New Ki ign, or Fifth Mo- 
iian'liy, as n was ejlled, and wen* fated also to >Mn itH honours, 
whether ci*les1ial or teiTestriah 

When this spirit of rsitliusiasm, which oj»erated like a partial 
insanity, was not inimediati'ly affecting Harrison ’h niiud, hu was 
a shrew'd worldly luun, and a good soldier; one who iiiihsed no 
opportunity of meiiding lus iortiiiu*, and who, in e\{)ectmg the 
evaltatiun of the Fifth Monarch}, was, in the meanwhile, a read} 
im^trunient for the ostahlishinent of flu* Lord Geiierars siijire* 
niacy. Whetlior it was owing to liis t'lirJ} ficciii>ution, and habits 
of indiffenmcf* to pain or bloodshed ncfpiin*d in the shambles, to 
natural disposition and want of fi*e]iiig, or, finally, to the awa- 
kened character of Ins entliusiasm, which ina»le him look upon 
those w’ho opposed Inni, as opposing the Divine will, and there- 
fore neriiing no favour or merev, is not easy ti> say; hut all 
agreed, that attt*r a victory, or the successful fitorm of a town, 
Harris/Jii was one of the most ciniel and pitiless men in Cromweiru 
army ; alwai a urging some misapplied text to authorise the cuii- 
tiniied execution of the fugitives, and sonietiinea e\en putting to 
death those who had sun’cndered thenibcUes firiHoners, It was 
said, that at times the recollection of some of those cruelties trou- 
bled ins conscience, and disturbed Hic dreams of bcatificalion in 
which his imagination indulged. 

"When Everard entered the apartment, this true representative 
of the fanatical soldiers of tlie day, wdio filled those ranks and re- 
giments which Croznw'cll had politically kept on foot, w'hde ho 
procured the reduction of Uicsc in which the Presbyterian inte- 
rest predominated, was seated a little apart from the others, his 
legs crossed, and stretched out at length towards the fire, his head 
resting on hib elbow, and turned upwards, as if btudying, with 
the most profound gravity, the half-seen carving of the f^thic 
poof. 

Bletson remains to be mentioned, who, in person and figure, 
was diametrieslly different from the other two. Thr le was nei* 
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ther fopiKJry nor slovoiilnicsR in liis extorior, nor had Ik* any 
marks of military sorAirt* or rank uhont hiH porsnii. A small 
walking rapior spenifd inrn*Iv w'orn as a hadgo of his rank as a 
gentleinaiu mtlioul liis hand liaviug tlir least purpose of becom- 
ing acquainted with the hilt, or his e\e with the blade. Ills 
countenance va.s thin and acute, marked with lines wliii h thought 
rather than age had traced up<in it ; and a habitual sneer on his 
ismntenaiice, oven when least wishisl to express eonteiiiptun his 
featun‘s, seemed to assure the individual .idilressed, that in lilet- 
nnii he eoiiversed with a person ctf iiilellt'ct far superior to liis 
OW 71 . This w'as a ti'iuiuph of intellect onlj, liowever ; for on all 
occasions of difference respecting speeuliuivo oiunions, and in- 
deed on all control ersies wiiat&oe\er, Ulotson avoided the ulti- 
mate iiiiiti of blow's and knocks. 

Yet this peaceful gentleman had found hiinst If obliged to siTve 
personall\ m the Parliamentary army at the eoinmencement of 
the Ci\il War, till happening unhiekih to come in eontaet with 
the fiery Prince liup(*rt, liis retreat was pidged so precipitate, 
that it nH]uir(‘d all the shelter Ins fm'iids eoiild afford, to keep 
him fn'o of an impeachment or a eourt-niartiul ihit as Hlctsoii 
spoke well, an<l w'lth great effect in the House of roinmuiis, which 
was hi8 natural 8[iherc, and was on that aeeoiint high in the esti- 
mation of his party, Ins behaviour at Edgehill was juissed over, 
and he continued to take an active share in all the political events 
of iliat bustling period, though he faced not again tiic actual front 
of war. 

Blctson's theoretical politics had long inclined him to espouse 
the opinions of Harrington and others, who adopted the visionary 
idea of establishing a pure democratical i’e]>ublic in so extensive 
a country as Britain. This was a rash theory, where there is 
such an infinite difierence betwixt ranks, habits, education, and 
morals — ^where there is such an immense disproportion betwixt 
the wealth of indnldiials — and where a large portion of the in- 
habitants consists of the inferior classes of the largo towns and 
manufacturing districts — ^mon unfitted to bear that share in the 
direction of a state, which must be exercised b> the members of 
a republic in the proper sense of the word. Accordingly, as soon 
as tlio experiment was made, it became obvious tliat no such 
form of government could be adopted witli the smallest chance 
of stability ; and the question came onl} to be, whether the rem- 
nant, or, as it was vulgarly called, the Kump of the Long Parlia- 
ment, now reduced by the seclusion of so many of the members 
to a few scores of persons, should continue, iu spite of their un- 
popularity, to rule the affairs of Britain! Whether they should 
east all loose by dissolving thcmselveE^ and issuing writs to con- 
voke a new Parliament, the composition of which no one could 
snsw'er for, any more than for the measures they might take 
when aasembMl Or lastly, Whetlier Cromwell, as ac^tnally 
happened, was not to throw the sword into tho balance, and 
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boldly po«4ftORfi hinivdf of that power which the remnant of the 
I’arhainent weiv unable to Indd, and >id afraid to n*sitpi * 

Such bc.iiii' the of jmrtics the rjiuiiiMl of State, m distri- 
buting the ^(lod thiin^s in llieir I'lfl, endeavoured to soothe and 
pratff> tin :inn\, a*' a heirnar flinj^s crusts to a urouliii" niastiif. 
In this view JJeshoroii;;!! had l>eeii created a Coniniissuuicr in 
tile Woodstock matter to gratify iVonnvell, Harrison to sootlie 
the tieree I'll'tli-Moii.ircli^^ men, and Ulebaoii ai5 a hinccn.' repub- 
lican, ami one of tin ir own le;neii. 

Hut if thf'N supposed llletson had the least intention of heconi- 
iii}:' a martyr to his r(‘]»ubhi.auisiii, or suhniittiiii' to any serioun 
loss on acionnt of it, iht^y innch mistook the iimii. Me enter- 
tained tluir prim iples siiieer»*l\, and not the less that they were 
found iiri»iaetieahie ; for tlw iiiiscaiTiai;e oi Ins experiment lio 
more converts tlie ^lolitieul speculator, than the explosion of a 
retort undeceives an alchemist. But Btetson w'as quite prepared 
to siihmit to Croinwi II, <ir any oni‘ else who mi^'ht he possess<Ml 
of tile actual authority, lie was a readv subject in juactiee to 
the jioweis cxistmt;, and made little diffi reiici* betwixt various 
kinds of t'<ivernnit‘iit, hohlin;; in tinory all to be nearly equal lu 
inilierfeetion, so so<m as they diM*r|Ted from the model of Har- 
rini^toii’b (leeaiia t’romw'cll had already hc«*n tam]>eriiifij with 
him, like wax Ik tween his fiiiffcr and thiiinh, and whicdi he was 
ready ahortly to seal with, smilinj' at the ^niie time to liimscdf 
when he beheld tho Council of State ^jiviiig rewards to Bletson, 
as tluir faithful adheis'iit, while he liimsLlf wa-* secure of hiK 
aneg:iaiice, liow Koon soever the expeetisl change of govomincnt 
bhoiild take place. 

But Hletsoii was still more attached to Ihh metaphysical than 
liiu poht’cal creed, and earned Ins doctrincH of the jicrfectibility 
of maukind as far a-s lu* did those re.spi*cting the csmceivablo pc^r- 
fection of a iiukIoI of gov ernmciit ; and as in the one case he de- 
clared against all jiowiu* which ibd not emanate from the people 
themselves, so, in hin moral speculations, be was unwilling to refer 
any of the phenomena fd nature* to a final cause. When pushed, 
indeed, very hard, Bleison w’as compelled tt> mutter some inarti- 
culate and iinvt'*h''"l.lf hictrincs concerning an jfJttimus Mundi, 
or Creative I' i> il ■ works of Nature, by which blie origi- 

nally called into exi-ntcnce, and btill continues to preserve, her 
works. To this power, ho said, some of tlie purest metaphysi- 
cians rendered a certain degree of homage ; nor was he himself 
inclined absolutely to cciihurc those*, who, by the institution of 
holydays, choral dances, bongs, and harmlcbs feasts and libations, 
might be disposed to celebrate the great goddess Nature ; at 
leM dancing, singing, feasting, and sporting, being comfortable 
tilings to both young and old, they might as well sport, dance, 
and feast, in honour of such appointed holydays, as under any 
other pretext. But then this moderate show of religion was to 
be practised under such exceptions as are admitted by the High- 
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fvato oath ; and no one wan to be compelled to dance, drink, bing, 
or feaht, whose taste did not hapyien hi incline them to sucli 
divertiHcments ; nor was any one to he obliged to worship the 
creative ^wer, whether under the name of the jI nimus 3 / unih^ 
or any oUier whatsoever. The niterferencp of the Deity in tlie 
affairs of mankind he entirely disowned, having proved to hin 
own satisfaction that the idea originated entirely in priestcraft. 
Ill short, with the shadowy mctaiiliysical exception aforesaid, 
Mr. Joshua Bletson of Darlington, raemher for Littlecreed, caxiio 
us near the predicament of an atiieist, as it is perliaps possible 
for a man to do. But we saj' this with the nt^cossary salvo ; for 
we have known many like Bletson, whose curtains have been 
shrew dly shaken by sii|)erstitioii, though their fears were unsanc- 
tioncd by any religious faitli. The devils, wc arc assured, believe 
and tremble ; but on earth there arc many, who, in worse plight 
than even the natural childien of perdition, tremble witliout be- 
lieving, and fear even while they blaspheme. 

It follows, of course, that nothing could he treated with more 
scorn by Mr. Bletson, tlian the debates about Trclacy and i*rcs- 
bytery, about Presbytery and Independency, about Quakers and 
Anabaptists, Muggletnniaus and Brownists, and all the various 
sects with which the Civil War liad commenced, and by which 
its dissenMons were still continued. It was,*’ he said, ** as if 
beasts of burden should quarrel amongst themselves about the 
faslnon of their haltcu's and pack-saddles, instead of embracing a 
favourable opportunity of throwmig them aside.'’ Other witty and 
pithy I'eniarks he used to make w'hen time and place suited ; for 
instance, at the club called the Rota, frequented by St. John, and 
established by Harrington, for the free discussion of i>oliticai and 
religious subjects. 

But when Bletson was out of this academy, or stronghold of 
nhilosoph} , he w'os very cautious how' he carri^ his contempt of 
the general prejudice in favour of religion and Christianity fur- 
ther than an implied objection or a sneer. If he had an oppor- 
tunity of talking in private with on lugeiiiuus and intelligent 
youth, he sometimes attempted to make a proselyte, and allowed 
much address in bribing the vanity of inexperience, by buggest- 
ing that a mind like his ought to spurn the i>rejudices iinprebsed 
upon it in cliildhood ; and when absuming the latui daws of rea- 
son, asBuring him that such as he, laying aside the bulla of juvenile 
incapacity, as Bletson called it, should proceed to examine and 
decide for himself. It frequently iiappened, that the y outh was m- 
dueed to adopt the doctrines m whole, or in part, of the sage who 
had seen his natural genius, and who had urged him to exert it in 
examining, detecting, and declaring for himself ; and thus flattery 
gave proaelytes to infidelity, which could not have been gained 
by all the powerful eloquence or artful sophistry of the iuftdeL 
* l%08e attempts to extend the influence of what was called free- 
thinking and philosophy, were carried on, as we have hinted, with 
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a caution dictated by the timidity of the pliilo&opher’s diRpoBiticni. 
He 'was conscious his doctrines were suspected, and his proceed- 
ings watched, by tlic two principal sects of I'relatists and Pn*sb\ - 
torians, who, however inimical to each other, were still more hos- 
tile to one who was an opisment, not only to a church establish- 
ment of any kind, but to every denomination of Christianity He 
ftiuiid it more easy to shroud himself among the Independents, 
w'hose deiiiands were for a general lilierty of conscience, or an 
uiihniited tolei*ation, and whose faith, differing in all respects mid 
jiarticulars, was by suine pushed into such wild errors, as to get 
totall> be} ond the bouiida of every species of Christiariit} , and 
approach very near to infidelity itself, as extremes of each kind 
are said to aiiproach each otlier. Blctson mixed a good deal 
among those sectaries; and such w^as his confidence in his own 
logic and address, that he is supposed to have entertained hopes 
of bringing to his opinions in time the enlhiisiastic Vane, as well 
as the no less enthuHiastic Harrison, provided ho could but get 
them to resign their visioiis of a Fifth Monarchy, and induce them 
to be contented with a reign of Philosophers in England for the 
natural period of their lives, instead of the reign of the Saints 
during the Millennium. 

Such was the singular group into which Everard was now m 
troducod; ahow'uig, m their various opinions, upon how many 
devious coasts human nature may make shipwreck, when she has 
once let go her hold on the anchor which religion has given her 
to lean ii|>on ; the acute bclf-concnt and worldly learning of Jllet- 
Rcm — ^the rash and ignorant conclusions of the fierce and under- 
bred Harrison, leading them into the opposite ('xtremes of enthu- 
siasm and infidelity, w'hile Desborougli, constitutionally stupid, 
thought nothuig about religion at all ; and while the others were 
active in making sail on different but equally erroneous courses, 
he might be said to perish like a vessel, w'hich springs a leak and 
founders in tlie roadstead. It was wonderful to behold what a 
strange variety of mistakes and errors, on the part of the King 
and his Mmisters^ on tiie part of the Parliament and their leader^, 
on the part of the allied kingdoms of Scotland and England to- 
wards each other, had combmed to rear up men of such danger- 
ous opinions and interested characters among the arbiters of the 
destiny of Britain. 

Those who argue for party's sake, will see all the faults on tlie 
one side, without deigning to look at thrise on the other ; those 
who study history for instruction, will perceive that nothing but 
the want of concession on either side, and tlie deadly height to 
which the animouty of the King's and Parliament’s parties had 
arisen, could have so tot^ly overthrown the weli-poi^ balance 
of the English constitution. But we hasten to quit political re- 
fiec^Ds, the rather that ouzb, we believe, will please neither 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Thru tnTTn a Collcqc*— an tou pivi-* un four, 

L(‘t liim hi<4 Hhare with him 

BF4t MONT and FLBTCUbR 

Mil. Bli Ison aroso ami paid his respects to Colonel Everard, 
with the east' and couitesy of a freiitleniaii of tin* time; though 
on every acvouiit grieved at his nitniHion, as a religious luaii nho 
held his iVee-thinKini' principles m di testation, and would effee- 
ttially pre\(*T»t his coii\ersif>n of Jlarnsoii, and oven of Des- 
horon^h, if any thin" could he mouhh'd out of such a clod, to the 
worship oi the yiuiinub Mumli, MonM)\er, Bletsou knew E\e- 
raril to be a man of steady (irohih, and !>} no nu'aiis disposed to 
I'losi* witli a selienu' on which he* had sum'Nstull\ sounded the 
other two, .tnd which was ealciilatfsl to assun' the (*ominissioneri:i 
of hoiiii' little ])ri\ate iiuleniiuheation for the trouble they A\ere to 
i;i\e themselves in the public business. The philosopher was \et 
less pleased, w hen he saw the maoistrate and the pastor who had 
met him in his fliijlit of the pn*c€»din" eveiiiiij', ai lM*n he liad been 
seen, painui non ititf nUtta, witli cloak and doublet left beluiid 
him 

The presence of Colonel Everard was as unpleasinj; to Dcb- 
borriuith as to Bletson ; but the ionniT having no pliilobophy in 
him, nor an idea that it was possible for any man to resist helping 
himself out of untold monc»y, was chii*lly eiiibarrassed by the 
thought, lliat tlie plumler which they might be able to achievo 
out of their trust, might, by this unwelcome addition to their 
number, bo divuled into four ports insU'ad of three ; and tins re- 
tiectiou added to the natural awkwardness with which he grumbled 
forth a sort of wilcoine, addressed to Ktorord. 

As for Harrison, he reinamed like one on higher thoughts in- 
tent ; his posture nmuoved, his eyes fixed on tlie ceiling as before, 
and in no wa^ iiidieatiiig tho least consciousness that the company 
had been more than doubled around him. 

Meantime, Everard took his place at the table, as a man who 
assumed his own right, and pointed to his companions to sit down 
neai’er the foot of the board. Wildrake so far misunderstood his 
signals, as to sit down above tlio Mayor; but rallying his recol- 
lection at a look from his patron, he mst' and took his place 
lower, w'histliiig, however, as he went, a sound at which the com- 
pany stared, as at a freedom highly unbecoming. To complete 
nis indecorum, ho sc^ized upon a pii^c, and hlliug it from a large 
tobacco-box, w'as soon immersed in a cloud of his own raising ; 
from which a luind slioitly after emerged, seized on the hlack- 
jaefc of ale, withdrew it within the vapoury sanctuary, and, after 
a potential draught, replaced it upon the table, its owner begiuiing 
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to renew the cloud wliicli his iiitennitlod c\crciso of the tub** liad 
almost uIIoulmI to sub^ulo. 

N<»body made* an\ observation on his conduct, out of respect, 
pTobabl>, to Ciiloiicl crard, who bit his lip, but continued silent ; 
aware tlint censure inii'ht evliact some esca]*ride iinire iinis|uivo- 
cally ch»iracti‘ristic oi a ca^^tlu•l, fioin his rcfv.ictoij coin]ianioii 
Ah sileiKM' .seemed aw b ward, and the olht'rs ma<le no ailvances to 
break It, bevond the ordinary saint. ition, Colonel Eveiard at 
Jexi«*t1i s.aid, 1 jireMiiue, gejitlemeii, that jou are somewhat sur- 
prised atinyarriial here, and thus intruding m^seJi iiiiojour 
meeting; i *’ 

Wiiy the dii'kens shriuld wc he suii»risi‘d, Coloin 1 C* said 
Desboroii^h ; “ w'e know liis E\eellcnej , brother-in-l.iw Noll'h 
--1 imaii my L»ird Cminwtirs wa\, of f>\er-tiH.iiteriiif; liis men 
in the towns lie inarches through. Thou hast obtained a shan* in 
our cominissKui 

“ And in that,'* siiid Bletson, sTnilin^ ami iKAvinp, “ the I^oid- 
<3encral lia- i,m\ eii us the must acceptable culli'ai^iu* tlial could have 
been addid to our number. No doubt ^ollr authority for juinin" 
with ns must be under warrant of the Coiimol of Stati 

*■ Of that, gentlemen,'* said the Colonel, 1 will pr/ eiitlv ad- 
vise ;)ou,‘' — He took out liis warrant aeeordiii*;^ , and was about 
to communicate the i-onteiits; but observing; that there* wt'n 
three or four half-i'injity fiasks upon the lalde, that l)c*sboron;;b 
looked more stiijnd than UBiiiil, and that the philosopher *b tves 
were r«'ehii/r in his head, nutwithstundiii;; tin teiiip(>runec< of 
Blet.suirB usual habits, Jie cruicJiided that tin*} liad )uh*ii forLifyiit;r 
tJieinsclvi's atramst tlu'horrom of the haunted mansion, by luyni;; 
ill a store of what is called Dm eh eourai'c, and llicrtfu’e pru- 
dently rcsolvoil to ]>o‘'tjKinc Jus more iniporiant busmefis with 
them till the eooh*r hour of niomnu;. He, therefoie, iiistr*ad vf 
prcscntin;:; the Heueral*s warrant suj.frsid n*: ihi*ir coinmissiuu, 
contented hiriiself with rejdyiii^, — “ Aly buHiriess has, of coiir*^e, 
some reference to y our proceedings here. But here is — t \cns( 
my cunoRity — a revert*nd gentleman," pointing to Iloldi^iiougli, 
“ who has told me that y'ou are so slraiigely einbarrasst»d here, 
as to require 1>otlt the ci\i] and spiritual authority to enable you 
to keep posst*hsion of Woodstock.** 

Before we go into that matter,*’ said Bletson, Musliiiig up to 
the cy os at the recollection of Ins owm fears, so iiiauifc'StJy dis- 
played, yet HO inconsistent with his principles, “ 1 should like ti) 
know’ wlio this other .stranger is who lias conn* with tlie w’Diiiliy 
magistrate, and the no less worthy Prefthyteriaiir* 

“ Meaning me *'* said Wildrake, laying hiH piiio apide; “ Gad- 
zooks, the time hath been that 1 could have answered the question 
with a better title ; but at present I am only his honour’s poor 
clerk, or secretary, whiebe^ or is the current phrase.** 

“ ’Fort' George, my lively blade, thou art a frank fellow of thy 
tattle,” said Desborougb. ** There is my secretary Tomkins, 
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whom men sillily enough call Fibbct, and the hononrable Lieii< 
ionant’Geiieral Manison'R secretary J^ibbet, who are now at 
supper below stairs, that durst not for their ears speak a phraso 
above their breath in the presence of their betters, unless to 
answer a question.” 

^ Yes, (Colonel Kverard,” said the philosopher with his quiet 
smile, glad, apparently, to divert the convi'rsation from the topic 
of last iiiglit's alarm, and recollections which humbled his self- 
love and self-satisfaction , — “ yes ; and when Master Fibbet and 
Master Bibbel do speak, their ailirmations are as mudi in a coni- 
nion mould of mutual attestation, as their names would accord in 
tlie versi's of a poet. If Master Fibbet happens tr> tell a fiction, 
Mastt'r Ilibbet swears it as truth. If Master Bibbet chances to 
have gotten drunk in the fear of the Lord, Master Fibbet swears 
he is sober. T have called my ovrn secretary Gibbet, though his 
name cliaiicos to lie only Gibcon, a w'orthy Israelite at your ser- 
vice, but as pui-e a youth as ever picked a Iamb-bone at Paschal. 
But 1 call him Gibbet, merely to make u]i the holy trefoil witli 
aiiotlier rhyme. This squire of thine, Colonel Everard, looks as if 
ho might be worthy to be couph^d with the rc'st of the fraternity.” 

Not 1, truly,” said the ca\ alter; “ I’ll be coupled with no 
Jew that was over whelped, and no Jew’oss i«*ithcr.” 

^ Scorn not for tlmt, young man,” said the pliilosophor ; " tlie 
Jews are, in point of religion, the older brethren, you know.” 

** The Jew'S older than the Christians^” said Desborough, 
“ Tore George, tliey will liave thee before the General Assembly , 
Blutson, if thou venturest to say so,” 

Wildrake laughed without ceremony at the gross ignorance of 
Desborough, and was joined by a sniggling response from behind 
the cupboard, which, when inquired into, proved to be produced 
by the serving-men. These worthies, timorous as their betters, 
when they were supposed to have left the room, had only with- 
drawn to their present place of concealment. 

“ flow now, ye rogues,” said Bletson, angrily ; do you not 
know your duty better? ” 

“ We beg your wortliy honour’s pardon,” said one of the men, 
“ but we dared not go down stairs without a light.” 

"A light, ye cowardly poltroons?” said the philosopher; 
“ what — ^to show which of you looks palest when a rat squeaks < 
— but take a candlestick and begone, you cowardly villains ! the 
devils you are so much afraid of must be but paltry kitei^ if they 
hawk at such bats as you are.” 

The servants, witliout replying, took up one of the candlestickR, 
and prepared to retreat, Trusty Tomkins at the head of the troop, 
when suddenly, as they arrived at the door of the parlour, w'hich 
had been left half open, it was shut violently. The three terri- 
fied domestics tumbled back into the middle of the room, as if a 
shot had been dischaxged in their face, and all who were at tlie 
table started to tiieir feet 
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Colonel Everard was incapable of a moment’s fear, e\cii if any 
thing frightful had hecii bt^oii ; but he remained stationary , lo him* 
uh^t his companions would do, and to get at the bottom, li pos- 
sible, uf the cause of their alarm upon an occasion so trifling 
The fihilosopluT seemed to think that Ac was the person cliietiy 
concerned to show manhood on the occasion. 

>le walked to the door accordingly, murmuring at the cow'ard- 
icc of the servants ; hut at such a snail’s pace, tliat it sec^meil he 
would most willingly have been anticipated by any one wlumi his 
reproaches had rousc^l to exertion. “ Cowardly blockheads *" he 
said at last, seizing hold of the handle of thu door, hut without 
turning it effectually round — dare you not open a door?" — 
(still luinhling with the lock) — dare you not go down a stair- 
case without a light? Here, bring me tho candle, you cowardly 
villains ' — lly Ifeavcn, something sighs on the outside 

As lie spoke, he let go the handle of the fiarlnur door, and slop- 
ped Viack a pace or two into tlic apartment, with checks as pale as 
the band he wore. 

“ Deins atijutor meus said tho Presbyterian clergyman, rising 
from hiH seat. “ Give place, sir,” addressing Bletson ; “ it would 
seem I know more of this matter than thou, aud I blcsb Heuvi'ii 
I am armed for the conhiet.” 

Bold as a grenadier about to mount a breach, yet with the same 
belief m the existence of a great danger to be encountered, as well 
as the same reliance in tin* gnoduoss of liis cause, the w'urthy man 
stepped before the philosophical illetson, and taking a light from 
a sconco in one hand, <juit*tly opened the door with the other, and 
standing in the threshold, said, Here is nothing ' ” 

“ And who expected to sec any thing,” said Blctson, “except- 
ing those terrified oafs, who take fright at every purf of wind that 
whistles through the passages of this old dungeon ^ ” 

Mark you, Master Tomkins,” said oiio of the waiting-men in 
a whisper to the steward , — ** See liow' boldly the minister pressed 
forward before all of them. Ah ! Master Tomkins, our parson is 
the real commissioned ofheer of the church — your lay-preachers 
are no better than a fiarccl of club-mcn and volunteers.” 

“ Follow me those who list,” said Master Uoldenough, “ or go 
before me those who choose, I will walk through the liabitable 
iplaocs of this house before I leave it, and satisfy myself wdictlier 
Satan hath really mingled himself among these dreary dens of 
ancient wickedness, or whether, like the wicked of wlioin holy 
David spcaketli, we are afraid, and flee when no one pursueth.” 

Harrisou, who had heard tlicse words, sprung from his seat, 
and drawing his sword, exclaimed, “ Were there as many fleuds 
in the house as there are hairs on my head, upon this cause 1 will 
charge them up^to their very trenches 1 ” 

So saying, he brandislied his weapon, and pressed to the head 
of tho column, where ho moved side by side with the minister. 
The Mayor of Woodstock next joined the body, thinking himself 
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vafer perhaps in the company of his pastor ; and the ^\]iole train 
moved forward in cIoho oilier, accompanied bytlie servants bear- 
ing lights^ to search the Lodge for soint^ cause of that ]>amc with 
which they seemed to be sudileidy pei/ed. 

“ Nay, take me with you, iny fneinK,'* said Colonel Everard, 
who had looked on in surjinse, and was now about to follow the 
party, wiieii J31etsun laid hold ou his cloak, and begged him to 
remain. 

“ You see, my good Colom'l,” he said, affecting a courage 
which his shaking M lice liched, here are only ou and I and 
honest Desborougli loft Iwdiiiid m garrison, wlnle all the others 
are absent on a willy. We must not hazard the whole troops iii 
one sortie — that were umuihtar>— lla, ha, ha !” 

“In the name of Heaven, what meuns all tins?" said Everard. 

I heard a ioohsh tale about apparitions as X came this w'a,^, 
and now 1 find you all hall mad with fear, and cainiot get a wor{j 
of sense among so many of yon. Fie, Colunel l>t‘sl)or<iugli — fie. 
Master Dletson — try to eompiise yoursidves, and let me know, in 
Ueaveirs naiiie,tht' eaust* of all this disturbaiiee. One would be 
apt to think your Inains w«Te turiioil.” 

“ And HO mine well may,” said iJesboroiigh, “ ay, and over- 
turned too, since my bt'd la-st night wiih tumid upside down, and 
J w aa placed for ten minutes heils 1 lppcm^^^t, and Iicad dowu- 
iiiopt, like a bullock going to be shod.” 

** ■\^Mlat mcaiiH this nonsense. Muster Blctsoii ? — Desborougli 
must have liad the iiightiiiare.” 

“ No, faith. Colonel ; the goblins, or whatever else they w’ere, 
had been favourable to lioncst Deshoroiigh, for they' reposed the 
whole of Ins person on that ]>avt of his body w'hich — Hark, did 
you not hear something 1 — is the central point of gravity , namely, 
his head.'* 

‘‘ Did you se» any tiling to aliurm you!” said the Colonel. 

** Nothing," baid Biel son ; ** but we heard hellish noises, as all 
our people did ; and 1, believing little of ghosts and apparitions, 
concluded tin. cavaliers were hiking us at advantage ; so, remem- 
bering ItainaboTough’H fate, I e'en jumped the window, and ran 
to Woodstock, to call tlie soldiers to the rc.scue of Xlarnson and 
Desborougli.” 

“ And did you not first go to see wdiat tho danger was ? ” 

Ah, my good friend, you forget tliat 1 laid down my com- 
mission at the time of the self-denying ordinance. It wouM have 
been quite inconsistent with my ilut) as a Parliament-man to be 
brawlbig amidst a set of ruffians, without any military authority. 
No — when the Parliament commanded mo to shcalli my sword, 
Golonei, I have too much veneration for their authority to be 
found again with it drawn in my hand.” 

But the Pai'liameut,” said Deshorough, hastily, did not 
comniaad you to uso your heels w'hen your hands could liavo 
saved a man from choking. Odds dickens ! you might have stop- 
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ped whcjii you sa^i my bed eant<‘d berls uppormoat, and mo half 
HtiHed in the bed-clotlios — \ou I Ba>, have Htopjtod and 

lent a hand to put it to n/^hts. in>^tcad of juinpin" out ot tlw' win- 
dow, like a ucw-bhuiii hheep, so suuii jib m)U had run across my 
room/’ 

“ Nay, worshipful Master DcshorouRh," paid Dletpon, winkinsr 
on K\erard, to “liow that In* was on hw thick -sculled col- 

leai^iie, “ how coulil I tell \«iiTr pnrliciiUr mode oi n posinjr 
then* are many tastes— J ha\( known men who slept by clnoct' 
on a slojn* or an^h* ol l»ij t>-fi\e/* 

“* Ves, hilt did I'ver a man sleep Ptandin^ on lus head, except 
liy niinicle I *' srtnl Desbomiicch. 

“ Now, as to miracles ^aid the |ihilo‘?oplier, confident in the 
premm^e of KveranI, h»*sules that an ojiportuniU of pcoffiii^ at 
religion really in some dei^ret* di\ertt'd his fear — 1 leave Ihesi 
out ol the quest i< 111, SLCiii^ lliat the oMilenee on such snbiects 
pecniH as little qualified to cair^ couMctiou art ii liorse-hair to 
land a leviathan/’ 

A hiud claji of thunder, or a noipc as fonnulahle, ranp through 
the Lodg<* as tin* scofitr liad ended, wliicJi strut k him pale and 
motionless, and made Desh(<r<>iiji;li throw hunsidi oiu his knt'trt, 
and rejM'ut excluuuitionsand praversm much sidinn ed coniusion 
There must he coiitriMinee lieie, * exclaimed Everard ; and 
pnatchin^ one of the candh*s trom a scoium*, ho riirthed out of the 
apartim*nt, litth* lieednif' the entitsities of t)ie plnlosopher, who, 
in tlio extremity of his distjess, coiijiired him by the ylnunm 
Muiuh to rcniuin to tin* a'^sishince id a distressed philosoplier 
endaiijjeri d hv witches, and a l*arhament-inan a*‘*^iilted hy rul- 
fians. As for l)e''>s»rouirh, he only leaped like a clown in a paii- 
tornirne; and, doiilitfiil whether to follow or stop, hi.s natural 
indolence pre\aih‘d, and lie sat still. 

When on the luiid)ii;'-p)aee ot the stairs, Everard paused a 
moment to ciyisider whieh was the liest course to take lie 
Inard the voices of men talkint; fast and loud, like people who 
wish to drown their fear*-, m the lowtr storey ; and aware tliat 
nothing could be iliscovere<l hy tho*>e wliost* eni^uiiies wort* con- 
ducted in a mauii<*r po noisy, he rf*solvetl to proceed in a tiiffereiit 
diroetion, and examine the M*coiitl floor, which he had now gamed. 

He had know'u every corner, both of the inhahitod and uniii> 
habited part of the mansion, and avaiU*d himself tif llio candle to 
tra\ersc tw'o or three intricate ]>a9sages, winch he wras afraid he 
niight not remember w ith Hiifficient accuracy. This movement 
conveyed him to a sort tif utl-de-ba'af^ an octagon vestibule, or 
small liall, from which various rooms opened. Amongst these 
doors, Everanl selected that which led to a very long, narrow, 
and dilapidated gallery, built in the time of Henry VI II., ud 
whieh, running along the whole south-west side of the building, 
communicated at different points with the rest of the mansion. 
This he thought was likely to be the post occupied hy those who 
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]|>ropo«.c(l to act the sprites upon tiie occasion ; especially as its 
lenj^th anil shape gave him some idea that it was a spot inhere 
the bold thunder might m many ways be imitated. 

Determined to ascertain the truth if possible, ho placed his 
light on a table in the vestibule, and applied himself to open the 
dour into the gallery. At this point ho found himself strongly 
opposed either by a bolt drawn, or, as he rather conceived, by 
somebody from witliin resisting his attem]>t. lie was induec'd to 
belii've tlie latter, because the resistance slaokcncd and was re- 
newed, like that of human strength, instead of presenting the 
permanent opposition of an inanimato obstacle. Though Kverard 
w^as a strong and active young man, he exhausted his strength in 
the vam attempt to open the door ; and liaving paused to take 
breath, was about to renew his efforts with foot and shoulder, and 
to c*all at the same tune for assistanec, when to his surprise, on 
again attempting tlie door more gently, in order to ascertain if 
possible where the strength of the opyiosiiig obstacle was situated, 
he found it give way to a very slight impulse, some impediment 
fell broken to the ground, and the door flew wide open. The gust 
of wind, occasioned by the sudden opening uf the door, blew out 
the candle, and Everard was k*lt in darkness, save where the 
moonshine, which the long side-row of latticed window's dimmed, 
could imperfectly force its way into tlic gallery, w'hich lay lu 
ghostly length before him. 

The melancholy and doubtful twilight was increased b> a 
'luantity of creoyiing plants on the outside, which, since all had 
been neglected in the«»e ancient halls, now completely overgrown, 
hail in some instances greatly diminished, and in others almost 
<iuite clinked u]), the space of the lattices, extending between the 
heavy stone shaft-work which divffled the windows, both length- 
wa}s and across. On the other side there were no w'liidows at 
.ill, and the gallery had been once hung round with paintings, 
chiefly portraits, by which that side of &e apartment had been 
.'idoriied. Most of tlie pictures had been removed, yet tlie empty 
frames of some, and the tattered remnants of otliers, wore still 
visible along the extent of the waste gallery ; the look of w'hich 
was so desolate, and it appeared so well adapted for mischief, 
supposing there wore enemies near him, that Everard could not 
help pausing at the entrance, and recommending himself to God, 
ere, drawing his sword, he advanced into the apartment, treading 
as lightly as possible, and keeping in the sliodow as much as he 
could. 

Markham Kverard was by no means superstitious, but he had 
tlie usual credulity of the times; and though he did not yield 
easily to tales of supernatural visitations, yet he could not help 
thinking he was in the very situation, where, if such things were 
ever permitted, they might be expected to take place, while his 
<»wn stealthy and ill-assured pace, his drawn weapon, and ex- 
tended arms^ being the very attitude and acuon of doubt and 
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Biiflpicion, tonded to increase in his mind tlip qloomy feelings of 
>\hich they are ihe usual indications, and with which they an 
constaiilly ^I'-soeiated. Under Hueh unjileasaiit impreHsionR, and 
conscious oi the neighbonrhoud of sonietliing unfriendly, Uolunel 
Everard liad alien dy advanced about half along the gallery, when 
he heard some one sigh very near him, and a low soft voice pro- 
nounce his name. 

“ Here I am,” he replied, while las heart beat thick and short. 
“ Who calls on Markham Evorard 

Another sigli was the (mly answer. 

“ Speak,” said the Colonel, “ whoever or whatsoever you are, 
and tell with what intent and purpose you arc lurking in these 
apartnieiits 

“ Witli a better intent than yours,” returned the soft voice. 

" Than miner* answered Kverard in great surprise. “ Who 
are jou that dare judge of iny iiitimts *** 

“ What, or who are you, Markhani EviTard, who wander hy 
moonlight tlirough these desi^rted lialls of royalty, where none 
should be hut those who mourn tlicir dowulall, or are sw'oru to 
avenge it C* 

“it IB — and yet it cannot be,’* said Everard ; “yet it is, and 
must he, Alice Lee, the devil or you speaks. Answer me, L 
conjure you ' — speak openly — on what daugeious scheme are you 
engaged { when* is your father' wliy are you here! — wherefore 
do you niii so dt'adly a venture' — SjK'ak, f conjure you, Alice 
Lee ! ” 

“ She whom you call on is at tlie distance of miles from this 
spot. W'hat if licr Geiniis sptaks when slie is alwcnt ? — what if 
the soul of an ancobtiu'ib of hurs and yours were now arldressing 

you 1 — what if*' • 

Nay,” answered Evei-ard,** but wliat if the dearest of human 
beings has cauglit a touch of her father’s c^nthusiasm ? — ^what if 
she is ex]H)Suig her person to danger, her reputation to scandal, 
by traversing in disguise and darkness a house filled with armed 
men ? Speak to me, niy fair cousin, in your own person. I am 
furnished with [lowers to protect iny uncle. Sir llenry — to pro- 
tect y ou too, dearest Alice, oven against the consequences of this 
visionary and wild attempt. Speak — I see where you are, and, 
witii all my respect, 1 cannot submit to be thus practised upon. 
Trust me — ^trust your cousiu Markham with your hand, and be- 
lieve that ho will die or place you in honourable safety.*’ 

As lie spoke, ho cxerch>ed his eyes as keenly as possible to 
detect where the speaker stood ; and it seemed to him, that about 
three yards from him tlierc was a shadowy form, of which he 
could not discern even the outline, placed as it was within the 
deep and prolonged sliadow thrown by a s[iaee of wall intervening 
betwixt two windows, upon tliat side of the room from which the 
light was admitted. He endeavoured to calculate, as well as lie 
could, the distaqpe betwixt himself and the object which he 
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watched, under the impression, tliat if, by even using a slight 
degree of oom]mlsion,lu' cuuiii delai*]) his beloved Alice from the 
eonfederapy iiiU> whieli he siippr>sed her father’s zeal for the cause 
of royalty had eiigaginl her, he would be rendering tln*ni hotli the 
most essential tavour. lie could not indiH'd but eonelude, that 
however buocessiully tin* ])Jot whieli he eoiiceivcd to he in agita- 
tion had proceeded against tin* timid liletsou, tlie stupid Deb- 
horuiigh. and the eia/^ llariison, there was little douht that at 
length tliuir ariifiies must iieLi'^ssaiily bring bhaiiie and danger 
on those engaged ni it 

It must also he renieinhc*red, that Eicrard’s affection to Ins 
cousin, although of the most rt‘speetful and dt'voted character, 
partook le-is of tlic di'^taiit \ eiieration whnh a lo\er of tliose days 
entertained tor the lady whom he woi shipped with Jiumble diffi- 
dence, thau ot the fond and taniiliui teelingM whnh a brother 
entertains towinds a \oiiiiKer Mster, whom he thinks hitus<‘Ii 
entitled to guide, ailvise, and e\en in some d«*grei* to contiol. So 
kiiidl} and intimate li.ul Ik^ch their inlercourse,th.it h(‘ had little 
more hesitation in einh’avouriiig to arrest lier progics^ m the 
dangerouH course in wliieh she seemed to he enir.iued, even at the 
risk of giMiig her nioiiu utary offeiiee, tluai In would huM* hadm 
hiiatidung her irom a torn iit or contlagrution, at the (‘hanee of 
hurting her b,\ the "i loleni c of his grasp All tins passed through 
hi8 mind in the course of a single ininnti ; and he resolved at all 
events to detain her on the spot, and eonqtel, if }><ibsiUe, an ex- 
planation from lier. 

With this piij’pose, Everard again cun]iin>d his cousin, in the 
name of Heaven, to give up this idle and dangerous iiiumnierv ; 
and lending an accurate car to her answer, endeavouriMi Irom tlie 
sound to eulcuUtc as nearly as^iobsible tlie distance hetweeii 
them 

1 am not she for whom }ou take me,” said the voice ; ‘^and 
fkiarer regards than aught eoimeeted with her hio or death, bid 
me warn you to keeji aloof, and leave tins plaee.” 

" Not till 1 huv'e convinced ^oii ui >our childisli folly,” baid the 
Colonel, springing forward, and endeav'ouring to catch hold<if her 
who spoke to him. Hut no female form was witbm iiis gras)>. 
On the contrary, he was met hv a shock which could eome from 
no woman's arm, and which was rude enfuigli to btretcli him on 
his back on tht* floor. At the same time he felt the jioiiit of a 
sword at his throat, and Iuh hands bo eoiiipleteh masiered, tlmt 
not tlie slightest deieneo remained to him. 

A cry for assistance,” said a voice near him, hut not that 
which he liad hitherto heard, will be stiffed in }our blood! — 
No harm is meant you — bi' wim', and be silent.” 

The ter of death, w hich Everard had often braved in the 
field of battle, became more intense as he felt hiinbi.lf m the 
hands of unknown assabsiiis, and totally devoid of all means of 
defeaoe. Tho aharp point of the sword prickcjl his bare throaty 
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tbo foot of liim hold it ^aR upon Jiis breast. He felt as 
if a Rin^lo thrust Mould put an end to life, and all thu fo^erihh 
joys and soirows wliieli agitate us w> slniiip;eh, and from M'liieh 
Ml* arc so reliictHiit to part. Large <lrops of perspiration 
upon liiM forehead — his heart tlmibhed, as if it M'ould hurst 
fi-oin Its ediiHneineiit in tin* hi>som — he experienced the agony 
Mhieli h iir imposes on the linixe man, acute in proportion to that 
mIiicIi pain iiiihots m1i<*ii it sutidiies the robust and liealth\. 

“ t Vuisin \ her/'- -lie atti'nipted to hpeiik, and the bm-oi d’s point 
pressed Ins tliroat vet iimre closely, — Cousin, let me not be 
inuidered m a niaiiie'r so fearful !” 

I tell von,** ivplieii the Voice, “ that \oii speak to one Mho is 
not hero ; but voui bte is not ainied at, pxovidcd }ou sM'car on 
\our faith a<^ a ('hristian, and voiir honour a» a gentleman, that 
,>ou Mill conceal M'hat has happened, v^lit*tlH'r from the people 
IpeloM, or Ivoiii an> other pers.ui. On this eoiidition you may 
rise ; and if voii seek her, you will liiul Alice Lee at Jocehne's 
cottage, in the birest.'* 

“ Since 1 may not help m.V'sclf otlicrMisc,” said Everard, “ I 
sMivirjas 1 liaiea sense ot religion and honour, 1 Mill say nothing 
of this viol(*iice, nor mukt any search after those mIio are con- 
eenicd ni il,** 

“ I’or that Mc <*arc nothing,” said tlic voice “ Thou hast an 
example hoM m ell thou mavst catch mischief on thy omu j>art ; 
but \vv arc in case to defy thee Him*, ami begone 

Tile foot, the suord’s-poiiit, were witlidniMii, and Everard was 
about to st.irt up b.isti]\, M'Jieii tbc voice, in the saint* softiiesH of 
tone which distinguisluHl it at farst, said, “ No haste — cold and 
bare steel is yet around thee Now — now — now — [the words 
dying away as at a distance]— thou art free. Uc secret and be 
safe.” 

Markham Everard arose, and, in rising, embarrassed his feet 
with Ills owm sword, which lie had drop])ed when springing for- 
ward, os he supposed, to lay hold of his fair cousin. He snatched 
it up ill liastc, and as his hand clasped the hilt, his courage, which 
hud given way under the apprehension of instant death, began to 
return ; he considered, with almost his usual composure, what 
was to be done next. Deejdy affronted at the disgrace which he 
had sustained, lie questioned ior an instant whether he ought to 
keep his extortcii promise, or should not rather summon assist- 
ance, and make baste to discover and seize those who had been 
recently engaged m 8 uc]i violence on his person. But these per- 
sons, be they who they would, had had his life in their power — 
he liad pledged his word in rausom of it — ^and what was more, 
he could not divest himself of the idea that his beloved Ahce was 
a confidant, at least, if not an actor, in the confc*deracy which 
had thus baffled him. This prepossession determined his con- 
duct ; for, though angr}* at supposing she must havo been aocee- 
8017 to his personal dl-treatmont, he could not in any event 
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Uliiik of an instant Rcaroli through the mansion, '^hich miji'Iit 
have comproniisc>d lier siiicty, or tliat of his uncle. << but I ^ill 
to the hut,” lie said — T will instantly to the hut, ascertain her 
share in this wild and <laiigeroiis confederacy, and snatch licr 
from ruin, if it he jM».sHihle.” 

As, under the intlueiicc of the resolution w'hich he had formed, 
Everard groped his way through the gallery and rf'gaiiied tlie 
vestibule, he hi'ard his name called by the well-know u voice 
of Wildrake. What— bo! — holla! — Colonel Exerard — Mark 
Everard — ^it is dark as the devil’s nir»utli — speak — where are 
you^ — The witches are keeping theu* hellish sabbutli here, as I 
think— Where are 

“Here, here'” answered Everard. “Cease ^uur bawling. 
Turn to the left, and jou will meet me.” 

Guided by his voice, Wildrake soon appeared, with a light in 
ono hand, and hn diawn sword in the other. “ Wliert^ have you 
been?” he said—" What hsui detained xou'' — Here* arc llletsoii 
and the brute Desborough terrified out of their h\ es, and llar- 
ribon raving mad, bt'caiise the devil will not be civil enough to 
rise to fight him in single dueilo*'* 

** Saw or heard you nothing as you came along { ” said Everard 

“ Nothing,” said his friend, “ excepting tliat when 1 first en- 
tered this cursed ruiuoiib labyrinth, the light was struck out of 
my hand, as if by a switch, wlucli obbged me to return for 
another.” 

“ 1 must come >>y a horse instantly, Wildrake, and another for 
thyself, if it be possible.” 

rt We can take tw'o of those belonging to the troopers,” an- 
swered Wildrake. “ But fur what i>urpose should we run awray, 
like rats, at this time m the evening — Is tlie house falling 1” 

“ 1 cannot answer you,” said the Colonel, pushing forward 
into a room where there w'cre some remains of furniture. 

Here the cavalier took a more strict view of bis person, and 
exclaimed in wonder, “ What the devil have you been fighting 
with, Markham, that lias bedizent^d you after this sorry fashion 

“ Fighting exclaimed Everard 

" Yeis” replied his trusty attendant, “ I say fighting. Look 
at yourself in the mirror.” 

Ho did, and saw he was covered with dust and blood. The 
latter proceeded from a scratch which lie had received in the 
throat, as he struggled to extricate himself. With unaffected 
alarm, Wildrake undid his friend's collar, and with eager haste 
prooeeded to examine tlie wound, his hands trembling, and hi.s 
eyes glistening witJi aiiprehension for his benefactor’s life. 
When, in spite of Everard s opposition, he had examined the 
hurt, and found it trifling, he resumed the natural wildness of his 
character, perhaps the more readily tliat he had felt shame in 
departing from into one which expressed more of feeling than 
he would be thought to possess. 
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** If that bt' the dcMrb work^ Mark/’ said he, ** the foul fieiiirs 
clawbarenot iiif^h bu formidable aa tliey arc represented, but 
no one shall my that }uur bhKKi has been shed unrevenj^'d, ^\hile 
lio^r Wildrakc was by } our bide. Where left }ou this same 
imp 2 I will back to tlie field of fight, cunfroiit liiiii with iny 
rapier, and wert> his nails t(‘ii-iK*iiny nails, and his tt^ctli as long 
as those of a liarrow, he shall render me I’eason for the iiijur} he 
has done you.” 

Madness — madness V' exelaiiuod Everard ; “ I had this 
trifling hurt by a full — a babiu and towel will wipe it awa\. 
Meanwhile, if you will ever do me kiiidiiehs, get the troop-horspH 
— command them for the st^rMce of tlie public, in the name of his 
Excellenc}* the General. 1 will but wash, and jom }ou in an iii- 
btant before the gate.'’ 

“ Well, I will serve >ou, Everard, as a mute 8er\'es the Grand 
Siginur, without knowing why or wherefore. But will 3011 go 
w'lthout seeing the.se people below V' 

Without seeing any one,’' said Everard ; " lobe no time, fur 
God'b sake.” 

lie found out the non-commissioned officer, and demanded the 
horses in a tone of authority, to winch the cor|>oral }i(dded un- 
disputed ohedicnee, as one well awan^ of Cultuiei Kverurd's mili- 
tary rank and consequence. So all was in a minute or two ready 
fur tlic expedition. 


CHAPTER XJII. 


— She kneel'd, and wintlikc 

Cast her ejvs to heaven, and piu>'il deTOUt]\ 

kinff iitfirif nil 

CoLONKL Evebard’s departure at the late hour, for so it was 
tlien thought, of seven m the evening, excih^d much speculation. 
There was a gathering of menials and dependents in the outer 
chamber, or hall, for 110 one doubted tliat his budden departure 
was owing to his having, as they expressed it, " been something,” 
and all desired to know how a man of such acknowledged 
courage a& Everard, looked under the awe of a recent apparition. 
But he gave them no time to make comments; for, striding 
through the hall wrapt in his ridmg suit, be tlirew himself on 
horseback, and rode furiously through the Chase, towards the 
hut of the keeper Joliflc. 

It was tlie disposition of Markham Everard to be hot, keen, 
earnest, impatient, and decisive to a degree of precipitation. The 
acquired habits which education liad taught, and which the strong 
moral and religious discipline of his sect had greatly strengthened 
were such as to enable him to conceal, aa well as to check, this 
constitutional violence, and to place him upon his guard agaiiist 
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ii&ilulgln^ it. But wlirn in the high tide of violent excitation, 
the natural imp(‘luosit> of thf‘ \oiiiig solditr'^ tcnijirr wuh miiuc- 
times apt to overcome thesu artificial obstacles, and tlieri, like a 
tom^nt foaming omt a ^car, it becainn more furious, as if in re- 
venge for tlu' coiistniiiied calm t\hicli it liad been for hornc time 
obliged to assuim*. In these iiistuiicos lie tmis aeeustoined to Eiee 
on)}* that p«»iiit to winch liis thoughts were bent, aiul to move 
Hlraiglit l«»\\ards it, whetloT a moral object, or the .stornuiig of a 
breach, without eiilu r calculuting, or e\eii appearing to sec, tin* 
diiliculties whuli were bet'oie him. 

At present, his ruling and inipellitig motive was to detach Iiih 
beloved cousin, if ])f»ssi]ile, from tin* dangerous and iliscredilable 
maeliiiiatnuis in w'liicii he snsjiretod her to have engaged, or, on 
the other hand, to discover that she had no concern witJi 

tliosu Stratagems Lie should kinm liow to judge ol that in some 
measure, lie thought, hv hiiditig her present or absent at the hut, 
towards wliicli In* was now galloping. He had n iid, indeed, in 
some hallail or iniiislrLrs tale, ui a singular dece]>li(a) piactise4l 
on a jealous old man, hv means cd a siii>terram‘an conmiunieatuiii 
b(‘tneen his house and that of a uciglihoiir, winch tin* ladv in 
qucHtioii made use of to present her-elf in tin* two idaecs alter- 
nately, with such s{ic‘(d, and so much addicss, that, after re- 
peated experiments, the dotanl was deceived into the opinion, 
tliat his wiie, and the lady who was so verj hlu* her, and to whom 
his neighbour paid so mueli atti'iitioii, wer<' f v'oditfeii iit persoim. 
But in tin* present case tln'fe was no loiiin for such a deception; 
the distance was too gK.it, and as ho took b\ niiieli the iiearc^st 
w'ay from the casth*, and rode full spei'd, it would be impossible, 
he knew, for Ins cousin, who was a timorous horsewoman even 
by daylight, to have got homo hc‘fore him. 

Her father might indeed be d]s])i(*ased at his intcrferi’ncc ; but 
what title had he to be .so > — Was not Aliee Leo the near reflation 
of his blood, the dearest oliject oi his heart, and would he now 
abstain from an effort to save her fiM»m the eonscqucnccs of a silly 
and wild conspiracy, because the old kmghtV spleen might bo 
awakened by Everard's making his appi'arancc* at their present 
dwelling ooutrary tu his cummaucis i Nfi. lie would endure tlic 
old man’s harsh language, as he endured the blast of the autumn 
wind, wliich was howling around him, and swinging the crashing 
braneheti of the treoH under wluuh he juissed, but could not oppose, 
or even retard, his journey. 

If he found not Alice, as he had r(*ason to believe she would 
be aliseiit, to Sir Henry Lee himself he wmild explain what he 
had witnessed. However slio might have become accessory to 
the ju gg lin g tricks performed at Woodstock, he could not bnt 
think it was nit^iont her father’s knowledge, so Revere a judge 
was the eld of female propriety, and so strict an assertor 

of feoialir would take the same opportunity, he 

the well-grounded hopes he entertained, 
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that his dwelling at the Lodge might bo prolonged^ and the 
questrators removed from the ro^ nl mansion and domains, by 
other means than those of the al«urd species of intimidation 
which sw'mcd to be resorted to, to scare them from thence. 

All this seemed to bo so much within the line of his duty as a 
relative, that it was not until be halted at the door of the ranger's 
hut, and threw his bridle into Wildrake's hand, that Everaidre- 
oollucted the fiery, high, and unlicnding cliaracter of Sir Henry 
Lee, and felt, oven ^^hen his fingers were on the latch, a relue- 
taneo to intrude himsidf upon the preseuco of the irritable old 
knight. 

Hut there was no time for hesitation. Bevis, who had already 
bayed more than once from within the Lodge, was growing im- 
])atient, and Everard had but just time to bid Wildrake hold the 
horses until lie sliould send Jocehne to his assistance, when old 
Joan unpinned the door, to demand who was without at that time 
of the night To have attempted any thing like an exjdanatioii 
with poor danio Joan, would have been quite hopeless; the Co- 
lonel, therefore, put her gently aside, and shaking himself loose 
from the hold she had laid on Ins cloak, enU^i'ed the kitchen of 
Joc(‘line'fa dwelling. Be\iH, wdiu had advanced to siqqxirt Joan 
111 her opfiositinn, hiimhled Ins lion-port, with that wonderful m- 
Htinct which makes liia race remember so long those with whom 
they have been familiar, and aeknow lodged his master’s relative, 
by doing homage in his fashion, with his head and tail. 

Colonel Everard, more micertaiii in his purpose every moment 
as the necessity of its execution drew near, stole oMir the ficxir 
like one who treads in a sick chamber, and opening the door of 
the interior apartment w'ltli a slow and trembling hand, ns he 
would have withdrawn the curtains of a dying friend, he saw, 
within, the scene wduch we are al>out to describe. 

Sir Henry Leo sat iii a w'lckcr arm-chair by the fire. He was 
wrapped in a cloak, and Ins limbs extended on a stool, as if he 


were suffering fixnn gout or indispobition. His long white beard 
flowing over the dark -coloured garment, gave him more the ap- 
pearance of a hermit than of an aged soldier or man of quality; 
and that cliaractcr was increased by the deep and devout atten- 
tion with w'hich he listened to a respectable old man, whose dila- 
pidated dress showed still something of tlie clericsd habit, and 
who, with a low, but full and deep voice, was reading the Even- 
ing Serv'ice according to the Church of England. Alice Lee 
kneeled at the feet of her father, and made the responses with a 
voice that might have suited tlie choir of angels ; and a modest 
and serious devotion, which suited Uie melody of her tone. The 
face of the officiating clergyman would have been good-looking, 
had it not been flibflgurcd with a black patch which covered 
left eye and a part of hb face, and had not <lwi tj|fh irw whbh 
were visible been marked with the tiacese^jiilliCMih^fl^^ 
When Colonel Everard entered, the hi* 
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gor, as cautioning him to forbear disturbing the divine service of 
the evening, an<l pointed to a boat ; to which, struck deeply with 
the scene he had witnessed, the intruder stole with as iight a 
step as possible, and knelt devoutly down as one of the httle con- 
gregation. 

Evorard had been bred by his father what was oallod a Puri- 
tan ; a incmlter of a sect who, in the primitive sense of the word, 
were persons that did not except against the doctrines of the 
Church of Kiigland, or even iii all n\spects against its hierarchy, 
but chiefly dissented from it on the subject, of certain ceremonies, 
liabits, and ioriiis of ntual, which weix‘ insisted ujiiui by the cele- 
brated and uuiortunatc J^aud with ill-timed tenacity. }iut even 
if, from the liahits of liia fatlicr’s house, Everavd’s opinions hod 
hcen diainetiicallj’ opposed to the doctrines oi the English Church, 
he must lia've been reconciled to them liy the regularity witli 
which the service was j>erfoiined m his iinele\ family at Wood- 
stock, who, during the blossom of hi4 fortunes, generally had a 
chaplain residing in the Lodge fur that Rpeci.il imi'pose. 

Yet deep its was the liabitiial veneration with winch he heard 
the impresbi\e Hcrviee of the Churcli, Everard's eyes could not 
liclp straying towards Alice, and his thoughts wandering to tho 
purpose of liis presence there. Siie seemed to ha\o recognised 
him at once, for there was a dee|)er glow than usual upon her 
check, her fingers trembled as they turned the leaves of her 
prayerbook, and her voice, lately as firm an it was melodious, 
faltered when she repeated tlie responses. It apjieared to Eve- 
rard, as for as ho could collect by the stolen glances which 
ho directed towards her, that the character of her beauty, as 
well as of her outward appoaraiici', had changed with her for- 
tunes. 

The beautiful and higb-bom young larly had now approached 
as nearly as possible to the brown stuff dress of an ordinary vil- 
lage maiden ; but what hIic had lost in gaiety of appearance, she 
had gamed as it Rcemod in dignity. Her beautiful light-brown 
tresses, now folded around her head, and only curlr^d whore nature 
had si» arranged them, gave her an air of simplicity, which did not 
exist when her head-dress showxKl the skill oi a curious tire-woman. 
A light joyous air, with boinothing of a humorous expression, 
which seemed to be looking for amusomeut, had \anish^ before 
the touch of affliction, and a calm melancholy supplied its place, 
which seemed on the watch to administer comfort to others. 
Perhaps tbo former arch, tliough innocent expresaon of eoun^ 
teuinee, was uppermost in her lover’s recollection, when he ooii- 
eluded that Alice had acted a part in tho disturbances which 
had taken place at tho Lodge. It is certain, that when he now 
looked upon her, it was with shame for having nourished such a 
suspioionj and the resolution to believe ratlier that the devil had 
imitated her TOiQb that a creature, who seemed so much 
khovelhe this world, mid so nearly allied to the purity 
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of the next, Rlinuld have had the indclienc} to mii){;le in bucli 
manosuvroR as he himt^lf and othf^rs hod been suhjt'cteil to 
Thebe tliouf;htR hhot thnm^h his mind, jn spite of tiu' im- 
propriety of mduli^iii;; them at such a muincnt. Tlio hor\ u-t 
now approached tlic close, and a good deal to Colonel 1J\ erard’s 
faurpriRe, as well an eoiifusiun, the otheiatiug priest, in firm and 
audible tone, and wdtli every attnhute of dignit\, placed to the. 
Almighty ti> Mess and preber\e “Our So\eTeign Lor<l, Kim: 
Charles, the lawful and undoubted King of tlieMi i cairns/' 
petition (ill lliohe days moRt dangiTous) was pronounced with a 
iidl, raised, and distinct articulation, as if the priest challenged 
all wlio heard him to dissent if they dareth li the rt'puhhcan 
officer did not assent to the petition, lie thought at least it was no 
time to protest agaiURt it. 

The service was concluded in the usual Ttianner, and the little 
congregation arose. It now' included W'lldrukc, who had entered 
during the latter pra}cr, and was the first of the j>arty to apeak. 
Tunning up to tho priest, and shaking him by the hand most 
heartily, swearing at the same time, that he truly n.‘jou*ed to see 
him. The g<iod clerg^vniau returned the pressure with a smile. 
ubscr\ing he should liavo behe\ed his ahsexciniicn .^Mthout an 
oath. In the meanwhile. Colonel Bherard, r* .iching h*s 
uncle's mit, made a deep uiehnation of ri*spect, fii * ; t '*ir I h iiry 
Lee, and then M Ahee, whose colour now api'cad Irom lier cheek 
to her brow and bosom. 

“ 1 have to crave jour excuse,” said the Colonel with hesita- 
tion, “ lor liaving choaen for my visit, wlieih 1 dare not hop<* 
would be very agreeable at any time, a season most peculiarly 
unsuitable.*' 

“ So far from it, nephew,'* anRW'ored Sir Henry, witli much 
more mildness of niaiiiicr than Kverard had dai'ed to expect, 
‘‘ that your xisits at other times would he much more wclcornt, 
had we the fortune to see you often at our hours of worship.** 

^ 1 hope tho time will soon come, air, xvheii Knglishmcu of all 
sects and denomination^,’* replied Everanl, “ will Ik: fn*o in cun- 
scicnoe to won»hip in common the great Fatlier, whom they all 
after their manner call by that affectionate name/' 

** 1 hope so too, nephew,” said tho old man in the same iinah 
tered tone ; “ and w*o will not at pi'esent dispute, whether you 
would liave the Church of England coalesce witli the Conventicle, 
or the Conventicle conform to the Church. It was, 1 ween, not 
to settle jailing creeds, that you have honoured oiir poor dwel- 
ling, where, to say tho truth, we dared Bcai'co have expected to 
see you again, so coarse was our last w'elor>me.'* 

“ 1 should be happy to believe,” said Colonel Everard, hesitat- 
ing “ that — thats^in short my presence was not now so unwel- 
come here as on that occasion.’^ 

“ Nephew,” said Sir Henry, “ I will be frank with you. When 
you were last here, 1 thought yon had stolen from me a precious 



WOODSTOCK. 


MU 

pearl, which at one time it would have been my pride and happz- 
iiesH to have be'^tnwed on nou; but which, being Huch as \ou 
have been of late, 1 would bury in the depths of the earth rather 
titan give to your k<‘eping This aomouhat chafed, as honest 
Will sa^s ‘ the rasli hiiinour which my mother gave me.’ 1 
thought I was rohVtod, and 1 thought I saw the robber before 
me. 1 am mistak(*n — I am not robbed ; and the attemjit with- 
out the deed 1 eaii pardon.'* 

“ ] would n*)t willingly seek offence in your words, sir,*' said 
Cohniel Everard, when their general purport soundb kind ; but 
1 can priiU'st bi^forc Heaven, that my views and wishes towards 
you and your iamily arc as void of sedfish lio|>cs and selfish ends, 
us they are fraught with love to you and to yours.” 

Let us licar them, man ; w'e are not much accustomed to 
go«Ml wiblies iiow-a-days ; and their very rarity will make them 
welcome.’* 

“ T would willingly, Sir llcniy, since } on miirht not ehoosc mo 

give }ou a more affectionate name, convert those wislioh into 
something effectual for your comfort. Your fate, as the world 
now stands, is bad, and, I leor, like to be worse.” 

“ Woiw than I expect it cannot be. Ni‘phew, I do not shrink 
before my changes of fortune. I sliall wear coarser clotlu^b, — - 
1 hiiall feed on more orduiary food, — men will not dofi‘ their cap 
t<* me as they were wont, wlnui I was the great and tlic wealthy. 
What of that! Old Harry Lee loved Ins honour hotter than hia 
title, hiB faith better than Ins land and loi'tlship. Haie 1 not 
seen the 3()th of January ( 1 am neither IMiilo-inath nor astro- 
loger ; but old Will teaches me, that when grec'ii loaves fall win- 
ter IS at hand, and that darkness will come when the sun bets.” 

** Bethink ,>uu, sir,” .said Colonel Everard, if, without any 
suhtnission asked, any oatli taken, any eng.igement imposed, ex- 
press or tacit, excepting tliat you are not to excite disturbances 
ill the public peace, you can be restored to your residence in the 
Lodge, and j our usual fortunes and perquisites there — I liave 
great reason to hope this may be permitted, if nut expressly, at 
least on sufferance.” 

^ Yes, 1 understand you. I am to bo treated like the royal 
coin, marked with tlie ensign of tlu? Rump to make it pass cur^ 
rent, although 1 am too old to have the roial insignia ^inded off 
from me. Kiusraon, 1 will have none of this. 1 liavo lived at the 
Lodge too long ; and let me tell you, 1 bad left it in scorn long 
since, bat for the ordera of one whom 1 may yet live to do ser- 
vice to. I will take nothing from the usuz^rs, he their name 
Ramp or Cromwell — ^be they one devil or le^on — 1 will not take 
from them an old cap to cover my grey hiuTs — a cast cloak to 
protect my frail limbs from the c^d. They shall not say they 
have, by their unwilling bounty, made Abraham ridi-^I will 
live, as I wiU die, the Loyal Lee.*’ 

, ^ Ifrqr 1 hope yoa will think of it, sir ; and that you will, per- 
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haps, considering what alight siibmisaion ia asked, give me a 
better anHwer V* 

^ Sir, if I retract my opinion, which is not my wont, you shall 
hear of it. — And now, cousin, have you more to say ? We keep 
that worthy clergyman m the outer room.** 

Something 1 had to say — something toucliing m} cousin 
Alice," said Everard, with embarrassment ; ** but 1 fear that the 
prejudices of both arc so stroug against me" 

“ Sir, I dare turn my daughiiT loose to you — I w'lll go join 
die good doctor in dame Joan's apartment. 1 am not uiiaiUiiig 
that you should laiow that the girl hath, in all reasonable sort, 
tlio exercibe of her free will.’* 

He withdrew, and left the cousins together. 

Colonel Everard advanced to Alice, and was about to take her 
hand. She drew back, took the seat winch her father had oc- 
cupied, and pointed <jut te him one at some distance. 

^ Arc we tlien so much estranged, niy dearest Alice he 
said. 

“ Wo will speak of that presently,” fehc replied. “ In the first 
place, lot me ask the cause of >our visit here at bo late an hour." 

" You heard," said Everard, what I stated to your father 

" I did ; hut that seems to have been only port of your errand 
— something there seemed to bo which applied particularly t4> 
me.** 

^ It was a fancy — a strange mistake,” answered Everard. 
^ May I ask if you have been abroad tins evening {** 

" Certainly not," she replied. I have small temptation to 
wander from my present home, poor as it is ; and whilst liere, 1 
have important duties to discharge. But why docs Colonel 
Everard ask so strange a question *** 

Tell me in turn, why your cousin Markham has lost tlie 
name of friendship and Iwdred, and even of some nearer feel- 
ing, and then I will ansMrer you, Alice.'* 

^ It is soon answered," she said. ^ When you drew your 
Hword against my father’s cause — almost against his person — I 
studied, more than I should have done, to find excuse for you. 
1 knew, that is, 1 thought I knew, your high feelings of public 
duty — 1 knew the opinions in which you bad been bred up ; and 
I said, 1 will not, even fur this, cost him off— he opposes his King 
because he is In^al to his country. You endeavoured to avert 
the great and concluding tragedy of the 30th of January ; and it 
oonfirmed me in my opinion, that Markham Everard might be 
misled, but could not be base or selfish." 

^ And what has changed your opinion, Alice 1 or who dare,” 
said Everard, reddening, << attach such epithets to the name of 
Markham Everard 9” 

" I am no sufiject,*’ she said, ^ fior exercising your valour. 
Colonel Everard, nor do I mean to offend. But you will find 
enough of othen who will avow, that Colonel Everard ia truck- 
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ling to the usurper Cromwell, and that all his fair pretexts of 
forwarding Ins country's liberties, arc but a screen for driving a 
bargain with the successful cneroacher, and obtaining the best 
terms ho can for himself and his family.” 

, “ For myself — Never !’* 

But for your family you have — Yes, I am well assured that 
}ou have pointed out to the military tyrant, the w'a> in which he 
and his satraps may master the government. Do you think my 
father nr I would accept an asylum purchased at the price of 
England's liberty, and your honour 

Gracious Heaven, Alice, what is this! You accuse me of 
pursuing the very course which so lately had your approbation !” 

** Wlieii you spoke with authority of your father, and recoin- 
nionded our submission to the existing government, such as it 
was, 1 own L thought — ^tliat my father's grey head might, ivith- 
out dibhoiiour, have rcmaiiusl under the roof wdiere it had so 
long been sheltered. But did >our father sanction your becom- 
ing the adviser of ponder ambitious soldier to a new course of 
innovation, and his abettor in the establishment of a new species 
of tyranny ( — It is one thing to submit to oppression, another to 
be tlie agent of tyrants- — And O, Markham — ^their bloodhound !” 

How ! bloodhound ? — what mean you ' — I own it is true I 
could set) with content tlio wounds of this bleeding country 
stanched, cvcmi at tlio expense of beholding Cromwell, after his 
matchless rise*, take a yet f.irther step to power — but to be his 
bloodhound ! What is your meaiiiug ! ’ 

“ It is false, then ? — I thought I could swear it had been false.” 

“ What, ill the name ot God, is it you ask * ” 

It is false that you arc engaged to betray the young King of 
Scotland !” 

" Betray him ! I betray him, or any fugitive ! Never ! I 
would he were well out of England — I would lend him xuy aid to 
escape, were he in the liouse at this instant ; and tliink m acting 
so 1 did his cni*mies good service, by preventing tbeir soiling 
tliomsolvos with his blood — but betray him, never !” 

« I knew it — I w'as sure it was impossible. Oh, be yet more 
honest; disengage yourbclf from yonder gloomy and ambitious 
soldier ! Shuu him and his schemes, which are formed in injus- 
tice, and can only be realized in yet more blood !” 

Believe me,” replied Everora, " tliat I choose the line of 
policy best befitting the times.” 

M Clioose tliat,” she said, which best befits duty, Markham — 
which best befits truth and honour. Do your duty, and let Pro- 
vidence decide the rest. — Farewell 1 w'e tempt my &ther*s pa- 
tience too far — you know his temper — farewell, Markham.” 

extended her hand, which he pressed to his lips, and left 
the apartment. A silent bow to his uncle, and a Edgn to Wild- 
rake, whom he found in the kitchen of the cabin, were the only 
tokeaa of recognition exhibited, and leaving the huf^ he was soon 
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moanted, and, uith hL^ companion, advanced on Ills return iu tl.c 
Lod{;c. 


rilAPTER XIV 


Dof(U arc clone on c arlli 

Whi(‘h liRM' lh(.ir puiiibhin«.nt cro tlie riirtli closes 
tlio pt-rpctrutoni He it the vrorkiriR 
Of the rcnniTbt •■tin'll fanes ot the sibiun, 

JlMtiiict unci mil, oi uncuTthlr hunt;, 

All .ii>ch witiKNH, that lieHide the ciniiU 
Ot Ihi fill hoinitule ntt stalks the ahust 
Of him he hlcis, and shoMb the 8hadu\i> wound 

Old Play 

EvEiiAun had come to Ji/cclinc'ib hut an fast as horse could 
hear liiiii, and with the same ini]ietuosity of purpose as oi sfieed. 
lie saw no choice in the course to bo pursued, and felt in bin 
own imagination the strongest right to direct, and even reprove, 
Ills coubiu, beloved as she was, on account of the dangerous 
Tiiaehiiiatioiis with which she appeared to have connected her- 
self lie returned slowly, and in a very different mdod. 

Wot only had Alice, prudent as beautiful, appeart'd completely 
free from the weakness of conduct winch becmed to give him 
some authority over her, hut her news of policy, if less practic- 
able, were so much more direct and noble thau his own, oa led 
him to mucbtion whether he had not comproniUiud hiinsclf too 
rashly with Civjmwell, 4‘veii although the state of the coimtry was 
so greatly divided and torn b^ faction, tliat tlic promotion of the 
General to the ]iossessioi)i of the executive govet nment seemed 
the only chance of escaping a renewal of the Civil War. The* 
more exalted and purer hontimcnts of Alice lowered him in his 
own c} es ; and though unshaken in his opinion, that it were bet- 
ter the vesbol should be steered by a pilot having no good title 
to the office, than that she should nm u{»un the breakers, he felt 
that ho was not espousing the most direct, manly, and disinte- 
rebted side of the question. 

As he rode on, immersed in these unpleasant contemplations, 
and considerably lessened in his own esteem by what had hap- 
pened, Wildrakc, who rode by his side, and was no friend to long 
silence, began to enter into conversation. ‘‘ I have been thinking, 
Mark,” said he, << that if you and 1 had been called to the bar>~ 
as, by tlic by, has been in danger of happening to me in more 
Benses than one — 1 say, had wo become bwisters, 1 would liave 
had the better oiled tongue of the two — ^the fairer art of persua- 
sion.’* 

" Perhaps so,” replied Everard, though I never heard thee 
use any, save to induce an usurer to tend thee money, or a 
tavemei to abate a reckoning.** 
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^ And yet this day, or rather nijs;ht, 1 could havo^ as 1 think, 
made a conquest winch hafHccl you/’ 

“ Indeed 1” said the Coloiiol, V»ocoining attentive, 

“ Why, look )ou,” said Wildrakc, “ it waH a mam object with 
yon to induee Mistrebs Alice Lee — By Heaven, she is an exquisite 
creature — 1 approve of your taste, ^lark — 1 say, you desire to 
persuade her, and the stout old Trojan her father, to consc'iit to 
return to the Lod;;c, and live thert' (jiuctly, and under conni- 
vanee, like {gentlefolk, instead of lodging iu a hut hardly fit to 
harbour a Tom of Bedlam.” 

** Thou art right ; such, indeed, was a great part of my object 
in this visit,” answered Evorard. 

But perhaps you also expected to visit there yourself, and so 
keep watch over pretty Mistress Lee — eh ! ” 

1 never entertained so selfish a thought,” said Everard ; 
" and if tliis nocturnal disturbance at the mansion were explained 
and ended, I would instantly take my departure.” 

" Your friend Noll ^ould expect something more from y*»u,” 
said Wildrake ; **he i\ou1d expect, in case the knight's reputation 
for loyalty should draw any of our pour exiles and wanderers 
about tho Lodge, that you should be on the watch and ready to 
snap them. In a w’ord, as fur as I can uiidcrstand his long- 
w-inded speeches, he would have Woodstock a trap, your uncle 
and his pretty daughter tho bait of toasted cheese — craving your 
Chloe’s pardon for the comparison — tlie spring-fall which 
should bar their escape, his Lordship himself 'being tho great 
grimalkin to whom they are to be given over to be devoured.” 

•* Dared Cromwell mention this to thee in express terms!” 
said Everard, pulling up his horse, and stopping in the midst of 
the road. 

« Nay, not in express terms, which I do not believe he ever 
used in his life ; you might as well expect a drunken man to go 
straight forward ; but he insinuated as much to me, and indicated 
that you mi^ht deserve well of him — Gadzo, the damnable pro- 
posal sticks in my throat — by betraying our noble and rightful 
King, [here he pulled off his hat,} whom God grant in health 
and wealth long to as tlio worthy clergyman says, though 
1 fear just now hia Majesty is both sick and sorry, and never a 
penny m his pouch to boot.” 

** tallies with what Alice hinted,” said Everard ; " but 
how could she know it i didst thou give her any hint of aneh a 
thliurt” 

1 1” feplied the cavalier, ** I, who never saw Mistress Alice 
in ny life till to-night, and then only for an instant — ^zooks, man, 
how u that poflwblel” 

replied Everard, and aeemed lost in thought. At 
length he ^ 1 should call Cromwell to account for his had 

opinion of me $ for, even though not seriously expressed, Imt, as 
I am convinced it wan^ with me sole view of piuviDg yon, and 
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perhaps myself, it was, nevertlicless, a mifKSonstruction to be ro- 
uented.” 

1*11 c^arry a cartel for }nu, with all my heart and soul/’ said 
Wildrako ; “and turn out with his godlinesa’s second, with as 
gooil will as 1 e\er drank a glass of sack.” 

“ Pbhaw,” replied Kverard, “ those in his high place fight no 
single combats. But tell me, Rf»ger Wildrake, didst thou thy- 
selt tluiik mu capable of the fiilbchoud and treadiery uuphed in 
buch a message {** 

“I!” exclaimed Wildrake. “Markham Everard, \ou have 
been my early friend, my constant benefactor. Wlien Colches- 
ter was reduced, you saved me irom tlio gallows, and since that 
thou hast twenty times saved me from starving. But, by Hea- 
ven, if I thought you callable of such villaiiy as your General 
recommended, — by yonder blue sky, and all the works of ci*ea- 
tioii which It bends over, I would Htab you with my own hand 

“ Death,” replied Everard, “ I bliould indeed deserve, but not 
from you, pcrliaps; but, fortunately, I cannot, if 1 would, be 
guilty of the treachery you w'ould punish. Know that 1 had this 
day becrct notice, and from Cromwell liimself, tliat the young 
Man hob escaped by sea from Bristol.” 

“ Now, God Almighty be blt^sscd, who protected him through 
so many dangers 1 exclaimed Wildrake. “ Huzza! — Up hf^arts, 
cavaliers! — Hoy for cavaliers! — God bless King Charles ! — Moon 
and stars, catch iiiy hat L ” — and he threw it up as high as he 
could into the air. The celestial bodies which he invoked did 
not receive the present dispatched to them ; but, as in the case of 
Sir Henry Lee’s scabbard, an old gnarled oak became a second 
time the receptacle of a waif and stray of loyal enthusiasm. 
Wildrake looked rather foolisli at the circumstance, and his 
friend took the opportunity of admonishing him. 

“ Art thou not ashamed to bear thee so like a schoolboy! ” 

^ Why,” said Wildrake, “ 1 liave but sent a Puritan's hat 
upon a loyal errand. 1 laugh to think bow many of ilie school- 
boys thou talk’st of will bo cheated into climbing the pollard next 
year, expecting to find the nest of some unknown bu^ in yonder 
nmueasured margin of felt.” 

“ Hush now, for God’s sake, and let us speak calmly,” said 
Everard. “ Charles has escaped, and I am glad of it. 1 would 
willingly have seen him on his father’s throne by composition, 
but not by the force of the Scottish army, and the incensed and 
vengeful royalists”— 

« Master Markham Everard,” began the cavalier, interrupt- 
ing h i™ — - - 

"Nay, hush, dear Wildrake,” said Everard ; " let us not dis- 
pute a point on which we cannot agree, and give me leave to go 
on. — I sapr, since the young man has escaped, GcomweU’s offen- 
dvQ and injurious stipuhitiion falls to the groi^ ; and 1 m not 
why my unde and his family should not again enter dieir own 
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liouMi, under the same termn of connivance as many other royal- 
ists. What may be incumbent on me is differeut, nor can 1 de- 
termine my Connie until I have an interview with the General, 
which, as 1 Hunk, will end in Ins confessing that he threw in this 
offensive proposal to bound iis both. It is much in his manner; 
for he is blunt, and never sees or feels tlie punctilious honour 
wliich tlio gallants of the day stretch to suoli delicacy.” 

** ni acquit Inm of liaving any punctilio about him,” said 
Wihlrakc, cutUer toucliiiig lionour or honesty. Now, to come 
liaek to where we started. Sup{K>s}ng you w'ere not to reside m 
{lorson at the Lodge, and to forbt'ar even visiting tliere, unless 
on invitation, when such a tlung can be brought about, 1 tell you 
frankly, 1 think your uncle and Ins daughter might be induced to 
come back to the Lodge, and n^side there as usual. At least tiie 
clergyman, that woithy old (*ock, gave me to hope as much.” 

“ lio had been liusty iii bestowing his confidence,” said £ve- 
rard. 

“True,” replied Wildrake ; *‘he confided in me at once ; for 
he instantly saw iiiy regard for the C*huich. I thank Heaven 1 
never passed a clergyman in his ciuionicals without pulling my 
hat off — (and thou knowest, the most desperate duel 1 ever fought 
was with young Gray less of the Inner Temple, for taking the 
wall of the Heverend J)r. Bunco) — Ah, 1 cun gain a chaplain’s 
ear instantly. Gadzooks, they know whom they ha\ c to trust to 
in such a one as I.” 

Dost thou think, then,” said Colonel Everard, or rather 
does this clergyman think, that if they wore secure of intrusion 
from me, the family would return to the Lodge, supposing the 
intruding Commissioners gone, and tliis nocturnal disturbance 
explained and ended 1 ” 

•* The old Knight,” answered Wildrake, “ may be WTOught 
upon by the Doctor to return, if he is secure against intrusion. 
As for disturbances, the stout old boy, so far as 1 ran leam in 
two minutes’ conversation, laughs at all this turmoil as tlie work 
of mere imagination, the consequence of the remorse of tlieir own 
evil oonsoieuGca ; and says that goblin or devil was never heard 
of at WcHidstock, until it became tlie residence of such men as 
they, who have now usurped the poasessiou.” 

** There is more than imagination in it,” said Everard. " 1 
have personal reason to know there is some conspiracy catrying 
on, to render the house untenable by the Coniiniasioners. I ac- 
quit my uucie ut acoeasion to such a silly trick ; but 1 must sec 
it ended ere 1 can agree to his and my cousin’s residing where 
such a confederacy exists ; for tliey are likely to be considered 
as the contiiven of such pranks, be the actual agent who he 
may.” 

** With reference to your better acquaintance with die gentle- 
man, Evmrd, 1 ahenld rather suspect the old fiither of Puritaas ( 1 
beg your pardon again) has something to do widi the business ; and 
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if SO, Lucifer will never look near the true old Knight's heard, 
nor abide a glance of yonder maiden's innocent blue cych. 1 will 
uphold them as safe as pure gold in a miser^s chest.'* 

“ iSaw'est thou aught thyseW, which makes thee think thus »'* 
Not a quill of the devil’s pinion saw I,” replied Wiidrake. 
lie supposes hmiscif too secure of an old cavalier, who must 
steal, hang, or drown, in the long run, so he gives himself no 
trouble to look alter the assured booty. But I ht^ard the serving- 
fellow s prate of what they liad seen and heard ; and though their 
tales wore confused enough, yet if there was any tnitli among 
tliera at all, 1 should say tlic devil must have been in the dance — 
But, holla 1 here comes soiiio one upon iis.~btaiid, fnend — who 
art thou 

A poor day-labourer in the great work of England — Joseph 
Tomkins by namt* — Secretary to a godly and well-endowed leader 
in this poor Clixistian army of England, called General Harrison.'* 
* What news, Master Tomkins**’ said Everard; “ and why 
are you on the road at this late hoiirl” 

1 speak to the w'orthy ('oloiiel Everard, ns 1 judge?” said 
Tomkins ; “ and truly 1 am glad of meeting your honour. Hea- 
ven knows, 1 need such assistance* as yours — Oh, worthy Master 
Everard 1 —Here has been a sounding of trum]»etfi, and a break- 
ing of vials, and u pouring forth, and” 

I’nthee, tell roc in brief, what is the matter — ^wherc is thy 
master — and, iii a word, what has happened ! '* 

** My master is close by, jiaradiiig it in the little meadow, be- 
side the hugeous oak, which is called by the name of the late 
Man; nde but two steps forw'ard, and }ou may see liirn walking 
swiftly to and fro, advancing all the while the naked weapon.” 

Upon proceeding us directed, but with as little nuise as possi- 
ble, the^ descried a man, whom of course they concluded must be 
Hamsoii, walking to and fro beneath the King’s oak, os a senti- 
nel under arms, but with more w'ilducss of demeanour. The 
tramp of the horses did not escape his ear ; and they heard bun 
call out, as if at tlic head of the brigade — ^ Lower pikes against 
cavalry ! — Here comes Prinoo Rupert — Stand fast, and you shall 
turn them aside, as a bull would toss a cur-dog. — Lower your 
pikes still, my hearts, the end secured against your foot— ^wn 
on your right knee, front rank — spare not for the s]>oi}ing of your 
blue aprons. — Ha — Zorobabel — ay, that is the word !” 

** In tile name of Heaven, about whom or what is he talking !” 
said Everard ; " wherefore does he go about with his weapon 
drawn ?” 

" Truly, sir, when aught disturbs my master, Crcneral Harrison, 
he is something rapt in the spirit, and conceives that he is com- 
manding a reserve of pikes at the great battle df Armageddon — 
and for^ weap(Hi, alack, worthy air, wherefore should he keep 
Sheffield steel in calves’ leather, whmi there are fiends to be com- 
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bated — ^incarnate fiends on earth, and raging infernal fiends un- 
der the earth > ” 

This IS intolerable,” said Everard. " Listen to me, Tomkins. 
Thou art not now in the pulpit, and I desire none of thy preach- 
ing language. I know thou const spook intelligibly when thou 
art so minded. Remember, 1 may serve or harm thee ; and bs 
you hope or fi'ar any thing on my part, answer straight-forward — 
What has happened to drive out thy master to the wild wood at 
this time of mght > ” 

“Forsooth, wortliy and honoured sir, I will speak with the 
precision 1 may. True it is, and of verity, that the breath of 
man, which is in his nostnls, gooth forth and rcturncth*' 

“ Hark you, sir,” said Colonel Everard, “ take care where you 
ramble in your correspondence with me. You hav4> heard how 
at the great battle of Dunbar in Scotland, the General hinibolf 
held a pistol to tho head of Lieutenant How creed, threatening to 
shoot him tlirough the brain if ho did not give up holding fortli, 
and put his squadron in line to the front. Take cari^, air.” 

“ Verily, the lieutenant then charged with an even and unbro- 
ken order,’* said Tomkins, ^ and bore a thousand plaids and bon- 
nets over the beach before him into the sea. Neither shall 1 
pretermit or postpone your honour's commands, but speedily 
obey them, and that without delay.” 

“ Go to, fellow ; thou knowest what 1 would have,” said Eve- 
rard ; “ speak at once — 1 know thou const if thou wilt. Trusty 
Tomkins is better known than he thinks for.” 

“ Worthy sir,” said Tomkins, m a much loss periphrastic style, 
“ 1 will obey your worship as far as the spirit will permit. Truly, 
it was not an hour since, when my wor^iipful master being at 
table with Master Bibbet and myself, not to mention tho wor- 
shipful Master Bletson and Colonel Desborough, and behold 
there was a violent knocking at the gate, as of one in haste. Now, 
jf a certainty, so much hod our household been harassed with 
witches and spirits, and other objects of sound and sight, that the 
sentinels could not bo brought to abide upon their posts without 
doors, and it was only by a provision of beef and strong liquors 
that we were able to maintain a guard of three men in the hall, 
who nevertheless ventured not to open the door, lest they should 
be surprised with some of the goblins wherewith their imagma- 
tions were overwhelmed. And they heard the knocking, which 
ineroased until it seemed that the door was wellnigh about to be 
beaten down. Worthy Master Bibbet was a little overcome with 
liquor, (as ia his fashion, good man, about this time of the even- 
ing,) not that he ia in the least given to ebriety, but simply, that 
amoe die Soottiah canipaim he Lith had a perpetual ague, which 
ohi^ea hhn ao to nourish his friuno against the damps of the 
ni^t ; wherefore, as it is well known to your honour tuat I dis^ 
ebaiga the office ii a faithful servant, as well to Major-General 
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miiMter, Coloiipl Desb<>roiij^h*’ 

1 know all that. — And now that thou art trusted by both, I 
pra\ to Heaven thou ma} st merit tlie trust/' said Colonel £ve- 
rard. 

“ And di*v«)ntly <lo I pray/* haid Tomkins, “ that your worship- 
ful })raycrs may ho answered with favour; for certainly to he, 
ami to be calk'd and entitled, lioneht Jot*, and Trusty Tomkins, 
to me more than over would he an' Earl's title, were such 
tilings to he }:^aiited anew in tins regenerated government." 

Well, gii on — go on — or if tliou daJln‘st much longer, I will 
make hold to dis])utG tlie article of 3'our hoiu*sty. 1 like short 
tales, hir, and doubt what is told witli a long minecebsary train of 
wordi.” 

Well, good Hr, he not hasty. As 1 said before, the doors 
rattled till you would have thought the knocking was reiterated 
in ever}’ room of the T’alace. The bell rung out for company, 
thoiiLdi we could not And that any one tolled the clappor, and the 
guards let off their An'leeks, merely because thc} knew not what 
hotter to do. bo, Masier Bihbct being, as I said, inihusceptible 
of his duty, I went down with my pour rapier to the door, and 
demanded wlio was there ; and 1 was answered in a voice, whicli, 
1 must say, was much like another voice, that it was one wanting 
Major-(h'iicrai Harrison. So as it was then late, 1 answ'ercd 
nuldl>, that General HaiTisoii was betaking himself to his rest, 
and that any who wished to spi^uk to iuiii must return on the 
morrow morning, fur that aiUT nightfall the door of the Palace, 
being in the room of a gomson, would be opened to no one. So 
the voice replied, and bid me open directly, without which ho 
would blow tlie folding leaves of the door into the middle of the 
hall. And therewithal tlic noise recommenced, that we thought 
the houbo would have fallen ; and 1 w'as in some measure con- 
strained to open the door, o\cii like a bebioged gamson which 
can hold out no longer." 

By my honour, and it was btoutly done of you, 1 must say," 
said Wildrakc, who had been listening with much interest. I 
am a bold dare-devil enough, ^et when 1 had two inches of oak 
plank between the actual fiend and me, hang him that would de- 
molish the barrier between us, say 1 — 1 would as soon, when 
aboard, bore a hole in tlie sliip, and let in tlio waves ; for you 
know we always compare the devil to the deep sea.” 

** Prithee, peace, Wildrake/' said Everard, *‘and let him go 
on with his history — Well, and wliat saw’st thou when the door 
was opened l-.the great Devil with liis horns and claws thou wilt 
say, no doubt.” 

^ No, sir, 1 will say nothing hut what is true. When 1 undid 
the door, one man st^ there, and he, to seeming, a man of no 
extraordinaxj appearance. He was wrapped in a taffeta eteak, 
of a scarlet colour, and with a red lining. He seemed as if ho 
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raij^ht have been tn his time a very handsome man^ but there 
was something of paleness and sorrow in Ins face — long love- 
lock and long hair he wore, even after the abomination of the 
cavaliers, and the uiilovcJiuess, as learned Master Prynne uell 
termed it, of love-locks — a jewel in bis ear — a blue scarf over Ins 
shoulder, like a military cominanderfor the King, and a hat with 
a white plume, bearing a peculiar hatband.’* 

Some unhappy oflioer of cavaliers, of whom so many are in 
hiding, and seeking shelter through the country,’* briefly replied 
Everard. 

" True, wortliy sir — ^right as a judicious exposition. But ther<‘ 
was something about this man (if ho was a man) whom 1, for one, 
could not look upon without trcmiblmg ; nor the musketeers who 
were in the hall, without betraying much alarm, and swallowing, 
as they themselves w'ill aver, the very bullets which they had in 
their mouths for loading their carabines and inubkets. Nay, the 
wolf and deer-dogs, that ai‘e the fiercest of their kind, fled from 
tliis visitor, and crept into holes and comers, moaning and W'ail- 
iug in a low and broken tone. 11c came into the middle of tlio 
hall, and still be Hctuncd no more than an ordinary man, only 
somewhat lantabticaliy drcbsed, in a doublet of black velvet pinked 
upon scarlet satin under his cloak, a jewel m his ear, with large 
roses in his shoes, and a kercliief in his liand, which he sometimes 
presbcd against liis left side.** 

« Gracious Heaven ’'* said WUdrake, coming close up to Eve- 
rard, and whispering in his ear, with accents which terror ren- 
dered tremulous, (a mood of mind most unusual to the daring 
man, who seemed now overcome by it) — it must have been 
poor Dick Kobisou the player, in the very dress iii which 1 liave 
been him play I’hilastor — ay, and drunk a jolly bottlo with him 
after it at the Mermaid 1 1 remember how many frolics we had 
together, and nil his littlo fantastic fashions. He served for his 
old master, Charles, in Mohun's troop, and was murdered by this 
butcher’s (log, as 1 have heard, after surrender, at the battle of 
Naseby-field.’* 

" Hush \ 1 have heard of tlic deed,” said Everard ; " for God’s 
sake hear the man to an end. — Did this vibitor speak to thee, my 
friend 1” 

** Yes, sir, in a pleasing tone of voice, but somewhat fanciful 
in the articulation, and like one who is speaking to an audience 
as froma bar or a pulpit, more than in tho voice of ordinary men oil 
ordifiaxy matters. Ho desired to see Major-General Harrison.” 

" He did 1 — and you,” said Everard, infected by the spirit of 
Uie time, which, as is well known, leaned to credulity upon all 
matten of supernatural agency , — ^ what did you do I” 

^ I wmit up to the parlour, and related that such a person en- 
quired for him^ He started when I told him, and ca^ly deared 
to know the mao*^ dress ; but no sooner did 1 mention his dress, 
and the jewel in his ear, than he said, < Begone £ toll him 1 will 
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not admit him to speech of me. Say that 1 defy him, and will 
make my defianre good at tlic groat >>attle in tlie valley of Armar 
geddoii, when the voice of tlio angel sliail call all fowls which Hy 
nnder the face of heaven to leed on the flesh of tlie captain and 
Uie soldier, the war-liorse and ins rider. Say to the iCvil One, I 
have power to appeal our conflict oven till that day, and that in 
the front of that i*‘iirfiil day ho will again meet with llarriMon.' 
T went back with thi'4 answer to the stranger, and his face was 
wntlied into such a deadly frown as a nicru human brow bath 
seldom worn. * H<*tui*n to him," he said, ‘and say it n my tiona, 
and tliat if lie come not instantly dow'ii to speak w'ith me, 1 will 
mount the stairs to him. Say that I comm.vmi him to descend; 
by the token, that, on the field of Nastdi}, he did nut the votk 
neijfhjmily' 

“ \ ha\e heard,” whisperc*d Wildrake — wlio felt more and 
more strongly the contagion of supei’htitioii — that these w'ords 
wore blasphimiously used h^ llari'isou when he shut my poor 
friend Dick.” 

“■What happened next?” said Everard, “Sec that tliou 
speakt'st the truth.” 

“ As gospel unexpoimded l»y a sleeplc-man,” said jthn liide> 
pendent ; “ yet truly it is hut little 1 Imvo to say. T saw my 
master conic down, with a blank, yet is'Holved air ; and when he 
entered the hall and saw the stranger, he made a pause. Tim 
othcT waved on him as if to follow, and walked out at the portal. 
My worthy patron seemed as if h(» were .ibout to iullow, yet again 
paused, when this visitant, be he man or fiend, re-entered, and 
said, ‘ Obey thy doom. 

* pitbli s'j march hy ^{reenwood tree, 

It IS thr weird to lullovr me— 

lo follow inu thruoiih the ahattly mnonllcht— 

To follow mu tlironah tho Khadows of niant— 

To follow me, (.nmrade, Atill art thou hound 
1 conjuro thee hy tlu. umtanuh'd wound— 

I conjuio thee hy the last words 1 N|>uko 
When the body slept and the spirit awoke. 

In the very last pangs ot the deadly stroke.' 

So saving, he stalked out, and my master followed him into the 
wood! — I followed also at a distance. But wlicn 1 came up, niy 
master was alone, and bearing himself as yon now behold him.” 

“ Thou hast had a wondei^ul memory, friend,” said the Colo- 
nel, coldly, “ to remember tliose rhymes in a single recitation — 
there Bcems something of practice in all this.” 

" A single recitation, my honoured sirl” exclaimed the Inde-* 
pendent — alack, the rhyme is seldom out of my poor mutcr's 
mouth, when, os sometimes liaps, ho is less triumpliant in his 
wrestles witli Satan. But it was tho first time 1 over heard it 
uttered by another ; and, to say truUi, ho over seems to repeat 
it unwillingly, as a child after his pedagogue, and as it was not 
indited by his own head, as the Psalmist saith.” 

It 18 Bingular,” said Everard ^ 1 have heard and reail 
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tliat the Bpirits of the slaughtered have strange power over the 
Blazer ; but 1 am astonished to have it insisted upon that there 
may be truth in such tales. Roger Wildrake — ^\vhat art thou 
afraid of, man? — why dost thou shift thy place thus?” 

“ Fear ? it 18 not fear — it is hate, deadly hate. — I see the mur- 
derer oi poor Diek before me, and — Fee, he throws himself into 
a posture ot fence — Sa — sa — say’st thou, hrood of a butcher’s 
mastiff? thou shalt not w'aiit an antagonist.” 

Ere any one could stop him, Wildrake threw aside his cloak, 
drew his sword, and almost with a single bound cleared the dis- 
tance betwixt him and Harrison, and crossed svrords w'ith the 
latter, as he stood brandishing his weapon, as if in immediate 
exfiectation of an assailant. According!} , the Repiiblieau Gene- 
ral was not for an iiiRtant taken at iinau ares, but the moment the 
swords clashed, he shouted, “ Ha ! 1 foel thee now, thou hast 
eonn* in liody at last. — Welcome* welcome! — the sword of the 
Lord and of Gideon ! ” 

i*art them, part them,” cried Kverard, as he and Tomkins, 
at first astonished at the suddenness of the affray, iiastencd to 
iiitcrterc. E^'erard, seizing on the ca^ alier, drew" him forcibly 
backwards, and Tomkins contrived, with nsk and difficulty, to 
master Harrison’s sword, while the General cxolaimod, "Ha! 
two to one — two to one ! — thus fight demons.” Wildrake, on his 
Hide, swore a dreadful oath, and added, " Markham, you have 
cancelled every obligation I owed }ou — they are all out of sight 
— gone, d — me ' ” 

“ You have indeed acquitted these obligations rarely,” said 
Kverard. ** Who know's how tlus affair shall be explained and 
•iiiswered I ” 

^ I w’ill answer it with my life,” said Wildrake. 

Gtiod now, bo silent,” said Tomkins, " and let me manage. 
It shall be so ordered that the good General shall never know 
that he hatli encountered with a mortal man; only let that man 
of Moab put his sword into the scabbard’s rest, and be still.” 

Wildrako, let me entreat thee to sheathe thy sword,” said 
Everard, " else, oii my life, thou must turn it against me.” 

" No, 'fore George, not so mad as that neither, but I’ll have 
another day with liim.” 

** Thou, another day!” exclaimed Hanison, whose eye had 
still remained fixed on tlie spot whero he found such palpable 
resistance. " Yes, I know thee well ; day by day, week by week, 
thou makest the same hlle request, for thou knowest that my 
heart quivers at thy voice. But my hand trembles not when 
opposed to tliuie — ^the spirit is willing to the combat, if the ficbh 
be weak when opposed to that which is not of the flesh.” 

Now, peace all, for Heaven’s sake,” — said tlie steward Tom- 
kins ; then added, addressing his master, " there is no one here, 
if it pteeae your Excellenoe, but TomkiitB and the worthy Colonel 
Evenrd.” 
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General Harriaon, as aomcilraes happens in cases of partial iiusa- 
iiity, (that is, supposing his to havo been a ease of mental delusion,) 
though firniiy and entirely perhiiadud of the truth of his own 
visions, yet was not willing to speak on the subject to those who, 
he knew, would regard them as imaginary. Upon tliis occasion, 
he assumed the appearance of perfect case and composure, after 
the violent agitation ho had just manifeat<*d, in a manner which 
sliowod how anviuus he was to disjinii*^ his real feelings from 
Everard, whom he considered as unlikely to participate them. 

He saluted the Colonel with profound ceremony, and talked of 
the fiueiicss of the evening, which had summoned him forth of tlic 
Lodge, to take a turn in tlio i*ark, and enjoy tlic favourable wea- 
ther. lie then took Kverard by the arm, and walked liack with 
him towards the Lodge, Wiidmko and Tomkins lollowijig close 
behind and leading the liorses. Everard, desirous to gam some 
light on these mjstenous incidents, cndcavuurc'd to come on the 
subject more than once, by a mode of interrogation, which Ilam- 
snn (for madmen arc very often unwilling to enter on the subject 
of thc‘ir mental delusion) parried with some skill, or addressed 
himself for aid to his steward Tomkins, who was in the habit of 
being vouclicr for his master upon all occasions, wjiich led to 
Desborough's ingenious nickname of Fibbet. 

" And wherefrii'o had you your sword drawn, ray worthy Gene- 
ral,'* said Everard, " when you w^erc only on an ei emng walk of 
jileasurc I” 

Truly, cxecllent Colonel, these arc times when men must 
watch with their lotus girded, and their lights buimiig, and their 
weapons drawn. The day draweth nigh, believe inc or not as you 
will, that men must watch they be found naked and unarmed, 
wlien the seven trumpets shall sound, Hoot and saddle ; and tlie 
pipes of Jezer sitail strike up, Horse and away.** 

" True, good Gi neral ; but methought 1 saw you making passes 
oven now, as if you were fighting,** said Everard. 

" 1 am of a strange fantasy, fnend Everard/* answered Harri- 
son ; and when I walk alone, and happen, as but now, to have my 
weapon drawn, 1 sometimes, for exercise* sake, will practise a 
thrust against such a tree as that. It is a silly pride men liave 
in the nse of weapons. 1 have been accounted a master of fence, 
and have fought prizes when I was unregenerated, and before 1 
was called to do my part in the great work, entering as a trooper 
into our victorious GoneraTs first regiment of horse.” 

" But methought,” said Everard, 1 heard a weapon clash 
witli yours T* 

" How 1 a weapon clash with my sword f — How could tliat be, 
Tomkins t” 

^ Tml^ sir/* ggid Tomkins, it must have been a bough of the 
tree ; they have them of all kinds here, and your honour may 
have pushed siEunst one of them, which the Bnudiians esli iroa- 
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a block of which, bcinj^ Rtruck with a hammer, suth Pur< 
ehas m his Pilgrimage, ringeth like an anvil.” 

“ Truly, it may be so,” aaid Harrison ; “ for those rulers who 
are gone, assembled in this their abode of pleasure many strange 
trees and plants, though they gathered not of the fruit of that tree 
which beareth twelve manner of fruits, or of those leaves which 
ar*i for the healing of the nations.” 

Evorard pursued his invostigation ; for he was struck with the 
manner in which Hamson evaded his questions, and tlic dexte- 
rity with which he tlirew his transcendental and fanatical notions, 
like a sort of veil, over the darker visions excited by remorse and 
conscious guilt. 

** But,” said he, ** if I may trust my eyes and cars, I cannot 
but still think that you had a real antagonist — Nay, I am sure 1 
saw a fellow, in a dork-culnured jerkin, retreat through tlic wood.” 

Did you ?” said Harrison, with a tone of surprise, while his 
voice faltered in spite of him—" Who could he bo 1 — Tomkins, 
did you see tlio fellow Colonel Everard talks of with the nap- 
kin in his hand — ^thc bloody napkin which ho alaa^s pressed to 
his side 1” 

This last expression, in which Harrison gave a mark different 
from that uhich Evorard liad assigned, hut corresponding to 
Tomkins’s original description of the supposed spectre, had more 
effect on Everard in confirming tlie steward’s story, than any 
thing he had witnessed or heard. The voucher answered the 
draft upon him as promptly as usual, tliat ho had seen such a 
fellow glide past them into the thicket — that ho dared to say he 
was some deer-stealer, for ho had heard they wero become very 
audacious. 

Look ye there now. Master Everard,” said Harrison, hurry- 
ing from the subject — Is it not time now that we should lay 
aside our controversies, and join hand in hand to repainiig the 
breaches of our Zion I Happy and contented were 1, my excel- 
lent friend, to bo a treader of mortar, or a bearer of a hod, upon 
this occasion, under our great leader, with whom Providence lias 
gone forth m this great national ooutrovei'sy ; and truly, so de- 
voutly do I hold by our excellent and victorious General Oliver, 
whom Heaven long preserve — that were he to command me, 1 
should not scruple to pluck forth of his high place the man whom 
they call speaker, even as 1 lent a poor l^d to pluck down the 
man whom they called King. — Wherefore, as 1 know your judg- 
ment lioldeth with mine on this matter, let me urge unto you 
lovingly, that we may act as brethren, and build up the breaches, 
and reHeartabiish the bulwarks of our English Zion, whereby we 
ihidl be douhtlesB chosen as inUars and buttresses, under our 
flOEealleitt Lord-General, for suppofrting and sustaining the flame, 
and endowed with proper revenues and incomes, boui spiritual 
and temporal, to serve ae a pedestal, on which we mi^ stand. 
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seeing that otherwise our foundation will be on the loose sand. — 
Nevertheless/* continued he, his inind again diverging from his 
views of temporal ambition into his visions of Uie b\fth Mo- 
narchy, ^ these tilings are but vanity in respect of the opening of 
tlio book which is sealed: for all things approach speedily to- 
wards lightning and thundering, and unloosing of the great dra- 
gon from the bottomless pit, whcnrein he is cliaiiied.*’ 

With this mingled straui of eartlily pohtics, and fanatical pre- 
diction, Harrison so overpowered Colonel Evorard, as to leave 
him no time to urge him farther on the particular circumstances 
of his nocturnal skirmish, couceming which it is plain ho had no 
desire to be interrogated. They now rt'oehed the Lodge of W uud - 
stock. 


CHAPTER XV. 

Ko-w tho -wasted brands do glo-w 

While the ftcrocch-owl, «M>undinfi lund. 

Puts the wretch tliat hos la woe 
In reiaembrunce of a shroud 
Now it IS tho time of niKht 
That the ({■‘aves, all gaping wide, 
awry one lets out its sprite. 

In the church-way paths to glide 

Jtfuiiumnu'r Dream 

Before the gate of the paLice the guards were now doubled 
Everard demanded the reason of this from the corporal, whom 
he found in tho hall with his soldiers, sitting or sleepmg around 
a great fire, mamtaiiicd at the expense of the carved cliairs and 
benches with fragments of w'hich it was furnished, 

* Why, verily/* answered the man, “ tho rurp$-de-\jardef as 
your w'orship says, will be iiarasscNl to pieces by such duty ; 
nevertheless, fear hath gone abroad among uh, and no man will 
mount guartl alone. We have drawn in, however, one or two of 
our out|>ost8 from Banbuiy and elsewhere, and we are to have a 
relief from Oxford to-morrow/’ 

Everard contmued minute enquiries concerning the sentinels 
that were posted within as w'cU as without the Lodge ; and found 
that, as they had been stationed under the eye of Hiurison him- 
Bclf, the rules of prudent discipline had been* exactly observed in 
tlic distribution of the poets. Thwe remained noiliiug therefore 
for Colonel Everard to do, but, remembering his own adventnrt* 
of the evening, to recommend that an additional sentinel shoiiUl 
placed, wi& a companion, if judged indispensable, in that veei- 
tibme, or ante-room, from which the long gaUery where he had 
met with the rencontre, and other suits of apartments, diverged. 
The corpora! respectfully promised aU obedience to fais orders. 
The serving-men being called, iqipeared idso m double force. 
Everard demanded to imow whether the CommisBioiien had gone 
to bed, or whether he could get speech with them > 
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“ Tlioy aro in their hcdrriom, forsooth,’* replied one of the fcd- 
lows ; but 1 think they be nut ^et undressed.” 

What !** said Kverard, “are Colonel De^borough and Master 
Blctson both in the same sleeping apartment 

“ Their honoiirR have so chosen it,’* said the man ; “ and their 
honours’ srcrctaries remain upon guard all night.” 

It is the fashion to double guards all o\er the house,” said 
Wildrake. “ Had 1 a glimpse of a ttderahJy good-looking Louse- 
luaid now, 1 should know how to fall into the fashion.” 

“ Peace, fool!” said Evorard — “ And where are the Ma^or 
and Master lloldcnough V* 

“ The Mayor is returned to the borough on horseback, behind 
the trooper, who goes to (Ixford for the reinforcement ; and tlie 
man of the st(>oplc-houHe hatli quartered himself iii the chamber 
which Colonel Deshorough liad last night, being that in which he 

i-s most likely to meet the your honour understands. The 

Lord pity us, we are a harassed family !” 

“ And wluTO bo (General Ilarribon’s knaves,” said Tomkins, 
“ that they do not marshal him to Ins apartment ?’* 

“ Here — here — ^liere. Master Tomkins,” ^aid three fellows, 
pressing forward, W'ith the same constt^'rnation on tlicir taees 
which seemed to pervade the whole inhabitants of Woodstock. 

“ Aw’a> with you, then,” said Tomkins; — “apeak not to his 
worship — ^you sec he is not in tlic humour.” 

** Indeed,” observed Colonel Everard, “ he looks singularly 
wail — hm features seem wnthen as by a palsy stroke ; and tliough 
he was talking so fast whilu wc came along, he hatli not opened 
his inoutli since wc came to Uio hght.” 

“ It is his manner after such visitations,” said Tomkins. — 
** tjive Ins honour your arms, Zedekiah and Jonatlian, to lead 
him off — I will follow instantly. — Yuu, Nieodemus, tarry to w'ait 
upon me — it is r<«t well walking alone in this roansioii.” 

“ Master Tomkins,” said Evorard, “ 1 have heard of you often 
as a sharp, intelligent man — tell mo fairly, arc you in earnest 
afraid of an> tiling supernatural haunting this house V* 

“ 1 would be loth to run the chance, sir,” said Tomkins very 
gravely ; “ by looking on my worshipful master, you may form a 
^pss how the living look after they have spoken with the dead.” 
Ho bowed low, and took his leave. Eveiard proceeded to the 
ohomber which the two remaining Commissioners had, for com- 
fort’s sake, chosen to inhabit in company. They were preparing 
for bod as he went into their apai^ent. Both started as tlie 
door opened— -both rejoiced when they saw it was only Everard 
entered. 

"Hark ye hither,” said Bletson, pulling him aside, “sawest 
thou over ass equal to l>esborough I — tlie fellow ia as big as an 
ox, and as timorons as a sheep. He has insisted on my deeping 
here, to proteist him. Shall we have a merry night on’t, hat 
We wSU, if thou wilt take die third bed, which was prepared for 
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liarriRon ; but he is gone out, like a mooncalf, to look foT Uic 
valley of Amiageddon in the Park of \V oodsiock." 

* General Harrison has retumed \kitli me but now,” said Ev«*- 
rard. 

** Nay but, as I shall lire, he comes not into our apurtrnont,' 
said Debborough, overhearing his answer. "No man tliat ha^ 
been sujiping, for aught 1 know, with tiic Devil, has a right ti> 
sleep among Christian folk.” 

" He does not projKwe so,” said Everard ; " ho slc«‘ps, as 1 
understand, apart — and alone.” 

" Not 4 Uite alone, I dare say,” said Desborough ; “ for Ham 
son hath a sort uf attraction for gobliiib — tJiey fly round liiiii like 
mottis about a candle : Hut, 1 pritheis good Everard, do tlio'i 
sta\ w’ith us. 1 know not how it is, hut although thou hast nut 
thy religion always in thy month, nor speakebt many hard words 
about it, like Harrison-^nor inakest long prc'achments, hko a 
certain most honourable relation of mine who bhall be uamelesv, 
y et somehow 1 feel myself safer in thy company than w i(h any 
of them. As for this Bleison, he is bueh a mere blasphemer, 
that 1 fear tho De\il will carry him away ere morning.” 

" Did you ever hear such a |ialtry coward ?” said lilelsoii, 
apart to Everard. " Do tarry, howe\er, mine luniouied Colonel 
— I know your zeal to assist the distressed, and you sec Desbo- 
rough is in that predicament, tliat he will reipiire near him more 
than one good example to jireveut him tJiinkiug of ghosts and 
fiends ” 

" I am bony I cannot oblige you, gentloiiu'n,” said Everard ; 
" but 1 have settled iny mmd to sleep in Victor L» e's apaitment, 
so 1 wish you gootl night ; and, if you would lepitse without difc- 
turbanee, 1 would ad\ise that you commend yourselves, during 
the watches of the night, to Iliiii unto wliom night is oen os 
inid-day. 1 had intended to have 6pi»ke with you this evening on 
the subject of my being here ; hut 1 will defer the eoiiicrenec tilt 
to-morrow, when, 1 think, 1 will be able to show you excellent 
reasons for leaving W^oodstock.” 

"We have seen plenty such already,” said Dcbborough ; " for 
one, 1 came here to serve the estate, with some moderate advan- 
tage douhtlesB to myself for my trouble ; but if 1 am set upon my 
head again to-night, as 1 was the night before, I would not btay 
longer to gain a king’s crow'n ; for 1 am sure my neck would be 
unfitted to bear the weight of it.” 

" Good night,” exclaimed Everard ; and was about to go, when 
Bletson again pressed close, and wliispered to him, " Hark tht*e. 
Colonel — ^you know my friendship for thee — I do implore thee* to 
leave the door of thy apartment open, that if thou meetest with 
any disturbance, I may hear thee call, and be with thee upon the 
very instant. Do this, dear Evezard, my fears for thee will keep 
me awake else ; for 1 know that, notwithstanding your excellent 
sense, yon entertain some of those superstitious ideas which we 
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suck in with our mother's milk, and which constitute the ^und 

our fears iii situations like the present ; theiH'fore leave thy 
door open, if ^^ou love me, that you may have ready assistance 
from me in case of need.” 

“ My master,” said Wildrake, “ trusts, first, in his Bible, sir, 
and tlicn in his good sword, lie lias no idea that the Devil can 
be baffled by the charm of two men lying m one room, still less 
that the foul fiend can bo argued out of existence by the NulUfi- 
dians of the llota.” 

Bverard seized his imprudent friend by the collar, and dragged 
him off as he was speaking, keeping fast Imld r>f him till they 
were both in tliu cliamber of Victor Lee, where they had slept 
on a former occasion. Even then ho continued to hold Wild- 
rake, until the sci'vant had arranged the lights, and was dismissed 
from tlie room ; tlien lotting liim go, addressed him with the up- 
braiding question, " Art thou not a prudent and sagacious per- 
son, who in times like these seek’st every opportunity to argue 
yourself into a broil, or embroil yourself m au argument 1 Out 
on you !” 

“ Ay, out on me, indeed,” said the cavalier ; out on me for a 
poor tamo-spiritod creature, that submits to be bandied about m 
this manner, by a man who is neither better bom nor better bred 
than myself. J tell thee, Mark, you make an iintair use of your 
advantages over me. Why will you not let me go from you, and 
live and die after my own fashion V* 

** Because, before we had been a week separate, I should hear 
of your dying after the fashion of a dog. Come, my good friend, 
what madness ivas it in thee to fall foul on Harzison, and then to 
enter into useless argument with Bletson 

Why, w'e are in the Devil’s house, 1 tliink, and 1 would 
willingly give the landlord his doc wherever 1 travel. To have 
sent him Hamson, or Bletson now, just as a lunch to stop his 
appetite, till Crom” 

Hu^ ! stone walls have ears,” said Everard, looking around 
him. " Here stands thy night-drink. Look to thy arms, for wo 
must be as careful as if the Avenger of Blood were behind us. 
Yonder is thy bed — and I, as thou seest, have one prepared in 
the parlour. The door only divides us.” 

** Which 1 will leave open, in case thou shouldst holla for as- 
sistanoe, as yonder Nullifidian hath it — But how hast thou got all 
this so well put in order, good patron V* 

^ I gave the steward Tomldm notice of my purpose to sleep 
here.” 

** A strange fellow that,” said Wildrake, " and, as I judge, has 
taken measure of every one’s foot— all seems to pass throu^ his 
liands.” 

« He ii^ I haveimdentood,” replied Everard, ^ one of the men 
formed hf the times^Jias a ready gift of preaching and expound- 
ing, wMim keeps lum in high tenns with the Ind^iendents ; and 
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recommendB himself to the more moderate people by his intclH- 
genee and activity.’* 

Hob hi8 bincerity ever been doubted 1” said Wildrake. 

“ Never, that 1 heard of,” said the Colonel ; “ on tlie contrary, 
he baa been familiarly called Honest Joe, and Trusty Tomkins. 
For my port, 1 believe his buicerity has always kept pace witli 
his interest. — But come, finibli tliy cup, and to bed. — What, all 
emptied at one draught !” 

" Adszookers, yes — ^my vow forbids me to make two on’t ; but, 
never fear — ihe nightcap will only warm my brain, not clog it. 
So, man or devil, give me notice if you are dii^urlx'd, and rel^ on 
me 111 a twinkling.” So saving, the cavalier retreatt^d into his 
separate apartment, and Colonel Everard, taking off the must 
cumbrous paii: of his dress, lay down m his hose and doublet, 
and composed himself to rest. 

He vras awakened from bleep by a slow and solemn strain of 
music, which died away as at a cUstance*. He btarted up, and 
felt for hib arms, which he found clone Itcside liim. His tempo- 
rary bed being w'ithout curtauib, he could look around him w'lth- 
out difficult} ; but as there remained in the chimney only a 
few red embers of the fire, which he liad arrauginl before he 
went to bleep, it was impossible he could discCm any thing. 
He felt, therefore, in spito of his natural courage, that unde- 
fined and thrilling species of tremor which attends a sense that 
danger is near, and an uncertainty concerning its cause and cha- 
meter. Reluctant as he was to >ield belief to supernatural oi*- 
currcncos, we have already said he was not absolutely incredu- 
lous ; as perliaps, even in this more sceptical age, there are many 
fewer complete and absolute infidels on tins particular than give 
tliemselves out for such. Uncertain whether be had not dream- 
ed of these sounds which seemed yet in his ears, ho w'as unwil- 
ling to risk the raillery of his friend hy Bummoning him to bin 
assistance. He sat up, therefore, in his bed, not without ex- 
penencing that nervous aviation to which bravo men aa well 
as cowards are subject ; witli this difference, that the one sinks 
under it, like the' vine under the hail-storm, and the other col- 
lects his energies to shake it off, as tlio cedar of Lebanon is said 
to elevate its Itoughs to disperse the snow which accumulates up- 
on them. 

The story of Harrison, in his own absolute despite, and not- 
withstanding a secret suspicion which he had of trick or conniv- 
ance, returned on his mind at this dead and solitary hour. Har- 
rison, he remembered, had described the vision by a oircum- 
stance of its appearance different from that which his own re- 
marit had bemi calculated to suggest to tho mind of the vision- 
ary p— that bloody napkin, always pressed to tlie side, was then a 
riremnstance present either to his bodily eye, or to that of hia 
agitated imagination. Did, then, the muraex^ revisit the living 
liaimts of those who had forced them from the stage with all thrir 
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Bins unaccounted for 1 And if they did, not the same per- 
mission authorise other visitations of a similar nature, to worn — 
to instruct— to punisli ? Rash aro they, was his conclusion, and 
orodulouB, who receive as trutli every talc of the kind ; but no 
less rash may it be, to limit the power of the Creator o\ or the 
works which he has made, and to suppose that, by the permis- 
sion of the Author of Nature, the Ia^^B of Nature may not, in 
peculiar cases, and for high purposes, ho temporarily suspended. 

While these thoughts passed through Evorard's niind, feelings 
unknown to him, even wlien he stood hrst on the rough and peni- 
uuB edge of battle, gamed ground upon him. lie feared he 
knew not what ; and \ihcre an open and dineerniblc peril would 
have dmwn out his courage, the absolute uncertainty of bis 
situation increased his sense of the danger. He felt an almost 
irresistible dcsiro to spring from his and heap fuel on the 
dying embers, expecting by the blaze to see some sti'ango sight 
in hib chamber. Ho w'as also strongly tcmi»tc‘(l to awaken WiJd- 
rake ; but shame, stronger than fear itself, checked these im- 
pulses. What* should it be thought that Markham Everard, 
held oiu* of the best soldiers who had drawu a sviord in this sad 
war — Markham Everard, who had obtaiiu^d such distinguiuhcd 
rank in the army of the Parliament, though so \ ouiig in years, 
was afraid of remaining by himself in a twilight-room at mid- 
nidit f It never should be said. 

This was, however, no charm for his unpleasant current of 
thought. There rushed on his mind the various tradidons of 
Victor Lee’s chamber, which, though he had often dospised them 
os vague, unauthenticated, and inconsistent rumours, engendered 
by ancient superstition, and transmitted from generation to gene- 
ration by loquacious ci^ulity, had yet something in them, which 
<Hd not tend to allay tho present uujiloasant state of his nerves. 
Then, when ho recollected the events of that very afternoon, the 
weapon pressed against his throat, and the strong arm which 
threw him backward on the floor — if tlio remembrance served to 
contradict the idea of flitting phantoms, and unreal daggers, it 
certainly induced him to believe, that there was in some part of 
this oxtensi^e mansion a party of cavaliers, or malignauts, har- 
boured, who might arise in the night, overpower the guards, and 
execute upon them all, but on Harrison in particular, as one of 
the regicide judges, that vengeance, which was so eagerly thirsted 
for by the attached followers of tho slaughtered monarch. 

He endeavoured to console himaclf on this subject by the 
number and position of tiie guards, yet still was dissatlsfled with 
hinuelf for not having taken yet more exact precautions, and for 
keeping on extorted promise of rilence, which might consign so 
many of his rarty to uo danger of assassination. These thoughts, 
connected with his military duties, awakened another train of 
reflections. He bethought liimseif, that all he could now do, was 
to visit the sentries, and asoertain that they were awake, alert, 
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on tbo watch, and so nituatod, that in time of need they might 
be ready to support each other, — ‘‘This better befits me/’ he 
thought, " than to be here hke a child, frightening tnyaclf with 
the old uoman*s legend, which 1 have laughed at when a boy. 
What although rdd Victor Lee ^ as a sacrilegious man, as common 
report goes, and bn>wod ale m the font which he brought from 
the ancient palace of Uol.^rood, while church and building were 
m flames i And hat although his eldest son was when a child 
scalded to death in tiie same veasel f ' Jlow many churches have 
been dcmolislied Miice Ins time t How many fonts desecrated ! 
So many indeed, that wore the vengt^ance of Heaven to visit such 
aggressions in a supernatural manner, no er^riier in England, no, 
not the most petty parish church, but would have its apparition. 
— Tush, those are idle fancies, unw'orthy, especially, to bo enter- 
tained by those educat'd to believe tliat sanctity resides in the 
intention and the act, not in the buildings or fonts, or tlio form of 
worsliip.” 

As thus he called together the articles of his Calvinistic creed, 
the bell of the great clock (a token seldom silent in such luira- 
tives) tolled three, and was immediately iollowed b} tlie huarne 
call of tho sentinels through vault and gallery, up stairs and 
beneath, cliallcnging and answering each other with tho usual 
watch-word, All's Well. Their voices miugl(>d with the deep 
boom of the bell, yet ceased before that was silent, and when they 
had died away, tlie tingling echo of the prolonged knell was 
scai'cely audible. Ere yet Uiat last distant tingling had finally 
subsided into silence, it seemed as if it again was awakened ; and 
Everard could hardly judge at first whetlicr a new echo had taken 
up the falling cadence, or wliether some other and separate sound 
was disturbing ruicw the silence to which the di ep knell bad, as 
its vuico ceased, contdgned tho ancient mansion and the woods 
around it. 

But the doubt w'as soon cleared up. The musical tones, which 
had mingled with the dying echoes of tho knell, seemed at first 
to prolong, and afterwards to survive them. A wild strain of 
melody, beginning at a distance, and growing louder as it ad- 
vanced, seemed to pass from room to room, from cabinet to gal- 
lery, from hall to bower, through the deserted and dishonoured 
ruins of the ancient rosidence of so many sovereigns ; and, as it 
approached, no soldier gave alarm, nor did any of the numerous 
guests of various degrees, who spent an unpleasant and terrified 
night in that ancient mansion, seem to dare to announce to each 
other the inexplicable cause of apprebenhion. 

Evexard’s excited state of mind did not permit him to be so 
passive. The sounds approached so nigh, that it seemed they 
were performing, in tlie very next apartment, a solemn service 
for the dead, when he gave the alaitn, by calling loudly to his 
tmsty atton^nt and friend Wildrake, who slumbered in &e next 
chamber with only a door betwixt them, and even that ajar* 
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^ Wildrake — Wildrake ! — Up t Dob! thou not hear the 
alarm V’ 

There was no answer from 'Wildrake, though the musical 
sounds, which now rung through the apartment, a& if the per- 
formers had actually been within its precincts, would have been 
sufficient to awaken a sleeping person, even without tlie shout 
of his comrade and (wtron. 

" Alarm! — Roger Wildrake — alarm !” again called Everard, 
getting out of bed and grasping his weapons — Get a light, and 
ci^' alarm !” 

There wus no answer. His voice died away as the sound of 
the music seemed also to die ; and the same soft sweet voice, which 
still to his thinking resembled that of Alice Lee was heard in his 
apartment, and, as he thought, at no distance from him. 

" Your comrade will not answer,** said the low soft voice. 

Those only hear the* alarm whose consciences ieel the call )** 

** Again this mummery !** said Everard. 1 am better armed 
than 1 was of late ; and but for the sound of tliat voice, the speaker 
had bought his trifling dear.” 

It was singular, we may obsorvo in passing, that the instant 
the distinct sounds of the human voice were heard by Everard, 
all idea of supernatural interference was at an end, and tlie charm 
by which he had been formerly fettered appeared to be broken ; 
so much is the influence of imaginary or superstitious terror de- 
l^ndent (so far as respects strong judgments at least) upon what 
IS vague or ambiguous ; and so readily do distinct tones, and ex- 
press ideas, bring such judgments back to the cui-reut of ordinary 
life. The voice returned answer, as addressing his thoughts as 
well as his words. 

"We laugh at the weapons thou thinkest should terrify ufr— 
Over the guardians of Woodstock they have no power. Fire, if 
thou wilt, and try the effect of thy weapons. But know, it is not 
our purpose to harm thee — ^thou art of a falcon breed, and noble 
in thy disj^tion, though, unreclaimed and ill-nurtured, thon 
haiintest with kites and carrimi crows. Wing thy flight from 
hence on the morrow, for if thou tarriest with the bats, owls, 
vultures and ravens, which have thought to nestle here, thou 
wilt inevitably share their fate. Away then, that these halls 
may be swept and garnished for the reception of those who have 
A better right to inhabit them.*’ 

Everard answered in a raised voice. — " Once more 1 worn you, 
think not to defy me in vain. 1 am no child to be frightened by 
goblin’s tales ; and no coward, armed as 1 am, to be alarmed at 
the tiuwats of banditti. If I ^ve you a moment’s indulgence, it 
is Ibr die sake of dear and mismded friends, who may bo oon- 
eeamed wi& ihia dangerous ganmol. Know, I can bring a troop 
of BoidisEB round the castle, who wili search its most inward re- 
c e ssea to the airihor of tfaia audacioua frolic ; and if that search 
ahofldd fiul, it vriU cost but a few barrels of gunpowder to make 
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the mansion a heap of ruin<(, and bury under them the authors of 
such an iil-jadf;ed pastime/* 

** You speak proudly. Sir Colonel/* said another voice, similar 
to that harsher and strongt^r tone by which he had been addressed 
in the gallery ; “ try your courage in this direction.” 

" You should not dare mo twice,” said Colonel Everard, *^had 
1 a glimpse of light to take aim by.” 

As he spoke, a sudden gleam of light wan thrown with a bril> 
lianey which almost dazzled the speaker, showing distinctly a 
form somewhat rosembliiig that of Victor Lee, as rc|yn*flcntcd in 
his picture, holding in one hand a lady completely veiled, and in 
the othor his leading-staff, or truncheon. Both figures were ani- 
mated, and, an it appeared, standing within six feet of him. 

“ Were it not for the woman,” said Everard, « I w'ould not lie 
thus mortally dared.” 

Sparc not for the female form, but do your worst,” rephed 
tlie same voice. “ I defy you.” 

^ Repeat your defiance when I have counted thnee,** said 
Everard, " and take the* punishment of your iijHolencc. Onco— 
I have cocked my pistol — Twice— 1 never missed my aim-- By 
uU that is sacred, I fire if you do not withdraw. When 1 pro- 
nounce the next number, I will shoot you dead where yon stand. 

I am yet unwilling to shed blood — I give you another chance of 
flight-^»nce— twice — tiibice !” 

Everard aimed at tho bosom, and discharged his pistol. The 
figure waved its arm in an attitude of scorn ; and a loud laugh 
.iroso, during which the light, as gradually growing weaker, danced 
and glimmered upon the apparition of tlie aged knight, and then 
disappeared. Everard's hie-hlood ran cold to his heart — Had 
he been of fiuman mould,” he thought, ** tlie huUet must have 
pierced him — hut I have neither will nor power to fight with 
HumrnatunU beings.” 

The feeling of oppression was now so strong as to be actually 
sickening. He groped his way, however, to the fireside, and flung 
on the emboTB which were yet gleaming, a handful of dry fueL 
It presently blazed, and afforded him light to see the room m 
every dire^ion. llo looked cautiously, almost timidly, around, 
and naif expected some horrible phantom to become viiuble. But 
ho saw nothing save the old fwuiture, the reading-desk, and 
other articles, which had been loft in the same state as when Sir 
Henry Lee departed. He felt an uncontrollable desire, minified 
with much repugnance, to look at the portrait of the ano^ent 
knight, which the form he had seen so strongly resembled. He 
hecutated betwixt the opposing feelings, but at length snatehed, 
with desperate resolntum, the ta^ which he had extinguished, 
and relighted it, ere tiie blaze of the fuel had again died away. 
He held it up to the ancient portrait of Victor Lee, and gased on 
it with eager curiosity, not unminglcd with fear. Almost the 
ehilduh temm of his eoriier days returned, and he thought the 
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severe pale eye of the ancient warrior followed hin, and menaced 
him with its displeasure. And although he quickly argued him- 
self out of such an absurd belief, yet the mixed feelings of his 
mind wore expressed m words that seemed half addressed to the 
ancient portrait. 

“ Soul of my mother’s ancestor/* he said, " be it for weal or for 
woe, by designing men, or by supernatural beings, that these an- 
cient halls aro disturbed, 1 am resolved to leave them on the mor- 
row,” 

“ I rejoice to hear it, with all my soul,” said a voice liehmd 
him. 

Ho turned, saw a tall figure in white, with a sort of turban 
upon its head, and dropping the candle in the exertion, instantly 
grappled with it. 

Thou at least are palpable,” he said. 

“Palpable?** answered he whom be grasped so strongly— 
“ “Sdea^, methiiiks you might know that without tho risk of 
choking me ; and if you loosi.' mo not, 1*11 show you tliat two can 
play at the game of wrestling.*’ 

“ Roger Wildrake !” said Everard, letting the cavalier loose, 
and stepping back. 

“ llogur Wildrake ? ay, truly. Did you take me for Roger 
Racon, come to help you to raise the de^ ? — for the place bmells 
of sulphur eonsumedly 

“ It IS tho pistol I bred — Did you not hear it ?** 

“ Why, yes, it was the first thing waked me — for that nightcap 
which 1 pulled on, made me sleep like a dormouse — Pshaw, 1 fuel 
my brains giddy with it yot” 

“ And wherefore came you not on the instant \ — I never needed 
help more.” 

“ I came as fast as I could,” answered Wildrake ; “ but it was 
some time ere I got my seases coUccted, for I was dreaming of 
that cursed field at Naseby — and then the door of my room was 
bliut, and hard to open, till I played the locksmith with my foot.” 

“ How ! it was open when I w'cnt to bed,” said Everard. 

“ It was locked when 1 came out of bed, though,” said Wild- 
rake, “ and I marvel you heard me not when I forced it open.” 

“ My mind was occupied otherwise,” said Everard. 

“ Well,” said Wildrake, “ but what has happened ? — Here am 
Ibolt upright^ and ready to fight, if this yawning fit will give me 
leave — Motlier Redcap's mightiest is weaker I drank last 
nighty by a bushel to a barleycorn — I have quaffed the very 
eluLir of malt — Hur— yaw.” 

“ And some opiate besides, I should think,” said Everard. 

“ Very like — ^very like — less than the pistol-shot would not 
waken me ; even me, who with but an ordinary grac&ciip, deep 
as Ugjlitiiy aa a maiden on the first of May, when she watches for 
the eariiest beam to go to gather dew. Bnt what are you about 
to do next?” 
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“ Nothing,” answered Everard. 

^ Nothing?” said Wildrako, in surprise. 

1 sficak it/’ sitid Colonel Everard, “ less for jour informa- 
tion, tlian for tliat of others who may hear me, tliat i « ill lea\ e 
the Lodge this morning, and, if it is possible, remove the Commis- 
hioners.” 

Hark/’ said Wihlrake, “ do you not hear some noise, like the 
distant sound of the applause of a tlieatrc \ The goblins of tin: 
plaee rejoice in jour «leparture.** 

“ I sliall leave Woodhtock,” said Everard, “ to the occupation 
of my unci'' Sir Henry Lee, and liis familj, if th<.j choose to rt*- 
suine it ; not that 1 am friglitencd into tliih as a concession to the 
series of artihcos which have been played off on this occasion, 
hut solely because such w'as my intontion from the begnimiig. 
But let me warn,” (lie added, raising his voict',) — “ let me warn 
the parties concerned in this comhiiiation, that tlinugh it may pass 
off sueeesaiully on a fool like Deaborough, a visionary like Har- 
rison, a coward like BU^tsou” 

Here a voice distinctlj' sjuike, as standing near them — or a 
wise, moderate, and resolute person, like Colonel Evt'ranh” 

“ By Ht'aven, the voice came from tlic picture/’ said Wild- 
rako, drawing lus sword; will pink his plated armour fur 
him.” 

“ Offi'r no vudcnce,” said Everard, startled at the interruption^ 
but resuming witli firmness what he w'as saying — Let those 
engaged be aware, that however this string of artifices may be 
immediately successful, it must, wrhen clostdy looked into, bo 
attended with the punishment of all concerned— the total demo- 
lition of Woodstock, and the irremediable downfall of the family 
of Lee. Let all <'oncerucd tliiiik of this, and desLtt in time.” 

He paused, and almost expt'cted a reply, but none such came. 

“ It is a v<*ry odd thing/' said Wildrake ; “ but— jaw-ha — my 
brain caimut compass it just now ; it wldrls round like a toast in 
a bowl of muscadine ; 1 must sit down — haw-jaw — and discusb it 
at leisure — Gramcrcy, good elbow'chair.” 

So saying, he thx'ew himself, or rather sank gradually down 
oil a large easy-chair, which had been often pressed bj the weight 
of stout Sir Ilcnry Lee, and in an instant was sound asleep. 
Everard was for from feeling the same inclination for slumber, 
yet his mind w'as relieved of the apprehension of any farther 
visitation tliat night ; for ho considered lus treaty to ev^ate 
Woodstock as mn^e known to, and accepted in all probability by, 
those whom the intrusion of the Commissioners had mducra to 
fake Budi singular measures for expelling them. His opinion, 
which had for a time bent tow'ards a belief in something super- 
natuxal in the disturbances, liad now returned to the more rational 
mode of accounting for them by dexterous comblnatiun, for which 
such a mansion as Woodstock afforded so many facilities. 

He heaped the hearth with fuel, lighted tne candle, and ex« 
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nmlning poor Wildrake'a situation, adjusted him as in the 
ciiair sa he could, the cavalier stirring his limbs no more than an 
iitfant. His situation went far, in liia patron^s opimon, to mfer 
trick and confederacy, for ghosts have no occasion to drug men’s 
possets. He threw himself on the bed, and wliile he thougiit 
these strange circumstances over, a sweet and low strain of music 
stole through tlio chamber, the words ^ Good night — good niglit 
— good night,” thrice repeated, each time m a softer and more 
distant tone, seeming to assure liim that the goblins and he were 
at truce, if not at peace, and that he had no more disturbance 
to expect that night. Ho had scarcely die courage to call out 
a ‘‘good night for, after all his conviction of the existence (d 
a trick, it was so W'ell performed as to bring with it a feeling of 
fear, just like wliat an audience experience during the perfor- 
mance of a tragic scene, which Uicy know to be unre^, and which 
yet affects their passions by its near approach to nature. Sleep 
overtook him at last, and left him not till broad dayhght on tb(‘ 
ensuing morning. 


CHAPTER XVI. 

And yonder ■bines Aurora's harbinger, 

At 'whoiie approach ghnstK, waiiduriiig liore and thurr 
Troop homo to churchyard. 

3f,a*ummer Xigkt's Uroim 

With the fresh air and the rising of morning, every feeling of 
the preceding night had passed away from Colonel Everard's 
mind, exceptmg wonder how the effects which he had witnessed 
could be produced. Ho examined the whole room, sounding bolt, 
floor, and wainscot with his knuckles and cane, but was unable 
to discern any secret passages ; while the door, secured by a strong 
crons bolt, and the lock besides, remained as firm as when lie 
had fastened it on the preceding evening. The apparition re- 
sembling Victor Lee next called his attention. Ridiculous stories 
had been often circulated, of this figure, or one exactly resembling 
it, having been met with by night among the waste apartments 
and corridors of the old palace ; and ktarkham Everard had often 
heard such in his childliood. He was angry to recollect his own 
deficiency of courage, and the thrill which ho felt on the preced- 
ing nighi^ when by oonfoderaey, doubtless, such an object was 
placed before hia eyes. 

^ Surdy,” he said, " this fit of childish folly could not make me 
miss my aim-^-more likely that the bullet had been withdrawn 
clandestinely from my 

He examined that which was imdisehaiged— he found the bul- 
let in it. He investigated the apartment opposite to the point at 
which he had fired, and, at five feet from the floor in a direct line, 
Vetween the bed-side and the place where the appearances had 
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been soen, a pistol-bal] had recently buried itself in the wainacut. 
He had little doubt, therefore, that he had fired in a just direc- 
tion ; and indeed to have arrived at the place where it was lodged, 
the bullet must have passed through the appearance at which he 
aimed, and proceeded point lilank to the wall beyond. This was 
mysterious, and induced him to doubt whether the art of witch- 
craft or conjuration had not been called in to assist the machina- 
tions of those daring conspirators, who, being themselves mortal, 
might, nevertheless, accor^ng to the uhiveraal creed of the times, 
have invoked and obtained asBistance from tlie inhabitants of 
another world. 

His next investigation respected the picture of Victor Let' 
itself. He examined it minutely as he stood on the floor befom 
it, and compared its pale, shadowy, faintly-traced outlmcs, its 
faded colours, the stern reposo of the eye, and death-like pallid- 
ness of the countenance, with its different aspect on the preceding 
night, when illuminated by the artificial light which fell full upon 
it, while it left every other part of the room in comparative dark- 
ness. Tho features seemed then to have an unnatui^ glow, while 
tlic rising and falling of the flamo in the chimuoy gave the head 
and limto someihing which resembled the appcar^ce of actual 
motion. Now, seen by day, it was a mere picture of llie hard and 
ancient school of Holbein ; last night, it seemed for the moment 
something more. Determined to get to the bottom of this con- 
trivance if possible, Everard, by tho assistance of a table and 
chair, examined the portrait still more closely, and endeavoured 
to ascertain the existence of any private spring, by which it might 
bo slipt aside, — a contrivance not unfrequent in ancient buildings, 
which usually abounded with means of access and escape, com- 
municated to none but the lords of tho castle, or tlieir immediate 
confidants. Hut the panel on which Victor Leo was painted was 
firmly fixed in the wainsicoting of tho apartment, of which it made 
a part) and tho Colonel satisfied himself that it could not have 
been used for tho purpose which ho had suspected. 

He next aroused his faitliful squire, Wildrake, who, notwith- 
standing his deep share of tho " blessedness of sleep,” had scarce 
oven yet got rid of the effects of the gnusc-cup of fiie preceding 
evening. ^ It was the reward,” aecurding to his own view of the 
matter, of his temperance ; ono single draught having made 
him sleep more late and more sound than a matter of half-a-dozen, 
or from thence to a dozen pujQ% would have done, when ho was 
guilty of Oie enormity of rere-suppers,* and of drinking deep after 
them.” 

" Had your temperate diaught,” aid Evecard, " been but a 
thonflht more strongly season^ Wildrake, thou badst alept so 
sound fiiat the last trump only e^d have waked thee.” 

^ And then,” answezed Wildrake,^ 1 should have waked with 


* See Note fi.— B«r»*8iipp«n. 
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a licadach, Mark ; fur I aoc my modest sip has not exempted me 
from that epilofpje. — But let us go forth, and see how the night, 
which we have passed so strangely, has been spent by the rest of 
them. I suspect they are all right willing to evacuate Wood* 
stock, unleas tlu'v have either rested better than we, or at least 
been more lucky in hxlgiTigR.” 

In that ca^e, I will dispatch thee down to Joceline's hut, to 
negotiate the ru-entrance of Sir Henry Leo and hie family into 
their old apartments, W'here, my interest with the General bring 
joined with tlie indifferent repute of the place itself, 1 tliink tliey 
liave little chance of being disturbed oitlicr the present, or by 
any new Commibsioners.” 

" But how are they to dc'fend themselves against the fiends, my 
gallant Colonel 1 ” said Wildrake. Methiiiks liad 1 an interest 
m yonder pretty girl, such as thou dost boast, I should be loth 
to expooe her to the teiTors of a rebideuce at Woodstock, where 
tliese devils — 1 beg tlieir pardon, for 1 suppose they hear every 
word wo sa^ — ^tliesc merry goblins — ^niako such gay work from 
twilight till morning.'* 

“ My dear Wildrake,'* said tho Colonel, " I, as well as you, 
behove it posaiblo tliat our speech may be overheard ; but I care 
not, and will speak my mind plainly. 1 trust Sir Henry and 
Alice arc not engaged in this silly plot ; I oaimot roconcilc it 
with the pride of the one, the modesty of the other, or the good 
sense of both, tliat any motive could engage them in so strange a 
conjunction. But the (lends ore all of your own political per- 
suasion, Wildrake, all true-blue cavaliers ; and 1 am convinced, 
that Sir Henry and Alice Lee, though they be unconnected with 
them, have nut tlie slightest cause to be apprehensivo of their 
goblm nuicliinations. Besides, Sir Henry and Joceline must 
know every corner about the place ; it will be far more difficult 
to play off any ghostly machinery upon him than upon strangers. 
But let us to our toilet, and when water and brush have done 
their work, we will enquire wrhat is next to be done.** 

** Nay, that wretched puritan’s garb of mine is hardly worth 
brusliing,” said Wildrake ; ^ and but for this hundred-weight of 
rusty iron, with w'hich thou hast bedizened me, 1 look more Uke 
a bankrupt Quaker than any thing else. But I’ll make you as 
bpruoe as over was a canting rogue of your party.** 

So saying, and humming at the same time the cavalier tune, — 

*' * Though far a time we aee Whiteluill 
With cobwchf bung uound the wall. 

Yet Uearen nhall moke amende for all. 

When the King ehall enjoy hii own again/ ■ ■ 

" Thou forgettest who are without,** said Colond Everord. 

« remember who are within/* replied his friend. ^ I 

onl|y aiag to my merry goblin^ who will like me all the bettor for 
It. Tosh, maoi the devils are my 6&jios toeios, and when 1 see 
them, I will warrant they prove such roaring boys as 1 knew 
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when 1 served under Lumford and Goring, fellows with long 
nails that nothing escaped, bottomless atomachs, that noUiing 
filled, — ^mad for pillaging, ranting, drinking, and fighting, — sleep- 
ing rough on the trenches, and dying stubbornly in their boots. 
Ah ! those merry days are gone. *W ell, it is the faaliion to make 
a grave face on't among cavaliers, and specially the parsons that 
have lost their tithe-pigs ; but I was fitted for llie element of the 
time, and never did or can desire merrier days than 1 had during 
that same barbarous, bloody, and unnatural rebellion.’* 

" Thou wert ever a wild sea-bird, Roger, even according to 
your name ; liking the gale better than the calm, the boisterous 
ocean better than the smooth lake, and your rough, wild struggle 
against the wind, than daily food, case, and quiet.” 

“ Pshaw ! a fig for your smooth lake, and } our old woman to 
feed me with brewer's grains, and the poor drako obliged to come 
swattexing whenever she whistles 1 Evorard, 1 like to feel the 
wind rustle agamst my pinions, — now diving, now on the crest of 
the wave, now in ocean, now m sky — ^that is the wild> drake’s jo>, 
my grave one ! And in the Civil War so it went with us — dow'ii 
in one county, up in another, beaten to-day, victorious to-niorrow 
— ^now starving in some barren leaguer — now revelling in a Pron- 
byterian's pantry — ^his cellars, his plate-chest, liis old judicial 
thumb-ring, his pretty serving-wench, all at command !” 

“ Hush, friend,” said Everard ; ** remember 1 hold that per- 
suasion.” 

“ More the pity, Mark, more the pity,” said Wildrakc ; « but, 
as you say, it is needless talking of it. Let us e’en go and see 
how your Presbyterian pastor, Mr. Holdenougli, has fared, and 
whether he has proved more able to foil the foul Fiend than have 
you his disciple and auditor.” 

They left the apartment accordingly, and were overwhelmed 
with the various incoherent accounts of sentinels and others, all 
of whom had seen or heard something extraordinary in the 
course of the night. It is needless to describe particularly the 
various rumours which each contributed to the common stock, with 
the greater alacrity that in such cases there seems always to be a 
sort of disgrace in not having seen or suffered as much as others. 

' The most moderate of the narrators only talked of sounds like 
the mewing of a cat, or the growling of a dog, especially the 
squeaking of a pig. They heard also as if it had been nails 
driven and saws lucd, and the clashing of fetters, and the rust- 
ling of rilk gowns, and the notes of music, and in short all sorts of 
sounds which have nothing to do w'lth each other. Others swore 
the^ had smelt savours of various kinds, chiefly bituminous, indi- 
catmg a Satanic derivation; others did not indeed swear, but 
protested, to yisions of men in armour, horses without heads, 
aesea with horas, and cows with rix le^ not to mention black 
figures, whose cloven hooves gave plain infomiation what realm 
th^ brionged to. 
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But these strongly-attested cases of nocturnal disturhances 
among the sentinels had been so general as to prevent alarm and 
succour oil any particular point, so that those who were on duty 
called in vain on the corps-de-garde^ who were trembling on their 
own post ; and an alert enemy might have done complete execu- 
tion on the whole garrison. But amid this general alerte^ no 
violence appeared to ho meant, and annoyance, not injury, seemed 
to have been the goblin’s object, excepting in the case of one poor 
fellow, a trooper, who had followed Harrison in half his battles, and 
now was sentinel in that very vestibule upon which Everard had 
recommended thorn to mount a guard. Ho liad presented his 
carabine at something which came suddenly upon him, when it 
was wrested out of his hands, and ho himself knocked down with 
the but-end of it. His broken head, and the drenched bedding 
of Desborough, upon whom a tub of ditch-water had been emptied 
during his sleep, were the only pieces of real evidence to attest 
the disturbances of the night. 

The reports from Harrison's apartment were, as delivered by 
the grave Master Tomkins, tliat truly the General had passed the 
night undisturbed, though there was still upon him a deep sleep, 
and a folding of tho hands to slumber ; from which Everard 
argued that the machinators had esteemod Harrison's part of tho 
reckoning sufficiently {laid off on the preceding evening. 

He then proceeded to the apartment doubly garrisoned bv tbe 
worshipful Desborough, and the philosophical Blctson. They 
were both up and dressing themselves ; the former open-mouthed 
in his feeling of fear and suffering. Indeed, no sooner had Eve- 
rard entert'd, than the ducked and dismayed Ccdonel made a dis- 
mal complaint of the way he had spent tlie night, and murmured 
not a little against his worshipful kinsman for imposmg a task 
upon liini which inferred so much annoyance. 

Could not his Excellency, my kinsman Noll," he said, " have 
given his poor relative and brother-in-law a sop somewhere else 
than out of this Woodstock, which seems to be the devil’s own 
porridge-pot < 1 cannot sup broth with the devil ; 1 liave no 

long spoon — not I. Could he not have quartered me in some 
quiet comer, and given this haunted place to some of his preachers 
and prayers, who know tho Bible as well as the muster-roin 
whereas I know the four hooves of a clean-going nag, or the 
points of a team of oxen, bettor than all the books of Moses. But 
1 will give it over, at onci' and for ever ; hopes of earthly gam 
shall never make me run tlie risk of being carried away b&ily 
by the devil, besides being set upon my head one whole night, 
and soused with ditch-watw the next — No, no ; 1 am too wise for 
that.” 

Master Bletsou had a different part to act. He complained of 
no personal annoyances ; on the contrary, he declared he should 
have idept as well as ever he did in his life but for the abominable 
dialQKiNuioeB sxound him, of men calling to arms every half hour, 
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when 80 much as a eat trotted by one of their posts — He ^ould 
rather, he said, “ have slept among a whole sabaoth of witches, if 
such Cl catures could be found.*’ 

^ Then you tliink there are no such things as apparitions, Mas- 
ter Bletaon 1 ” said Everard. ** I used to be sceptical on the sub- 
ject ; but, on my life, to-night has been a strange one.” 

“ Dreams, dreams, dreams, my simple Colomd,” said Bletsoii, 
though his pale face and shaking limbs belied the assumed cou- 
rage with which he spoke. <<Oid Chaucer, sir, hath told us tlie 
real moral on’t — He was an old frequenter of the forest of Wood- 
stock, here” 

^ Chaser ?** said Deshorough ; '‘some huntsman, belike, by his 
name. Does he walk, like Ileame at Windsor 1” 

“Chaucer,” said Bletaon, “my dear Deshorough, is one ol 
those wonderful fellows, as Colonel Everard knows, who live 
many a hundred years after tliey are buried, and whose words 
haunt our ears after their bones arc long mouldered in the 
dust.” 

“ Ay, ay ! well,” answered Deshorough, to wliom tins descrip- 
tion of the old poet was unintelhgihie — 1 fur one desire his room 
rather than his company ; one of your conjurors, 1' warrant him. 
But what saj'b he to the matter I” 

“ Only a slight spell, which I will take the freedom to repeat 
to Colonel Everard,*’ said Bletson ; “ but w'hich would be as bad 
as Greek to thee, Deshorough. Old Geoffrey lajs the whole 
blame of our nocturnal disturbanco on superfluity of humours, 

‘ Which I ausen fulk to dred in their dreatn^ 
i}f arroHCM, and of fire with red fleams, 

KikLI ae the hunmnr of melancholy 
f ■ t'- ; .1 1\ ,1 man m Hlt(.p to cry 
J • r ■ .11 I ■ • I bulls and bears black, 

^ ii . I'liK.rs II black devils will them take.’ 

While he was thus declaiming, Everard observed a book stick- 
ing out from beneath the pillow of the bed lately occupied by tlio 
honourable member. 

“ Is that Chaucer T’ he said, making to the volume ; “ 1 would 
like to look at the passage” 

“ Chaucer 1’* said Bletson, liastening to interfere ; “ no-»tliat 
Lucretius, my darling Lucretius, 1 cannot let j'ou see it ; 1 have 
some private marks.” 

But by this time Everard had the book in his hand. “ Lucre- 
tius % ” he said ; “ no, Master Bletson, this is not Lucretius, but 
a fitter comforter m dread or in danger — Why should you be 
ashamed of it \ Only, Bletson, instead of resting your head, if 
you can but anchor your heart upon this volume, it may Ber\c 
you in better stead tlian Lucretius or Chancer either.” 

“ Why, what book is it 1” said Bletson, his pale cheek onlonr- 
ing wifii the shame of detection. “ Ob ! the Bible !” tlirowing it 
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down contcmptuouftly ; " some hook of my fellow Gibenn’n ; these 
Jews havt^ been always superstitious — ever since Juvenal's tune, 
thou kiioweht — 

^ Qualiacunquo yoln Judsei aomnia yendunt.’ 

lie left me thf‘ old book for a spell, I warrant you ; for ’tis a well- 
meaning fool.*’ 

“ He would scarce have left the New Testament os well as the 
Olrl,” said l^verard. Come, my dear Bletson, do not be ashamed 
of the wisi'st thing you ever did in your life, supposiiig you took 
your Bible in an hour of apprehension, witli a view to profit by 
the contents.” 

Bletson's vanity was so much galled that it overcame Ills consti- 
tutional cowardice, llis little thin fingers quivered for eagerness, 
his nock and cheeks were as red as scarlet, and his articulation 
was as thick and vehement as — ^in short, as if he had been no phi- 
losopher. 

"Master Everard,” he said, ^you are a man of the sword, sir ; 
and, hir, you seem to suppose yourself entitled to say whatever 
comes into your mind with respect to civilians, sir. But I would 
have you remember, sir, that thcro are bounds beyond winch 
liuman patience may be urged, sir — and jests which no man of 
honour will endure, sii' — and therefore T expect an apology for 
your present language, Colonel Everard, and this unmaiiiiorly 
jesting, sir — or ^uu may chanco to hear from me in a way tliat 
will not please you.” 

Everard could not help smiling at this explosion of valour, en- 
gendered by irritated self-love. 

" Look you, Master Bletson,” he said, " 1 have been a soldier, 
that IS true, but 1 was never a bloody-minded one ; and, as a 
Christian, 1 am unwilling to enlarge the kingdom of darkness by 
sending a new vassal thither before his time. If Heaven gives 
you time to repent, 1 sec no reason why my hand should deprive 
you of It, w'hich, were we to have a rencontre, would be your fato 
m the thrust of a sword, or the pulling of a trigger — 1 therefore 
prefer to apologise ; and I call Desborough, if he has recovered 
llis wits, to bear evidence that I do apologise for having suspected 
you, who are completely the slave of your own vanity, m any 
tendency, however slight, towards grace or good sense. And 1 
farther apologise for the time that I have wasted in endeavour- 
ing to wash an Ethiopian white, or in recommending rational en- 
quiry to a self-willed atheist.” 

Bletson, overjoyed at the turn the matter had taken^for the 
defiance was scarce out of his mouth ere he hegsn to tremble for 
the consequences — answered with great eagerness and servility 
of manner, — ^ Nay, dearest Colonel, say no more of it— an apology 
is all that is necessary among men of honoux^it neither leaves 
didionoar sdtii him who asks it, nor infers degradation on him 
makes it.” 
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" Not such au apology aa I liavu made, 1 trust," said the 
Colonel. 

“ No, no — not m the least,” answered Bletson, — ^‘^one apol('g\ 
sor\o& me just as well as another, and Desborougli will hear wit- 
ness you have made one, and that is all there can be said uii the 
aubjt'ct.” 

“ Master Deshorough and you,” rejoined the Colonel, “ will 
take care how the matter is reported, 1 dare say ; and I onh it*- 
eommend to both, that, if mentioned at all, it may he told cor- 
rectly.” 

Nay, nay, w'e will not mention it at all,” said Blotson, ** we 
will forget it from this moment Only, never suppose me capable 
of superstitious weaknobs. Had 1 been afraid of an appari'iit and 
real danger — wb} siieh fear ib natural to man — ^and J will n*d 
deny that the mood of mind may have happened to me as wi‘ll as 
to others. But to be thought capable of resorting to spoils, .uid 
sleeping with books under my jiillow to secure myself against 
ghosts, — on my word, it was enough to provoke one to 
for the moment, with his very best friend. — And now. Colonel, 
what IS to be done, and how is our duty to be executed at tins 
accursed place 1 If I should get such a wetting as Desbonaigh's, 
why 1 should die of catarrh, though you set* it hurts him no 
more than a bucket of water thrown over a post-horse. You art. 
I presume, a brother in our commission, — how are yuuoi opinion 
we should proceed I ” 

Why, in good time hero comes Harrison,” said Evcraptl, 
** and 1 will lay my eommifision from the Lord-General before 
you all ; which, as .^ou see. Colonel Desborough, commands you 
to desist irom acting on your present auUiority, and iniimatcb his 
pleasaro accordingly, tliat you withdraw from this place.” 

Desborough took ^e paper and examined the signature . — “ It 
IB Noll's siguature sure enough,” said lie, dropping his uudtT 
jaw; only, every time of late he has made the VliTer as large 
as a giant, while the Crorntrell creeps after like a dwarf, as if tlie 
surname were like to disappear one of these day s altogether. But 
is his Excellency, our kinsman, Noll Cromwell (since he has tiie 
surname yet) so unreasonable as to think his relations and friends 
are to be set upon tlieir heads till they have the crick in tbcir 
neck — drenched as if they had been plunged in a horse-pond> 
frightened, day and night, by all sort of devils, witches, and 
fairies, and get not a penny of snuut-money I Adzooks, (forgive 
me for swearing,) if that*8 the case 1 had better home to my 
farm, and mind team and herd, than dangle after such a thank- 
less person, though 1 heme wived his sister. She was poor enough 
when 1 took her, for as high aa Noll holds his head now.” 

^ It IB not my purpose,” said Bletson, ^ to stir debate in this 
honourable meeting ; and no one will doubt the veneration and 
attachment which 1 bear to our noble (general, whom the current 
of events, and his own matchless qualities of courage and con- 
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Rtancy, have raised so high in these deplorable days. — If I were 
to term him a direct and immediate emanation of the yinimuB 
Mfindi itself — something which Nature had produced in her 
proudest hour, while exerting herself, as is her law, for the pre- 
servation of the creatures to whom she has given existence — T 
should scarce exhaust the ideas which 1 entertain of him. Al- 
wavb protesting, that 1 am by no means to be held as admitting, 
but merely as granting for the sake of argument, the iiossiblc 
existence of that siiecics of emanation, or exhalation, from the 
Animus Mundi, of which 1 have made mention. I appeal to 
you, Colonel Dcsboruugh, who are his Excellency's relation — to 
you, Colonel Everord, who hold the dearer title of his friend, 
whether 1 have oveiTated my zeal in his behalf?" 

Everard bowred at this pause, but Dcsborough gave a more 
cuiiiplctc authentication. Nay, 1 can bear witness to that. I 
ha^o been when you were willing to tie his points or brush his 
cloak, or the like — and to be treated thus ungratefully — and gud- 
geoned of the opportunities which had been given you" 

** It is not for that," said Bletsoii, waving his hand gracefully. 

You do me wiMng, Master Desborough — you do indeed, kind 
sir — although I know you meant it not— ^No, sir — no partial 
consideration of private interest prevailed on me to undertake 
this chargo. It was conferred on me by tlie Parliament of Eng- 
land, ill whose name tliis war commenced, and by the Council of 
State, who are the conbcn^ators of England's liberty. And the 
eliancc and serene hope of serving the country, the coniideiice 
that I — and you, Master Desborough — and you, worthy General 
llanison — superior, as 1 am, to all selfish considerations — ^to 
w'hich I am sure you also, good Colonel Everard, would be supe- 
rior, had you been named in this Commission, as I would to 
Heaven you had — 1 say, the hope of serving the country', wdth 
the aid of such respectable associates, one and all of tlieni — ^as 
well as you, Colonel Everard, supposing you to have been of the 
number, induced me to accept of this opportunity, whereby 1 
might, gratuitously', with your assistance, render so much advan- 
tage to our dear mother the Commonwealth of England. — Such 
was mv hope — my trust — my confidence. And now comes my 
Lord-Cxenerai’s warrant to Resolve the authority by which we 
are entitled to act. Gentlemen, 1 ask this honourable meeting, 
(with all respect to his Excellency,^ whetlior his Commission be 
paramount to that from which he himself directly holds Air com- 
mission I No one will say so. 1 ask whether he has climbed 
into the seat from which the late Man desisended, or hath a great 
seal, or means to proceed by prerogative in such a case I 1 can- 
not see reason to believe it, and therefore 1 must resist such 
doctrine. 1 am in your judgment, my brave and honourable 
colleagueB; but^ touching my own poor opinion, 1 fed myseif 
«vader the unhappy necessify of proofing in our oommission, as 
willP mterrupnon had not taken place ; with this addition, that 
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the Board of Sequestrators should sit, by day, at this same Lodge 
of Woodstock, but that, to reconcile the minds of weak brethn^n, 
uho may bo afflicted by superstitious rumours, as well as to avoid 
any practice on our persons by the malignants, who, 1 am con- 
vinced, are busy in tliis neighbourhood, we should reiuovo our 
sittings after sunset to the George Inn, in tlie neighbouring 
borough.” 

(iood Master Bletson,” replied Colonel Everard, it is not 
for me to reply to you ; but you may know in n hat cliaracters 
tliis army of England and their General write their authority. 
1 fear me tlie annotation on this precept of the Geti(*ra], will be 
expressed by the march of a troop of horse from Oxford to see it 
executed. 1 believe tliere are orders i»ut for that efiuct ; and you 
know by late exf^rience, that the soldier will obey his General 
equally against King and Parliameiit.” 

Tliat obedience is conditional,” said Harrison, btartiug 
fiercely up. Know’st thou not, Markham Everard, that I have 
followed the man Cromwell as close as tlie bull-dog follows his 
master? — and so 1 will yet; — but 1 am no bfianiel, either to be 
beaten, or to have the food 1 have earned snatched from me, as 
if 1 were a vile cur, whose wages are a whipping, and free leave 
to wear mv own skin. 1 looked, amongst the three of us, that 
we might honestly, and pioubly, and with advantage to the Com- 
monwealth, have gained out of this commission three, or it may 
be five thousand pounds. And docs Cromwt^ll imagine I will 
part with it for a rough word ! No man goetli a wariare on his 
owm charges. He that serves the altar must live by tlic altar — 
and the saints mubt have means to provide them with good har- 
ness and fresh horses against tho unsealing and the pouring 
forth. Does Cromwell think 1 am so much of a tame tiger as to 
permit him to rend from me at pleasure tho miserable dole he 
hatli thrown me ! Of a surety 1 will resist ; and the men who 
are here, being chiefly of my own regiment — ^meu who wait, and 
who expect, with lamps burning and loins girded, and each one 
his weapon bound upon his thigh, will aid me to make this house 
good against every assault — ay, even against Cromwell himself, 
until the latter coming — Selah ! Selali 

And I,” said Desborougli, ^ will levy troops and protect your 
out-quarters, not choosing at present to close myself up in garri- 
son”— 

** And I,” said Bletson, " will do my paz^ and hie me to tow'U 
and lay the matter before Parliament, arising in my place fur 
that effect.” 

Everard was IHUe moved by all these threats. The only for- 
midable one, indeed, was that of Harrison, whose enthusiasm, 

C )d with his courage, and obstinacy, and character among the 
tics of his own principles, made him a dan^roas enemy. 
Before tzying any arguments with the refractory Major-Geqeralj 



200 


WOODSTOCK. 


Everttrd endeavoured to moderate his feelings, and threw some- 
thing in about tho late disturbances. 

" Talk not to me of supernatural disturbances, 3 'oung man — 
talk not to me of enemies in tho body or out of the body. Am T 
not the champion chosen and commissioned to encounter and U* 
conquer tlic great Dragon, and the Beast which cometh out of the 
seal Am 1 not to command the left wing, and two regiments of 
the centre, when the Saints shall encounter with tlie countless 
legions of Gog and Magog i I teii thee that my name is written 
on the sea-of glass mingled with lire, and that 1 will keep this 
place of Woodstock against all mortal men, and against all devils, 
whether in field or chamber, in tlie forest or in the meadow, even 
till the Saints reign m tho fulness of their glory.” 

Everard saw it was then time to produce two or three lines 
under Croni well's hand, which he had received from the General, 
subsequently to the communication through Wildrake. The in- 
formation tliey contained was calculated to allay tho disappoint- 
ment of the Commissioners. This document assigned as the rea- 
son of superseding tlie Woodstock Commission, that he should 
probably propose to the Parliament to require tlie assistance of 
General Harrison, Colonel Desborough, and Master Bletson, the 
honourable member for Littlefaith, m a much greater matter, 
namely, the disposing of the royal property, and disparking of 
the King's forest at Windsor. So soon as this idea was started, 
all parties pricked up their ears ; and their drooping, and gloomy, 
and vindictive looks began to give place to courteous smiles, and 
to a cheerfulness, which laughed in their eyes, and turned their 
mustaches upwai^s. 

Colonel Desborough acquitted his right honourable and excel- 
lent cousin and kinsman of all species of unkindness; Master 
Bletson discovered, that the interest of the state was trebly con- 
cerned in the good administration of Windsor more than in that 
of Woodstock. As for Harrison, he exclaimed, without disguise 
or hesitation, that the gleaning of the g;rapeB of Wmdsor was 
better than tlie vintage of Woo£took. Thus speaking, the glance 
of his dark eye expressed as much triumph in the proposed 
earthly advantage, as if it had not been, according to his vain 
persuasion, to be shortly exchanged for his share in the general 
reign of Millennium. His delight, in short, resembled the 
joy cKf an eagle, who preys upon a lamb in the evening with not 
the less reliw, because she descries in the distant landscape an 
hunted thousand men about to join battle with davbreak, and to 
give her an endless feast on the hearts and lifeblood of the 
valiant. 

Yet though all agreed that they would be obedient to the Gene- 
ral’s pleasure in this matter, Bletson proposed, as a precautioiK 
ary niMsare, in whidi all agreed, that they should take up their 
alrade Ibr some time in the town of Woodstock, to wait for their 
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new commissions respectinj^ Windsor; and tliis upon the pru- 
dential consideration^ that it was best not to sbp one knot until 
another waa first tied. 

Each commissioner, therefore, wrote to Oliver individiiallv, 
stating, in his own way, the depth and height, length and breadth, 
of his attachment to him. Eacli expressed bimt elf resolved to 
obey tlic GGiieral’s injunctions to the uttermost; but with the 
same scrupulous devotion to the Parliament, each found himself 
at a loss how to lay down the commission intrusted to them by 
that body, and therefore felt bound in conscience tt> take up liis 
residence at the borough of Woodstock, that he might not seem 
to abandon the charge committed to them, until they should be 
called to administrate the wciglitier mailer of Windsor, to which 
they expressed their willingness instantly to devote themselves, 
according to his Excellency’s pleasure. 

This was the general stylo of thoir letters, varied by the cha- 
racteristic flounshcB of the writers. Desborough, for example, 
said something about the religious duty of providing for one's 
own household, only ho blundered the text illetson wrote long 
and big words about the political obligation incumbent on every 
member of the community, on every person, to sacrifice Ins time 
and talents to the service of his country ; while llamson talked 
of the littleness of present affairs, in comparison of the approach- 
ing tremendous change of all things beneath the sun. But al- 
though the garnishing of the various epistles was different, the 
result came to the same, that they w*ere determined at least to 
keep sight of Woodstock, until they wore well assured of some 
better and more profitable commission. 

Everard also wrote a letter in the most grateful terms to Crom- 
well, which would probably have been less warm had he known 
more distinctly than Ins follower chose to tell him, the expecta- 
tion under which the w^ily General had granted his request. He 
acquainted his Excellency with his purpose of continuing at 
Woodstock, partly to assure himself of tho motions of the three 
Commissioners, and to watch whether they did not again enter 
upon the oxecution of tlie trust, which they had for the prefx^nt 
renounced, — and partly to see that some extraordinai^ circum- 
stances, which had taken place in the Lodge, and which would 
doubtless transpire, were*^ not followed by any explosion to the 
disturbance of the public peace. He knew (as he expressed him- 
self) that his Excellency was so much the friend of order, that he 
would rather disturbances or insurrections were prevented than 
punished ; and he conjured the General to repose confidence to 
his exertions for the public service by every mode within his 
power ; not aware, it will be observed, to what peculiar sense his 
general {dedge might be interpreted. 

These tetters being made up into a packed were forwarded to 
Wtodaor by a trooper, detach^ on that errand. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

• We do that in our real. 

Our calmer moiiicutu arc afraid to answer 

^nnnvftnAU 

While the CommisBionera -^erc preparing to remove them- 
selves from the Lodge to the inn at the borough of Woodstock, 
with all that state and bustle i^liieh attend the movements of 
great persons, and especially of such to whom greatness is not 
entirely familiar, Everard held some colloquy with the Presby- 
terian clergyman, Master Holdenough, who had issued from the 
apartment which he had occupied, as it were in detiancc of the 
spirits by wliom the inanHion was bupposed to be disturbed, and 
whose pale cheek, and ^icnsive brow, gave token that he had not 
passed the night more comfortably tlian the other inmates of the 
Lodge of Woodstock. Colonel Everard having offered to procure 
tho reverend gentleman bomc refrcblmicnt, received this reply ; 
— This day shall 1 not taste food, sa\ing that which wc are as- 
sured of as sufficient for our sustenance, where it is promiaed 
that our bread shall be given us, and our water shall be sure. 
Not that I fast, in the papistical opinion that it adds to those 
merits, which are but an accumulation of fiith> rags ; but because 
1 hold it needful that no grosser sustenance should this day cloud 
my understanding, or render less pure and vivid the thanks 1 
owe to Heaven for a most wonderful preservation."’ 

" Master Hoidcnongli,” said Everard, " you are, I know, both 
a good man and a bold one, and I saw you last night courageously 
go upon your sacred duty, when soldiers, and tried ones, seemed 
considerably alarmed.” 

Too courageous — too venturous,” was Master Holdenough’s 
reply, the boldness of whose aspect seemed completely to Imve 
died away. We are frail creatures. Master Everard, and frail- 
est when we think ourselves strong^. Oh, Colonel Everard,” 
lie added, after a pause, and as if uie confidence was partly in- 
voluntary, " I have seen that which I shall never survive I ” 

** You suiqirise me, reverend sir,” said Everard ; — ^**inay I re- 
quest you will speak more plainly t 1 have heard some stories 
of this wild night, nay, have witnessed strange things myself ; 
but, methinks, I would be much interested in knowing the nature 
of your disturbance.” 

" Sir,” said the clergyman, ^ you are a discreet gentleman ; 
and though 1 would not willingly that these heretics, schismatic^ 
Brownista, Muggletonians, Anabaptists, and so forth, had sueh 
an opportunity of triumph, as my defeat in tliis matter would 
have afforded them, yet with you, who have been ever a faithful 
folknrar of our church, and are pledged to the good cause by the 
great National League and Covenant, surely I would be more 
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open. Sit we down, therefore, and let me call for a glass of pure 
water, for as jet 1 feel some bodily faltering; though, I tliank 
Heaven, I am in mind resolute and composed as a merely mortal 
man may after such a vision. — They say, worthy Colonel, that 
looking on such things foretells, or causes, speedy death — I know 
not if it be true ; but if so, I only depart like the tired sentinel 
when his officer releases him from his post ; and glad shall 1 bo 
to close these weaned eyes agaliiHt tlie sight, and sliut these ha- 
rassed ears against the croaking, as of'frogs, of Antinomians, and 
Pelagians, and Socinians, and j^miniaiis, and Anans, and Nulli- 
fidians, which have conic up into our England, like those filthy 
reptiles into the house of Pliarauh.*’ 

Here one of the servants who had been summoned, entered 
with a cup of water, gazing at the same time in the face of the 
clergyman, as if his stupid grey eyes were endeavouring to read 
what tragic tale was written on his brow ; and shaking his empty 
scull as he left the room, witli the air of one who was proud of 
liaving discovered that all was not exactly right, though ho could 
not so well guess what was wrong. 

Colonel Everard invited the good man to take srtme refreidi- 
ment more genial than the pure clement, but he ^t^clmed : ‘‘ I 
am in some sort, a champion,” he said ; and though 1 havo been 
foiled in the late controversy with tlie Enemy, still 1 have my 
trumpet to give the alarm, and my sharp sword to smite witlial ; 
therefore, like the Nazarites of old, I will eat nothing that cometli 
of the vine, neither drink wine nor strong druik, until these my 
days of combat shall have passed away.” 

kindly and respectfully the Colonel anew pressed Master 
Holdcnough to communicate the events that had befallen him 
on the preceding night ; and the good clergyman proceeded as 
follows, with tliat little charactenstical touch of vanity in hifl 
narrative, which naturally arose out of the part he had played in 
the world, and the inftuence which be had exercised over the 
minds of others. 1 was a young man at the University of 
Cambridge,” he said, ^ when 1 was particularly bound in friend- 
ship to a fellow'-studont, perhaps because we were esteemed 
(though it is vain to mention it) the most hopeful scholars at our 
college ; and so equally ad^anced, that it was difficult, perhaps, to 
say which was tho greater proficient in his studies. Only our 
tutor. Master Purefoy, used to say, that if my comrade had the 
advantage of me in gifts, 1 had the better of him in grace ; for he 
was attached to the profane learning of the classics, always im- 
profitable, often impious and impure ; and 1 had light enough to 
turn my studies into the sacred tongues. Also we differed in our 
opinions touching the Church of Inland, for he held Arming 
opmionsii with Laud, and those who would connect our eoclesiaa' 
ti<ad est^lishment with the civil, and make the Church depend- 
ent on the breath of an earthly man. In fine, he favoured Pro- 
la^ both in essentials and oeremonial ; and although we parted 
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with tears and embraces it was to follow very different courses. 
He obtained a living, and became a great controversial writer in 
behalf of the Bishops and of the Court. 1 also, as is well known 
to you, to Uie best of my pour abilities, sharpened my pen in the 
cause of the poor oppressed people, whose tender conscieiiccs re 
jected the rites and ceremonies more befitting a papistical than 
a reformed Church, and which, according to the blinded policy 
of the Court, were enforced by pains and penalties. Then came 
the Civil War, and I — called thereunto by my conscience, and 
nothing fearing or suspecting what miserable consequences liave 
chanced through the rise of these Independents — consented to 
lend my countenance and labour to the great work, by becoming 
chaplain to Colonel Harrison's regiment. Not that I mingled 
with carnal weapons in tlic field — which Heaven forbid that a 
minister of the altar should — ^biit I preached, exhorted, and, in 
time of need, was a surgeon, as w^ell to the wounds of the body 
as of the soul. Now, it fell, towards the end of tlie war, that a 
party of malignants had seized on a strong house in the shire of 
Shi*ewsbury, situated on a small iblaiul, advanced into a lake, 
and accessible only by a small and narrow causeway. From 
thence they made excursions, and vexed the country ; and higli 
time it was to suppress them, so that a part of our regiment went 
to reduce them ; and 1 was requested to go, for they were few in 
number to take in so strong a place, and the Colonel judged that 
my exhortations would make them do valiantly. And so, con- 
trary to my wont, I went forth writh them, e\en to the field, 
where there was valiant fighting on both hides. Nevertlieless, 
the malignants shooting their wall-pieces at us, had so much the 
advantage, that, after burhting their gates with a salvo of our 
cannon. Colonel Harnson ordered lus men to advance on the 
causeway, and try to carry the place by storm. Nathcless, al- 
though our men did valiantly, advancing in good order, yet being 
galled on every side by the fire, they at len^h fell into disorder, 
and were retreating with much loss, Harrison himself valiantly 
brmging up the rear, and defending them as he could against the 
enemv, who sallied forth in pursuit of them, to smite them hip 
and thigh. Now, Colonel Everard, 1 am a man of a quick and 
vehement temper by nature, though better teaching than the old 
law hath made me mild and patient as you now see me. I could 
not bear to see our Israelites flying before the Philistines, so I 
rushed upon the causeway, with me Bible in one hand, and a 
halberd, which 1 had caught up, in the other, and turned back 
the foremoet fugitives, by threatening to strike them down, point- 
ing out to them at the same time a priest in his cassock, as they 
eidl it, who was among the malignants, and asking them whether 
they would not do as much for a true servant of Heaven, as the 
imciSNsumcised would for a priest of Baal. My words and etrokes 
prevailed ; they turned at once, and diouting out, Down with 
jBaal and his wonfaipperB 1 they charged the malignants so unex- 
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pcctedlv home, that tlicy not only drove them back Into their 
house of garrison, but entered it with them, as the phrase is, pell- 
mell. 1 also was there, partly Iiurried on by the crowd, partly 
to prevail on our enraged soldiers to give quarter ; for it grieved 
my heart to see Christians and Englishmen hashed down iiith 
bwords and gunstocks, like curs in the street, when there is an 
alarm of mad-dogs In this way, the soldiers lighting and slaugh- 
tering, and I calling to them to sta^ their hand, we gained the 
very roof of the building, which was in part leaded, and to which, 
as a last tower of refuge, those of the cavaliers, who yet escaped, 
liad retired. 1 was myself, 1 may sa}*, lorcod up the narrow 
winding staircase by our soldiers, who rushed on hkc dogs of 
chase upon their prey ; and when extricated from the passage, I 
found myself in the midst of a horrid scene. Tlic scattered de- 
fenders were, some resisting with the fury of despair; some on 
their knees, imploring for compassion m words and tones to break 
a man's heart when he thinks on them ; some were calling on 
God for mercy ; and it was time, for man had none. They were 
stricken down, thrust through, flung from the battlements into 
the lake ; and the wild cnes of the victorb, mingled with the 
groans, shrieks, and clamours, of the vanquished, ^nade a sound 
so horrible, that only death can erase it from my memory. And 
the men who butchered their fellow-creatures thus, were neither 
pagans from distant savage lands, nor rufliaiiH, the refuse and 
offscourmgs of our own people. They were in calm blood rea- 
sonable, nay, religious men, maintaining a fair repute both hea- 
venward and c*arthward. Oh, Master Everard, your trade of 
war should be feared aud avoided, hince it converts buch men into 
wolves towards tlicir fellow -creatures 

" It IB a stern necessity," said Everard, looking down, ‘‘and as 
such alone is justifiable. But proceed, reverend sir ; I see not 
how this storm, an incident but e’en too frequent on both sides 
during the lato war, connects with the affair of last night.” 

^ ^u shall hear anon,” said Mr. Holdenough ; then paused as 
one who makes an effort to compose himbclf before continuing a 
relation, tlie tenor of which agitated him with much violence. 

In this infernal tumult,” he resumed , — ** for surely nothing on 
earth could so much resemble hell, as when mon ^ thus loose in 
mortal malice on their fellow-creatures^ — I saw flie same priest 
whom 1 had distinguished on the causeway, with one or two other 
malignanta, pressed into a comer by the assailants, and defend- 
ing themselves to the lost, as those who had no hope. — 1 saw him 
— ^1 knew him — Oh, Colonel Everard ! ” 

He grasped Everard’s hand with his own left hand, and pressed 
the palm of hia right to his face and forehead, sobbing atoud. 

^ It was your college eompanion I ” said Everard, anticipatuig 
the catastrophe. 

^ Mtnft ancient-— mine only friend— with whom 1 had spent the 
happy daysof youth 1 — rushedfoirward — 1 struggled — I entreated. 
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— But my eagerness left me neither voice nor language — all waa 
drowned in the wretched cry which 1 had myself raised — Down 
with the pricHt of Baal — Slay Mattan — ^slay him w'ere he between 
the altars ! — Forced over the battlements, but struggling for life, 
I could see him cling to one of those projections which wero 
formed to carry the water from the leads, but they hacked at his 
arms and hands. I heard the heavy fall into the bottomless 
abyss below. Excuse me — I cannot go on.” 

“ He may have escaped.” 

<< Oh 1 no, no, no — the tower was four stories in height. Even 
those who threw themselves into the lake from the lower win- 
dows, to escape by swimming, had no safety ; for mounted troopers 
on tlio shore caught the same blood>thirsty humour which had 
seized the storming party, galloped around the margin of the 
lake, and shot those who were struggling for life in the water, or 
cut them down as they strove to get to land. They wore all cut 
off and destroyed. — Oh ! may the blood shed on that day remain 
silent ! — Oh ! that the earth may receive it in her recesses ! — 
Oh ! that it may bo mingled for ever with the dark waters of 
that lake, so that it may never cry for vengeance against those 
whose anger was fierce, and who slaughtered m their wrath ! — 
And, oh ! may the erring man be forgiven who came into their 
assembly, and lent his voice to encourage their cruelty! — Ob! 
Albany, my brother, my brother, 1 have lamented for thee even 
as David for Jonathan !”* 

The good man subbed aloud, and so much did Colonel Everard 
syinpatliise with his emotions, that he forbore to press him upon 
tlie subject of his own curiosity until the full tide of remorseful 
passion had for the time abated. It was, however, fierce and 
agitating, the more so, perhaps, that indulgence in strong mental 
feelmg of any kind was foreign to the severe and ascetic charac- 
ter of the man, and was therefore the more overpowering when 
it had at once surmounted all restraints. Largo tears flowed 
down the trembling features of his thin, and usually stern, or at 
least austere countenance; be eagerly returned the compressioii 
of Everard’s hand, as if thankful for the sympathy which tlie 
caress implied. 

Presently after, Master lloldenough wiped his eyei^ withdrew 
his hand gently from that of Evera^, shaking it kindly as they 
parted, and proceeded with more composure : ^ Forgive me this 
burst of passionate feeling, worthy Colonel. I am conscious it 
becomes a man of my cloth, who should bo the bearer of 
oonsolation to others, to give way in mine own person to an ex- 
tremity of grief, weak at least, if Indeed it is not sinful ; for what 
are we^ tliat we should weep and murmur touching that which is 
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land had awakened me to my duties, were spent in his company. 
I — but 1 will make the rest of my story short.” — Here ho drew 
his chair closo to tliat of Everard, and spoke in a solemn and 
mysterious tone of voice, almost lowered to a whisper — ^ I saw 
him last night.” 

“ Saw him — saw whom ? ” said Everard. " Can you mean the 
person whom” 

Whom 1 saw so ruthlessly slaughtered/’ said the clergyman 
— My ancioiit college friend — Joseph Albany.” 

“ Master lloldcnough, your cloth and \our character alike must 
prevent your jesliiig on such a subject as this.” 

" Jesting !” answered lloldcnough ; 1 would as soon jest on 

my deathbed — as soon jest upon tlic Bible.” 

But you must lia>o been deceived,” answered Everard, has- 
tily ; " this tragical storj necessarily often returns to your mind, 
and in moments when the imagination overcomes tlie evidence of 
the outward senses, your fancy must have presented to you on 
unreal appearance. Nothing more likely, when the mind is on 
the stretch after sonu'thing supernatural, than that the imagina- 
tion should supply the ])lace with a chimeiti, while the o\er- 
excited feelings rendered it diflficult to dispel tlio delusion.” 

"Colonel Everard,” replied Holdenough, with austerity, "in 
discharge of my duty 1 must not fear the iaeo of man ; and, 
therefore, I tell you plainly, as 1 have done before with mon‘ 
observauee, that when you bring your carnal learuing and judg* 
ment, as it is but too much your nature to do, to investigate the 
hidden things of another world, you might as well measure with 
the palm of your hand the waters of the Isis. Indeed, good sir, 
you err in tliis, and give men too much pretence to confound 
your honourable name with witch-advocates, free-thinkers, and 
atheists, even with such as this man Bletson, who, if the discip- 
line of the church had its hands strengthened, as it was in the 
beginning of the great conflict, would have been long ere now 
cast out of the pale, and delivered over to the pimishmcnt of the 
flesh, that his spirit might, if iiossiblo, bo yet saved.” 

" You mistake, Master Holdenough,” said Colonel Everard ; 
" 1 do not deny the existence of such preternatural visitations, 
because I cannot, and dare not, raise the voice of my own opin- 
ion against the testimony of ages, supported by such learned men 
as yourself. Nevertheless, though 1 grant the possibility of such 
things, 1 have scarce yet heard of an instance in my days so well 
fortified by evidence, tliat I could at once and distinctly say. 
This must have happened by supernatural agency, and not other- 
wise.” 

"Hear, then, what I have to tell,” said the divine, "on the 
faith of a man, a Christian, and, wliat is more, a servant of our 
Holy Church ; and, therefore, though unworthy, an elder and a 
teacher among Christians. I had taken my post yester evening 
in the half-furnished apartment, wherem hangs a huge mimir. 
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which might have served Goliath of Gath to have admired him- 
self itij when clothed from head to foot in his brazen armour. I 
the rather chose this place, because they informed mo it was tho 
nearest habitable room to tlic gallery in which they say you had 
been yourself assailed that evening by the Evil One . — Was it so, 
I pray youl” 

" By some one with no good intentions I was assailed in that 
apartment. So far,” said Colonel Everard, " you were correctly 
informed.” 

" Well, I choso my post as well as I might, even as a resolved 
general approaches his camp, and casts up his mound as nearly 
US he can to the besieged city. And, of a truth, Colonel Eve- 
rard, if I felt some sensation of bodily fear, — for even Elias, and 
the prophets, who commanded tho elements, had a portion in 
our frail nature, much more such a poor smful being as myself, 
— yet was my hope and my courage high ; and I thought of the 
texts which I might use, not in the wicked sense of periapts, or 
spells, as tlie blinded ^plsts employ them, together with the 
sign of the cross, and other fruitless forms, but as nourishing and 
supporting that true trust and confidence in the blessed promises, 
being the truo shield of faith whcrowith the fiery darts of Satan 
may be withstood and quenched. And thus armed and pre- 
pared, I sate me down to read, at the same time to write, that I 
might compel my mind to attend to those bubjt'cts which became 
the situation in which 1 was placed, as preventing any unlicensed 
excuTsions of the fancy, and leaving no room for my imagination 
to brood over idle fears. So I methodised, and wrote down what 
I thought meet for the time, and peradventure some hungry souls 
may yet profit by the food which 1 tlien prepared.” 

** It was wisely and worthily done, good and reverend sir,” re- 
plied Colonel Everard. " I pray you to proceed.” 

^ While 1 was tlius employed, sir, and had been upon the mat- 
ter for about three hours, not yielding to weariness, a strange 
thrilling came ovor my senses, and the large and old-fashioned 
apartment seemed to wax larger, more gloomy, and more cavern- 
ous, while tho air of the night grew more cold and chill. 1 know 
not if it was that the fire began to decay, or whether there cometh 
before such things as were then about to happen, a breath and 
atmosphere, as it were, of terror, as Job saith in a well-known 
passage, * Fear came upon me, and trembling, which made my 
bones to shake and there was a tingling noise in my ears, and 
a dizziness in my brain, so that 1 felt like those who call for ud 
when there is no danger, and was even prompted to flee, when 1 
saw no one to pursue. It was then that something seemed to 
pass behind me, casting a reflection on the {[Teat mirror before 
whieh I had pUrod my writing-table, and which 1 saw by assist- 
ance of the standing uAt whidi was then in firont of the 
glaaa And I looked up, and I saw in the glass distinctly the 
appearance of a man— as sore as these wo^ issue from my 
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mouth, it was no other than tlie same Joseph Albany — the eoxn- 
panion of my youth — he whom I had seen precipitated down 
the battlements of Clidcathrough Castle into tlio deep lake be- 
low!” 

‘‘ Wliat did you do I” 

" It suddenly rushed on zny mind,” said the divine, « that the 
stoical philosopher Athonodurus had eluded the horrors of such a 
vision by patiently pursuing hm studies ; and it shot at the same 
time across my mind, that I, a Christian divine, and a JStewarti 
of the Mysteries, had less reason to foar evil, and better matter 
on which to employ my tlioughts, than was p(»HHosaed by a Hea- 
then, who was blinded even by his oi^ii wisdom. So, instead of 
betraying any alarm, or even turning my head around, 1 pui'siied 
my writing, but with a beating heart, 1 admit, and with a throb- 
bing hand.” 

If jrou could write at all,” said the Colonel, ^ with such an 
impression on your mind, you may take the head uf the English 
army for dauntless resolution.” 

« Our courage is not our own. Colonel,” said the divine, and 
not as OUTS should it bo vaunted of. And again, when you speuJc 
of this strange vision as an impression on my fancy, and not a 
reality obvious to my senses, let mo tell yuu once mure, your 
worldly wisdom is but foolishness touching tlie tliiugs tliat are 
not worldly.” 

" Did you not look again upon the mirror ?” said the Colonel. 

^ I did, when 1 had copied out the comfortable text, ^ Tliou 
shall tread down Satan under thy feet.’ ” 

^ And what did you then see !” 

The reflection of the same Joseph Albany,” said lloldcnough, 
“ passing slowly as from behind my cliair — the same in member 
and lineament that I had known him in his youth, excepting that 
his cheek had the marks of the more advanced age at which he 
died, and was very pale.” 

“ What did you tlion I” 

^ I turned from tlie glass, and plainly saw the figure which 
had made the reflection in the mirror retreating towards the 
door, not fast^ nor slow, but with a gliding steady pace. It 
turned again when near the door, and agam showed me its pale, 
ghastly countenance, before it disappeared. But how it left the 
room, whetlier by the door, or otherwise, my spirits were too 
much hurried to remark exactly; nor have 1 been able, by any 
effort of recollection, distinctly to remember.” 

" This is a strange, and, as coming from you, a most excel- 
lently well-attested apparition,” answered Everard. " And yet, 
Master Holdenough, if the other world has been actually dis- 
played, as you apprehend, and 1 will not dispute the powibility, 
assure yourself tnere are also wicked men concerned in these 
I myself have undergone some rencontres with 
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vifdtantn who possessed bodily strength^ and wore, I am pure, 
earthly weapons.’* 

<< Oh ! doubtless, doubtless,** replied Master IToldenough ; 
^ Beelzebub loves to cliarge with horse and foot mingled, as was 
tho fashion of the old Scottish general, Davie Leslie. He has 
his devils m the body as well as his devils disembodied, and uses 
the one to support and back the other.” 

“ It may be as you say, reverend sir,” answered the Colonel.— 

But what do you advise in this case ?** 

“ For that 1 must consult with my brethren,” said the divine ; 
" and if there bo but left in our borders five ministers of the true 
kirk, we will charge Satan in full body, and you shall see whether 
we have not power over him to resist till he shall flee from us. 
But failing that ghostly armament against those strange and un- 
earthly enemies, truly I would recommend, that as a houhe of 
witchcraft and abomination, this polluted den of ancient tyranny 
and prostitution should ho totally consumed by fire, lest Satan, 
establishing his hcadquarU^rs so much to his mind, should find a 
garrison and a fastness from which he might sa]1> forth to infest 
the whole neighbourhood. Certain it is, that I would recommend 
to no Christian soul to inhabit tho mansiun ; and, if deserted, it 
would become a place for wizards to play their pranks, and 
witclies to establish their Sabbath, and those who, like Demas, 
go about after tbo wealth of this v'orld, seeking for gold and silver 
to practise spells and channs to the prejudice of the souls of the 
covetous. Trust me, therefore, it were better that it were spoiled 
and broken down, not leaving one stone upon another.** 

“ I say nay«to that, my good friend,’* said the Colonel ; ^'for 
the Lord-General hath permitted, by his license, my mother’s 
brother, Sir Henry Lee, and his family, to return into the lioiise 
of his fathers, being indeed the only roof under which he hath 
any chance of obtaining shelter for liis grey hairs.” 

And was this done by your advice, Markham Everard !” 
said the divine austerely. 

“ Certainly it was,” returned the Colonel. — ^ And wherefore 
should I not exort mine influence to obtain a place of refuge for 
tlie brother of my mother 1” 

" Now, as sure as thy soul liveth,” answered the presbyter, I 
had believed this from no tongue but thine own. Tell me, was it 
not this very Sir Henry Lee, who, by the force of bis buffcoats 
and his greenjerkins, enforced the Papist Laic’s order to remove 
the altar to tho eastern end of the church at Woodstock 1— and 
did not he swear by his hoard, that he would hang in the very 
street of Woodstock whoever idiould deny to drink the King’s 
health I— and is not his hand red with the blood of the saints t 
— and hath there been a ruffler in the field for prelacy and high 
prerogative more immitigable or fiercer 1 ’* 

All this may have been as yon say, good Master Hold- 
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enough/’ answered the Colonel : " but my uncle la now old and 
feeble, and hatli scarce a single follower remaining, and Ida 
daughter is a being whom to look upon would make the sternest 
weep for pity ; a being who” — — 

“Who 18 dearer to Everard,” said Iloldenough, “than hw 
good name, his faith to Ida fnonds. Ids duty to Ins religion ; — tins 
IS no time to speak with sugared lips. The paths in which ^ ou 
tread are dan^rous. You arc striving to raise the })apibtiral 
candlestick which Heaven in its justice removed out of iin place 
— ^to bring Lack to this hall of sorceries tliosc vcr> sinners v ho 
are bewitched with them. I will not permit the land to hr abusu'd 
by their witchcrafts. — They shall not come hither.” 

He spoke this with vehemence, and striking his stick against 
the ground ; and the Colonel, very much dissatisfied, began to 
express himself haughtily in return. “ You had better cou&ider 
your power to accomplish your threats, Master Holdcnough,*' he 
said, “ before you urge them so peremptorily.” 

% And have I not the power to bind and to loose 1 ” said the 
clergyman. 

“ It is a power little available, save over those of your own 
church,” said Everard, with a tone sometliiiig contoinptnoiis. 

“Take heed — ^takc heed,” said the divine, who, though an ex< 
cellent, was, as we have elsewhere seen, an irritable man. — " lie 
not insult me ; but think honourably of the messenger, for the 
sake of Him whose commission he carries. — Do not, I say, dfiy 
me — 1 am bound to discharge my duty, were it to the displeas- 
ing of my twin brother.” 

“ I can see nought your office has to do in the matter,” said 
Colonel Everard; “and I, on my sido, give you warning not to 
attempt to meddle beyond your commission.” 

“ Right — ^you hold me already to be as submissive as one of 
your grenadiers,” replied the clergyman, his acute features 
trembling with a sense of indignity, so as even to agitate his grey 
hair ; “ but beware, sir, I am not so powerless as you suppose. 
1 will invoke every true Christian in Woodstock to gird up his 
loins, and resist the restoration of prelacy, oppression, and malig- 
nancy within our borders. I will stir up &e wratli of the nghtc- 
ous against the oppressor — ^the Ishmaelite — the Edomite — and 
against his race, and against those who support him and encou- 
rage him to rear up his horn. 1 will call aloud, and spare not, 
and arouse the many whose love hath waxed cold, and the mul- 
titude who care for none of these thin|n. There shall be a rem- 
nont to listen to me ; and I will take uie stick of Joseph, which 
was in the hand of Ephraim, and go down to cleanse this place of 
witches and sorcerers, and of enchantments, and will ciy and 
exhort, saying — Will you ^ead for Baal 1 — will you serve him 1 
Nay, take the prophets of Baal— let not a man escape !” 

“Master Bloldeiiough, Master Holdeaough,” said Colonel 
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Everard, with much impatience, by the tale yourself told me, 
you have exhorted upon that text once too often already.” 

The old man struck his palm forcibly against his forehead, and 
fell back into a chair as these words were uttered, as suddenly, 
and as much without power of resistance, as if the Colonel had 
fired a pistol through his head. Instantly regretting the reproach 
which he* had suffered to escape him in his impatience, Everard 
hastened to apologise, and to offer every conciliatory excuse, 
however incunsistciit, which occurred to him on tlie moment. 
But the old man was too deeply afiected — ^lie rejected his hand, 
lent no car to what he said, and finally started up, saying sternly, 

You have abused my confidence, sir — abused it vilely, to turn 
it into my own repmach : had 1 been a man of the sword, you 
dared not — But enjoy your triumph, sir, over an old man, and 
your father’s friend — strike at the wound his miprudent confi- 
dence sliow'ed you.” 

Nay, my worthy and excellent friend,” said the Colonel 

<< Fncnd ! ” answered the old man, starting up — We arc fgjes, 
sir — ^foes now, and for ever !” 

So saying, and starting from the seat into which he had rather 
fallen than thrown himself, he ran out of the riH>m with a pre- 
cipitation of step which he was apt to use upon occasions of irrit- 
able feeling, and which was certainly more eager tlian dignified, 
especially as he muttered while ho ran, and Sf*emcd as if he were 
keeping up his own passion, by recounting over and over the of- 
fence which he had received. 

“ Soil ! ” said Colonel Everard, " and there was not strife 
enough between mine uncle and the people of Woodstock al- 
ready, but I must needs increase it, by cliafiug this irritable and 
«juick-tcmpcred old man, eager as 1 know him to be in his ideas 
uf church-govcruinent, and stiff in his prejudices respecting all 
who dissent from him ! Tlie mob of Woodstock will rise ; for 
though he would not get a score of them to stand by liim in any 
honest or intelligible purpose, yet let him cry havoc and destruc- 
tion, and 1 w ill warrant he lias followers enow. And my unde 
is equally wild and unpersuadable. For the value of dl the 
estate he ever had, he would not allow a score of troopers to be 
quartered iu tlie house for defence ; and if he be alone, or has 
but Joceline to stand by him, he will be as sure to fire upon 
those who come to attack the Lodge, as if he had a hundred men 
in garrison ; and then what can chance but danger and blood- 
shed I” 

This progress of melancholy anticipation was interrupted by 
the return of Master Hoidenough, who, hurrying into the room, 
witibi the same precipitate pace at which he bad left it, ran 
atm^ht up to the Colonel, and odd, " Take my hand, Markham 
—take my hand haatily ; for the old Adam is whispering at my 
htwet* that it is a disgiaoe to hold it extended so long,” 
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“ Moat heartily do I receive your hand, my venerable fnend,’' 
said Everard, ** and 1 truat in siRn of renewed amity.” 

^*Snrcl}, aurely” — said the divine, shaking his hand kindly ; 
" thou has^ it is true, spoken bitterly, but thou hast spoken truth 
in good time ; and 1 think — though your words were severe*— 
witli a good and kindly purpose. Verily, and of a truth, it were 
sinful in me again to bo hasty in provoking violonce, remember'* 
ing that which you have upbraided inc.widi” 

« Foppve me, good Master Holdenough,’* said Colonel Eve- 
rard, it was a hasty word ; 1 meant not in serious earnest to 
upbraid.*' 

** Peace, I pray you, peace,” said tht' divine ; " I say, the allu- 
sion to that which you have n/ost yajtt/y upbraided 'me with— 
though the charge aroused the gall of tl'io old man within me, 
the inward tempter being ever on the watch to bring us to his 
lure— ought, instead of being resented, to have been acknow- 
ledged by me as a favour, for so are the wounds of a fne^nd 
termed faithful. And surely 1, who have by one unhappy ex- 
hortation to battle and strife sent the living to the dead — and 1 
fear brought back even the dead among the living — should now 
study peace and good will, and reconciliation of difference, leav- 
ing punishment to tlie Great Being whose laws are broken, and 
vengeance to Him who hath said, 1 will repay it.” 

The old man's mortified features lighted up with a humble 
confidence as he made this acknowledgment ; and Colonel Eve- 
rard, who knew the constitutional infirmities, and the early pre- 
judices of professional consequence and cxclusix e party opinion, 
which he must have subdued ere arriving at such a tone of can- 
dour, hastened to express his admiration of his Christian charity, 
mingled with reproaraes on himself for having so deeply injured 
his feelings. 

^ Think not of it — ^think not of it, excellent young man,” said 
Holdenough ; wo have both erred — I in suffering my zeai to 
outrun my chanty, you perhaps in pix^ssing hard on an old and 
peevish man, w'hu had so lately poured out his sufferings inh> 
your friendly bosom. Be it all forgotten. Let your friends, if 
they are not deterred by wliat has happened at this manor of 
Woodstock, resume their habitation as soon as they will. If they 
can protect themselves agamst the powers of the air, believe me, 
that if 1 can prevent it by aught in my power, they shall have no 
annoyance from earthly neighbours ; and assure yourself, good 
air, that my voice is still worth something witii the worthy Mayor, 
and the good Aldennen, and the better sort of housekeepers up 
yonder in the town, although ihe lower classes are blown about 
witii every wind doctrine. And yet farther, he assured, ^- 
lonel, that shonld your mother's brothor, or any of his family, 
learn that they have taken up a rash bargain in retuniing to this 
unhappy and unhallowed house, or tdiould^ they find any smalms 
in the& own hearts and eonscienoes which require a Mostly 
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comforter, Nehemiah Holdenough will be as much at their com- 
mand by night or day, as if they had been bred up within the 
holy pale of the Church in which he is an unworthy minister ; 
and neither the awe of what is fearful to be seen within the&ip 
walls, nor his knowledge of their blinded and carnal state, as bred 
up under a prelatic dispensation, shall prevent him doing what 
lies in his poor abilities for their protection and edification.’* 

1 feel all the force of your kindness, reverend sir,” said Co- 
lonel Everard, ‘^but 1 do not think it likely that my uncle will 
give you trouble on either score. He is a man much accustomed 
to be his own protector in temporal danger, and in spiritual doubts 
to trust to his own prayers and those of his Church.” 

1 trust 1 have not been superfluous in offering mine assist- 
ance,” said the old man, something jealous that his proffered spi- 
ritual aid had been held rather intrusive. 1 ask pardon if that 
is tlic case, I humbly ask pardon — I would not willingly be su- 
perfluous.” 

The Colonel hastened to appease this new alarm of the watch- 
ful jealousy of his consequence, which, joined with a natural heat 
of temper wliich he could not always subdue, weie the good man’s 
only faults. 

They had regained their former friendly footing, when Roger 
Wildrako returned from the hut of Juceline, and whispered Ins 
master that his embassy had been successful. The Colonel then 
addressed the divine, and informed him, that as the Commis- 
sioners had already given up Woodstock, and as his uncle, Sir 
llt'iiry Lee, proposed to return to the Lodge about noon, he would, 
if his reverence pleased, attend him up to the borough. 

Will you not tarry,” said the reverend man, with something 
like inquisitive apprehension in his voice, " to welcome your re- 
latives upon their return to tins their house 1” 

No, my good friend,” said Colonel Everard ; " Uie part which 
1 have taken in these unliappy broils, perhaps also the mode of 
worship in which I have been educated, have so prejudiced me in 
mine uncle’s opinion, that 1 must be for some time a atranger to 
his house and family.” 

** Indeed ! 1 rejoice to hear it with all my heart and soul,” said 
the diviiio. Excuse my frankneas — 1 do indeed rejoice ; I liad 
thought— no matter what 1 had thought ; 1 wrould not again give 
offence. But truly though the mai£n ]^th a pleaaant feature, 
and he, as ail men say, is in human things unexceptioiiable, yet 
— ^but 1 give you pmii — ^in sooth, 1 will aay no more unless you 
ask my sincere and unprejudiced advice, which you shall com- 
mand, but which I will not press on you sapcErfluoualy^ Wend 
we to the borough together — ^the pleasant e^tods of the farest 
may dispose us to qiea our hearts to each other.” 

They did walk up to the little town in ooiimBay,and, somewhat 
to Msjito H<ddenough’s surprise, the CMoneL ihe^h they talked 
on various subjectsi did not request of him any ghostly advice on 
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the subject of his love to his fair cousin, while, greatly beyond 
^e expectation of the soldier, the clergyman kept his wordj and 
in his own ph]*asi\ was not so superhuous as to offer upon so de- 
licate a pouit Ills uuabked cuuiisei. 


CHAPTER XVIll. 

Then are the hnrineB gAne~Yet ere ve perch 
Where hucli foul birdu have rooeted, let us cknnsf 
The loul obiieemty tkeySc left behind them 

The embassy of Wildrake had been successful, chief]} tbroiii^h 
the mediation of the Episcopal divine, whom we iorrueily fdiind 
acting ill the character of a chaplain to the family, and wliose 
voice had great influence on many accounts with its iiinbier. 

A little before high noon, Sir Henry Lee, with liis siiiall house- 
hold, were again in unchallenged jiosseHsion of their old apart- 
ments at the Lodge of Woodstock; and the comhined excrtiniis 
of Joceline Johfie, of Phoebe, and of old Joan, were employed 
ill putting to rights what the late intruders had left in great dis- 
order. 

Sir Henry Leo had, like all persons of quality of that penoil, 
a love of ord<T amounting to precision, and felt, like a fine Judv 
whose dress has been disordered in a crow'd, insulted and humi- 
liated by the rude confusion into w'hich his housc'hold goods had 
been thrown, and impatient till his mansion w'as purified from 
all mai'ks of intrusion. In his angcT he uttered more orders 
than the limited number of his domestics werc^ likely to find time 
or hands to execute. The villains have left such sulphureous 
steams behind them, too,” said the old knight, ** as if old l)a\ie 
Leslie and the whole Scottish army bad quartered among them.” 

“ It may be near as bad,” said Joceline, for men say, for 
certain, it was the Devil came down bodily among them, and 
made them troop off.” 

Then,” said the knight, ^ is the Prince of Darkness a gen- 
tleman, as old Will Shakspeare sa^'s. He ne\er interferes with 
those of his own coat, for the Lees liavc been here, father and 
son, these five hundred years, without disquiet ; and no sooner 
came these misbegotten churls, than he plays his own part among 
them.” 

^ Well, one thing be and iliey have left us,” said Joliffe, which 
we may thank them for ; and that is, such a well-filled hu^r and 
buttexy as has been seldom seen in Woodstock Lodge this many 
a day ; carcasses of mutton, large rounds of beef, bamls of con- 
fectioners’ ware, pipes and rumets of sack, muscadine, al^ and 
what not. We have a royd time on’t through half^uie 
winter; and Joan must get to nlting and pickling presently.” 

« Ont^ vUlainl” said the knight ; «<axe we to feed ou the firag- 
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incuts of such scum of the earth as these ? Cast them forth in- 
htantlyl Na\/’ checkiiif; himself, << that were a sin; hut give 
them to the poor, or see them sent to the owners. And, hark 
\e, 1 will none of tlieir strong liquors. I would rather drink 
like a hermit all my life, than seem to pledge such scoundrels as 
these in their leavings, like a miserable draw^er, who drains off 
tlio ends of the botth^s after the guests have paid their reckoning, 
and gone off. And, hark ye, 1 will taste no water from the cib- 
tom out of which those slaves have been serving tliemselves — 
fetch me down a pitcher from Itosaniond's spring.*’ 

Alice heard ihih injunction, and well guessing there w^as enough 
for the oth(*r members of the family to do, she quietly took a 
small pitcher, and flinging a cloak around her, walked out in 
j)orBon to procure Sir Henry the water whicli ho desired. Mean- 
time, Jocehiie said, with some hesitation, ‘‘ that a man still rc- 
inaiiieil, belonging to the party of these strangers, who was direct- 
ing about the removal of some trunks and mails which belonged 
to the Commissioners, and who could receive his honour’s com- 
mands about the provisions.” 

^ Let him come hither.” (The dialogue was held in the hall.) 
Why do you hesitate and drumhle in that manner I” 

(July, sir,” said Joceliuc, ^only perhaps your honour might 
not wish to see him, being the same who, not long since”— 

He paused. 

** Scut my rapier a-hawking through the firmament, thou 
w'ouldst say 3 Whjf, when did 1 take spleen at a man for stand- 
ing his ground agauist me 1 Koundhead as be is, man, I like 
iiini the better of that, not the worse. I hunger and thirst to 
have another turn with him. I have thought on his passado ever 
since, and 1 believe, were it to try again, 1 know a feat would 
control it. Fetch him directly.” 

Trusty Tomkins was presently ushered in, bearing himself with 
an iron gravity, which neither the terrors of the preceding night, 
nor the dignified demeanour of the high-born personage bei^ 
whom he stood, were able for an instant to overcome.” 

" How now, good fellow!” said Sir Henry ; I would fain see 
something more of thy fence, which baffled me the other evening; 
but truly, 1 think the light was somewhat too faint for my old 
eyes. Take a foil, roan — 1 walk here in the hall, as Hamlet says; 
and ’tis the breathing-time of day with me. Take a foil, then, in 
thy hand.” 

Since it ia your worship’s desire,” said the steward, letting 
fall his long cloak, and taking the foil in his hand. 

^ How,” said the knigh^ " if your fitness speaks, mine is ready. 
Methinks the very stepping on this same old pavement ham 
charmed away the gout which threatened me. Sa— sa — I trnsd 
as firm as a game-cock.” 

They bem the jday with great spirit ; and whether the old 
knight reauy fought more coolly with the blunt than with the 
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bharp weapon, or whether tlie steward gave him some grains of 
advantage in thin merely sportive encounter, it ia certain Sir 
iienry had the better in tlio asHault. His buccgbb put him into 
excellent humour. 

“ There,” said he, « I found your trick — nay, you cheat me 
pot twice the bame way. There was a very juilpable hit. Why, 
had I had but light enough the other night — But it skillB nut 
epeakiiig uf it — Here we leave off. 1< must not fight, as we un- 
wise cavaliers did with you roundhead rascals, heating you so 
often that w'e taught you to beat us at last. And good now, tell 
me why you are leaving your larder so full here ! Do you think 
1 or my family can ubo broken victuals 1 What, have you no 
better employment for your rounds of sequestrated beef than to 
leave tliem behind ^ou when you shift your quarters!” 

“ So please >our honour,” said Tomkins, “ it may be that you 
desire not the ilesh of bet^ves, of rams, or uf goats. Nevertheless, 
when }ou know that the provisions were provided and paid for 
out of youT own rents and stock at Ditchley, sequestrated to the 
use of the state more dian a year bince, it may bo ^ou will have 
Icbb scruple to use them for your own behool.” 

" Rest assured tliat 1 sliall,” said Sir Henry ; <*asid glad }ou 
have helped me to a share of mine own. Certainly 1 was an asb 
to suspect your masters of subsisting, Ba>e at honest men's ex- 
pense.” 

And as for the rumps of beeves,” continued Tomkins, with 
the same solemnity, ** there is a rump at Westminster, which 
will btand us of the army much liackiiig and hewing yet, ere it 
is discussed to our mind.” 

Sir Henry paused, as if to consider what was the meaning ut 
this innuendo ; for he was not a person of very quick apprehen- 
sion. But having at length caught the meaning of it, he burst 
into an explosion of louder laughter than Joceline had seen him 
indulge in for a good while. 

“ llight, knave/’ he said, « I taste thy jest — It is the very 
moral of the puppetshow. Faustus raised the devi4 as the Par- 
liament raised the army, and then, as the devil flies away with 
Faustus, BO will the army fly awa> with the Parliament, or the 
rump, as thou callst it, or sitting part of the so-called I’Srliap 
ment. And then, look you, friend, the very devil of all hath my 
willing consent to fly away witli the army in its turn, from the 
highest general down to the lowest drum-boy. Nay, never look 
fierce for the matter ; remember there is daylight enough now 
for a game at sharps.” 

Trusty Tomkins appeared to tiiink it best to suppress his dis- 
pleasure ; and observing that the wuns were ready to transport 
the Commissioners* property to the borough, took a grave leave 
of Sir Henry Lee. 

Meantime the old man oonti&ued to pace his recovered hall, 



218 


WOODSTOCK. 


rubbing hia hands, and evincing greater signs of glee than he had 
shown since the fatal 30th of January. 

** Here we are again in the old frank, Juliffe ; well victualled 
too. How the knave solved my point of conscience ! — the dullest 
of them is a special casuist where the question concerns profit. 
Look out if there are not some of our own ragged regiment lurk- 
ing about, to whom a bellyful would be a God-send, Jocelmc. 
Then his fence, Joceline, though tlio fellow foius well, very suf- 
ficient well. But thou aaw’st how 1 dealt with him when £ had 
fitting light, Joceline.” 

Ay, and so your honour did,” said Joceline. “ You taught him 
to know the Duke of Norfolk, from Saunders Gardner. 1*11 war- 
rant him ho will not wish to come under your honour's thumb 
again.” 

“ Why, I am waxing old,” said Sir Henry; "but skill will not 
rust tlirough age, though sinew's must stiffen, lint my age is 
like a lusty winter, as old Will says, frosty but kindly ; and what 
if, old as wc are, wc live to see better da\s yet ! I promise thee, 
Joceline, I love this jarring betwixt the rognes of the board and 
the rogues of the sw'ord. When thieves quarrel, true men liave 
a chance of coming by their own.” 

Thus triumphed the old cavalier, in the treble glory of having 
recovered his dwelling, — ^regained, as he thought, bis character as 
a man of fence, and finally, discovered some prospect of a change 
of times, in which ho was not without hopes that somctlung miglit 
tuni up for the royal interest. 

Meanwliilc, Alice, with a prouder and a lighter heart than had 
danced in her bosom for several days, went forth witli a gaiety 
to which she of late liad been a stranger, to contribute her assist- 
aned to the regulation and supply of the household, by brmgiog 
the fresh water wanted from fair Rosamond’s well. 

Perhaps she remembered, that when she was but a girl, her 
cousin Markham used, among others, to make her perform that 
duty, as presenting the character of some captive Trojan princess, 
condemned by her situation to draw tlie waters from some Gre- 
cian spring, for the use of the proud victor. At any rate, she 
certainly joyed to see her father reinstated in his ancient habi- 
tation ; and the joy was not the less sincere, that she knew their 
retuzn to Woodstock had been procured by means of her cousin, 
and that oven in her father’s jirejudiced eyes, Everard had been 
in some degree exculpated of the accusations tlie old knight had 
brooght against him ; and that, if a reconciliation had not yet 
talMn place, the preliminaries had been esiablisfaed on which 
aiich a derirable conclusion might easily be founded. It was like 
Ihe oommeneernent of a bridge ; when the fcnindation is seeurely 
hud, md the purs raised above the influcaice of the torrent, the 
throwing of the arohea may be accompliahed in a subsequent 
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The doubtful fate of her only brother might have clouded even 
this momenta ry gleam of sunsluno ; but Aheo had been bred up 
during the close and frequent contests of civil ihar, and had ac- 
quired tho habit of hojiing m behalf of tliose dear to her, until 
hope was lost. Xu the present case, all reports seemed to assure 
her of her brother's safety. 

Besides theso causes for gaiety, Alice Leo had the pleasing 
fueling tliat she was restored to tho habitation and the haunts of 
her cliildhood,from which she had nut departed without much pain, 
the more felt, perhaps, because suppressed, iii order to avoid irritat- 
ing her father’s sense of his misfortune. Finally, she enjoyed for 
the instant the gleam of self-satisfaction by winch we see the 
young and well-dispused so often animated, when tliey can be, 
in common phrase, helpful to those whom they love, and perform 
at the moment of need some of tliose littlo domestic tasks, which 
age recoiveb with so much pleasure from tho dutiful hands of 
youth. So that, altogcthor, as she hasted tlirough the remains 
and vestiges of a wilderness already mentioned, and from thence 
about a bow-shot into the Park, to bring a pitcher of water from 
Rosamond’s spring, Alice Lee, her features enlivened and her 
com]ilcxioii a little raised by the exercise, had, fur ,the moment, 
regained the gay and brilliant vivacity of expression which had 
been the cliaracteristic of her beauty m her earlier and happier 
days. 

This fountain of old memory bad been once adorned with archi- 
tectural ornaments in the style of the sixteenth century, chiefly 
relating to ancient inytiiology. All these were now wasted and 
overthrown, and existed only as moss-covered rums, wliile the 
living spring continued to furnisii its daily treasures, unrivalled 
lu purity, though the quantity was small, gushing out amid dis- 
jointed stones, aud bubblmg through fragments ot ancient sculp- 
ture. 

With a light step and laughing brow the young Lady of Lee 
was approachmg the fountain usually so solitaxy, when she paused 
on beliolding some ope seated be«de it. She proceeded, however, 
with confidence, though with a step something less gay, when she 
observed that the person was a female; some menial perliaps from 
the town, whom & fanciful mistress occasionally dispatched for 
the water of a spring, supposed to be peculiarly pure, or some 
aged woman, who made a little trade by carrying it to the better 
sort of families, and sellmg it for a trifle. There was no cause, 
therefore, for apprehension. 

Yet the terrors of the times were so great, that Alice did not 
see a stranger even of her own sex without some apprehension. 
Denaturalized women had as usual followed the camps of both 
amies during the C^vil War; who, on the one side with open 
profligacy and pftofimity, on the other with the fraudful tone of 
fanaticism or hypocrisy, exercised nearly in like degw their 
talents, for murder or plunder. But it was broad daylight, the 
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distance from tho Lod|^ was but and though a little 

alarmed at seeing a sti'anger where she expected deep solitude, 
the daughter of the haughty old Knight had too much of the 
lion about her, to fear without some determined and decided 
cause. 

Alice walked, thoreforc, gravely on toward the fount, and com- 
posed her looks as she took a hasty glance of the female who 
was seated there, and addressed herself to her task of filling her 
pitcher. 

The woman, uhose presence had surprised and somewhat 
startled Alice Leo, was a person of the lower rank, whose red 
cloak, russet kirtle, handkerchief trimmed with Coventry blue, 
and a coarse steeple hat, could not indicate at best any thing 
higher than the wiie of a small farmer, or, perhaps, the helpmate 
of a bailiff or hind. It was well if she proved nothing worse. 
Her clothes, indeed, were of good materials ; but, what tho female 
eye discerns with half a glance, they wore iiidifierontly adjusted 
and put on. Tins looked as if they did not belong to the person 
by whom they wore worn, but were articles of which she had 
become the mistress by some accident, li not by some successful 
robbery. Her size, too, as did not escape Alice, even in tho 
short perusal she afforded the stranger, was unusual ; her fea- 
tures swarthy and singularly harsh, and her manner altogether 
unpropitiouB. The young lady almost wished, as she stooped to 
fill her pitcher, that she had rather turned back, and sent Jo- 
cehiio on the eri'and; but repentance w'as too late now, and 
she had only to disguise as well as she could her unpleiuBaut 
feelings. 

** The blessings of this bright day to one as bright as it is," 
said the stranger, with no unfriendly, tliough a harsh voice. 

I thank you,” said Alice in reply ; and continued to fill her 
{iitchor busily, by assistance of an iron bowl which remained still 
chained to one of the stones beside the fountain. 

Perhaps, m> pretty maiden, if you would accept my help, 
your work would he sooner done,” said the stranger. 

1 thank you,” said Alice ; ^ hut had I needed assistance, 1 
could have brought those with me who had rendered it” 

I do not doubt of tliat, my pretty maiden,” answered the 
female; there are too many lads in Woodstock with e^es in 
their heads — No doubt you could have brought with you any one 
of them who looked on you, if you had listed 1 ” 

Alice replied not a syllable, for she did not like the freedom 
used by the speaker, and was desirous to break off the conver- 
sation. 

** Are you offended, my pretty mistress ?” said the straneer ; 
** that was &r from my purpose^ — I will put my question omer- 
wise. — ^Are the good daxnes of Woodstoidc, so careless of their 
pretty daughters as to let the flower of them all wander about 
the wild chase without a mother, or a somebody to prevent the 
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fox from mnning away with the lamb ? — that carelcasncse, me- 
thinkH, ahowB Bmall kiudtiesa.''* 

“ Content youiwclf, gt>od woman, I am not far from protection 
find anaifettance,’’ said Alice, who liked less and loss the effrontery 
fif her new ae(|uaintanee. 

Alas! my pretty maiden,*’ said the stranger, patting w^h 
lier large and hard hand the head which Alice h<ad kept bended 
ilow'n towards the water which bhe waa laving, “ it would be dif- 
ficult to hear such a pipe as yours at tlie town of V\'iiodstock, 
scream as loud as you would.” 

Alice shook the woman’s liand angrily off, took up her pitcher, 
though not above half full, and as she saw' the stranger re^e at 
the same time, said, not without fear doubth'ss, but with a natural 
feeling of resentment and dignity, “ I have no reason to make my 
cries heard as far at* Woodstock ; were there occasion for my 
crying for help at all, it is nearer at hand.” 

She spoke not without a warrant; tor, at the moment, broke 
through the bushes, and stood by her side, the noble lioinid Bevis ; 
ffxing on the stranger his eyes that glanced fire, rai^-ing every 
hair on his gallant mane as upright as the bristles of a w ild boar 
when hard pressed, grinning till a case of tc>eth, wliich*wouId have 
matched those of any wolf in Russia, were displayt'd in lull array, 
and, without either barking or springing, seeming, by his low do- 
termineil growd, to await but tlie signal for dashing at the female, 
whom he plainly considered as a buspicious person. 

But the stranger was untlauntcd. My pretty maiden,” she 
said, " you have indeed a formidable guardian there, where cock> 
iieys or liumpkins are concerned ; but ive who have been at tho 
wars know spells for taming such furious dragons ; and therefore 
let not your four-footed protector go loose on me, for he is a 
noble animal, and nothing but self-defence would imluce me to do 
him injury.” ISo saying, she drew' a pistol from licr bosom, and 
cocked it — ^pointing it towards the dog, as if apprehensive that 
he would spring upon her. 

‘‘ Hold, woman, hold !” said Alice Lee ; " the dog will not do 
y'ou harm. — Dowti, Bevis, couch dowm. — And ere you attempt to 
liurt him, know he is the favourite hound of Sir Henry Lee of 
Ditchley, tho keeper of Woodstock Park, who would severely 
revenge any injury offered to him.” 

" And you, pretty one, are the old knight’s housekeeper, doubt- 
less 1 I have often heard the Lees have good taste.” 

I am his daughter, good woman.” 

** His daughter ! — 1 was blind — but yet it is true, nothing less 
perfect could answer tlie description which all the world has given 
of Mistress Aiice Lee. 1 trust that my folly has given my young 
mistress no offence, and that she will allow me, in token of re- 
conciliation, to fill her pitcher, and carry it as far as she will 
permit.” 

As you will, good mother ; but I am about to return instantly 
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to the Lodge, to which, in these times, I cannot admit strangers. 
You can follow me no farther than the verge of the wilderness, 
and 1 am already too long from home : 1 will send some one to 
meet and relieve you of the pitcher.*’ So saying, she turned her 
back, with a feebng of terror which alic could hardly account for, 
ai}d began to walk quickly towards the Lodge, thuiking thus to 
get rid of her trouhlcsorae acquaintance. 

But she reckoned without her host ; for in a moment her new' 
companion was by her side, not running, indeed, but walking 
witli prodigious long unwomanly strides, which soon brought her 
up with the hurried and timid steps of the frightened maiden. 
But her manner was more respectful than formerly, thoiigli her 
voice Bounde<l remarkably harsh and disagreeable, and her whole 
appearance suggested an undefined, yet irresistible feeling of 
apprehension. 

" Pardon a stranger, lovely Mistress Alice,'* said her persecu- 
tor, ^ tliat was not capable of distinguishing between a lady of 
your high quality and a peasant wench, and who spoke to you 
with a degree of freedom, ill-bcfitting your rank, certainly, and 
condition, and which, I fear, has given you offence.*’ 

“ No offence whatever,” replied Alice ; “ but, good woman, I 
am near home, and can excuse your farther company. — You are 
unknowm to me.” 

^ But it follows not,” said the stranger, ^ tliat your fortunes 
may not be known to me, fair Mistress Alice. Look on my 
Bw^hy brow — England breeds none such — and in the lands from 
which I come, tho sun which blackens our complexion, pours, 
to make amends, rays of* knowledge into our brains, winch are 
denied to those of your lukewarm climate. Let me look upon 
jour pretty liand^ — [attempting to possess herself of it,] — and I 
promise you, you shall hear wlmt will please you.” 

« I hear what does Tiot please me,” said Alice, with dignity ; 
" you must carry your tricks of fortone-tclling and palmitstiy to 
the women of the village — We of the gentry hold tliem to be either 
imposture or unlawful knowledge.” 

" Yet you would fain hear of a certain Colonel, 1 warrant you, 
whom certain unhappy circumstances have separated from his 
family ; you would give better tiian silver if 1 could assure you 
that you would see him in a day or two — ay, perhaps, sooner.” 

^ I know nothing of what you speak, good woman ; if you want 
alms, there is a piece of silver — ^it is all 1 liave in my purse.'* 

" It were pity that I ^ould take it,” said the female ; " and 
yet give it me— for the princess in the fairy tale must ever de- 
serve, by her generosity, the bounty of the benevolent fairy, be- 
fore she is remurded by her protection.” 

" Take it — ^take it-^ve me my pitcher,” said Alice, ^ and 
beyne/— yooder^mes one of my mwer’s servanta. — What^ ho ! 

The old fortone-t^er hastily dropped something into the pit- 
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eher as she restored it to Alice Lee, and, plying her long limbs, 
disappeared speedily under rover of the wood. 

Bevis turned, and backed, and slioued some inciinatinn to 
harass the retreat of this suspicious porsfin, yet, as if uncertain, 
ran towards Joliffe, and fawned on him, as to demand his advice 
and cncouragenient. Joeehiie pacified the animal, and, coming 
up to his young lady, asked her, witli surprise, what was the mat- 
ter, and whether she liad been frightened ? Alice made light of 
her alarm, for which, indeed, she could not have assigned any 
very competent reason, for the manners of the woman, though 
bold and intrusive, were not menacing. She onlj Hind she had 
met a fortune-teller by Rosamond's Well, and had’ had some »hf- 
ficulty in shaking her off. 

“ Ah, the gipsy thief,” said Joccline, “ how w’ell she scented 
there was food in the pantry ’ — they have noses like ravens these 
strollers. Look y^iii, Mistress Alice, you shall not see a raven, 
or a camon-crow, in all the blue sky for a mile round you ; but 
let a sheep drop suddenly down on the graensward, and before 
the poor creature's dead you shall see a dozen of such guests 
croaking, as if inviting each other to the banquet.— Just so it is 
with these sturdy beggars. You will see few enough of them 
when there's nothing to give, but when hough's in the pot, they 
will have share on't.” 

" You are so proud of your fresh supply' of provender,” said 
Alice, " that you suspect all of a design un’t. I do not think this 
woman will venture near your kitchen, Joccline.” 

" It will be best for her health,” said Joccline, “ lest 1 give 
her a ducking for digestion — But give me the pitcher, Mistress 
Alice — ^mceter I bear it than you. — How now* what jingles at 
the bottom * have you lifted the pebbles as well as the water 

^ I think the woman dropped something into the pitcher,” 
said Alice. 

“ Nay. we must look to that, for it is like to be a charm, and 
wc have enough of the devil's w'are about Woodstock already — 
we w'ill not spare for the water — can run back and fill the 
pitcher.” He poured out the water upon the grass, and at the 
bottom of the pitcher w'as found a gold ring, in which was act a 
ruby, apparently of sonic value. 

" Nay, if this be not enchantment, I know not what is,” said 
Joceline. “ Truly, Mistress Alice, I think you had better throw 
away this gimcrack. Such gifts from such hands are a kind of 
press-money which the devil uses for enlisting his regiment of 
witches ; and if th^ take but so much as a bean from him, they 
become his bond suives for life — Ay, you look at the gew-gaw, 
but to-morrow you will find a lead ring, and a common pebble 
in its stead.” 

« Nay, Joceline, I think it will be better to find out that dark- 
complexioned woman, and return to her what seems of some 
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value. So, cause enquiry to be made, and be sure you return her 
ring. It seems too valuable to be destroyed.” • 

“ Umph 1 that is always the way with women,” murmured Jo- 
celine. You will never gc't the best of them, but she is willing 
to save a bit of finery .~»W ell. Mistress Alice, 1 trust that you are 
too young and too pretty to be eulisti'd iii a regiment of witches.” 

" I shall not be afraid of it till you turn conjuror,” said Alice ; 
“ BO hasten to the well, where you arc like still to find the wo- 
man, and let her know that Alice Lee desires none of her gifts, 
any more than she did of her society.” 

So saying, the young lady pursued her way to the Lodge, 
while Jocehne went down to liosamond’s Well to execute her 
commission. But the fortime-teller, or whoever she might be, 
was nowhere to bo found ; neither, finding that to be the caso, 
did Joceline give himself much trouldc in trucking her farther. 

“If this ring, which I dare say tlie jade stole somewhere,” 
said the under-keeper to himself, “ be worth a few nobles, it is 
better in lionest hands than in tliat of vagabonds. My master has 
a nght to all waifs and straps, and certainly such a ring, in pos- 
session of a gipsy, must be a waif. So X shall oonfibcate it with- 
out scruple, and apply the produce to the support ot Sir Hen- 
ry’s household, which is like to be |M)or enough. Thank Heaven, 
my military experience lias taught me how to carry hooks at iny 
finger-ends — ^that is trooper’s law. Yet, hang it, after all, I had 
best take it to Mark Kverard and ask his advice — 1 hold him now 
to be your learned counsellor m law w'bere Mistress Alice's af- 
fairs are concerned, and my learned Doctor, who shall be name- 
less, for such as concern Church and State and Sir Henry Lee — 
And I’ll give them leave to give mine umbles to the kites and ra- 
vens if they find me conferring my confidence where it is not 
safe.” 


CHAPTER XIX. 

Being akille^^ in theec part<i, which, to a Btrangor, 

Unguidcd and nnfncnacd, oiUn prove 
Roagh and inhosuitablo 

Tswlffh mght 

There was a tittle attempt at preparation, now that the dinner 
hour was arrived, which showed tliat, in the opinion of his few 
but faithiul domestics, the good knight had returned in triumph 
to his home. 

The great tankard, exhibiting in bas-relief the figure of Michael 
subduing the Arch-enemy, was placed on the table, and Joceline 
and Phoebe dutifully attended ; the one behind the chair of ^ 
Henry, die other to wait upon her young mistress, and both to 
make out, by formal and regular obrarvanee, the want of a moire 
uumevQus train. 
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A lioalth to Kins Cliarlo** *” said the old knight, handing tho 
inasHivc tdiikard to his daughter ; drink it, my love, though it 
he rebel ah* \vhieh the\ ha\«* left iis ] will pledge thee; for the 
toast will eveuse the lifpior, hail Noll hiiUMdl brewed it ” 

Tin* jomig lad,s touehed the goblet with her hp, and letunied 
it t.> her father^ who took a eopious di aught. 

“ 1 will not wiy bh'hMiig on tlieii hearts,'’ said he ; tlinugh 
J iiiiist own flu'y drank good ale ” 

wonder, wr ; they come lightly by the malt, and neeil not 
hpai’O it,” buid Joeeline. 

“ Say'st tlniii fsaid the knight ; “ thou shalt finihli llio tank- 
aid thysf'W for that \er\ jest's hake." 

Nor was his follower slow iii doing leason to the royal pledge. 
He bowed, and replaeed tin * tank ai*d, saying, after a trimnjdiant 
glanec at the scuiptiiri', “ 1 had a gibe with that same ivd-coat 
about the Saint Aliehaid just now ’* 

Ked-eoat — ha' what r<d-eoat^’’ said the hasty old man. 

Do any <jf these knai<‘s still link about Woodstock i - Quoit 
liim down stairs instantly, •Joccdiiie. — Know we not (lallouay 
nags ' ” 

“ So please you, he is in sonn* charge heic, and will speedily 
bo gone.— li is he — ^lie who had a reiiemitre with your lionour in 
the wood.*' 

Ay, but 1 paid him off fur it in tln^ hall, as \ou yoursilf saw. 
— I was. never in better feiiee in my hie, Joiehrie. That same 
steward fellow is nut so utterly blaek-hrarted a rugue as the joost 
of them, Joeeline. lie leiieis well— eveelleiit will 1 will luni' 
thee try a bout in the ball witli biiii to-moirow, though 1 think 
he will be loo hard b»r thee. ] know thy streiigih to an null " 

He might say this with some tnilh , for it was Joe* Jine's fashion, 
when called on, as sonu'times happened, hi feius* witli liir; patron, 
just hi put foith as much of Ins strength and skill as obliged the 
Knight t<i eoiiteiid liard for tl.i i letory , w hirh, in tho long run, liu 
always eontrived to yudd up to him, iike a disiueet siTviiig-niaii. 

And what said this roundheaded steward of our great baiut 
Michners .standing eup 

‘‘ Marry’, ho scoffed at our good saint, and Kiid he was little 
better than one of the golden eahes oi Dellud. But 1 told him 
lie should not talk so, until one of their own roundheaded saiuts 
had given the de\il as coiiijJete a cross-buttock as banit Mieliael 
had giv«;n him, as ’tis caiwcd upon the cup tlierc. 1 trow that 
made him silent enough. And then ho would know whether your 
honour and Mistn'SH Alice, not to mention old Juan and myself, 
since it is your honour's jdeasuro ] should take my' bed lien*, 
were not afraid to sleep in a house that liad been so much dis-* 
turbed. But I told him we feared no fiends or gobhiis, liaving 
the prayers of the Church read every evening.” 

“ Joeeline,” said Ahcc, intermpting hmi, “ wert thou madt 

VOL. ^xi. P 
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You know at what risk to ours(‘]ves and tin' good doctor the per- 
formance ot that dutv takes place'/* 

“ Oh, Mistress Alice,** aaid Joccliiie, a little abashed, “ you 
may be sure I «])oke not a wtird of the doctor— -No, no — T did 
not let him iido the secret that we had siieh a reverend clinplaln. 
- -I think T kiiiw the length of this iiiairb loot We have liad a 
jollification or so htgetin r He is liand and ghtve with me, for 
as gr«*at a fanatic as he is ” 

'* Trust him not too far,*' said the knight. “ Naj I fear thou 
hast been iinpriidcnt already, and that it will be unsafe lor the 
good man to come here after nightfall, as is proposed. I’liese 
Independents have noses like bloodhounds, and eaii smell out a 
loyah-t under any disguise '* 

*- Tf jour honour thinks so,'* said docidme, " 1*11 wateh fur the 
doetor with good will, and bring hiiii into tin' Lodgi* by the old 
condemned postern, and so up to this apartieeiit ; and sure this 
man T*»nikins would never presinnt* to eoim* hither; and tin 
doctor ina> have a bed m WtMMistock Lodgi , and he iie>er tin* 
wiser; or, if your honour docs not think that sjlo, 1 can cut his 
throat for \ou, and I would not mind it a pin ” 

“ God forbid '*’ said tin* knight “ He is under our roof, and 
a guest, though not an iimted one — (Jo, Jocehin* ; it shall bethv 
penance, for having gneii thj tongue loo miieh lioi'iisc, to watch 
for the good doctor, and to take eare of hi-. ->alet;> while he con- 
tiiiiieh with us. All OctobiT night or two iii the foiest would finish 
the good man/* 

‘‘ lle*s more like to fini-«h our Ochdier than our Oi*toher is to 
fininh him,” said the keeper; and withdrew under the eiicoui ag- 
ing sniiU* of his patron 

He whisth'd IhMs along with him to share in Ins wateh ; and 
lia\ iiig reel ived evaet information w'hei'e the clei g\maii w.is most 
likely to ho fouinl, assui ed his master that he w'niiM gi\e tin nn>st 
pointed attention to his safety. When the ntt(*iid:ints liad witli- 
diaw'n, having previous^ i’emo\ed the riunains of the meal, tlie 
old knight, leaning haek ui his chair, encouraged pleasant(*r 
visions than had of lato jiassed through his iiiiugiiiatM>ii, until by 
degrees he was surprised h\ actual sluiiiher; while liis daiightei, 
not venturing to move Imi on tiptoe, took some neodle-work, ainl 
bringing it close hy the old man's side, employ rd her fiiigora on 
this tusk, bonding her eyes from time to time on her jiareiit, with 
the affectionate zi*al, if not the eftective p^iwer, of a guardian an- 
gel. At h*ngth, as the light faded away, and night came on, she 
was about to ordt*r candles to b<* brought. But, remeiaberiiig 
how indifferent a couch Jocelinc’s cottage had afforded, she could 
not think of interrupting the first sound and refreshing sleep 
which her father had enjoyed, in all probability, for the lust two 
nights and days. 

She herself had no other amusement, as she sat facing one of 
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the great oriel window*^, the Hame 'nhieh Wildrake had on a 
foniiur occasion loohcd in u)H»n Tomkins and Joccliue ^^hlle at 
their coinpotntions, than ^^atchiiig the clouds, \^liich a lassy ^iiid 
sometimes chased irum the hroad disk of the liarvust-inoun, Home- 
times permitted to accumiilutc,und evcludc her bnghtiiOHs. There* 
is, J knovi not wli\, som(*thmg (lecuJiarly plea^iig to the iniagi- 
natioii, m conlfinplatiiig tlu* (^uecii ul Night, M'lieii she is aat/i/o;, 
aa the expiession is, among the vajioura which she has not ^Kiwer 
to diiApel, and whitdi on their side art* unable entii‘(‘l\ to quench 
her lustre It is the sti iking image ui palii*nt \iitiie, calmly pur- 
suing her path through good report and had report, having that 
excellence in herself which ought to cominaiid all admiration, 
but hediimiieil in the e^ea ol the woild, by biiflcring, by misfor- 
tune. by caluinii} . 

As some hiicli reflections, perhaps, \vt*re passing through Alice's 
imagination, slie bcearue sensihh*, to her surprise and alarm, that 
some one had clani>»ered up upon the window, and was looking 
into the room The idea of supernatuial fear did not in the 
slightest degi'(*e agitate Alice. She was too much ah ustomed to 
the placf* and situation ; for folk do not sie spectr(*s in the sc< nes 
with which tlic} have b(‘c*ii faniihar from inf.incy. * lint danger 
from inaraudei h in a disturbed voiuitr;^ was a inon* formidable 
subject of apprehension, and the thought uinied Alici, who was 
natural!} higli-spiri1i*d, with such desperate courage, that she 
snatched a pistol from the wall, on which som** fire-arms hung, 
and wliili' she scri'amed to her father to awake, had the prisinci* 
of mind to [»ros(*iit it at the* jjiiruder She did so the more readiK, 
because ‘‘he iinugint'd she lecogiiised m the Msagt*, which she 
partially saw, the features ol the woman whom ‘•ho had met with 
at Rosamond s Well, and winch had appeared to her )u*culiurlv 
liarsh and suspicious. Her father at tlie same time sn^id Ins 
.sword and came forwai d, while the person at tin* window , alarmed 
at these demonstration h, ‘iiid endeavouring to d(*hcend, iins-^ed 
footing, as had Cavahero Wildrake beiore, and went down to 
the earth with no spiall noise. Noi was tlie recejitKiii on the 
bosom of our common mother eithi'r soft or safe ; lor, by a most 
tfciTjfic bark and growl, they heard tliat Iie\js had come up and 
seized on tlie pan/, ere he or sh<* could gam their feet. 

" Hold fitst, hut worry not," said the old kniglit. — Ahce, Ihuu 
art the queen of wenches » Stand fast here till 1 run down and 
secure tlie rascal.’’ 

“ For God's sake, no, my dearest father ' " Alice e\i*luiiued ; 
“ Joccline will he up imiiii'diatcly — li.irk ' — 1 hear hmi." 

There was indeed a bustle beb»w, and more than one light 
danced to and fro in confusion, while those who bore them called 
to each other, yet suiipressmg thi'ir ^ oict's as the} spoke, as men 
who would oiih be heard by tleise they addressed. The iinliii- 
dual who had fallen under the power of Bevu was most inipatient 
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in his situatiun, and eallod \viih loaBl ‘pm-aution — "Horp, Lee — 
taKi* tlip ilo^ off, t*Isf 1 iiiiisr i«Ii4>ot liiin.’' 

*' It tljoii dust,” said Sir llonry, from the window. “ I blow thy 
brains oul on llu* spot TIiip\ps, Jondini*, tlio'M's » ifniu* up and 
hppuri' tins nifljaii - Ib'vis, Imld on 

“ na<*K, Ibwi'i ; down, sii,’* i rn‘d .Iikm liiii‘ “ f am poimni;, I 
am poiiini^. Sir Hriir\ — S:iint MipImpI, I shall di^fiacrod ' ’ 

A toiTibh* (liou^lit sinidenly oiviirrod to Aliro ; cimld JoppIuio 
haM' hi'ponn* nidaithtul that in' was callinjo; fhwis ofi tiip villain, 
iiistpad o| ••npouranmir tin* tnistv doer to w*piin* him ^ lloi falhor, 
nioantinn*, niovod ]>« rhaps 1 \\ soiin* snsjacion of tlio sanip hind, 
hastily st 4 jit asido out ol tht* nioonlnrlit, and pnlh'd A Ins* floso to 
him, so as to be invisible fmin without, yet so plarod as to hear 
what ahoidd ]uiss Tin* sptifflp botwppii Bpms ainl his piisonor 
HtsiiU'd to 1)0 oinlod li\ doot line's intorti*n‘np«*, and tlioro was 
dost* whi'-poi injjr loi an instint, as of poo)»lo m ooiisultatioiK 
“ All IS ipint now,” s:iul oin* voioo ; “■ ) will up and proparo 
flip w’K,} loi \<m ” And iiniin'diatt h a form pri-sontisl itsoJl on 
tlip outsuh* <d tlie window, ]iushed opon tin* hiltioo, and sprung 
into llip parlour Ihil almost oiv Ins stop was upon the tliKir, 
oertainh b<*furt* he had oht lined any sooiin* foutinGj, tlip old 
knight, who stood read} with his iMpiordiawn, made a desperate 
pass, whieh btirp the intruder bi the ground. Joeeline, wlio 
elamhoiHl up iio\t with a dark lantern in ins hand, uttered a 
dioadliil e\o 1 ,iination, win n he saw what Innl hajipenod, crying 
out, “ Lord ill heaven, he has slain his own son 

“ No, no 1 tell >ou no,” s.iid the Ulleii \oiin'jr nrin, who was 
indtH'd >01111!; Alhert L<’e, the oiiU son of the old kiiiirht; “ I am 
not hint. No noise, on Aoiir liV 4 *s ; get hglits instanth ” At tht* 
same tinn' In* started Iroin the lloor as ipiieUK as he eoiild, iindei 
ilie emliair.Lssinont ol a eh»ak and doubUt skewered as it were 
iog 4 *tber by tbe »apier of tin* «)ld kniglit, whose pa-'s, ino'-t fortu- 
iiattd}, had beui diverted tioin the b-ni} of AUn rt b\ the iiiter- 
riiptiini of bis cloak, tin* blade piu-^ing right bis baek, 

piercing ihe cleihfs, wiiilt* the Ldt coming against liis side wuh 
the whole hii« e of tin* bmgo, bad borne hmi to the gi'iund. 

Joeeline ail t)\e while i njoiiied silenee to e\pry o’n*, under the 
strietesi eon | lira *j/>iis. Silence, as you wonlil Jong li>t‘ on earth 

--silenet*, as \e wouM ba\e a }iiaee in heaven ; be but silent b.r 
a few numitpo — ail our li\0'^ dt pend on it.*’ 

Meantime he proiur4'd liglits with inexpre'^siblc dispateh, and 
they then lieheld that Sir lleur},oii bearing the fatal words, had 
^unk baek on one uf tlie largo chairs, without either motion, colour, 
or sign of life 

“Oh, brother, how could you come in this inaiiiirrr* said 
Alice. 

“Ask no questions — Good God! for wh.it am J leservrdJ” 
He gazed on bis father as ho spoke, who, with cUy-coid features 
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rigiilh fix( .Hill liJh ariii'i o\li lul. d in tin.' ali'i.liiti iirip 

lossiifss, ioiiUi'd raiiu r tlit' imai; ol dt atli ii]}<)n a inunnini ni, tii.m 
a lirinij III Innn v.«is iinlv hiih|u*ndi li. ‘■‘Was in_\ lih 

sjiaitd,'' said Alixi't, laisiiii; his. hands amlIi a wild 11111. i(» 
f . .i\* n, “ iii'u («v w itm'ss siidi a siji'Iil as tins f” 

“ Wc *'iihi‘i ivliat 111 a\'*n }M‘iniits, ^nuii^ man , wi* uidiiii' (ii.» 
iiMswhiU' Jli.tMii (Siiihniiis Lit nil* a]>]»i(>iu‘ln ' '] Ik 

saiiH* fliTL'Miiaii wlin had ii‘.id thi* prayers at JlK•l■hlK>'^ hut imw 
lint’ Imw.i 1 “(lit wait’/* hr siiid, “ iiisiantl\ /' Anil thr 
hii|>liii h.ina .iM'i luht hn.t of Ahft\ wiih tlio itMclv-witti d ti ndcr- 
jK'sswJnili nivii -iji;i/a(i‘s m \ani lanuiittiti'iiis rthili* lii. ri* is 
aii\ niuin fm hopt, pioMiiiMl with iiiriodibk- rrloriu ail (hat tl.i* 
Milan ra ill'll Im-. 

“It IS hut a swiiiiii/ III* Kiid. nil ti I hull; .^ir lloiirv’s pahn ; “ a 
swoon piodiiri'd fi'oiii tli. Ill la.i. .iiid nnr'Xjit rtcd slioi k Ihai-^i 
Tiii't iiji, Alhi 1 1 , 1 pi oKiisc ill* I itwdiiii nothin;' salt a sviicopc 
.\ cu)i, niy ill iiii'st A 111 1 , and a iibhoud or a banda;>e I must 
takr Hoini' blood- suiiir atMinatii's, itiu^ il ihi‘^\ ran hi had, inv 
;'i)od Alift'/’ 

Hut wlnli.' Ahcr jirorurod t hr cup and baiida"!’, stn]ipfd hn 
liiilii'r'h sli'cvi , ,uid hi‘('nii*l b\ mfiitniii rvi 11 to antii.pair 1 \rr\ 
dirii'tjoii of till' ivM'ii'iid doctoi , iirr hi ntlu r. In .ai jii^ no woiiL 
and soiMiii* no snrn of coinioit, stiMx) wnh boiii hands ilaspid and 
ch \ati‘d mill thi> air, a iiioiiunu*nt ot spri'ihiLSb ih’sp.^ir lArr} 
icatuie 111 his fairo sri'ini'd tocvpross the thoiu'ht, “ lli rc In b ui\ 
lallii'r'b coipso, and it is 1 whose' rashness has slam him •'* 

Hut will'll a ii'w (Imps ol blood hi liaii to lollow the laucct- at 
tirsT talhn;' sinu;h,.iud tin n ti ickhni; 111 a it em hlri'am whin, 
111 oonsrqueiUM* of (ho apphi atioii ol told wait i U> tho tiinjdos, 
and Hioinatics to the iiosiuis, Iho old man s.i^hotl Uihh, and 
iiitidi' an oiiort to nioM' Ins liiidis, Alhoil Lot* chunp:i.d lus posture, 
at once to throvr hiinseli at the feet ot the cleriiMnan, and kiss, 11 
he would ha\e permuted liim, his bhois and the luni ot ins lai- 
inenl 

“ Uise, foohah xoiith/’ said the ;i*iod man, with aiiproxiii^ 
tone ; inubt it he alwa\s thus with xou ^ Kneel to lleavi 11, not 
t«i the feehlest ot its agents. \ 011 ha\e heeii savid oiire u(ram 
from frreat ilaii;<;er ; would 5 on deserxe Heaxin's hounU, leiaein- 
her.'iou Iiave been preserved for oliitr puqioses tliaii mu no.v, 
think on. Hegone \ou and JiK’ehiie^ 5 mi have a duty to ihs- 
ehar;;e ; and be assured it will ;:o latter with }our talher'H it- 
eoverj tliat he sie }ou not for a lew iniTiutes Down - down to 
the wilderness, and brine m ^our attendant. ' 

“ Tliaiiks, thanks, a thuu-taiid thanks,” aiiswi red Albert Lee ; 
and, spriiu'ing tin t)Uj;h the lattice, ho disappeared as une\]K'etedlv 
ab ho had enttred. At the same time Joceliiie followed him, and 
by the same road. 

* Alice, whose fears tor her lather were now Bomethin;]: abated, 
upon tins new nio> ement among the persons of tlie bceiie, could 
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not rosiflt appealing to her venerable assistant. “ Good doctor, 
answer me but one qiiestKiii. Was ni} Imitlier Albert here just 
now, nr have 1 dreamed all that has huppened for these ten 
minnteH pjist ^ Methinks, but for \our i»resence, I could suppose 
the w'hole had pass’d in iii\ sleep ; that horrible tlirusit — that 
deathlike, corpse-like old man — that soldier in mute despair ; I 
must indeed have dreamed ” 

“ If joii Iiave dream«‘d, ray sweet Alice, said the doctor, " 1 
wisli every siek-nurse ha<l jour propertx , since you have been 
atti'iiding to oui' patient better diirimj \onr sleep than most of 
these olil dormice can do when they are most awake. But your 
dn^ani <»ame through the gat<' of horn, my pretty darling, which 
yon must remind me to explain to you at leisiin*. Albert has 
is*ally been Iieit*, .and wall be here again.” 

Albert !” repeateil Sir Henry ; « wlio names my sonT* 

“ It IS I, mv kind patron,” said the do<‘tor ; permit me to bind 
up your arm.*' 

My uoumW — with all niy heart, doitor,” «aid Sir Henry, 
raising himsi -If, and gathering his reeolleetioii b\ degrees. I 
knew of old thou w ort licMly-eiirer as w ell as soul-eurei , and ser\ ed 
my regiment hii* surg«'on as well as e}Ki]»laiii — But where irt tlu' 
rascal I killed ? — 1 iieier made a tainu in my life. 

The shell of my rapier struck against his ribs So, dead he must 
be, or my right hand has foi got its cuiining ” 

“ T^ohody was slain,” said the iloctor ; “ we must thank God 
for that, since there were none but fi lends to slay. Here i.s a 
good cloak and douhh't, though, wounded in a fashion which will 
iMMjuire SOUK* skill m tai1oi*‘Ciaft to cure. But I was your last 
unbigonist, ami took a little blood from yon, merely to prepare 
>ou for the pleasure and surprise of seeing your son, who, though 
hunted pretty close, as you may bolii^ve, hath made his way from 
Worcester hither, whi'Vi', with Jt>eehiu‘'s assislanre, we will care 
well eiiouah for his safety, ft was e\en for this reason tliat I 
prt'hsed you to accept of your iiejdiew’s projiosal to return to the 
old Lodge, where a limidied imsi might he concealed, though a 
thousand were making si'urcU to diMVAer them Never such a 
place for hidc-aiid-seek, as 1 shall make good when [ can find 
means to publish my Wondei’s of Woodstock.** 

“ But, my son — my diMr stm,” said the knight, •- ^hall I not 
then instantly see him ' and wherefore did you not foivwarn me 
of this joyful e\ei)t ? ” 

Bpcanso 1 was uncertain of liis motions” said the doctor, 
and rather fliniigUt he was bound for the sea-side, and that it 
would be beat to tell ytui of his fate when he was safe on board, 
and in full sail for France. We had appointed to let you know 
all when I came hither to-night to join you But tin re is a red- 
coat in the limisf whom we care not to tni'^t farther than we 
cmild not help. We dared not, therefore, %euturc m by the 
hall ; and so, prowdmg round the building, Albert informed us. 
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that an nhl jirnnk of hin, Mlion a hoy, consisted of oiitciriiig hy 
thiM >»in(lnM A lad who was ^ith uh would noods make tin o\- 
pernnc'iit, as ihoro sooincMl to he no light m the rhaniber, and the 
moonlight without made us liable to he detected, ilis lout slip- 
ped, and our fi leiid Mevi*' came upon im." 

“In good truth, you acted simply,” .said F»irHeiir},“ to attack 
a gari'iHin without a suinmoiis. But all this is iiotliing tu iu\ 
son, AJhert— wlu'n* is he I — Let me sec him.” 

“ But, Sir lii'nr\, wait,” said the doctor, “ till \our rtslored 
strength ” 

“ A plague of my restored atri*ngth, mau answered the 
knight, as his old spirit liegari to a w'akeii within him. — “ Dost not 
rcineuiher, that 1 hi\ on Kdgehil1-fu*ld all night, bleeding likt' a 
hiilloek fioin li\e s(\eial wuuiuK and wore nij armour within 
si\ weeks? and 5011 i,ilk to me of the few drojis of blood that 
follow such a scratidi as a eat's elaw might ha\<' made ! 

“ Nay, if \on feed so <*oui agisms,*' said the doctor, “ J will 
feteli -^our son-- he is not far distant.” 

SosaMiig, he left tin* apartm<*iit, making a sign hi Alice to 
rfuiiHin, m tase aii) s\mptoins of her fatliti's weakness should 
return. 

It was tortiinah', perhaps, that Sir lleniw iiexer sc'cmed to 
recollect the precise iiatun* of the alarm, winch had at once, and 
effect nail} as the shock oi the thunderbolt, lor the inoiiieni sus- 
pended his faculties Something lie ^aid more than once of being 
eertain he bad done mischief with that .'•?/'</»«r(oi/,aH In* called it ; 
but his niiiid did not rt»cur to that danger, as having been in- 
curred by bis *»oii. Alice, gUd to see that, her lather apfieart^d to 
have forgiitteii a ciTcuinstaiice so feariul, (us imni often forget the 
blow*, or otht r siuldeii cause, which has thrown tbeiii into a swoon,) 
rcadih c\cu«ei| lier«elf fnnn throwing much light on the matter, 
by ]deadiiig tho gt iieral contusion. And m a h*w minutes, Albert 
cut oft' all iartber enquire . ’■;* r nti -i* - *b» room, followed by the 
doctor, and throwing bin >« •' .■i:'e*i.:i'i iv into the arms of hia 
father and of his sister. 


CIIAPTER XX 

The hoT IS— hark vc, l•lrrah--vrhJt^ ynur iiaine’— 
Oh. Jacob — a), I reGolltet— tbt Mime 


Tiir. affoetionate relatives were united as those who, meeting 
uiidiT great ndversitj, feel still the happiness of shaiiiig it in 
common. They embraced again and again, and gave nay to 
those exj>ansions of the heart, which at once express and relieve 
the pressure of mental agitation. At lengtli the tide of einottoti 
began to subside ; and Sir Henry, btill holding liis recovered flcin 
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by the hand, resumed the euminand rif hi-> foeiings wiiicli ho 
usually practised. 

^ So you have seen the last of our battles, Alliort,*’ he said, 
“ and the Kini>*s colours have fallen for ever betore the rebels.'* 

“ It iH but even so," said the youiijj man — the last east of the 
file was thrown, ami, alas ! lost, at Woreesti'r ; anil Troin well's 
fortune carried it there, as it has wherever he has shown him- 
self." 

“ Well — it can hut he for a time — it can hut be for a time,” 
answered liis father ; the devil is ])otcnt, they say, ni rai<«inf' and 
gratify iiif; favourites, hut he can grant but short leases. — And the 
King — tlie King, Albeit — ^the King — in my ear — close, close !’* 

Our last news were cuiihdent that lit' had oueaped from 
Brhstrd.” 

“ Thank Ood for that — ^thank God for that •'* said the knight. 
" Where difist thou leave him I’* 

* Our men were almost all cut to pie**es at the bridge,'* Albert 
ri'plied ; hut 1 followed Ins Majesty w'ltli about five hundrctl 
other oifieers and geiitlcmcii, who w'ero resolved to die ai'ound 
him, until as our luimbers and appearance drew the whole pur- 
suit after us, it pleased his Majesty to dismiss us, wuth many 
thanks and words of comfort to us in general, anrl some kind ex- 
pressions to most of us m especial, lie sent his ro.>al greeting 
to you, sir, in particular, and said more tliau becomes me to re- 
|K‘at.** 

" Nay, 1 will hoar it every word, boy,*’ said Sir Henry ; ^ is 
not thu certainty tliat thou hast discharged thy duty, and that 
King Charles owns it, enough to console me for all wo have lost 
and suffered, and wouldst tliou stmt me of it from a false shame- 
facedness I — 1 will have it out of tliec, were it drawn from thee 
with conls ! *’ 

It shall need no such compulsion,” said tlio young man — " It 
wsjs his Maicsty's pleasuru to hid me tell Sir Henry Lee, in hm 
name, that if his son could not go bofuro his father in the race of 
loyalty, he was at least following him closelv, and would soon 
move side by side.” 

Said he sol'* answered the knight — Old Victor Lee will 
look down with pride on thco, Albert I — But I forget — ^you must 
be weary aiiil hungry.’* 

“ Evon so, sir,’* said Albert ; “ hut these are things which of 
late I have been in the habit of enduring tor safety’s sake.” 

“ Joccline ! — what ho, Joceline !'* 

The under^keeper entered, and received orders to get supper 
prepared directly. 

^My son and Dr. liochccliffe are half starving,'* said the 
knight. 

^ And there is a lad, too, below/’ said Joceline ; " a page, he 
says, of Colonel Albert’s, whose belly rings cupboard too, and 
tliat to no commoD tune ; for I think he coi^d eat a horse, as the 
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Ynrkfihireman sa}s, bohiiid the saddle, lie liad bctti>r eat at 
the sideboard ; lor lie him devoiirt'd a wJiole loaf of bread and 
butter, uH last us riirube eouLd cut it, and it has not staid Ins 
Rtoiiiaeh ior a iiiiniite — aii<l truly 1 tliiiik > on had belter keep 
him under >f>nr (n\ii c>es, for the stc'wnrd beneath mi^ht ask him 
troublesome questions it he ^\ent beloa — And then he is impa- 
tient, as all your p^itleineii pa^t^s are, and is sauuv anionj; the 
ivoinen.” 

“ Whom IS it li(* talks of f- uhat hast tlioii Albert, 
that bears biuisolt so ill * ’ said Sir lleiiry, 

‘‘ The son ot a dear friend, a noble lord of Sf'otl.md, who fol- 
lowed the j'reat Montrose's banner — afterwards joiiitsl tlu' hini' 
in Scotland, and came with him as iar as Worcester, lie was 
wounded the dav before iJie battle, and eoii|iired me tii take this 
>outh under my charge, winch I did, sometliing iiuwilliiigl} ; but 
I could not refuse a father, [itThaps on his doath-betl, pleading 
for the safety of an only son.” 

Thou liadst deserved an halter, had^t tliou lie^taU d," R.ud 
Sir Henry ; “ the smallest tree can always give some Hbelter,— 
and It fileaseB me to think the old stock of ]a‘c is not totally 
prostrate, hut it may yet be a refuge for the distrcsswl. Fetch 
the youth in; — be is of in dilo blood, and these an* no times of 
ceremonj — ho shall sit with us at the same table, jiage though 
lie be ; and if you have uot schooled him hand* oniely in bis uiaii- 
iiers, be may not bo the worse of Sfiine le>«!soiis irom me ” 

** Voii will incuse his imlional drawling ac‘(*eut, sir said 
Albert, ilioiigh I know you like it not.'* 

1 lia\o small cause, Alliert/’ answered the knight — small 
cause. — Who btirri»d up these disunions I— the Si-ots. Who 
stiengthenod the Iniiids of I'arliainent, when their cause was 
w(dl-nigli ruined t — tlie SScots again. Who lUdivered up the 
King, their country man, who had flung himself upon their ]>ro- 
tection t — ^the Scots again. But this lad's father, you say, has 
fought on the part of tlie noble Montrose ; anil such a man os the 
great Marquis may make amends for tJie degeneracy of a whole 
nation.” 

** Nay, father,” said Albert, and I must add, that thoiigli this 
lad IS uncouth and wayward, and, as you will see, Munething 
wilful, yet the King has not a inert* zealous friend in England ; 
and, when occasion offered, he fought stoutly, too, in bis defence 
— I marvel he comes not.'* 

He hath taken the bath,” said Joceline, and nothing less 
would serve than tliat he should have it immediately — the sup- 
per, he said, might be got ready in the meantime ; and ho com- 
mands all about him as if he w'cre in his father’s old castle, where 
he might liavo called long enough, 1 warrant, without any one to 
hear him.” 

Indeed F’ said Sir Henry, this must be a forward chick of 
the game, to crow so early. — Wiiat is his name 1” 



WOODSTOCK. 


234 

“ Hin name * — it pscapo4 me every hour, it in so hard a one,” 
said Albert — KwncRiiy is his name — Jjouis Kemeguy ; his fa- 
ther was Lord Killstc^wers, of Kineardineshire.” 

“ Kemeguy, and Killstewcrs, an<i Km- — dVe eall it ? — 
Truly,” said the knight, ‘‘ those northern men's namc»« and titles 
smack of their origin — they sound like a north-west wind, rum 
bling and roaring among heather and I’ocks.” 

“ It is but the asperities of the Celtic and Saxon dialects,” said 
Dr. liocheclifie, "which, according to Verstegan, still linger in 
tliose northern parts of the island. — But pcaci‘ — here comes sup- 
per, and Master Louis Kerneguy.” 

Supper entered accordingly, borne in by Joccline and Phoebe, 
and alter it, leaning on a huge knotty stick, and having his nose 
in the air like a questing hound — for his attention was appa- 
rent! \ mori' fixed on the good provisions that went before him, 
than any tiling else — came Master Kemeguy, and seated himself, 
without much ceremony, at the lower vi\d ot the table. 

Ue was a tall, raw boned lad, with a shock head of hair, fiery 
red, like many of his country, while the harshness of liis national 
featur4‘8 was mcreased by the contrast of Ins complexion, turned 
almost hlack by tin* exposure to all sorts of weather, which, in 
that skulking and rambling mode of life, the fugitive royalists had 
been obliged to encounter. His address was by no means pre- 
possessing, being a mixture of awkwardness and forwardin'ss, 
and, showing in a remarkable degree, how a want of easy address 
may be consistent with an admirable stock of assurance. His 
face intimated having received some recent scratclies, and the 
care of Dr. Rochcclific had decorated it with a number of patches, 
which oven enhanced its natural plainness. Yet the eyes were 
brilliant and expressive, and, amid liis uglmcRs — for it amounted 
to tliat degree of irregularity — ^tho face was not deficient in some 
lines which expressed both sagacity and resolution. 

The dress of Albert lunisclf was far beneath his quality, as the 
son of Sir Henry l.ce, and commander of a regiment in the royal 
service ; but that of bis page was still more dilapidated. A dis- 
astrous green jerkin, which hod I»een changed to a hundred hues 
by sun and rain, so that the original could scarce be discovered, 
huge clouterly shoes, leathern breeches — such as were worn by 
hedgers — coarse grc}’ worsted stockings, were the attire of the 
honourable youth, whoso limping gait, while it added to the un- 
gainliness of his manner, showed, at the same time, the extent of 
his sufferings. His appearance bordered so much upon what is 
vulgarly called tlie queer, that even with Alieo it would have 
exited some sense of ridicule, had not compassion lieen predo- 
minant. 

The nace was said, and the young squire of Ditehley, as well 
as Dr. ^cheohffe, made an excellent figure at a meal, the like 
of which, in quality aud abumlance, did not seem to have lately 
fallen to their share. But their feats were child's-play to those 
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of the Scottish youtli. Far from betraying any s^mptomn of the 
bread and butter with which he had attempted to eloRe the on- 
iice of his sloinacb, his appetite appeared to iiave been nharponed 
by a nine- days' fust; and the knight was disposed to think that 
the \er^ genius of famine himself, come forth from his native 
regions oi the north, in tlie act of honouring him with a visit, 
while, as if ufraid of losing a inomciit's exertion. Master Kerne- 
guy never looked either to right or left, or spoko a single wonl 
to aii^ at table. 

1 am glad to sec that you have brought a good appetite for 
our country f«m*, }oiiiig gentli^iiian,” said Sir Henry. 

“ Bread oi gude ! sir," said the page, “ an ye'll fil'd ilesh, I'se 
find appc'tite coiiiorimng, ony day o’ the 3 ear. But the truth is, 
sir, that the appeteozenieiit lias been coming on for tliree da^s or 
four, and the meat 111 this snuUilund of yours has been scarce, 
and hard to come ; so, sir, I'm making up for lost tune, as the 
piper of Sligo said, when he eat a hail side o’ mutton 

“ You have been country-bred, young man,” said the knight, 
who, like otliers of hib time, held the reins of discipline rather 
tight over the rising generation ; at least, to judge from the 
youths of Scotland whom I liave seen at his late Majesty’s court, 
in former days; tJiey had le.ss appetite, ami more— uioix'” — As 
he sought the qualify uig phrase, which might supply the place of 
* good numicrs,” his guest closed the sentence in Ins own waj — 
“ And more meat, it may he — the bettcT luck theirs.” 

•Sir Henry stared and was silent. Ills son seemed to think it 
time to interpose — “ My dear father,” he siiid, think liow many 
\eaTS have run since llie Thirtj -eight, when the •SeuttisU troubles 
first began, and 1 am sure that you will not wonder that, while 
the Barons of Sc< Aland have been, for one cause* or otlier, perpe- 
tually in the field, the education oi their children at home must 
liavc been much neglected, and that j ouiig men of in v tri<*nd's 
ago know better liow to use a broadsw'ord, or to t(MW a pike, than 
the decent ceremonials of society.” 

** The reason is a sufficient one,” said the knight, “ and, since 
thou sayest thy follower Keniigocan fight, we'll not let him lack 
victuals, a Gkid's name. — See, he 1 » .k-ai .1 il\ still at yonder cold 
loin of mutton — for God's sake pui 11 all • lim plate !'* 

" 1 can bide the bit and the buffet,” said the honounible Mas- 
ter Kerneguy — “ a hungry tike ne’er minds a blaud with a rough 
bane.” 

Now, God ha’c mercy, Albert, but if this bo the Sfin of a 
Scots peer,” said Sir Henry to his son, in a low' tone of voice, 1 
would nut be the English ploughman who would change mminers 
with him for his ancient blood, and his nfdiility, a*id his estate to 
boot, an he baa one. — He has eaten, as 1 am a ('hristisii, near 
four pounds of solid butcher's meat, and with the grace of a wolf 
tugging at the carcass of a dead horse. — Oh, ho is about to drink 
at last — Soh ! — he wipes his mouth, though^ — and dips his fingers 
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in tlio pwpr — and drjrfi tliom, T prufnsh, with the naiJiin ! — thi*ri' 
Jb Hoinc grace in him, after all.*’ 

Here is w'lisMng all your vera guiU* liealthb *" haul tlie youth 
of quality, 1111(1 look a dranglit in pru]Mirtioii to tlie holidu uhicli 
he liad sent hefoii' ; lie then Hung his knife and fork aukuardly 
on the tretieher, wliieli h(‘ pushed l>aek towanlb the centre oi tin. 
table, extended Ins feet heiieatli it till the} rested on tlieir Insds, 
iohhsl liih arms on Ins welNrepleiiibhed btoiiiaeli, and, Jolhng hack 
in hihehair,look('d niiiehasii hewas about to v>'ln*«tie himself uslei^p. 

** Soh **’ Kiid fli(* knight- “‘tlie honourable Muster Kenngo 
hath laid down Ins arms --Withdraw the e things, and gi\e iis 
our glassoH — Fill them around, J<K*i*hne , mid if tlie de\il or tJw 
whole ]^ 1 r]iaIllenl were within lu aring. Jet them hear lieiiry L*** 
of I)itelil(‘y drink a health to King Chiirles, and coufubion to Ins 
enemies 

“ 7\tiu‘1i said a voice ti-om behind the door 
All the ennqiany looked at each other in astouislimeut, at a 
rcHponsi* so little expected It was follow'cd by ii holisnn and 
peculiar tap, such as n kind of iri'enuisonry had introduced among 
r(»yalist:4, and b\ winch they were accustomed to iiiakothemseUes 
and their jirineijiles known to eaidi other, when they met ac- 
cident. 

‘‘ There is no danger,*’ said Albert, knowing the wgii— ‘‘ it is a 
friend ; — ^yet 1 wish he had been at a greater dibtaiiee jubt now.*' 
*• And why, my son, bhoiild you wish the absence of one true 
man, who may, perhaps, wish to share our abiiiidaiK'e, on out' of 
those rare occasions when we ha\e biipei Unity at our dispobul ' — 
Gu, Joeeliiie, see who knocks- -and, it a safo man, admit him '* 
And if utherwise,” said Jocelme, *’*’ niethinks 1 bhall be able 
to prevent his troubling tlu» good company.” 

** No violence, Jocelme, on your life;*’ said Albert Lee; and 
Alice echoed, “ I'^or (rod’s sake, no \ioleiiei‘ 1” 

“ No imiiecessary violence at least,'* aaid the good knight ; 
** for if the tune demands it, I will lui\e it seen tliat I am master 
of my own honae.” Jocelme Jolittb nodded assent to all parties, 
and went on tiptoe to exchange one or two other mysterious sym- 
bols mid kiiooks, ere he opened the door. It may be here re- 
marked, that this species of st'cret association, A\ith its signals of 
union, existed among the more dissolute and desperate elass of 
cavaliers, me n habituated to the dissiputtHl life which they liad 
becu accustomed to m aii lU-disciphned army, where every' thing 
like order and regularity was too apt to he accounted a b^ge of 
Puritanism. These were the* " roaring boys'* who met in hedge 
alehouses, and when tlicy had by any chance obtained a little 
money or a little credit, determined to create a counter-revolu- 
tion by dedaring thoir sittings permanent, and proclaimed, in 
tlie words of one of their choicest ditties, — 

We'll drink till we bnnv 
In triumph Inuik thv king ** 
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Tho loador-A and prntry, of ii higher deRcription and moi*(‘ regular 
ninralh, did not indeed partake Mich excesMea, but tbej kiiII kept 
their e\e ii]ion a elass of jieraonH, \^ho, from courage and dcspe 
lation, wer<* (‘a]iaMi* of Rcr\iiig on an ad\aiitageoiis oecaMon the 
fallen can’ve of roynhv ; and rf'cnidt'd tlie ]i>dgf‘s and blind taveriiH 
at which <he^ met, as wholesale merchants know the houses oi 
call ot the inei lianics whom Ihcj may luvc occasion to einplo_>, 
and can tell wliere they ni.i\ hnd tJicni when need requires, it 
i'l searct' necessary to add, that among the lower cLish, and some- 
times ev<*n ninoiig the higher, then' were men found capable of 
bi'trayiiig the jirojects and eonspiracieB of tlu'ir assoeiates, whe- 
ther well or indifiereiitlv coiiibiiiotl, to the governors of the stair*. 
Cromwell, in particular, had gained sonn correspondciitH of thm 
kind of the highest laiik, and of the most undouhU'd character, 
among the i*oyalists, who, if they made scruple of impeaching or 
betraying individuals who oonhded in them, had no hesitation in 
giving the goveriiin* lit such gem*ral information as served to 
enable him to d]sa]ipoint the purposes of any plot or conspiracy. 

To n'tiuii to our stoi\. lii much shorter time than we havo 
spent m reminding the reader of these historical particulars, 
Joliffe had made his luysiic communication ; and b<‘mg duly an- 
swered as by one of the initiated, he undid the tioor, and there 
(*ntcred our old friend Roger Wildrake, roundhead in dress, as 
Ills safety and Ins dependence on Colonel Kverard compelled him 
to he, but that dress worn in a mo«t cavalier* like manner, anil 
forming a stronger contrast than usual with the demeammr and 
language of the wean*r, to which it vvas never very congenial. 

Ills puritanic hat, the (*mbi<>m of tliat of Ibilpho in the prints 
to Huihbras, or, as lie called it, his felt umhreli.i, was set most 
knowingly oil one side of the head, as if it had been a S|tamsli hat 
and feather; Ins straiglit stfuare-eaped sad-coloured cloak was 
flung gailv upon one shouldi'r, as if it had bi'cn of three-pilcd 
taffeta, lined with crinison -uk ; end ho paraded Ins huge calf- 
**Kiii boots, as if thev hid been silkiui hose and Spanish IcatluT 
shoes, with ros<«s on the instep. In sh<»rt, the airs which ho gave 
himscLf, of a most thorough-paced w lid gallant and cavalier, joined 
ti) a glistening of heli-sati->iaction m liia eye, and an iidimtablc 
sw'aggcr hi Iiis gait, whicli conijiletclv ainiounced his Ihoiightlcss, 
conceited, and reckless character, formi d a most iidiculous con- 
trast to his gravity of uttirc 

It could not, ou the otlu r hand, be denied, that in Sfutc of the* 
touch of ridicule which attached to iiis cliaracter, and the ItKise 
morality which he had learned in the dissqiatKin of tow'n plea- 
BuroH, and afterwards m the ihsorderly life of a soldier, Wildrale 
had points about him both to make him feared and rcsi>e€ted. 
He was handsome, even in spite of his air of debauched effron- 
tery ; a man of the most decided courage, though his vaunting 
rendered it sometimes doubtful ; and entertained a sincere sense 
of his political principles, such as they were^ though he was often 



288 


W0008TOCK. 


<io imprudent in asserting and boasting of them, as, joined with 
his dependence on Colonel Evorard, induced prudent men to 
doubt Ills sincerity. 

Such as he w'as, however, ho entered the parlour of Victor Lee, 
where his presence was any thing but desirable to the parties 
present, with a jaunty step, and a consciousness of deserving the 
best possible reco]>tioii. Thin assurance was greatly aided by 
circunisbiiieoK which rendered it obvious, that if the jocund ca- 
valier had liniitf'd himself to one draught of liquor tliat evening, 
in terms of his vow of temperance, it must have been a very deep 
and long one. 

Save ye, gontlcnicn, nave yo.^ — Save ^\ou, good Sir Henry 
Loc, though 1 have nearcc tlic honour to be known to you - -Save 
yon, worthy doctor, and a speedy resurrection to the fallen Church 
uf England.” 

“ You are welcome, sir,*' said Sir Henry Lee, whoso feelings 
of hospitality, and of the fratc*nial reception due to a royalist 
Hiiffcrer, induced him to tolerate this intrusion more than he 
might have done otherwise. If ^ou lia>e fought or suffered for 
the King, sir, it is an excuse for joining us, and eonimaiidmg our 
nervices in any thing in our power — although at present wv are 
a family-party. — But I think 1 saw you iii waiting upon MastcT 
Markliam Everard, wlwi calls himself Colonel E\erard. — If your 
inoBsago is from him, you may wish to sec me in private 

^ Nut at ail, Sir Henry, not at all. — It is true, as my ill hap 
will have it, that being on the stormy side of the hedge — like all 
huiK^st men — ^you unclci'stand me. Sir Henry— I am glad, as it 
were, to gain something from my old friend and comrade's coun- 
tenance — not by truckling or disowning my principles, sir — I 
defy such jiractiecs ; — but, in short, h> doing him any kindness 
in my power when he is pleased to call on me. So 1 came down 
h^ro with a message from him to the old roundheaded son of a 

(1 beg the young lady's pardon, from the crown of her head 

down to the very toes of her slipper) — And so, sir, chancing as 
1 was stumbling out in the dark, 1 heard you give a toast, sir, 
which warmed my heart, sir, and ever will, sir, till death chills 
it; — and so I made bold to let you know there was an honest 
man witliin hearing.” 

Such was tlio self-introduction of Master Wildrake, to which 
the knight replied, by asking him to sit down, and take a glass of 
Back to liis Majesty's glorious restoration. Wildrake, at this hint, 
squeezed in without ceremony beside the } oung Scotsman, and 
not only pledged his landlord’s toast, but seconded its import, by 
volunteering a verse or two of his favourite loyal ditty, — The 
King shaQ enjoy his own again.” The heartiness which he threw 
into his song opened still farther the heart of the old knight, 
though Albert and Alice looked at each other with looks resent- 
fnl of the intrusion, and desirous to put an end to it. The ho- 
nonrible Master Kemegny eiUier possessed that happy iodiffer- 
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enee of temper which does not deign to notice such circumstances, 
or he was able to assume the appearance of it to perfection, ati 
ho sat si]>piiig sack, and cracking walnuts, without testifying the 
least sense that an addition had bc^n miule to the party. Wild- 
rake, w'ho liked the liquor and the coiiipan}, showed no unwill< 
iuguesb to repay his landlord, by being at the expense of tht^ con- 
versation. 

“ You talk of fighting and suffering, Sir Henry Lee. Lord help 
lib, wc have all had our share. All the world knows what Sir 
Henry Lee has done from Edgeheld downwards, wherever a loyal 
sword was drawn, or a loyal flag fluttered Ah, God help us ' 1 
have done somi'thing too. My name is Roger Wildrakt* of 
Sqiiattlesea-mere, Lincoln ; not that you are ever like to liavo 
heard it before, but I was captain in Lunsford's liglit-horse, and 
aftoi wards with Goring. 1 was a child-eater, sir — a babe-bol- 
ter.'' 

** I have heard of y our regiiiient\ exploit-*, sir ; and perhaps 
you may find I have seen some of them, if we should spend ten 
minutes together. And 1 think I have heard ot yoiiv name too. 
1 beg to dmik your healtli, Captain Wildruke of Stjuattlebea-merc, 
Lincolnshire.'* 

Sir Henry, 1 drink yours in this pint buinpiT, and upon my 
knee ; and 1 would do as much for that ^ oung gtsitleman" — (look 
ing at Albert) — “ and the squire of the grei'ii cassock too, holding 
it for green, as the colours are not to iny eyes altogether clear 
and distingui*oliable.'* 

It was a lemarkable of wliat is called by theatrical folk 
the by-play of this bceiie, that Albert was com ei sing apart with 
Dr. Rocheeliffe in whispers, 4>ven more than the tin mo seemed 
desirous of eneoiiragiiig ; yet, to whate\er their loivatc convi^rsu- 
tion referred, it did not deprive the young Colonel of the power 
of listening to what was gruiig foiward iii the party at large, and 
interfering from time to tiun*, like a watch-dog, vNhi> can distin- 
guish the bligliiest alarm, even when enqiloy ed in Uie eiigrobsing 
procesb of taking his food. 

“ Captain Wildrake,” said Albert, “we have no objection — I 
mean, my friend and I — to be coiumuuicativc on proper occa- 
sions ; but you, sir, who arc so old a sufferer, must needs know, 
that at such casual meetings as this, men do not mention their 
names unless they arc specially wanted. It is a point of conscience, 
sir, to be able to say, if your principal, Captain Everard or Colonel 
Everard, if he be a Colonel, should examine you upon oath, I did 
not know who the persons were w'hom I heard drink such and 
such toaste.” 

“ Faith, I have a better way of it, wortliy sir,'* answ'cred Wild- 
rake ; “ 1 never can, for the life of mc,Vcntember that thero 
were any such and such toasts drunk at all. It 'a a strange gift 
to forrotfulness I have.” 

“ Well, sir,” replied the younger Lee ; “ but we, who have un- 
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1iap]>ny inorr tf*naoiouH mcmorieB, viould wilHiifrly al)ide by tha 
tnoifi frcnoral rule.” 

‘‘ Oh, sir,” answered Wildrake, “ with all my heart. I intrude 
on no man's confidence, d — n mo — and I only s|iok(' for civility'- 
sake, having; the purpose of drinking your health in a good 
fashion.'' — (Then he broke lorth into melody.) — 

*' *Then lot tho health C" round, aground, o-round, a round, 

7'ii(*n lot the health po round 
For thnnqh your htiK kinK he of mik. 

Your knee atiall kiiH the ground, a uroimd, a-giound. a ;• round 
V our knee ehall kiae the ground ** 

" Urge it no farther,” said Sir Henry, addn'ssing his son ; 

Masit'r Wildrake is one of the old school — out of the tantivy 
ho,>a , and we must bear a little, for if they tlriuk hard the^ 
fought well. I Will never forget how a party eaine up and res- 
cued us clerks of Oxford, a.s they called the regiment I belonged 
to, out of a cursed eiubroglio during the attack on Brentford. I 
toll jou wo were enclosed with the cockney's pikes both front and 
rear, and we should have coinc off hut ill had not Luiisford'*< 
hglit-liorse, the liabe-eatera as called them, charged in> t« 
the pike's point, and brought us off.” 

“ 1 am glad you thought on that, Sir Henry,*’ said Wildrake ; 
“and do you remember what the offieiT of Lunsford's said ?” 

“ I think T do,” said Sir Henry, smiling. 

« W ell, then, did not he call out, u hen the women w ei*e coming 
down, howling like sirens as tli»*y wore — ^‘llave none of you a 
phinui child that you could give us to break our fast upon ” 

“Truth itself!” said the kiiiglit ; “ luid a great iat w'omaii 
stepped forward with a bab^^ and offered it to the supposed can- 
nibal.” 

All at the tahh'. Master Kemeguy excepted, who seemed to 
think that good to<id of any kind requnxvl no apology, hehi up 
their hands m token of amazemeut. 

“Aj,'* said Wildrake, “the a-hein ' — I in*avo tlie lad\*B 

pardon again, from tip o1 top-knot to hem ot farthingale — but the 
cursed creature proved to bo a p.irish nurse, who had been paid 
for the child half a ,^ear in advance. Had, I took the baby out 
of the biteh-woir« hand ; and I ha\ o contrived, tlniiigh God knows 
I have livcil in n skeldering sort of wa\ iinself, to breed up bold 
Breakfast, as I call him, ever sinci*. It was pacing dear for a 
jest, though.” 

" Sir, I honour you for your humanity,” said the old knight — 
*Sir, I thank you'^for your courage — Sir, I am glad to see you 
hare,” said tho good knight, his eyes watering almost to overflow- 
ing. “ So you w'ere the wild officer who cut us out of the toils ! 
Oh, air, had you but stopped when 1 called on you, and allowed 
us io clear the streets of Brentford with our musketeers, we would 
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have been at Loudon Stone that day ! But ^our good will waa 
the Bame.” 

A,\, tnilj wah it,” bald Wildr.ikc*, who now sat triumphant and 
glorious 111 hii c*aa\ -cliair ; “ and hero is to all the brave hearts, 
sir, that fought and fell in that saiiie storm of Brentford. 'Wv 
drfn c all bi'ioro us hko rhatr, till the shops, where they sold strong 
w'ators and other tioiiptations, hrouglit us up. Ciad, sir, we, tlie 
hahc-(*aterb, liad too many ai'qiULiiitanees m Brentford, and our 
stout Prince Hui-KU’t wnse\er iK'tter at making w'a\ than drawing 
tdl*. Gad, sir, for iny own poor share, I did hut go into the house 
of a poor w idow la<h , who maintained a charge oi daughters, and 
whom 1 liad known of old, to get horse led, a morsel of meat, 
and so forth, when these eockiiey pikes of tli(> artillerv ground, as 
you verv wi-*!! eall them, i allied, and came in with their armed 
heads, as lioldly as so iiidn\ Cotsw'old rams. I sprang down stairs, 
got to inv liors«j — hut, egad, 1 fancy all my troop had widows and 
orphan innidens to eoinlort as w<dl as I, tor rmly hve of us got 
together. We cut our way through successfully ; and Gad, gentle- 
men, I can'ii'd my little lircakfast on the pmumel beft»n- me ; and 
tliere was such a hollowing and screeching, as if tlu* wliolt* town 
thought I was to kill, mast, and eat the poor cliild,>so soon as 1 
got to quarters. But iIcmI a cockney cliaiged up to iny bfniny 
bay, poor lass, to rescue little cake-bread ; they only ened haro, 
and out upon me.*' 

“ Alas, alas ' ” said the knight, “ we made otir^el ves s«*ein worse 
than we were ; and we wen* too bad to des<T\e God's blessing r\eii 
in a goo<l cause. But it is iH*edle^ to look back ; w<> did not dt'scr\C‘ 
victories w'beii God gir,e them, fur w'e never inutroved Ibeiii like 
good soldiers, or lik<' Christian men ; and so wo gave these cant- 
ing scoundrels the ii<i vantage of us, for they assmned, out of mere 
hyjMicrisy, the discqibne and orderly liehaviour which we, who 
drew our swords in a better cause, ought tt> have practised out of 
true principle. But here is ni\ liand, Captain. 1 liave often 
wished to see the honest fi llow' who charged up so smartly in our 
behalf, and I leverence you for the rare you took of the poor 
child. 1 am glad this dilapidated place has still some hospitality 
to offer you, although wc cannot treat you to roasU'd babes or 
stewed sucklings — eh, Captain ?'* 

« Troth, Sir Henry, tlic scandal was sore against us on that 
score. I remember Lacy, who was an old play-actor, and a lieu- 
tenant in ours, made drollery on it in a play which was sometimes 
acted at Ovford, w'hf n our hearts were something up, called, I 
think, the Old Troop.*'* 

So saying, and feeling more familiar as his merits w ere known, 
he hitched his chair up against tliat of the Scottish lad, who was 
seated next him, and who, in shifting his place, was awkward 
enough to disturb, in his turn, Alice Lee, who sate oppojiite, and, 

* See Note D Cannibaltom imputed to the Cmalwn. 

TOL. XXI. Q 
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A little offcnilpil, or at least embairasHed, drew her chair away 
from the table 

1 crave pardon,’' Miid the honourable Master Kerneguy ; 
“ but, sir,” to Master Wildrake, “ ye hoe e'en garr’d me hurt the 
>oung lady's rtliaiik.” 

“ 1 crave your pardon, sir, and much more that of the fair 
lady, as is rt^asonablo ; though, rat mo, sir, if it was I set your 
chair a-trundlnig m that way. Zooks, sir, I have brought w'lth 
me no plague, nor ]iestilenco, nor other infectious disorder, that 
\e should have started away as if 1 had been a leper, and discom- 
posed the lady, which I would have prevented with my life, sir. 
Sir, if ye he northern born, as your tongue bespeaks, egad, it was 1 
ran the risk iii drawing near you ; so there was bmall reasou for 
you to bolt.” 

Master Wildrake,” said Alliert, interfering, “ tins young 
gentleman is a stranger as well as you, under protection of Sir 
iienry’s hospitality, and it cannot be agreeable for my father tfi 
see disputes aris<^ among Ins guests. You may mistake the 
young gentleman's qiiality from his present appearance — tins is 
the Honourable Master Louis Kerneguy, sir, son of my Lord 
Kilstewcrs of Kincardineshire, one who has fought for the King, 
young as he is.” 

No dispute shall rise through me, sir — none through me,” 
said Wildrake ; " your exposition siifficeth, sir. — Master Louis 
fiiriiigo, son of my Lord Kil&teer, in (Inngardenshire, 1 am your 
Lunihle slave, sir, and drink your health, in token that 1 honour 
you, and all true Scots w'ho draw their Andrew Feiraras on the 
right side, sir.” 

" I’so beholden to you, and thank you, sir,” said the young 
man, with some haughtiness of maimer, which hardly corres- 
ponded with his rusticity ; and 1 wuss your health in a ceevil 
way.” 


Most judicious persons would have here dropped the conver- 
sation ; but it wras one of Wildrake’s marked peculiarities, that 
he could never let matters stand when they were welL He con- 
tinued to plague the shy, proud, and awkward lad with his obser- 
vations. ** You speak your national dialect pretty strongly, Mas- 


ter Gimigo,” said he, " but I think not quite the language of the 
gallants that I have known among the Scottish cav^em — I 


knew, for example, some of the Gordons, and others of good re- 
pute, who always put an / for the wk, as fotat for what^ fan for 
wAen, and the lUie.” 


Albert Lee here interposed, and said that the provinces of 
Sootland, like those of England, had th«r different modes of pro- 
mmeulion. 


* You are veiy riglht, sir,’* said Wildrake. << I reckon myself, 
now, n pretty goM speaker of their eursed Jargon — ^no ofeioe, 
ytning gentMiMUDi ; a^ yet, when 1 took a tom with soose of 
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MuntroHc'h lolk, in the South llietauds, as they call tlion l>cu'^il,\ 
AMldoriiossfs, (no olfwico again,) 1 chanced to be by ni;iM‘lt, and 
U} lf»se my \^ay, ^\hcn I buid to a Hliephcrd-fcilow , inal.iiig iiw 
mouth as vkide^ and niy voice as broad as 1 could, i'iwn a?tt i 
ijttimnhj tUl confound me if llu* fellow could answer incjunlesh, 
indeed, lie was sulky, aa the buinpkins will be now and tlnsi to tin* 
gi'ntleinen tif the sword." 

This was familiarly syioken, and though partly adtlresscd to 
Albert, was still more directed to bis immediate iieighboui, tlx' 
young Scotsman, who seeni(‘d, from bashfulnusB, or some otlnr 
rr^asorj, rather shy of his intimacy. 'I'o out; or two personal 
touches fi'om Wildrake's elhuw, adinmistered during Jus last 
speech, h\ way oi a practical appeal to liim in particular, he only 
answered, ** MisundiTstaiidiiigH were to he expected wlieii meii 
converse in national deealects.” 

Wildrukc, now considerably drunker than he ought to have 
bi‘en in civil company, caught up tlie phrase, and repeated il 

Misunderstanding, sir — Misunderstanding, sir I — J do not know 
how 1 am to consti‘ue that, sir, but to judge from tlie informa- 
tion of these scratches on your honourable visnomy, 1 should 
augur that you had been of late at inisundorstanding with the cat, 
Mr.” 

** You arc mistaken, then, friend, for it was with the dowg,** 
answered the Scotsman, dryly, and cast a look towards Albert. 

We had some trouble with tlie watch-dogs in entering so late 
in the evening,’' said Albert, in explanation, **• and this youth had a 
tall among some rubbish, by which he eanie by these scratclies.'’ 

“ And now, dear Sir Henry,” said Dr. R^icln cliffe, •* allow us 
to remind you of your gout, and our long jouiiiey. I do it the 
rather that my good friend your sou has been, during tlie whole 
lime of supper, putting quesuons to me aside, which had much 
better be reserved till to-morrow — May we therefore* ask (icrmiso 
.Sion to retire to our night's rest !” 

** These pnvate committees in a merry meeting,*' said Wild^ 
rake, ** are a solecisin in breeding. They always put me in mind 
of the cursed committees at Wesimmster. — But shall we to roost 
before we rouse the night-owl with a catch 1” 

“ Aha, canst thou quote IShakspeare i” said Sir Henry, pleased 
at discovering a new good quality in his acquaintance, whose mili- 
tary services were otherwise but just able to counterbalance the 
intrusive freedom of his conversatioii. " In the name of merry 
Will,” he continued , — ^ w'hom 1 never saw, though 1 have seen 
many of his commdes, as Alleyn, Hemmings, and so on^ — we will 
have a single eatcdi, and one rouse about, and then to bed.” 

After tm usual discussion about the choice of the son^, and the 
parts which each was to bear, they united their voices m trolling 
a 1 q^ g^ee, which was popubu* among the party at the time, and 
in mot believed to be oomposed by no less a perwo than Dr. 
Bodiediffe himself. 
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OIiKE FOR KING ClfARLES 

Rnn^ tho bnwl which tou Iwant, 

Fill it lip to the bnm , 

'Ti*i to him Dhc hO'C mnet 
And to all who lore him 
nra>c‘ Ciillaiitn, •«tund up. 

And y<» haw ciirlcR * 

W«'«* there death in the cup, 

Heio'fi a health to Kin{> (MiailcR * 

1 hniipih ho wanden tlirnu(;h danyera. 

I'liaidi'il UTihiiovkii. 

Deneiideiit on Mtr.itiscrR, 
hRtranKcd from hw own . 

Thoiii^h 'tm under our hiontli 
Amulet forfi itn nndnriilN, 

Here's to honour and juith. 

And a health to King Charles i 

Let such honours abound 
AKthelntn eaii nfTord, 

Tin knt'i on the fpYtiind, 

And the hand on the suord , 

But the time shall come round 
Wlien 'mid Lords, Ihikts 'tiid Tails, 

Thi I •. il t' •••»•, vt, ill s tilld 
He I II III, ill hi Ki'i 4 Charles' 

After this di«*pljiy of loyalty, ami a final liliation, tho party took 
l<>avo of oach otlior for tU** Sir Henry offered hit) old 

acquttintanee Wildraki' a bed tor the e^eniT'j', who weighed tlit» 
matter soincwdiat in this fashion : “ Wli \ , to speak triitli, iny 
patron will ev|MJct me at the borough — >ml then he ib uMt'd to my 
staying out of doors a-iiights. Then iliereV tlie Devil, that they 
say haunts AVnodstoek ; lint with tlie blessing of tins revereml 
Doctor, 1 defy him and all Iii<; w’orkv— I wv-’ liim not wdicii I slept 
hero twice before, and J am sun' if he was absent then, he ha*^ 
iiQ« come back with Sir Jlciny Lee ami liis faimh. So 1 accept 
your coiirtc-y, Sir Henry , and 1 thank you, as a cavalier of Luns- 
fcird should thank one of the fighting clerks of Oxon, God bless 
the King ' I care not who liearb it, and confusion to Noll and his 
red nose!*' Off lie went accordingly with a battle -swagger, 
gutd('d by Jocidme, t<» whom Albert, m the meantime, had whis- 
pered, to be hiire tu quarter liim far enough from the rest of the 
&mily . 

Young Lee tlu'n saluted his «istev, and, with the formality of 
thnao times, asked and received his father's Idcbsing with an af- 
fectionate embrace, llis pag(' seemed desirous to imitate one 
part of his example, but was rejK*llcd by Alice, who only replied 
to hiB offered salute with a curtsy. He next bowctl his head in 
an awkward fashion to her father, who wished him a good night. 

I am glad to see, young man," he said, that you liave at least 
learned the reverence due to age. It should always be raid, sir ; 
because in doing so you render that honour to othen wdiich you 
will expect y’ourself to retvne when you approach the close of 
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your life. Moro will I speak with you at leisure, on jour duties 
as a paf^o, which office in former days used to he the \ery school 
of chivalry ; whereas of late, hy the disorilerly times, it has be- 
come little better than a school of wild and disord(‘red hcciise ; 

winch made rare Ben Jiuisoii exclaim'* 

“ Nay, father,” buid Albert, interposing, “you must consider 
this day's fatigue, and tlie poor lad is almost asleep on his leg«< — 
to-morrow he will listen with ninre -profit to your kind admon:- 
tions.— And you, Louis, remember at least one ])art of your duty 
— ^take the candles and light us- here Joeelnu conies to show im 
the w'ay. Once more, good night, good Dr. lioehcchfre — good 
night, all.” 


CHAPTER XXI 

l?i onm II ail . noble print i* ' 

10*17 Ruhartl Thaiikft, noble peer ' 

The eliea]icst of uh im a {rroat Umi du.ir 

Itnkmd It 

Albeut and his page were ushered by Jocehne to what was 
called the S()anish Chamber, a hugc^ old scrajiibling bedroom, 
rather in a dilapidated condition, hut furnished with a lar^o stand- 
ing-bed for the master, and a trucklo-bcd for the domestic, as was 
common at a iinich later period in old English hoiuscb, where the 
gentleman often required the assistance of a groom of the cham- 
bers to help him to bed, it the hospitality had been cxulierant. 
The walls wer*' l•'lV''re'l wth bnn::inir> of cordovan leather, 
stamped with • k!...ii 1 1< • 11:111^ iuIil- between the Spaniards 

and Moriscoei', i> a* I • lii*'!- *]• tw peculiar to the Penm- 
sula, from which it took its name of the Spanish Chamber. These 
hangings were in some pkiees entirely tom down, in others de- 
faced and hanging iii tatters. But Albert stoppi^d not to make 
observatiuiiB, anxious, it seeined, to :;i r Ji>ci line mit of the room ; 
which he achieved by luistily answeijiig In- otfei-i of frobli fuel, 
and more liquor, in the negative, and returiiiiig, with equal con- 
ciseness, the undcr-keeper'b good wiblicb for the evening. Ho at 
length retired, somewhat unwillingly, and as if he thought that 
Ins young master might have bestowed a few more words upon a 
faithful old retainer after so lung absence. 

Johfib was no sooner gone, than, before a single word was 
spoken betw'een Albert Leu and his page, the funner hastened to 
the door, examined lock, latch, and bolt, and made them fast, 
with the most 6 (*rupuluuh attention. He snperadded to these 
precautions that of a long screw-bolt, which he brought out of his 
pocket, and which he screwed on to the staple in such a manner 
as to render it impossible to withdraw it^ or o})cn the door, unless 
by breaking it dowm. The page held a light to him during tlie 
operation, which his master went through with much exactness 
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and devtpnty But when Albert aroRe from Iiis knee, on 
he had r**stod during; the acooinplmhment of this ta«»k, the man- 
ner of the eompaiiioiis was on the Huddeii entirely ehaiij^ed to- 
wards each other. The honourable Manter Keriie'»uy, from a 
I'ubhish lout of a raw Seothinan, seemed to have acquired at once 
all the irra(‘e and ease of motion mid manner, which could bo 
]^iven by an ac<]iiaiiitance of the iMrliest and most familiar kind 
with the best companv of the lime. 

Tie i;iive the lit;ht In* held to Albert, with the easy indifference 
of a siipeiior, who rather ijraees than troiihle^ his deiiendeiit by 
giviii" him some hlic^ht nervirt* to perform. A11>(>i*t, with the 
f;reatrst appearance* r>f del<*ir‘iice, assmin*d in his tiini the cliarac- 
ter of torcli-lwarep, and li;;htcd his page across tin* chambei, 
witJioiit tnrmni; ins hack upon him as he did so. Fie then set the 
lii;lit on the table b\ the bedside, and npproaelmi'.; the younj^ma*. 
with deeji rev(*rcnee, is*ceived fitnn Imii tin* soil' d irreeii jacket, 
with the same profound resyicct as it he had been a first lord tif 
tile bcdeliainher, or other oftie<'r of the housidiold of the liij^hesi 
distinction, disroliin^ Ins Soverei^ of tin* Mantle of the (Jlarter 
The pi'Fson to whom this eeremoiiy was addri‘s>^i'd endured it for 
a minute or tw*o with profound p-avity, and tln*n Imrstinj^ out 
a-1aughiiii|;, exclaimed to Albert, ** What a devil means all this 
forinaJlity { —thou complimentest with these miseiable rags as if 
they were silks and sabloH, and wutli poor Louis Kerneguy as d 
he were the King <'f Great Britain 

**• And if your Majesty’s commandB, and the circumstances of 
the time, ]ia\e maile mo for a moment seem to forget that you are 
my sovereign, surely I may he permitted to render my homage 
as such while you are in your own 1 * 0 } al palace of Woodstock T’’ 

“ Truly,” replied the disguised Monarch, ^ the sovereign and 
the palace are not ill matched ; — these tattered hangings and ni> 
raggetl jerkin suit each other admirably. — 77»s Woodstock 
f/iis the bower where the royal Norman revelled with the fair 
Rosamond Clifford ! — Why, it is a place of assignation for owls 1 ” 
Then, suddenly recollecting himself, with his natural courtesy, 
he added, as if foarhig he might have hurt Albert’s feelings — 
“ But the more obscure and retired, it is the fitter for our pur- 
pose, Leo ; and if it does seem to be a roost for owls, as there is 
no denying, why we know' it has nevertheless brought up eagles.” 

He threw himself as ho spoke upon a chair, and indolently, 
but gracefully, received the kind offices of Albert, who undid the 
coarse buttonings of the leathern gamashes which defended his 
legs, and i^ke to him the whilst: — What a fine specimen of 
the olden time is your father. Sir Henry ! It is strange 1 should 
not have seen him before ; — but I heard my father often speak 
of him as being among the flower of our real old English gentry. 
By the mode in which he began to school me, I can guess you 
had a tight taf^kmaster of him, Albert— 1 warrant you never 
wore hat In hi'4 presence, eh 
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I ncvor cocked it at least in his presence, please your Ma- 
johts, as 1 have seen some >uuiif;sters do,” answered Albert; 

indeed if I had, it must have been a stout boa>er to have saved 
me from a broken head ” 

“ Oil, 1 doubt it not,” replied the king ; “ a fine old genth'inaii 

— but with that, nietlniik^, m Ins countenance, that ashun^ ^otl 
lie would unt hate the ehild in sjnirnig the rod. — Hark \e, Albei t 

- -Snpp<»se the Slime glorioub l<.ost(»r:ition come round, — ^whieli, if 

drinking to its arrnal can liii«>ten it, .should not ho far distant,— 
fur in that particular nur adherent'^ never neglect tlicir duty, — 
sujipose it come, Ihrrcfore, and that thv lutber. as must be o 1 
cours<‘, becomes an biavl ami one of the Council, oddsti^b, 

man, I sliall be as iimcli alraid of him as ever was my griindfa- 
tlier Henri (^lutre of old Sulh — Iniugino there were such a 
triT>ket now aluiiit the (Vnirt as the Fair Rosamond, or La lielle 
tiabrielb*, wliat a work 1)101*0 would be oi pagi*H, and grooms <ii 
tlie chunibor, get the ]>retty rogue ckuulestiiiely Hhutfied oin 
by the baekstaii's, like a prohibited eomiiiodity, when tlio step of 
tht' Earl of Woodstock w’lis Inward 111 t)ie antechamber !” 

“ I am glad to bee voiir Majesty bo merry after your fatiguing 
joiiriioy.” 

“ IMii* fatigue was nothing, man," said Charles ; a kind wel* 
come and a good meal made amends for all that. But they must 
liave suspected thee of bringing a w’oU from the braes of Bade- 
iioch along with you, instead of a two-Jegged being, with no moie 
than the usual allowance of mortal htow'agc for provdsions. I was 
really abhame<l of my njijietite ; but thou k no west 1 had cat no- 
thing fur twenty-four hours, save the raw egg you stole for me 
from the old woman's hen-roost — I tell thee, 1 blushed to sliow 
myself so ravenous before that high-hred and respectable old 
gentleman your fatlier, and the very pretty girl your sibter — or 
cousin, 18 she 3 ” 

** She is my sister,” said Albert Lee, dryly, and added, m the 
same breath, ** Your Majesty’s appetite suited well enough with 
the character of a raw northern lad. — Would your Majesty now 
please to retire to rest 1" 

" Not for a minute or two,” said the King, retaining his seat. 
" Why, man, T have scarce had my tongue unchain^ to-day ; 
and to talk with tliat northern twang, and besides, the fatigue of 
being obliged to speak every word in character, — Gad, it’s like 
walking as the galley-slaves do on the Continent, with a twenty- 
four pound shot chained to their legs — ^they may drag it along, 
but they cannot move with comfort. And, by the way, tliou art 
slack in paying me my well-de&erved tribute of compliments on 
my counterfeiting. — Did 1 not play Louis Kemeguy as round as 
a ring 1” 

" If your Majesty asks my serious opinion, perhaps I may be 
forgiven if I si^ your dialect was somewhat too coarse fur a 
Scottish youth of high birth, and your behaviour perhaps a little 
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too cliurh'^li. 1 thout;lit trNi — thuujirh 1 proU'iid uut tu bo hliilfnl 
" -tikut ftoiiif of yfuir Scottish Kuunded as if It wore not {'onuiiio.'" 

“ Not pfounino ^ — thorc is no pleasing thee, Albert.— Wh}, who 
should spi*ak genuine Seuttisli hut myself? — Was I not their 
King for a inntler of ten months > and if 1 did not got Uiiowledgu 
of their language, 1 wonder wdiat else I got by it. Did not cast 
country, and wnitli country, and w-est country, and Higlilaiids, 
caw, croak, and shriek about me, as the deep guttural, the broad 
drawl, and the high sharp yelp predominated by turns 1 — Oddb- 
libh, man, have I not been specched at by their orators, addres- 
hod by their seiiators, rebuked by their kirkmen ? Have 1 not 
sate on the cutty-btool, inon, [again assuming the northern dia- 
lect,] and thought it grace of worthy Mas John Gillespie, that T 
was jiermittod to do peiiiuiee in iiiiiie own privy chamber, iiibtead 
of the face of the cuiigrc'gation ? and wilt thou tell me, after all, 
that I cannot H{)oak Scotcli enough to battle an Oxon Kiiight and 
his family T’ 

‘‘ May it please your Majesty^ — I began by haying I was no 
judge of the Scottish language " 

Pshaw — it is mere envy ; just so yon said at Nortoirs tliat 1 
was too courteous and civil tor a young page — now ^ on tliiiik me 
too rude.” 

" And there is a medium, if one could find it,*' said Albert, 
defonding his opinion in the some tone in which the King at- 
tacked him; *'so this morning, when >ou were in the woman's 
dress, you raised jour petticoats rather unhecomingly high, as 
you waded tlirougli the first little stream ; aud when I told you 
of it, to mend the matter, you draggled thiough the next without 
raising them at all.” 

** O, the devil take the woman’s dress!” baid Charles; ** I 
hope I bliall never he driven to that disguibo again. Why, mj' 
tigly face was enough to ]}ut gowns, caps, and kirtles, out of 
fashion for ever — the very dogs fled from me — Had I pabbcd any 
liamlot that had hut five huts in it, 1 could not have escaped the 
cuckiiig-stoul. — [ w'as a libel on womanhood. These leathern 
conveniences are none of tiu* gayest, but they arc propria quoB 
fnaribud , and right glad am I to be rejkobscssed of them. I can 
tell you too, my friend, I shall resume all my masculine privi- 
leges with my proper liahiliments ; and as you say 1 have been 
too coarse to-night, I w'lll behave myself like a courtier to Mis- 
tress Alice to-morrow . T made a sort of aciiuaintaiice with her 
already, when 1 seemed to he of tlie same sex with herself, and 
found oat thei'o are other Colonels lu the w'ind besides you. 
Colonel Albert Lee.*' 

“ May it please your Majesty,” said Albert— and then stopped 
short, from the ditflculty of flniflng words to express tlie unplea- 
sant nature of his feelmgs. They could not escape Charles ; but 
he proceeded without scruple. I pique myself on seeing as far 
into the hearts of young ladies as most folk, though God knows 
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they ai*e sometimes too d<‘cp for the wisest of uh. But I ineu- 
tioned to >oiir bister in iiiy cliaraeter of tortanc-teller, — thinking, 
poor simple man, that a country girl iiiiist have no one hut her 
brother to dream about, — that she was anxious about a certain 
Colonel. I had hit the theme, but not thi» person ; for I ulhulcd 
to 3011, Albert ; and 1 presume the hliisli was too deep ever to hi- 
giviiii To a brother. So up she got, and awn}' she flew from m<' 
like a lapwing 1 can excuse hei — fur, looking at myselt 111 the 
well, I think if 1 had met such a creature as I seemed, I sliould 
havi' called fire and fagot against it --Now, what tliiiik you, Al- 
bert— w'ho cun tins Colonel he, that mure than rivals 3'uu m ^uiir 
bister’s affection 

Albert, who well knew that the King’s mode of thinking, 
where the fair sex was conceincd, was far more gay tlian deli- 
cate, endeavoured to put a stop to the present topic by a grave 
answer. 

** Uis Sister,” ho said, ^ had been in some measure educated 
with the sun of her maternal uncle, Markham Everard ; but as 
his father and he himself had adopted the causo of tlie ruund- 
ht^ads, the families had in conbe(|ueiice been at variance ; and 
any projects which might have been formerly entertained, were 
of course long since dismissed on all sides.** 

« You are wrong, Albert, 30U are wrong,*' said the King, 
pitilessly pursuing ms jest. You CuIoticIh, whether you wear 
blue or orange sdshes, are too pretty fellows to bo dismisHcd so 
easily, when once 3'ou have acquired an interest. But Mistress 
Alice, BO prett}, and who wishes the restoration of the King 
with aucli a look and accent, as if she were an angel whose 
prayers must needs bring it dowm, must not be allowed to retain 
any thoughts of a canting roundhead — Wliai hu} you — will you 
give me leave to take her to task about it ?— After all, 1 am the 
party most concerued m mam taming true allegiance: among my 
subjects ; and if I gam the pretty maiden’s good will, that of the 
Hweetlieart’s will soon follow. This was jolly King Edward’s 
way — Edward the Fourth, you know. Tlie kmg-niakiug Earl of 
Warwick — ^the Cromwell of his dav — dethroned him more than 
once ; but he liad the hearts of the merry dami's of London, and 
the purses and veins of the cockneys bled fretdy, till they brought 
him home again, flow say you ^ — ^shall I sliake off my northern 
bloiigii, and Bp€*ak with Alice in my ow'n character, sliowing what 
education and manners Jiave di>ue for me, to make the best 
amends tliey can for an ugly face !” 

** May it please your Alajesty,” said Albert, in an altered and 
embarrassed tone, ** 1 did nut expect” 

Here he stopped, not able to find wonls adequate at the same 
time to express his sentiments, and respectful enough to the 
King, while in his father’s house, and under his own pivitectioii. 

And what is it that Master Lee does not ex{)ect>” said 
Charles, with marked gravity on his part. 
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Again Albert attempted a reply, but advanced no fartlier than, 
“ 1 would luipe, it it ])Icase your Majobty'*— when lie again stop- 
ped hhort. Ins deep and hereditary respect for lus BJivereign, and 
ins senho of th(‘ hospitality due to his niibfortunes, preventing his 
giving utt(*raiie(* to his irritatcsl feelingA 

“ And what docs (’oloncl Albert L<*e hopo^” said Charles, in 
the haiiie dry and cold inainier in which he had before bpohcii - - 
“ No answer 1 — Now, / hoj>c that Colonel Li*c does not aee in a 
silly jest an^> thing offcnsi\e to the honour of his faniih , smee 
inetlnnks that w**iv an nuliffcrent coiiiplnncnt to his sister. Ins 
father, and Innistlf, not to mention Charles Stewart, whom he 
calls lus King; and / that I shall not be so harilly con- 

strued, as to he sujiposiMl capable of hirgetting that Mistress 
Alice Lee is the daughtc*!* of my iaithful subject and liost, and 
ihe Mi'^ter of inj guide and pi’L‘M‘r\«*i — Come, conn-, Alhi rt,” he 
added, changing at once to In •.naturally trank and uncereinoinous 
iiianncr, ‘M'oii forgi't how luiig 1 have been abroad, where men, 
women, and ehildiNm, talk gallantry morning, noon, and night, 
with no more serious thought lliaii jiist to pass away the time ; 
and 1 forget too, that \uu are of the old-fashioiied English school, 
a son after Sir Ilenrv'a own heart, and don't understand raillery 
upon sueli aubjeets. — But 1 a*k ^oui* iiardon, Albert, sincerely, if 
1 have ivally hurt you.” 

So say mg, he extended his hand to Colonel Lee, who, feeling 
ho had hevn rather too hasty in construing the King's jest in an 
unpleasant sense, kissed it witli if^vereiiec, and attempted an 
apology. 

Not a word — not a word,” said the good-natured Prince, 
raising his penitent adherent as he attempted to kneel ; ** we un- 
derstand each other. You are somewhat afraid of the gay repu- 
tation which 1 acquired in Scotland ; but 1 assure you, 1 will be 
as stupid as you or ^our cousin Colonel could desire, in presence 
of Mistress Alice Lee, and only bestow my gallantry, should 1 have 
any to throw away, upon tlic pretty little waiting-maid who at- 
tended at supper — ^unless you should have monopohzed her ear 
for your owu benefit. Colonel Albert 1” 

^ It is monopolized, sure enough, though not by me, if it please 
your Majesty, but by Joceline Joliffc, &e under-keeper, whom 
we must not disoblige, as wo have trusted him so far already, 
and may have occasion to repose even entire confidonce in him. 
I half think he suspects who Louis Kemeguy may in reality 
be.” 

** Yon are an engrossing set, you wooers of Woodstock,” said 
the King, langhing. ** Now, if 1 had a fancy, as a Frenchman 
would not fail to have in such a case, to make pretty speeches to 
the deaf old woman 1 saw in the kitchen, as a pitall^r, 1 dare say 
1 diould be told that her ear was eugromd for Dr. Bochecliffe’s 
sole use!” 

" I marvel at your Majesty^s good spirits,” said Albert, ^ that 
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aftor a day of dan^ror, falii^nis and accidents, you should feel the 
po\\t'r of ainiisiiifr yoiirs«'lt thu^.” 

“ That i*> to sa>, tlie ^rooiii of the chambers wisheyliis Majesty 
would ti» sleep * — Well, one word or two on more ta^rious busi- 

nesjs, and 1 have done — I have been completely diivctod bj you 
and lloelieeliffe — 1 have ehain;ed my disi^nise from female to 
male upon the instant, and altered my destination from Hamp- 
shire to take shelter hell' — I>o \ou ^tilLliohl it the wiser counsel” 
I ha\e great confidene** in Dr. Roeheeliffe,'* replied Albert, 
“ whose aeipiaiiitiiiiee w'lth the seatteied royalists enables him to 
gam the mo*‘t acciinitc intelligence. Jlis pride iii the extent of 
In'* corrc-pdiidenee, and the complicatioji of Ins plots and schenie'- 
fin‘ your Majesty's service, la ludi^Ml the very food he lives upon ; 
hut his s.igaeit\ is eipial to his vanity'. I repose, besidt‘S, the 
utmost f.iitli in Jolitfi*. ()f my father and sister I would say no- 
thing ; yet 1 would not, without reason, ovtf nd the knowledge ot 
your M.ij(“'ty’.s i)ers<»n inrtherthaii it is iiidispr‘nsu.l>I\ necessary.** 
“ Is It liaiidbojue in me,'* said Charles, pausing, “to withhold 
in\' full contidi'iieo Irom Sir Henry Lei'f’* 

“ Your ^Majesty heard of his almost di‘ath-swoon of last night 
--what would agitate him moat deeply must not be ha&tily eum- 
munieated ** 

“ Trm* ; hut an' wc safe from a visit of the red-eoata — they 
have them in Woodstock aa well as in Oxford'" Kud Charles. 

“ Dr Uoeheclift’c says, not unwiaely,” answered Lee, *<that it 
IS iHMt sitting ni'ar the tire wdicn the ehininey siiiokea ; and that 
Woodstock, so lately in posse«»sioii of the sei^uestratnrs, and still 
ill the vicinity of the soldiers, will he less suspeeU'd, and more 
carelessly searched, than more distant comers, whieli might sccin 
to proniisf' more safety. liesides,” he added, “ Koehechfifu w in 
pOBsebsion of curious and important news concerning the state of 
matters at Woodstock, highly favourable to your Majesty 'h being 
concealed in the palace for two or three days, till shipping is pro- 
vided. The Parliament, or usurping Council of State, had sent 
down sequestrators, >vhom their own evil eonscienccB, assisted, 
perhaps, bv the tricks of some daring cavaliers, had frightened 
out of the Lodge, without much desire to come b^k again. Then 
the more formidable usumer, Cromwell, had granted a warrant 
of possefasion to Colonel Everard, who had only used it for the 
purpose of repossessing ins uncle in tho Lodge, and who kept 
watch in person at the little borough, to see tlmt Sir Henry was 
not disturbed.” 

What! Mistress Alice’s Colonel*” said the King — ^‘^tliat 
sounds alarming for grant that he keeps the other fellows at 
bay, think you not, Master Alliert, he will have an hundred er- 
rands a-day to bring him here in person I” 

" Dp. Rochecliffe says,” answmxid Lee, “ the treaty between 
Sir Henry and his nephew binds the latter not to approach the 
Lodge, ui^ess invited indeed, it was not without great diffi- 
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cutty, and strongly arguing the good con-^oquences it might pro- 
duce to youi' Majesty's cause, that my lather could be prevailed 
on to occupy Woodstock at all : but be assured he will be in no 
hurry to send an invitation to the Colonel.’* 

“ And he you assured that the Colonel will come w'ithout wait- 
ing for one,” said Charles. Folk cannot judge i ightly u here 
histers aix* concerned — they su'e too familiar with the magnet to 
judge of its pow ors of attraction. — Everard will be here, as if 
drawn by cart-ropes — fettci*s, not to talk of promises, will not 
hold him — and then, methiiiks, we arc in some danger.” 

“ 1 hope not,” said Albert “ In the first p&ec, I know 
Markham is a slave to his word ; besides, were any chance to 
bring him here, 1 think I could pass your Majesty upon him 
without difficulty, as Louis Kerneguy. Then, althougli my cousin 
and I have not heeu on good terms for those some years, I believe 
him incapable of betray ing your Majesty; and lastly, if I saw tin* 
least daug(‘r of it, 1 would, were he ten times the son of my mo- 
ther’s sister, run iny sword tlirough hi.s luidy, itc he had time to 
execute his purpose.” 

" There is but another question,” said Charles, « and 1 will 
release you, Albert — You seem to think yourself secure from 
search. It may be so ; but, in any other country, tins tale of 
goblins which is flj mg about would bnug down priests and minis- 
ters of justice to examine the reality of the story, and mobs of 
idle people to satisfy their curiosity.” 

“ Respecting the first, sir, we hope and understand that Colonel 
Everard’h influence will prevent aiij’ immediate enquiry, for the 
sake of preserving undisturbed the* peace of his uncle’s family; 
and as for any one coming witlniut some sort of authority, the 
whole neighbours liave so iiiucli love and fear of my father, and 
are, besides, so horribly alarmed about tiie goblins of Woodstock, 
that fear will silence enriositj 

On the whole, then,” said Charles, the chances of safety 
seem to he in favour of tlie plan wc ha%e adopted, which is all 
can hope for in a condition where absolute safety is out of the 
question. Tho Bishop rc^commendod Dr. Rochceliih' as one of 
the most ingenious, boldest, and most loyal sons of the Church of 
England ; you, Albert Leo, have marked your fidelity by a hun- 
dred proofs. To you and your h>eal kium ledge I submit myself. 
>-'And now, prepan* our arms — alive I will not be taken ; — ^y'ct 
1 will not believe that a sou of the King of England, and heir of 
her throne, could be destined to danger in his own palace, and 
under the guard of the loyal Lees.” 

Albert Lee laid pistols and swrords in readiness by the King’s 
bed and his own ; and Charles, after sime slight atiology, took 
his place in tho la^er and bettor b€*d, with a sigh of pleasure, as 
from one who had not lately enjoyed such an indulgence, lie bid 
good night to his faithful attendant, who deposited himself on his 
truekle ; and both monarch and subject were soon fast asleep. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 


^ir Nil hola^ TliTclkf Id praist , 

Hi'nr il trooii ni^n, old in d.iys, 

Thou tree ot suet niir anti t>f rc^t 
Til thiH liiid that Mas di^ticss'd , 

Hi'iiiiitli tin iiraiiclu'H hi* uid sta^ , 

And Ilf Ma** fret to sjiort nml pinv 
Wilt 11 wcic abiuad Inr picn 

WoRDSunii-^n 

Tin: fnf;itivc Priinv slept, in spite of tlaiiKer,\Mlli the jiroroiiinl 
ri'pdst' \\ liieli yoiilli and fat ipue inspire. Hut tlio ;n>unft ea\ aliei , 
Ins guide and "uai d, .sjient a more restless night, starling fmm 
time to time, and listening ; anxious, notwithstanding J)r. Roche- 
chtre's assurances, to procure jet iiioro particular knowledge 
ooneeniing tli<' state of tilings around them, than he had heeii jet 
aide to collect. 

Ho rose early after daybreak ; hut although he moved with as 
little noise as was possihh*, the slunihcrs oi the hnnt(‘d Pi nice 
were rasilj’ disturbed. lit ‘-tailed up in his bed, ;pid asked if 
there was any alarm. 

“ None, ))lease j our ^lajestj replied Hee ; onl\, thinking 
on the questions your Majesty was asking last night, and tlie\a- 
rious chances tin re are ol jour Majc'-ty's saf» f\ being einlaii- 
gered from unforeseen aei ideiils, I thought oj g.mig rhim earlN, 
both to coininunicute Willi Dr. Rocliecliffe, and to Keep siiidi a 
look-out as helits the place, where arc lodged for the iiino the 
fortunes of England 1 fear 1 iiiiist reqne>-t of jour Majesty , ioi 
jour own graciou-» M'curily, that you ha\e the goodness to con- 
descend to secnie the door wiih joui own hand after I go out." 

“ Oil, talk Hot to Miijestj, for Heaven's sake, dt*ar Albert 
answt'rcd the ]ioor King, er.dc‘a\ouiiiig in \ain to put on a part 
of his clothes, in order to traverse the room — When a King's 
doublet and hose ar<* so ragged that he can no more find Iiis way 
into them than he could lia\e lra%elleil through the forest of 
Deane witliout a guide, good faith, there should he an end of 
Majesty, until it ehaiicos to he bettor accoTninoilated. Besides, 
there is the chance of these big words bolting out at. unawarca, 
wrlicii there are ears to hear them whom we might tlijiik dan- 
gerous.” 

Your commands shall be obejod,” said Loc, who had now 
Buccccded in opening the door; from which he took his dejiar- 
ture, leaving the King, w'ho had hustled along the floor for that 
purpose, witli his dress wofullj ill arranged, to make it fast again 
behind him. and begging him in no case to open to any' one, un- 
less he or Ihicle'ciitje wen of the party' who summoned him. 

Albert then set out in quest of Dr. Rochecliffe’s apartment, 
which was ouly known to himself and the faithful Joliffo, and 
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iiad at different times accfuninudatod itiat steady olmrrhraan with 
a place of conceahnent, when, from hw bold and busy temper, 
which led hini into the most o\tonbi\e and hazardous niachiiia-' 
tions on the Kiii(;''h behalf, he hud huoii strictly sought after by 
the opposite party. Of late, the inquest after him had died 
eiitmdy away, as he liad pi iidently w'llhdraw n Ininself from the* 
Ncene of his iiitrif^ies. Siuee the loss of tlie hattle of Wori'ester, 
lie liad been ailoat a^ain, and more atdive than ever; and had, 

by friends and correspondents, and espodally the Bishop of , 

been the ineuiiB of din^eting the King's flight towards Wondstoek, 
altlioiigh It was not until the very day of hib arrival that he could 
promise him a safe receptuni at that ancient mansion. 

Albert Lee, though he revered both the uiidaiinU'd spirit and 
ready resources oi the hiiHtling and intriguing churchman, telt he 
had not been enabled b> him to .uiswcr some of Charles’s ques- 
tions ycstoriiight, iii a way so distinct as one trusted wiUi the 
King's safety ought to have done; and it v\as now his object to 
make hinis<df personally acquainted, if possible, with the various 
hearings of so weighty a mattcT, as heeame a man on whom so 
inucli of Uie resporisibUit^ was likely to descend. 

Even Ilia local knowledge was searee adequate to find the 
Doctor’s secret apartment, had he not traced his way after a 
genial (lavoar of roasted game through divers blind passages, 
and up and down certain vory usidess stairs, through cupboards 
and hatchways, and so forth, to a species of sanctum sanctorum, 
where iToccliiic Joliffe was ministcriiig to the good Doctor a solemn 
breakfast of wild-iowd, with a cup of small beer stirred with a 
sprig of rosemary, which Dr. Rochecliffe preferred to all strong 
potations. Beside him sat Bevis on his tail, slobbering and look- 
ing amiable, moved by tlie rare smell of the breakfast, which had 
quite overcome his native dignity of disposition. 

The chamber in w'hich tlie Doctor had established himself was 
a little octangular room, with walls of great thickness, within 
which were &bricated various issues, leading in different direc- 
tions, and communicating with different parts of the building. 
Around him were packages with arms, and near liim one smidl 
barrel, as it seemed, of gunpowder; many papers in different 
parcels, and several keys for correspondence in cipher ; two or 
three scrolls covcied with hieroglyphics were also beside him, 
which Albert took for plans of nativity ; and various models 
of machinery, in which Dr. Rochecliffe was an adept There 
were also tools of various kinds, masks, cloaks^ and a dark lan- 
tern, and a number of other indescribable trinkets belonging to 
the trade of a daring plotter in dangeroua times* Last, mere 
was a casket with gold and ailver coin of different countries^ whidi 
was left cardeasiy open, as if it were the least of Dr. Rodie- 
diifei^ ooneem, although his habits in gooeral announced nar- 
row eiraunatanees^ if not actual poverfy. dose by the divine’s 
plate layaBIhle and Prayerbook, with aome proof ineetB, as they 
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are tochnioally called, srrminpfly fresh from tlie pros®; Tiiere 
was also -w itliiii the reach his hand a dirk, or Scottish ]>oiiiurd, 
a powdcr-hurn, and a mubketcion, or blunderbuss, with a pair of 
handsome pocket-pistols In the midst of this iniseollaneuus col- 
lection, th<‘ Doctor sat eating his breakfast with ^reat appetite, as 
little dismayed by the various ixnpli'nicnts of danger around him, 
as a workman is wlieti accustomed to the perils uf a gunpowder 
manufactory. 

“ Soh, ) oung gentleman,'* he said, getting up and extending 
his liand, are you come to breakfast with me ni good fellowship, 
or to spoil my mc‘al this morning, us you did iny supper last 
night, by askuig untimely questions * ' 

“ I will piek a bone with you with all my heart," said Albert; 

and if y'ou plotise. Doctor, 1 would ask some questions wJiieh 
scorn not quite untimely 

So saying ho sat down, and assisted the Doctor in giving a very 
satisfactory account of a brace of wi Id-ducks and a li^asli of tC'aK 
Bevis, who maintained his place with great patience and msiiiiia- 
tion, had liis share of a collop, which was also placed on tlie well- 
furnishcd board ; for, like most high-bred dogs, he declined eating 
waterfowl. 

" Como hither then, Albert Loe,** said the Doctor, laying down 
his knife and fork, and plucking the towel from his throat, so 
soon as Jocelino was wididrawn ; thou art still the same lad 
thou wert when I was thy tutor — uevor satisfied with having got 
a grammar rule, but always persecuting me with questions why 
the rule stood so, and not otherwise — over-curious after iiiforma- 
tiou which thou couldst not comprehend, as Bovis slnbliered and 
whined for the duck -wing, which ho could not cat.” 

** I hope you will find ni<* more reasonable. Doctor,” answered 
Albert ; ^ and at the same time, that you will recollect I am not 
now tub fenda, but am placed m circumstances where 1 am not 
at liberty to act upon tlie ipse dixit of any man, unless my own 
judgment bo convinced. 1 shall deserve richly to be lianged, 
drawn, and quartcrfsl, should any misfortune liappen by my mis- 
govemment in this busmess.” 

“ And it is therefore, Albert, that I would have theo trust the 
whole to me, without interfering. Thou sayest, foraootli, thou art 
not subfenda; but recollect that while you have been fighting in 
the field, 1 have been plotting in the study — that I know all tho 
combinations of the King’s fnends, ay, and all the motions of his 
enemies, as well as a spider knows every mesh of his web. Think 
of my experience, man. Not a cavalier in the land but has heard 
of Rodiecliffe the Plotter. 1 have been a main limb in every 
thing that has been attempted since forty-two — penned deelara- 
oondttcted correspondence, communicated with chiefs, re- 
cruiM fidlowers, commissioDed arms, levied money, appifinted 
rendexvoiises. I was in the Western Riauig ; and before that, 
in the City Petition, and in ^ John Owen’a stir in Wales ; in 
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Khort, almost in every plot for the King, frince Tomkins and Chal- 
loner’s matter.’' 

But were not all these plots unsuccessful ! ” said Albert ; 
“ and were not Tomkins and Clialloner hanged, Doctor 1 ” 

“ Yes, my >oung Irieiid,” answered tlie Doctor, gravely, “ as 
many others have been with whom 1 have acted; but onlj be- 
<*ausc they did not follow m\ advice implicitly. You never hoard 
tliat 1 was hanged myself.’’ 

“ The time may come, Doctor,” said Albert ; “ The pitcher 
goes oft to tlie well — The pmverli, as my father w'ould saj , is 
somew'hat musty. But I, too, have some ccmfideiicc in m^ ow'ii 
judgment ; and, much as 1 honour the Church, 1 cannot alto- 
gether subscribe to passiv** c>l»edience. I will tell \ou in one 
word what points T niii««t have explanation on ; and it will re- 
main with you to give it, or to return a message to the King that 
you will not explain your plan ; in which ca«ic, if he acts by ni\ 
advice, ho will leave Woodstock, and resume his pur]iose of gel 
tmg to the c<»ast without delay.” 

“ Well, thou,'’ said the Doctor, thou auspicious monster, make 
thy demaxidn, and, if they be siicli as ] can aiiswi'r witlumt be- 
tra>ii)g confideiiee, 1 will reply to tlieni.” 

In the hrbt place, then, what is all tins story about ghosts, 
and witchcrafts, and apparitions ? and do \ou consider it us safe 
for bis Majesty to stay in a house subject to such visitations, real 
or pretended { ’ - 

You must be satisfied witli my answer ?« r#'W>o saM'iiotu * — 
the circumstances vou allude hi will not give* the least annoyance 
to Woodstock during the King's residence. 1 cannot explain 
fartlier ; but for this 1 will be Inmnd, at the risk of ‘my neck,” 

“ Then,’' said Lee, we must take Dr. RoclidblifiFe's bail 
that the devil will keep the ]>eaee towards our Sovereign Lf>rd 
the King —good. Now there lurked about this house the greater 
part of yesK'nlav, oml perhaps slept here, a fellow called Tomkins, 
— a bitter Independent, and a secretary, or clerk, or something 
or other, to the T<'gicide dog Desboi'ough. The man is well known 
— a wild muter in religious opinions, but in private affairs far- 
sighted, oumiiag, and interested even as any rogue of them all.” 

" Be assured wo w ill avail ourselves of his crazy fanaticism tn 
mislead his wicked cunning ; — a child may lead a hog, if it has 
wit to fasten a cord to the ring in its nose,” replied the Doctor. 

** You may bo deceived,'* said Albert ; the age has many 
such as this fellow, whose views of the spiritual and temporal 
woz'ld are so different, that tliey resemble the eyes of a squinting 
man ; one of wliich, oblique and distorted, secs nothing but the 
end of his nose, while the other, instead of partaking the same 
d^ect,vtewa strongiy, sharply, and acutely, whatever is subjected 
to its scrutiny.” 

^ Bat we will pat a patch on tiie better eye,” said the Doctor, 
and he shall only be allowed to speeulate with the imperfect 
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optic. Yon must know, tliifl follow lias always seen the groatebt 
number, and the most hideous a]>paritioiis ; he has not the courage 
of a cat in such niattera, though stout enough when he hath teiii- 
poral antagonists before him. I have placed him under the 
charge of Joceline Jolifle,who,betwi\t plying him with suck and 
ghost-stories, would make him incapable of knowing what was 
(lone, if you wei*© to proclaim the King in his presence.” 

But why keep such a fellow here at all i ” 

“ Oh, sir,' content \oii ; — he lies leaguer, as a sort of ambas- 
sador for his worthy masters, and wre arc secure fnmi any intru- 
sion long as they get all the news of Woodstock from Trusty 
Tomkins.” 

‘‘ I know Jocoline's lioni^ty w(dl," said Albert ; “ and if he 
call assure me that he will keep a watch over tins fellow, ] will 
HO far trust in him. lie does not know the depth of the stake, 
’tis true, hut tliat my hie is eoncemed will bo quite enough to 
keep him A'lgilant. — Well, then, I proceed ; — What if Markham 
livcrard coiuch down on us ? " 

“ We have his word to the contrary,” answered Rocliecliffe — 
“ his word of honour, transmitted by his friend l)o you tliiiik 
it likely he will break it * ” 

1 hold him ]iica(>able of doing so,” answ'ered Albert ; " and, 
besides, 1 think Markham would make no bad use of any thing 
which might come to his knowledge — Yet God forbid wo should 
be undei^e necessity of trusting any who ever wore the Parlia- 
ment’s colours ill a matter of sueh dear concernment ! ” 

“ Amen ’ ” said the doctor. — *•’ Are } our doubts silenced now ? ” 

" 1 still have an objection,” said Ailiert, to }oiidor impudent 
rakehelly fellow, styling lunmclf a cavalier, who pushed himself on 
our (Mimpaiiy last night, and gained my father’s heart by a story 
of the storm of Brentford, which 1 dare say Bie rogue never 
saw.” 

“ You mistake him, dear Albert,” replied Rocliecliffe—** Roger 
Wildrake, although till of late 1 only knew him by name, is a 
gentleman, was bred at the Inns of Court, and spent his estate in 
the King’s service.*” 

**Or rather in the devil’s service,” said Albert. **It is such 
fellows as he, v/ho, sunk trom the license of their military liabits 
into idle debauched ruffians, infest the land with riots and rob- 
beries, brawl in hedge alehouses and cellars where strong waters 
are sold at midnight, and, with their deep oatlis, tiieir hot loyalty, 
and their drunken valour, make decent men al^minate tlie very 
name of cavalier.” 

^ Alas !” said the doctor, ** it is but too true ; but what can you 
expect I When the higher and more qualified classes are broken 
down and mingled undistiiiguishably with the lower orders, they 
are apt to lose the most v^uable marks of their quality in the 
genei^ cimfusion of morals and manners — ^just as a handful of 
silver medals wiU become defaced and diseoloiixed if jumbled 
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about among tho vulgar copper coin. Even the prime medal of 
all, 'which we royalists would so willingly wear next our very 
hearts, has not, peidiap^ entirely escaped some deterioration — 
But let other tongues than mine speak on tliat subject.*’ 

Albert Lee paused deeply after having heard these csommiini- 
cations on tho part of Bochecliffe. “ Doctor,” he said, " it is 
genoxally agrrod, even by some who think you may occasionally 
have been a little over busy in putting men upon dangerous ac- 
tions”— 

** May God forgive them who entertain so false an opinion of 
me,” said the Doctor. 

That, nevertheless, you have done and suffered more 

ill the King’s behalf than any man of your function.” 

They do me but justice there,” said Dr. Kochediffe — 
** absolute justice.” 

I am therefore disposed to abide by your opinion, if, all 
things considered, you think it safe that we should rumain at 
Woodstock.” 

^ That is not the question,” answered the divine. 

And what is the question, then replied the young soldier. 

Wbotlier any safer courae can be pointed out. 1 grieve t(» 
say, that the question must be comparative, os to the point of 
option. Absolute safety is — alas tlie while! — out of the ques- 
tion on all sides. Now, I say Woodstock is, fenced and guarded 
as at present, by far the most preferable place of concealment.” 

" Enough,” replied Albert, ^ 1 give up to you the question, as 
to a person whose knowledge of such important affairs, not ht 
mention your age and experience, is more intimate and extensive 
than mine can be.” 

** You do well,” answered Rochecliffe ; “ and if others had 
acted with the like distrust of their own knowledge, and con- 
Hdenoo In competent persons, it liad been better for the age. 
This makes Understanding bar himself up within his fortalicc, 
ind Wit betake himself to his high tower.” (Here he looked 
around his cell with an air of self-complacence.) ^ The wise man 
foreseoth the tempest, and hideth himself.” 

"Doctor,” said Albert, "let our foresight serve others far 
more precious than either of us. Let me ask you, if you have 
well considered whetlicr our precious charge should remaiii in 
society with the fbmily, or betske himself to some of the more 
hidden comers of the house 1” 

" Hnm 1” said the Doctor, with an air of deep reftection — " I 
think he will be safest as Louis Kemeguy, keeping himself dobu 
beside yon ” *-*— 

" 1 nar it will be neoessaiy,” added Albert, " that I scoot 
nlmoad a fittle,«ad show myself in some distent ^rt of the eonu- 
try, leolt ooife^g hers in quest of me, they should find liigher 
game*” 

" Bny do not mtetropt me — ^^eeplng himself close beside you 
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nr your father, in nr near to Victor Lee s apartment, from 'which 
you arc aware he can make a ready escape, should danger ap- 
proach. This occurs to me as best for the present — 1 liupc to 
liear of Uie vessel to-day — ^to-morrow at farthest.” 

Albert Lee bid the active but opmionated man good morrow: 
admiring how this species of intrigue had become a sort of ele- 
ment in which the Doctor seemed to enjoy himself, notwithstand- 
ing all that the poet has said concerping the horrors which inter- 
vene betw'ixt the conception and execution of a conspiracy. 

In returning from Dr. Rochecliffe’s sanctuary, he met with 
Joceline, "who was anxiously seeking him. “ The young Scotoii 
gentleman,** lie said, in a mysterious manner, has arisen from 
bed, and, liearing me pass, he called me into his apartment.” 

“Well,” replied Albert, “ I will see him presently.” 

“ And he asked me for fresh linen and clothes. Now, sir, lie 
IS like a man who is quite accustomed to be obeyed, so 1 gave 
him a suit which happened to be in a wardrobe in the west tower, 
and some of your linen to conform ; and when he was dressed, 
ho coniiuaiidcd me to show him to the presence of Sir Henr> 
Lee and iny young lady. 1 would have said sometliing, sir, 
about 'awaiting till you <‘aine hack, but he piill(*d nio good-natured- 
ly* hy the hair, (as, indeed, he has a rare humour of his own,) and 
told me, he was guest to Master Albert ]iee,aiid not his prisoner; 
so, sir, tliough I thought you might be displeased with me forgiving 
him tlie means of stirring abroad, and perhaps being seen by 
tliobc who should not K*e him, wliat could I say 

You an* a sensible fellow, Jorcline, and comprehend alw'ays 
'what is recommended to you. This youth will not be controlled, 
1 fear, by cither of us ; but we must look tlie closer alter his 
snfetv. You keep your watch over that prving fellow the stew- 
aid?” 

“ Trust him to my care — on that side have no fear. Dut ah, 
sir ! I would we had the young Scot in his old clothes again, for 
tlie riding-suit of yours winch he now wears hath set him off in 
other-guess fasliiop.” 

From the manner in winch the faithful dependent expressed 
himself, Albert saw that he suspected who the Scottish page in 
reality was ; yet he did not think it proper to acknowledge to linn 
a fact of such importance, secure as he was equally of his fidelity, 
whether explicitly trusted to the full extent, or left to his own 
coinMtures. Full of anxious though^ he wreiit to the apartment 
of '^ctor Lee, in which Johffe told him he would find the party 
assembled. The sound of laughter, as he laid his hand on the 
lock of the door, almost made him start, so singularly did it jar 
with the doubtful and melancholy reflections wmoh engaged bis 
own mind. He entered, and found his fatlier in high good-hii- 
mouT) laughing and conversing freely with bis young charg^, 
whose appearanoo was, indeed, so much changed to the bettor in 
extomafsy that it seemed scarce possible a night’s rest, a toilet. 
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and a Ruit of doront clotlic**, roiiltl have done so much in his fa- 
vour in 80 short a tmi**. It could not, Iiowcver, be imputed tfi 
the more alteration of dresR, although that, no doubt, had its 
rflfoet. There was nothin;; splendid in that which Louin Keriie- 
quy (hc continue to call him by his aRsumed name) ikjw wore. 
It was m**r<dy a ridins;-suit of f;rcy cloth, ivith Rome Rilver lace, 
in the fashion of a country geiitlemau of the time. But it ha]»- 
pened to fit him very well, and to become his very doi'k com- 
plevion, especiull} as ho now held up his lu^ad, and used the 
manners, not only of a well-behaved but of a higld\ -aecoiii- 
plisho'l 2'‘ntViT''in When he moved, his clumsy and awkward limp 
was • xi-bai :■ -lira sort of shuffle, winch, at* it might be the 
eonsequonee i>f a wound in those perilous times, liad rather an 
iiitoresting than an ungainly effect. At least it was as genteel 
ail exproHsion that the party had been overhard travelled, as the 
most polite pedestrian could propose to himself. 

The foalures of the WanderiT were liarRh as ever, hut Ins red 
shock peruke, for such it proveil, was hiwl aside, liis sable elf- 
locks were trained, by a little of Joeeline’R assistance, into eiirls, 
and his fine black eyes shone from among the shaile of thetu* 
ourlR, and corresponded with the animntt‘d, though not hand- 
some, character of the whole liead. In his con\crsat.ioii, he had 
laid aside all the coarsexieHs of dialect which he had ro strongly 
affected on the preceding evening ; and although he continued to 
speak a little Scotch, for the suppiiCt of his character as a young 
gentleman of that nation, yet it w'as not in a degree which ren- 
dered his fipeech either uncouth or uumtelhgible, but men*ly 
afforded a certain Doric tinge essential to tlie peraouage he re- 
presented. No person on earth conld better understand the so- 
ciety in which he moved ; exile had made him acquainted w ith 
life in all its shades and varieties — his sjiirits, if not uniform, 
were elastic — ho had that species of Epicurean philosophy, which, 
even in the most extreme difficulties and dangers, can, in an in- 
terval of ease, however brief, avail itself of tho enjoyments of the 
moment — he was, in short, in youth and misfortune, as after- 
wards in his regal condition, a good-humoured but hard-hearted 
voluptuary — wise, save where bis passions intervened — beneff- 
cent) save when p^digahty had deprived him of the means, or 
prejudice of the wdsh, to confer beneffta — ^his faults such as might 
often have drawn down hatred, but that tliey w*dre mingled with 
so much urbanity, that the injured person iblt it impobsible to 
ratain the full sense of his nrongs. 

Albert Liee found the party, consisting of his father, sister, and 
the supposed page, seated by the breakfast- table, at which he also 
took his place. He was a pensive and anxious beholder of what 
passed, while the page, who had already completely gained the 
heart at the old cavalier, by mimickuiff the manner in which 

the tkfottish divines preached in favour of hla gude Lord Mar- 
.quia of Aigyle -and tlie Solemn League and Oovenant, waa now 
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endeavouring to interest the fair Alice by such aneetlotes, partly 
of warlike and perilous adventure, as jMissebsed the Kinie dc^gree 
of interest for the female car whieli they have had e\or wnce 
Desdeiiiona’s days. But it i^as not only of dangers 1)\ Iniid aiul 
sea tliat tlio disguised page hiiokc ; but much more, and much 
oftener, on foreign revids, haiiquets^ balls, >^here the jinde oi 
France, of Spain, or of the Low Cuuutiics, -was exhibited in the 
eyes of their moat eminent beauties. Alice being a ver} >oujig 
girl, who, in eon<H*qucncc of tlic Civil War, had been almost en- 
tirely educated in the country, and often in great secliihioii, it 
vas certainly no wonder tliat she should listen vith billing ears, 
and a read} smile, to what the young gentleman, their gu(‘fat, and 
her brother’s protege, told with so much gaiety, and mingled 
with such a shade of dangerous adAenture, and occasionally of 
seiiuus refh'ction, as jirei eiitcd the discourse from being regai'dt'd 
as merely light and frn olouB. 

In a word. Sir Henry Lee laughed, Alice Riiiiled from time to 
tniie, and all were fiatisfied but Albert, who would himself, how- 
ever, hat e been scarce able to allege a sulhciciit reason for bia 
depression of sjiirits. 

The materials of breakfast were at last removed, under the ac- 
tive Mipermteiidcnce of the neat handed Phofbi*, w*ho looked over 
her shoulder, and lingurc'd more than once, to listen to the fluent 
discourHc of their new guest, whom, on the jircccdiug evening, 
she liad, while in attendance at BUp]K‘r, ac(*ounted one oi the most 
stupid inmates to whom the gates of Wowlstock had been opened 
Since the times of Fair lloRauiond. 

Louis Lerneguy then, wdicii they were left only f<iur in flic 
chamber, witliout ilic interruption of domestics, anil the succer.- 
sivc bustle urcasioiicd by the discussion and removal of the 
morning meal, became apparently ecnsible, that his friend and 
ostensible patron Albert ought not altogether to be suffered to 
drop to leeward in the com ersatinn, while he was himself suc- 
ceauully engaging the attention of those memliers of his family 
to whom he liud become so recently known. He went behind his 
chair, therefore, .and, leaning on the back, Raid w'ith a good- 
humoured tone, which made his purpose entirely intelligible, — 

« Either my good friend, guide, and patron, lias heard worse 
newB this inonnng than he cares to tell ub, or he must have 
stumbled over jaiy tattered jerkin and leathern hosts and acquired, 
by contact, the whole mass of stupidity which 1 threw off last 
night with thuRe most dolorous garments. Cheer up, my dear 
Colonel Albert, if your affectionate page may preBume to say so 
— ^you are in company with those whose society, dear to strangers, 
must be doubly so to you. Oddsfish, man, cheer up ! I lutve 
seen you gay on a biscuit and a mouthful of water-cresscs — don’t 
let your fail you on Rhenish wine and venison.” 

" Dear Lonis,” said Albert, rousing himself into exertion, and 
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fioiiiewhAt aaliampd of Ins silcuce, ^ I have slept worse, and 
licen astir earlier than \uu.’' 

^ Be it so,” said Ins father ; yet 1 hold it no good excuse for 
your sullen silence. Albert, you liave met your sister and me, 
so long separated from you, so anxious on your behalf, almost 
like mere strangers, and yet you are returned safe to us, and you 
iind us well.'' 

Ketumed indeed — ^but for safety, my dear father, tliat word 
must bo a stranger to us Worcester folk for some time. How- 
ever, it IS not my own safety about which 1 am anxious.” 

** About whose, then, should you be anxious ^ — All accounts 
agree that the King is safe out of the dogs’ jaws.” 

Not without some danger, though,” muttered Louis, thinking 
of his encounter with Uovis on the preceding eveiniig. 

** No, not witliout daiigor, indeed,” echoed the knight ; “ but, 
as old Will says, — 

There's ^uch duinitT doth hedee n kmc*. 

That trea»oii (lareH not peep at m luit it would ’ 

No, no — tbnnk God, that’s cared for ; our Hope and Fortune is 
escaped, so all new's athriii, escaped from Bristol — ^if I thought 
otherwise, Albert, 1 should be as sad as you are. For the rest of 
it, I have lurked a mouth in this house when discovery would 
have been death, and that is no longer since than after Lord Hol- 
land and the Duke of Buckingham’s rising at Kingston ; and hang 
nic, if 1 thought once of twistuig my brow into such a tragic fold 
as yours, but cocked my hat at misfortune os a cavalier should.” 

[t I might put ill a word,” said Louis, " it would be to &s8ui*e 
Colonel Albert Lee that I verily believe the King would think 
Ills own hup, wherever he may be, much the worse that hib best 
subjects were seized with dejection on his account” 

You answer boldly on i\ih King’s part, young man,” said Sir 
Henry. 

** Oh, luy fattier was meikle about the King’s hand,” answered 
Louis, recollecting his present character. 

No wonder, then,” said Sir Henry, " that you have so soon 
recovered your good spirits and good breeding, when you heard 
of his Majesty's escape. Why, you are no more like the lad we 
saw last night, tliau Uie best hunter 1 ever had was like a dray- 
horse,” 

** Oh, tlieie lb much in rest, and food, and grooming,” answered 
Louis. You would hardly know the tired jade you dismounted 
from last mght, when she is brought out prancing and neighing 
^ next monung, rested, refresli^, and ready to start again — 
esfewally if the brute bath some good blood, for such pidc up 
mm fast.” 

" Wen, then, but since thy father was a courtier, and thou 
hast lesnied, I think, aometliing of the trade, tell us a little, Mas- 
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tor Kepiicgiiy, of him we love most to hear about — the King ; we 
are all safe and secret, you need not be i^raid. He was a hope- 
ful 3 outh ; 1 trust hia flourishing blossom now gives promise of 
Iruit ? ” 

As the knight spoke, Louis bent his eyes on the ground, and 
seemed at first uncertain what to answer. But, admirable at ex- 
tricating himself from such dilemmas, he replied, That he really 
could not presume to speak on such a subject in the presence of 
las patron. Colonel Albert Lee, who must be a much better judge 
of the character of King Charles than he could pretend to 

Albert was accordingly next assiailed by the knight, seconded 
by Alice, for sonic account of his Majest^’^s character. 

I will speak but according to facts,” said Albert; ^ and then 
I must ho acquitted of partiality. If the King had not possessed 
enterprise and military skill, he never would have attempted the 
expedition to Worcester ; — had he not had personal courage, he had 
not so long disputed the battle that Cromwell almost Judged it 
lost. That he possesses prudence and patience, must be argued 
from the circumstances attending his flight ; and that he has the 
love of his subjects is evident, smee, necessarily known to many, 
he has boen betrayed by none.” 

" For sliame, AlbeH !” replied his sister ; is that the way a 
good cavalier doles out the character of hia Prince, applying an 
instance at every concession, like a pedlar measuring linen with 
his rod I — Out upon you ! — no wonder you wore beaten, if you 
fought as coldly for your King aa you now talk for him.” 

** I ^d niy best to trace a likeness from what I have seen and 
known of the original, sister Alice,” rephed her brother. — If 
you would have a fancy portrait, you must get an artist of more 
imagination than 1 have to draw it for you.” 

1 Will be tliat artist myself,” said Ahcc, “ and, in my portrait, 
our Monarch shall show all that ho ought to be, having sudi high 
pretensions — all that ho must be, being so loftily descended — all 
that 1 am sure he is, and that every loj^al heart in the kingdom 
ought to believe him.” 

« Well said, Alice,” quoth the old knight — ^ Look thou npon 
this picture, and on this ! — Here is our young friend shall judge. 
1 wager my best nag — ^that is, I would wager him had 1 one mft 
— that Alice proves the better painter of the two. — My son’s 
brain is still misty, 1 think, since his defeat — ^he has not got the 
smoke of Worcester out of it. Plague on thee 1 — ^a young man, 
and cast down for one beating f Had you been banged twenty 
times like me, it had been time to look graven — But come, AHm, 
forward; the colours are nuxed on your pallet— forward with 
soinefhmg that ahall show like one of vandyck’s living portrait^ 
placed bmide the dull dry presentation there of our ancestor 
Vietor Lee.** 

Alice, it must be observed, liad been educated by her faliher 
in the aotimis of hi^ and even exaggerated loyalty, which cha- 
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racteiised tlio cavaliers, and slie was really an enthusiast in tlie 
royal cause. But, besides, she was in good spirits at her brother’s 
happy return, and wished to prolong the gay humour in which 
her father liad of late scarcely ever indulged. 

Well, then,” she said, '^though 1 am no Apelles, I will try to 
paint an Alexander, such as I hope, and am determined to* be- 
lieve, exists 111 the person of our exiled sovereign, soon I trust to 
be restored. And I will not go farther than his own family. He 
shall have all .the chivalrous courage, all the warlike skill, <if 
Henry of France, his grandfather, iii order to place him on the 
throne ; all his benevolence, love of his people, |>atience even of 
unpleasmg advice, sacrifice of his own wishes and pleasures to the 
commonweal, that, seated there, he may be blest while living, and 
so long remembered wlien dead, tliat for ages after it shall be 
thought sacrilege to breathe an aspersion against the throne which 
he has occupied ! Long after he is dead, while there remains an 
old man who has seen him, w'erc the condition of that survivor 
no higiier than a groom or a menial, Ins age shall be provided for 
at the public charge, and his grey hairs regarded with more dis- 
tinctioii than an earl's coronet, bwause he remt'mbcTS the Second 
Charles, the monarch of every heart in England ! ” 

While Alice spoke, she was hardly coiiscious of the presence of 
any one save her father and brodier ; for the page withdrew him- 
self somewhat from tlio circle, and there was nothing to remind 
her of him. She gave the reins, therefore, to her onthusiasm ; 
and as the tears glittered in her eye, and her beautiful features 
became animated, she seemed like a descended cherub proclaim- 
ing the virtues of a patriot monarch. The person chiefly inte- 
rested in her description held himself back, as we ha\e said, and 
concealed his own featurcb, yet so as to preserve a full view of 
the beautiful speaker. 

Albert Lee, conscious in wdiose presence this eulogium was pro- 
nounced, was much embarrassed ; bat his father, ail whose feel- 
ings were flattered by the panegyiHc, was in rapture. 

** So much for the ATina, Alice,” he said ; << and now for the 

" For the man,” replied Alice, in the same tone, " need I wish 
him more tlian the paternal virtues of his unhappy fat]ier,of whom 
his worst enemies have recorded, that if inoriU virtues and reli- 
gious faith were to be selected aa the qualities which merited a 
crown, no man could plead the possession of tliem in a higher or 
more indisputable degree. Temperate, wise, and frugal, yet 
munifleent m rewarding merit — a fnend to letters and the muses, 
bat a severe discourager of the misuse of such gifts — ^a worthy 
gentleman — a kind master — ^the best friend, the best fatiier, the 

beat Christian” Her voice began to fiilter, and her fatto’a 

haadkendiief was already at his eyes. 

He waa^girlj he was 1” exclaimed Sir Henr^ ; " but no more 
on*t, I diarge ye— no moire on ’t— enough ; let his son but posaew 
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his virtues, with better advisers, and better fortunes, and he will 
be all that England, in her warmest wishes, could desire.** 

There was a pause after this ; for Alice felt as if she had sytoLeii 
too frankly and too zealously for her sex and youth. Sir Henry 
was occupied in mi'lniicholy rt^eollections on the fate of his late 
sovereign, while Kerncgiiy and his supfiosed patron felt enibur- 
rasaed, perhaps from a consciousness that the real Charles fell 
far short of liis ideal character, as designed in such glowing 
colours. In some cases, exaggerated or uuappropriate praise 
becomes the most severe satire. 

But such reflections were not of a nature to be long willingly 
cherislied by the person to whom they might have been of great 
advantage. Ho absum<.*d a tone of raillery, which is, perhajm, the 
readiest mode of escaping fixim the feelings of self-rc^proof. 
“ Every cavalier,” he said, “ should bend his knee to thank Mis- 
tress Alice Lee for having made such a flattering portiuit of the 
King their master, by la} ing under contribution for his benefit 
the virtues of all liis ancestors ; only tliere was one point he would 
not have expected a female painter to have passed over in silence. 
When she made him, in right of his grandfather and father, a 
muster of royal and individual excellences, why epuld she nut 
have enduw^ed him at the same time with his mother's personal 
channs t Why should not the son of Henrietta Maria, the flnebt 
woman of her day, add the n^commendations of a handsome face 
and figim* to his internal qualities ? Ho had the same hereditary 
title to good looks as to inentai quolifi cations ; and the picture, 
with such an addition, w'ould bo perfect in its way — and God scud 
it might be a resenibiuticc ^ ” 

“ 1 understand you. Master Kemeguy,” said Alieo ; " but I am 
no fairy, to bestow, as those do in the nursery tales, gifts which 
Providence has denied. J am woman enough to have made en- 
quiries on the subject, and I know the general report is, tliat tlie 
King, to have been the son of such handsome parents, is unusually 
hard-favoured.” 

Good God, sister 1 ” said Albert, starting impatiently from his 
seat. 

" Why, you yourself told me so,” said Alice, surprised at the 
emotion he lestmed ; ** and you said** — - 

" This is intolerable,” muttered Albert ; “ I must out to speak 
witli Joceline without delay — Louis,’* (with an imploring look to 
Kemeguy,) you will surely come with me 1” 

" 1 would with all my heart,” said Kemeguy, smiling mali- 
doualy ; " but you see how X suffer still from uuneness. — Nay, 
nay, Albert, he whispered, resisting young Leo*s attempt to pre- 
vail on him to leave me room, can you suppose 1 am fool enough 
to be hart by this 1~on the contrary, I have a desire of profiting 
by it.” 

^ lAay God grant it !” said Lee to himself, as be left the room 
— ^ it mi be &e first lecture you ever profited by ; and the devil 
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ponfonnd the plotR and jdottera Avbo made me bring you to i)iia 
})liice !” So lug, he carried his disconteut forth into tlie 
Park. 

CHAPTER XXIIL 

For there they »aT, ho diulr doth frequout 
tVith uiiTCstnuiied looM compamonR , 

While lio, >ounff, wantuu, and ofieminate boy, 

Taken on the point of honour, to auppoit 
So duaoluto a crew. 

Hicikard II 

The conversation which Albert had in vain endeavoured to 
interrupt, flowed on in the same course after he had left the 
room. It oiitertanied Louis Kerneguy ; for personal vanity, or 
an over sensitiveuess to deserved reproof, wore not among the 
faults of his charaotcr, and wero indeed incompatible with an 
understanding, which, combined with more strength of principle, 
steadiness of exertion, and solf-dcnial, might have placed Charles 
high on the list of English monarchs. On the other hand. Sir 
Henry listened with natuml delight to the noble scntimeiitH ut- 
tered hy a being so beloved as his daughter. His own parts wrere 
rather steady thiui brilliant ; and he had that species of imagina- 
tion which is not easily excited without the action of another, as 
the electrical globe only scintillates when rubbed against its 
cushion. He was well pleased, therefore, when Kemeguy pur- 
sued the conversation, by obser>'ing that Mistress Alice Lee had 
not explained how the same good fairy that conferred moral 
qualities, could not also remove corporeal blemishes. 

** You mistake, sir,*’ said Alice. ^ I confer nothing. I do but 
attempt to paint our King such as I htpe he is — such as I am 
sure ho may be, should he himself desire to be so. The same 
general report which speaks of his countenance as unpreposses- 
sing, describes his talents as being of the first order. He has, 
therefore, the means of arriving at excellence, should he cultivate 
them sedulously and employ them usefully — should he rule his 
paaeious and be guided b^ his understanding. Every good man 
eaunot be wise ; but it is in tbe power of every wise man, if he 
pleases, to be as eminent for virtue as for talent.** 

Young Kcmeray rose briskly, and took a turn through the 
room ; and ere uie knigjht could make any observation on the 
sinralar vivacity in which he had indulged, he threw himaelf 
agwti into lus chair, and said, in rather an altered tone of voice 
— ^ It seems, then, Mistress Afioe Lee, that the good finenda who 
have deauiihcd tliia poor King to you, have been aa nnfitvoarable 
in tbelr account of bis morals as of his person f*' 

** The truth must be better known to you, sir,** said Alice, 
" thsn it saa be to me. Some rumours there have been which 
aeome him of a license^ which, whoever allowanoe ftatterera 
make for docs not, to say the least, beoome the eon of the 



WOODSTOCK. 267 

Martyr — T shall be happy to have tliese contradicted on good 
authority.'’ 

“ J am surprised at your foll\ said Sir Henry Lee, “ in hint- 
ing at such tilings, Alice ; a pack of scandal, invented by the 
rascals who ha\ e usurped the government — a thing devised by 
the enemy.” 

« Nay, sir,” said Kerneguy, laughing, “we must not let our 
zeal charge the enemy with more bcandal tlian they actually de- 
serve. Mistress Alice has put the question to me. 1 can only 
answer, that no one ran bo more devotedly attached to the King 
than I myselfy— that f am very partial to his merits and blind to 
his defects ; — and that, in short, I would be the last man in the 
world to give up his cause where it was tenable. Nevertheless, 
r must confess, that if all his grandfather of Navarre’s morals 
liave not descended to him, this poor King has somehow inherited 
a share of the specks that were thought to dim the lustre of that 
great Prince — that Charles is a little soft-hearted, or so, where 
beauty is concerned. — Do not blame him too severely, pretty 
Misti*ess Alice ; when a man’s hard fate has driven him among 
thorns, it were surely hard to prevent him from trifling with the 
few roses he may And among tneml” 

Alice, who probably thought the conversation had gone far 
enough, rose while Master Kemeguy was speaking, and was leav- 
mg the room before he had finished, without apparently hearing 
the interrogation with which he concluded. Her father approved 
of her departure, not thinking the turn which Kemeguy had 
given to the discouwe altogether fit for her presence ; and, desi- 
rous civilly to break off the conversation, “ 1 see,” he said, “ this 
is about the time, when, as Will says, the household affairs w'ill 
call my daughter hence ; I will therefore clialleiige you, voung 
gentleman, to stretch your limbs in a little exercise with me, 
either at single rapier, or rapier and poniard, back-sword, spa- 
droon, or your national weapons of broadsword and target ; for 
all, nr any of which, I think we sliall find implements in the 
hall.” 

It would be too high a distinction, Master Kemeguy said, for 
a poor page to be permitted to try a passage of arms witii a knight 
so renowned as Sir Henry Lee, and he hoped to enjoy so great 
an honour before he left Woodstock ; but at the present moment 
his lameness continued to give him so much pain, that he should 
sliame himself in the attempt. 

Sir Henry then offered to road him a play of Shakspeore, and 
for this purpose turned up King lUcbard 11. But hardly had 
he Gommenoed with 

“ Old John of Gaunt, Ume-hononT'd banouter,*' 

when the young gentleman was seised with such an uneontroUable 
fit of the ecamp as could only be relieved by immediate exercise, 
lie therefore begged ponnuMtion to be allowed to saunter abroad 
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for a little while, if Sir Henry Lee considered he might venture 
without danger. 

" I can answer for the two or three of our people that are still 
left about the place,” said Sir Henry ; " and 1 know my son has 
disposed them so as to be constantly on the watch. If you hear 
the bell toll at the Lodge, 1 advise you to come straight home by 
the way of the King’s oak, which you see in yonder glade tower- 
ing above the rest of the trees. We will have some one sta- 
tioned there to introduce you secretly into the liouse.” 

The page listened to these cautions nvith the impatience of a 
schoolboy, who, desirous of enjoying his holyday, hears witliuut 
marking the advice of tutor or parent, about taking care not to 
catch cold, and so forth. 

The absence of Alice Lee had removed all which bad rendered 
the interior of the Lodge agreeable, and the mercurial } oung page 
fled with precipitation from the exercise and amu&emeut which 
Sir Henry had propose<]. He girded on his rapier, and tlirew 
his cloak, or rattier that w Inch belonged to his borrowed suit, 
about him, bringing up the lower part so as to inufile the face and 
show only the eyes over it, which was a common way of wearing 
them in those da^s, both in sti'eets, in the country, and in public 
places, when men had a mind to he private, and to avoid inter- 
ruption from salutations and greetings in the market-place. He 
hurried across the open space whieli divided the front of the 
Lodge from the wood, with the haste of a bird escaped from the 
cage, which, though jugful at its liberation, is at the same time 
sensible of its need of protection and shelter. The wood seemed 
to afford these to the human fugitive, as it might have done to 
the bird in question. 

When under the shadow of the branches, and within the verge 
of the forest, covered from observation, yet with the power of 
surveying the front of the Lodge, and all the open ground before 
it, the supposed Louis Kemeguy meditated on his escape. 

" What an infliction — ^to ^nco with a gouty old man, who 
knows not, I dare say, a trick of the sword, which was not fami- 
liar in the days of old Vincent Saviolo ! or, as a change of miseiy', 
to hear him read one of those wildernesses of scenes which the 
English call a play, from prologue to epilogue — ^from Enter the 
first to the final Exeunt omnex — an unparalleled horror — a penance 
which would have made a dungeon darker, and added diilness 
even to Woodstock !” 

Here he stopped and looked around, then continued his medi- 
tationa — ^ So then, it was here tliat the gay old Normaji secluded 
hia pretty mistress — 1 wairant, without having seen her, that 
Rosammid Clifford was never half so handsome as tliat lovely 
Alice Lee. And what a soul there is in the girl’s eye ! — with 
wbaa ahandonment of all respects, save that expressing the inte- 
rest the moment, she poured forth her tide of enthusiasm ! 
Wefe I to lie long here, in spite of prudence, and lialf-a-doaen 
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\cry venerable obstacles bcHide, I should bo tempted to try to 
reconcile her to the indifTeroxit visage of this same hard-favoured 
I'rince. — Hard-favoured ? — ^it is a kiinl of treason for one who 
pretends to so much loyalty, to say so of the King’s features, and 
in iny mind deserves ])unishment. — Ah, pretty Mistress Alice ! 
many a Mistress Alice before you has made dreadful exclama- 
tions oil the ii'n'gularities of mankind, and the wickedness of the 
ai'e, and ended by being glad to loolc out fur apologies for their 
own share in them. But tlien her lather — the stout old cavalier 
— iny father's old friend — bhoidd such a tiling befall, it would 
break las heart — Break a pudding’s-end — he has more i-iense. 
in gi\c Ills grandson a title to quarter the arms of England, 
w hat matter it a bar sinister is drawn across them ! — Pshaw ! far 
from an abatement, it is a point of addition — the heralds m their 
iii'Xt Msitation will place him higher in the roll for it. Then, if 
liQ did wince a little at first, docs not the old traitor deserve it ; — 
first, for hiHdislo;tal intention of punching mine anointed body 
black and blue w'ith his \ilc tuii^ — and M^coiidly, Ins atrocious 
c<iniplot with Will Sliakrtpcare, a fellow as much out of date as 
himself, to read me ^ death with five acts of a liistorieal play, or 
chronicle, ‘being the piteous Life and Death of .Jiicliard* tliti 
Second V Oddsfish, niy own life is piteous enough, as I think; 
and my death may match it, for aught I see coming yet. Ah, 
but then the brother — ^my friend — my guide — ^my guard — So far 
as this little proposed intrigue concerns him, such practising 
would he thought not quite fair. But your bouncing, swagger- 
ing, revengeful bmthors exist only on the theatre. Your dire 
reveiigts with which a brother persecuted a pf>or fellow who had 
bedue(*d his .sister, or been seduced by her, as the case might be, 
as relentlessly as if he hiul trodden on his toes without making 
nil apology, is entirely out of fashion, smee Dorset killed the Lord 
Bruce many a long year since.* Psliaw ! when a King is the 
offender, the bravest man sacrifices nothing by pocketing a little 
wrong, which he cannot personally resi'iit. And in France, there 
is not a noble house, where each individual would not cock his 
hat an inch higher, if they could boast of such a left-handed 
alliance with the Grand Mouarque.” 

Such were the thoughts which rushed through the mind of 
diaries, at his first quitting the Lr>^e of Woodstock, and plung- 
ing into the forest that surrounded it. His profligate logic, how- 
ever, was not the result of his natural disposition, nor received 
witliout scruple by his sound understanding. It was a train of 
reasoning which he had been led to adopt from his too close inti- 
macy with tlie witty and profligate youth of quality by whom he 
had been surrounded. It arose from the evil communication 
wiih Viiliers, Wilmot, Sedley, and others, whose genius was des- 
tined to corrupt that age, and the Monansli on whpm its chasac- 

* Ttiiv melancholy itory may he found in the Gtoardftm. An intrkae of 
Lord buckvillc, afterward! lHarl of Donet, waa the cauae of the fatal duel. 
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ter afterwards came so much to depend Such nien> bred Hinid*^f 
the license of civil war, and without experiencing that curb whicli 
in ordinary times the autlionty of parents and relations imposes 
upon the headlong passions of youth, were ]>ractiscd in every 
species of vice, and could recommend it as well by pi*eeept as 
example, turning into pitiless ridicule all those nobler feelings 
which withhold men from gratifying lawless passion. The c\eiits 
of the King's life had also favoured his reception of this Kjii- 
enrean doctrine, lie saw himself, with the highest claims to 
sympathy and assistance, coldly treated by the Courts wliich he 
visited, rather as a permitted suppliant than an exiled Monarch. 
He beheld his own rights and claims treated with scorn and indif- 
ference ; and, in the same proportion, he was reconciled to th<' 
hardhearted and selfish course of dissipation, which promised him 
immediate indulgence. If this was obtained at the ex]>eiise of 
Llie happiness of others, should he of ail men be scrupulous upon 
the subject, since he treated others only as the world ircated 
him I 

Hilt although the foundations of this unhapp\ system had been 
laid, the Pniicp was not at this early period so fully devoted to 
it as ho was found to have become, when a door was uncx])ect- 
edly opened for his restoration. On the contrary, though the 
train of gay reasoning which we have above stated, as if it had 
found vent in uttered language, did certainly arise in liis mind, 
as that which would have been suggested by his favourite coun- 
sellors on such occasions, he recollected tliat what might he pa^Hed 
over as a peccadillo in France or the Netherlands, or turned into 
a diverting novel or pasquinade by tbo wits of his own w'andcriiig 
Court, was likely to have the aspect of horrid ingratitude and 
infamous treachery among the English gentry, and would inflict 
a deep, perhaps an incurable wound upon his interest, amonp the 
more aged and respectable part of his adherents. Then it oc- 
curred to him — for his own interest did not escape him, even in 
this mode of considering the subject — that he was in the power 
of the Lees, father and son, who were always understood to be 
at least suflicicntly punctilious on the score of honour ; and if they 
should suspect such an affront as his imagination had conceived, 
they could be at no loss to find means of the most ample revenge, 
either by their own hands, or by those of the ruling faction. 

The risk of re-opening the &tal window at Whitehall, and 
renewing the tragedy of the Man in the Mask, were a worse 
was bis finiid reflection, " than the old stool of the Scot- 
penance ; and pretty though Alice Lee is, I cannot afford to 
intrigue at such a haaard. So, farewell, pretty maiden ! unless, 
as sometiines has happened, thou hast a humour to throw thyself 
at thy Kfaig^s fi^t, and then 1 am too magnanimous to refuse thee 
myproteeUenV yrhen I think of the pale clay-cold figure of 
the old man, as he lay last night extended before me, and imagine 
the fhry of Albert Lee raging with impatience, his hand on a 
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sword which only his loyalty prevents him from plunging into his 
sovereign’s heart — nay, tlie picture is too horrible ! Charles niust 
for ever change his name to Joseph, even if he were strongly 
tempted ; winch may Fortune in mercy prohibit !” 

To speak the truth of a Prince, more unfortunate in hia early 
companions, and the callousneHs which ho acquired by his juve- 
nile adventures and irregular mode of life, than in his natural di».- 
position, Charles came uie more readily to this wise conclusion, 
because he was by no means subject to those violent and eiigrar's* 
mg passions, to gratify which the world has been thought well 
lust. Ills amours, like many of the present day, were rather 
Tiiatters of habit and fashion, than of passion and affection ; and, 
in comparing himself in this respect to his grandfather, Henrv 
i V., he did neither liis ancestor nor himself perfect justice, lie 
to parody the words of a bard, himself actuated by the stormy 
]>atoiun8 which an intriguer often only simulates^ — 

None of thrme who lorcA no kiniilr. 

None of thuee who lu\cd im> blmdlj 

An amour was with him a matter of amusement, a regular cous(^- 
quence, as it seemed to him, of the ordinary course, of things in 
society. He was not at the trouble to practise seductive art*., 
because be had seldom found occasion to make use of them ; his 
high rank, and the profligacy of part of the female society with 
which ho had mingled, rendering them unnecessary. Added to 
this, he had, for the same reason, seldom been eroasod h} the 
obstinate interference of relatious, or even of husbands, who had 
generally seemed not unwilling to suffer such matters to take 
Uieir course. 

So that, notwithstanding his total looseness of principle, and 
8>btematic disbebef in the virtue of women and the honour of 
men, as connected with tlie character of their female relatives, 
Charles was not a person to have studiousl) introduced disgrace 
into a family, where a conquest might have been violently dis- 
puted, attained with difficulty, and accompanied with general dis- 
tresb, not to mention the excitation of all fiercer passions against 
the author of the scandal. 

But the danger of the King’s society consisted in his being 
much of an unbeliever in the existence of such cases as were 
likely to be embittered by remorse on the part of the principal 
victim, or rendered perilous by the violent resentment of Her 
connections or relatives. He had even already found snch things 
treated on the continent as matters of ordinary oocurrenoe, sub* 
jeot, in all cases where a man of high influence was oouoen^, 
to an easy amogement ; and he was really, generally speaking, 
sceptical on the subject of severe virtue in either sex, and apt to 
consider it as a veil assumed by prudery in women, and hypocrisy 
in men, to extort a higher reward for meir compliance. 

While we are discussing the cliaracter of hie disposition to gal- 
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lantT}’, tho Wanderer was conducted, by the walk Jie liud chocion, 
through several whimsical turns, until at last it brought him under 
the windows of Victor Lee’s a])artineiit, where he desened Alice 
watering and arranging some flowers placed on tlie oriel window, 
w'hieh w'as easily accessible by daylight, although at night he had 
found it a dangerous atU^mpt to scale it. But not Alice only, her 
father also showed himself near the window, ami beckoned him 
up. The family party seemed now more promising than before, 
ami the fugitive I’rince was w'eary of playing battledore and 
shuttlecock with his conscience, and much disposed to let matters 
go as chance should determine. 

He climbed lightly up tho broken ascent, and was readily wel- 
coined by the old knight, who held aetivit} in high honour. 
Alice also seemed glad to see the lively and interoHting young 
man; and by her presence, and tlic unaifected mirth with whicli 
she enjoyed his sallies, he was animated to display thobe qualities 
of wit and liumour, which nobody posst'bsed iii a higher degree. 

His satire delighted the old gentleman, who laughed till his 
eyes ran over as he heard the youth, whose claimb to his respect 
he little dreamed of, amusing him with succebsive imitations of 
the Scottish Presbyterian clergymen, of tlie proud and poor 
Hidaldgo of the North, of the fierce aud overweening pride and 
Celtic dialect of the mountain chief, of t)ie blow and more ]ie(l.an- 
tic Lowlander, with all of which his residence in Scotlaiid had 
made him familiar. Alice also laughed and applauded, amused 
herself, and delighted to see that her father was so ; and the whole 
jiarty w'ere m the liighest glee, when Albert Lee entered, eager 
to And Louis Kenieguy, and to lead him away to a private eoL 
loqu} with Dr. itoehecUffc, whose zeal, assiduity, and woiidi'rfui 
possession of information, had constituted him Uicir master-pilot 
in those diflicult times. 

It is unnecessary to introduce the reader to the minute parti- 
culars of their conference. The information obtained was so far 
favourable, that the enemy seemed to hai'e had no intelligence of 
the King's route towrards the south, and remained persuaded that 
he had madu his escape from Bristol, as had been reported, and 
as had indeed been proposed ; but the master of the vessel 
pared for the King’s possa^ had taken the alarm, and si^ed 
without his royal freight. His departure, however, and the sus- 
picion of the service in which he was engaged, served to make 
the belief general, that the King had gone off along with faun. 

Bat though this w^as cheering, the Doctor had more unpleasant 
tidings from the sea-coast, alleging great difficulties in securing a 
TUBSel, to which it might be fit to oominit a charge so precious ; 
aa^ aMuve all, requesting his Majesty might on no aoeount ven- 
ture to approaoh the shore, until he should receive advice that 
all ^ prevkms arrangements had been eompletely settled. 

No one was aMe to suggest a safer place of resldenee than that 
wlaeii he at present occupied. Ciolonel Everard was deemed 



WOODSTOCK. 


273 


certainly not personally unfriendly to the King ; and Cnomwell, 
as was supposed, reposed in Evcrard an unbounded confidence. 
The interior presented numberless hiding-places, and secret modes 
of exit, known to no one but the ancient residents of the Lodge — 
nay, far better to Rochecliffe than to any of them; as, when 
Ristor at the neighbouring town, his prying disposition as an an- 
tiquary had induced him to make very many researches among 
the old ruins — the results of which he was believed, in some in- 
stances, to have kept to himself. 

To balance these conveniences, it was no doubt true, that the 
Parliamentary Commissioners were still at no great distance, and 
would be ready to resume their authority upon the first opportu- 
nity. But no one supposed such an opportunity was likely to 
occur; and all believed, as the influence of Cromwell and the 
army ^rew more and more predominant, that the disappointed 
Commissioners would attempt nothing in contradiction to his 
pleasure, but wait with ]>atience an indemnification in some otlier 
quarter for their vacated commissions. Report, through the 
voice of Master Joseph Tomkins, stated, that they had deter- 
mined, in the first place, to retire to Oi^ord, and were making 
preparations accordingly. This promised still farther to insure 
the security of Woodstock. It was therefore settled, that the 
King, under tlie character of Louis Kenieguy, should remain an 
inmate of tlie Lodge, until a vessel should he procured for his 
escape, at the port which might be esteemed the safest and most 
convenient 


CHAPTER XXIV. 


The dfiadlicRt snakes are those which, twined 'mongst flowen, 

Blend their bnght colourine with the Taried bloieoins, 

Their fierce eyes glittering like the spangled dew-drop 
In all so like what natnn. has most narnileaa. 

That sportive innocence, which dreads no danger. 

Is poison'd unawares 

Old Play. 

Charles (we must now give him his own name) was easily re- 
eonoiled to the circumstances which rendered his residence at 
Woodstock advisable. No doubt he would much rather have 
seotued his safety by making an immediate escape out of Eng- 
land; but he had been condemned already to many uncomfort- 
able hirkkig-places, and more disagreeable disguiees, as well as 
to long and difficult journeys, during which, betw'een pragmatical 
offiesas of justioe belonging to the prevailing party, and paiiaw 
of BoMlen whose officers usually took on them to act on their 
own warrant, risk of discovery had more than once become very 
irnmiaent. He was therefore, of oompszative repose, and 
of oompantive safety. 

Then it must be considered, that Charles had been entirely 

VOL. XXI. s 
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reconciled to the society at Woodstock since be had become 
better acquainted with it. He had seen,, that, to interest the 
beautiful Alice, and procure a great deal of her company, nothing 
more was necessary than to submit to the humours, and cultivate 
the intimacy, of the old cavalier her father. A few bouts at 
fencing, in which Charles took care not to put out his more per- 
fect skill, and full youthful strengtli and activity — the endurance 
of a few scenes from Shakspeare, which the knight read with 
more zeal than taste — a little skill in music, in which the old man 
had been a proficient — ^thc deference paid to a feiv old-fashioned 
opinions, at which Charles laughed in Ins sleeve — W'cre all-sutii- 
cient to gam for the disguised Pnnee an interest in Sir Henry 
Lee, and to conciliate in an equal degree the good-will of his 
lovely daughter. 

Never were there two 3'oung perEH>n9 who could be said to com- 
mence this species of iiitiiiiacy with such unequal advantages 
Charles was a libertine, who, if he did not in cold blood resolve 
upon prosecuting his passion for Alice to a dishonourable conclu- 
sion, was at every moment liable to be provoked to attempt the 
strength of a virtue, in which he was no believer. Then Alice, 
on her part, hardly knew even what was implied by the word 
libertine or seducer. Her motluT had died early In the com- 
mencement of the Civil War, and she liad been bred up chiefly 
with her brother and cousin ; so tliat she had an unfearing and 
unsuspicious frankness of maimer, upon which Charles was not 
unwilling or unlikely to put a construction favourable to his own 
views. Even Alice's love for her cousin — ^tlic first sensation 
which awakens the most innocent and simple mind to feelings of 
shyness and rebtraiiit towards the male sex in general — had 
faded to excite such an alarm in her bosom. They w'ere nearly 
related ; and Everard, though young, was several years her elder, 
and had, from her infancy, been an object of her respect as well 
as of her affection. When this eariy and childish intimacy ripened 
into youthful love, oonfesaed and returned, still it differed in some 
shades from the passion existing between lovers originally stran- 
gers to each otlier, until their affections have been united in the 
ordinary course of courtship. Their love was fonder, more fami- 
liar, more pcrfectW confidential ; purer too, perhap^ and more 
free from starts of nassionate violence, or apprehensive jealousy. 

The possibility mat any one could liave attempted to rival 
Eveiard in her affection, was a circumstance which never occur- 
red to Alice ; and that this singnlar Scottish lad, whom she 
langlied with on account of his humonr, and laughed at for his 
peculiarities, should be an object of danger or of caution, never 
oaee entered her ima^nation* The sort of intimaey to which she 
i^mlttad Kemeg|uy was the same io which she would have re- 
06ive4 It eompa&n of her own sex, whose manners she did not 
alwM approve, but whose society She found alwi^s amating. 

ti was aatml that the freedom of Alice Lee's conduct. 
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which arose from the most perfect indifference, should pass ior 
soznotliing approaching to encouragement in the ru^ al gallantH 
apprehension, and that any resolutions lie had lonned against 
being tempted to violate the hospitality of Woodstock, should be- 
gin to totter, as opportunities for doing so became more fit*- 
<^uent. 

These opportunities were favoured by Albert's departure from 
Woodstock the very day after his arrival. It had been agree*!, 
in full council with Charles and llochccliffo, that he should go to 
visit his uncle Everard in the county of Kent, and, by sho^^ing 
liimself there, obviate any cause of buapi(Mon which might arise 
from his residence at Woodstock, and nmiove any pn^text for 
disturbing his father’s family on account of their harbouring one 
who had been so lately in arms. He had also undeiiakeii, at liih 
own great personal risk, to visit different points on the sea-coast, 
and ascertain the security of different places for providing ship- 
ping for the King’b leaving England. 

These elrciiiiistanct^s w^crc alike calculated to procure the* 
King’s safety, and facilitate his escape. I3ut Alice was tliereliy 
deprived of the preheiico of her bixither, who would liave bora 
her most wateliful guardian, but who had set down tlie King's 
light talk upon a former occasion to the gaiety of lus humour, and 
would have thought he had done hU sovereign great injustic*fs 
had he senously suspected him of such a breach of hospitality as 
a dishonourable pursuit of Alice would have implied. 

1'here were, however, twfi of the household at Woodstock, 
who appeared not so eiitiivjly reconciled witli Louis Kenieguy or 
his purposes. The one w'as Be vis, who seemed, from their first 
unfriendly rencontre, to liavc kept up a pique against their new 
guest, which no advances on the part of Charles were able to 
soften. If the page was by chance left alone with his young 
mistress, Bevis chose alw'^ays to be of the ]iurt\ ; came c1ob<* by 
Alice’s chair, and ^wlod audibly when the gallant drew near 
her. *Ht IS a pity, said the disguised Prince, " that your Bevis 
is not a bull-dog, tliat we might dub him a roundhead at once — 
Me is too handsome, too noble, too aristocratic, to nourisli those 
inhospitable prejudices against a poor houseless cavalier. 1 am 
convinced the spirit of Pym or Hampden lias transmigrated into 
the rogue, and continues to demonstrate his hatred against royalty 
and all its adliemits.” 

Alice would then reply, that Bevis was loyal in word and deed, 
and only partook her father’s prejudices against tlie Scots, which, 
she oould not but acknowledge, were tolerably strong. 

“ Nay, then,” said the supposed Loui^ " I must find some 
other reasoii, for I cannot allow Sir Bevis’s resentment to rest 
upon nationd antipathy. So we will suppose that some gallant 
cavaHer, who wended to the wars and never returned, has ^opt- 
ed thia shape to look back upon the haunts he left so unwillingly, 
and is jealons at seeing even poor Louis Kenieguy dnwing near 
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Co tlie lady of his lust aftectionn.” — Ho approached her chair a«( 
he apoke, and Bevie gave <»nc ol Ins deep grcmla. 

” In that eoHe, you had best keep your distance,” said Alice, 
laughing, ** for the bite of a dog, possessed by the gliost of a jea- 
InuB lover, cannot be very safe.” And the King carried on the 
dialogue in tlie same strain — which, while it led Alice to appre- 
hend nothing more serious than the apish gallantry of a fantastic 
bo} , certainly induced the supposed Louis Keriieguy to think that 
ho had made one of those conquests which often and easily tall to 
the share of sovereigns. Notuitlistandiug the acuteness of his 
apprehension, he uas not sufficiently aware that the Royal Road 
to female favour is only open to monarchs when they travel in 
gi'and costume, and that when they woo incognito, their path of 
('ourtbhip is liable to the same windings and ubstacleb which ob- 
struct the course of private individuals. 

There was, besides Bovis, another member of the family, who 
kept a look-out upon Louis Kerneguy, and with no friendly c}e. 
PliGsbe Mayflower, though her experience extended not beyond 
the sphere uf the village, yet knew the orld much better than 
her nnstrcHb, and besides she i^as five years older. More know- 
ing, she w'as more suspicious. Shu thought that odd-looking 
Scotch boy made more up to her young mistress than was proper 
for hiE condition of life ; and, moreover, that Alice gave him a 
little more encouragement than Parthenia would have afforded 
to any such Jack-a-daudy, in the absence of Argalus — for the 
volume treating of the loves of these celebrated Arcadians was 
then the favourite study of swains and damsels throughout merry 
Kugland. Entertaining such suspicions, Pheebe was at a loss 
how to conduct herself on the occasion, and yet resolved she 
would not see the slightest chance of the course of Colonel Eve- 
rard*B true love being obstructed, without attempting a remedy . 
She had a peculiar favour for Markliain herself ; and, moreover, 
he was, according to her phrase, as handsome and personable a 
young man as was in Oxfordshire ; and this Scottish searecrow 
was no more to bo compared to him than chalk was to cheese. 
And yet siie allowed that Master Gimigy had a wonderfully 
well-oiled tongue, and that such gallants were not to be despised, 
Wiiat was to be done I — slie had no facts to offer, only vagu& 
HUfl^idon ; and was afraid to speak to her mistress, whose kind- 
ness, great as it was^ did not, nevertheless encourage &mUi- 
aritv. 

She sounded Joceline ; but he was, die knew not why, so 
dfeefdy interested about this unlucky lad, and held his iroportEuice 
so high, that she could make no imprmion on him. To speak 
to the old knight, would have been to raise a general tempest. 
The worthy <£aplain, who was, at Woodstock, grand referee on 
all dh^futed mattcrsi would have been the damsd’s most natural 
resoeroo, for he was peaceful as well as moral by prafisssioD, and 
poUde by pnetiM. But it bappraed he had given Phosbe unin- 
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tc^ntlonal ofTence by speaking of bor under the classical epithet 
of Huftica Fidele, the which epithet, as she understood it not, she 
held herself bound to resent as contumelious, and declaring she 
was not fonder of a fiddle than other folk, had ever Rince hhun- 
ned all intercourse with Dr. Rochechife which slie could easily 
avoid. 

Master Tomkins was always coming and going about the house 
under various pretexts ; but ho was a roundhead, and she wo«> 
too true to tho cavaliers to introduce buy of the enemy as parties 
to tlieir internal discords ; besides, he had talked to Phuebe her- 
self iu a manner which induced her to decline everything in the 
sliape of familiarity with linn. Lastly, Cavaliero Wildrake might 
have been consulted ; but Phoebe had her own reasons for say- 
ing, as she did with somo eniphahis, that Cavaliero Wildrake wais 
an impudent London rake. At lengtli she resedved to commuin 
eatc her suspicions to the party having most interest in verifying 
or confuting them. 

I’ll let Master Markham Everard know, that there is a wasp 
bu/zing about his honey-comb,” said Pha^be ; " and, moreover, 
that I know that this young Scotch Seape-gracc shifted himself 
out of a woman’s into a man’s dress at Goody Green’s, and gave 
Goody Green’s Dolly a gold-piece to say notliing'abont it ; and 
110 more she did to any one but me, and she knows best herself 
wliether she gave change fur the gold or not — but Master Lcmis 
is a saucy jackanapes, and like enough to ask it” 

Three or four days elapsed while matters continued in this 
condition — ^tho disguised Prince sometimes thinking on the in- 
trigue which Fortune seemed to have thrown in his way for his 
amusement, and taking advantage of such opportunities as oc- 
curred to increase his intimacy with Alice Lee ; but much oftener 
harassing Dr. RocheclilFo with questions about tlie possibility oi 
escape, which the good man finding himself unable to answer, 
secured his leisure against royal importunity, by retreating into 
the various unexplorra recesses of the Lodge, known perhaps only 
to himself, who had been for nearly a score of yeaiw employed in 
writing the Wondbn of Woodstock. 

It chanced on the fourth day, tliat some trifling circumstance 
had called the knight abroad ; and he had left the young Scots- 
man, now familiar in the family, along with Alice, in the parlour 
of Victor Lee. Thus situated, he thought the time not nnpropi- 
tiouB for entering upon a strain of gallantry, of a kind wliich 
might be called experimental, such as is practi^ by the Croats 
in skirmishings when they keep bridle in hand, ready to attack 
the enemy, or canter off witiibut coming to dose quarters, as 
circumstances may recommend. After using for nearly ten mi- 
nutes a sort of metaphysical jargon, which mighty aomding to 
Alice’s pleasure, have been mterprated either into gallantry, or 
the language of serious pretension, and when he sufipooed her 
engaged in finhoaiimg his meaning he had the mortification to 
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Hiiti, by a tunglc* and brief question, that he had been totally un- 
attended to, and that Alice a as thinking on anything at the mo- 
ment rather than the sense of what he had been sa\iug. She 
asked him if he could tell what it was u'elock, and this with an 
uir of real curiosity concerning tlie lapse of timo, w'hich put co- 
quetry wholly out (»f the question. 

1 will go look at the sundial, Mistress Alice,'* said the gal- 
lant, rising and colouring, through a sense of the contempt with 
which he thought hiniscli treated. 

You will do me a })leasure. Master Kerneguy,'" said Alice, 
without the least consciousness of the indigiiatiun she liad ex- 
cited. 

Master Louis Kei'ncgu} left the room accordingly, not, how- 
ever, to piHicure the iiifonuatiun required, but to \cnt his anger 
and inortiheatioii, and to sw'car, with more serious purpose than 
he had dared to do hclore, that Alice bhoiild me her insolence, 
liood-iiatured ns he was, he was still a piince, unaccustomed to 
coutradiction, far less to contempt, and his sclf-pride ftdt, for tin* 
moment, wounded to tlio quick. With a hasty su^p he plunged 
into the Chase, only rcnicmhoring his own safety so fur as to 
choose the deeper and sequestered avenues, where, walking on 
witli the speedy and active step, which his recovery from fatigue 
now permitted him to exercise according to his wont, ho solaced 
las angry ])ur|)oses, by devising schemes of revenge on the insu- 
Iciit country coquette, from which no cunsidcratiou of hospitality 
WHS ill future to })a\e weight enough to save her. 

Tho irritated gallant passed 

**Tho diol-Btoue, ngod and green,” 

without deigning to ask it a single question ; nor could it liave 
satihiied his curiosity if lie had, for no sun happened to shine at 
like moment. Me then liastened forward, muffling himself in his 
( loak, and assuming a stooping and sloucliing gait, which dimi- 
iiislied hiB apparent height. He was soon invedved in the deep 
and dim alleys of the wood, into which he had insensibly plunged 
iiuiiself, and w as traversing it at a great rate, without having any 
distinct idea in what direotioii he was going, when suddenly his 
course was arrested, first by a loud hallo, and then by a sum- 
mons to stand, accompanied by what beemod still more startiiug 
and extraordinary, the touch of a cane upon his diouldor, im- 
posed in a good-humoured hut somewliat imperious manner. 

There were few symptoms of recognition which would liave 
Iteen welcome at this moment ; but the appearance of the person 
who had thus arrested his course, was least of all that he could 
have anticipated as timely or agreeable. When he turned, on 
reemvioff tim signal, he beheld himself close to a yomm man, 
nearly, flue feet in height, well made in Joint and lunb, but the 
g»vi^ of whosB a|^|»rel, although handsome and gentiemanlike, 
and a sort of preenson in his habit, from the cieannen and atiff- 
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ness of his band to the unsullied purity of his SpaniHh-Icatlicr 
bhoes, bes]K)ke a love of onler winch ^as fureif^i to the iinpovc- 
ribbed and vanquished cavalicrH, and pritper to the habits oi tliofec 
of tlio victorious party^ ulio could afford to dress thcniselvcs 
liaiidhonicly ; and whose rule — ^that is such as regarded the higher 
and more respectable clashCb — eiijoiiied decency and bohrietv of 
garb and deportment. There was }ot another wciglit against 
the Piiiice in the scale, and one still more charactiTistic of the 
mequahtv in the coinparisou, under which he seemed to labour. 
Tliore was btrengtli in the muscular form of the stranger wholiad 
brought him to this involuntary jiariey, authority and determi- 
nation in his brow , a long rapier on tho left, and a poniard or 
dagger on the nglit bide of his belt, and a jiair of pistols stuck 
into It, w Inch w ould have bec'n sufticient to give the unknow'n the 
advantage, (Louis Kerneguy having no weapon but his bword.) 
even luul Ins personal strength approached nearer than it did to 
tliat oi the person by whom he was thus suddenly stopped. 

bitterly regretting the thoughtless fit of passion that brought 
him into his pi'esent situation, but cbpecially the want of the pis- 
tols he liad left behind, and which do bo much to place bodily 
bti'engtli and vveakiiesH upon an equal footing, Charles yet availed 
himbclf of the courage and pi*eseueu of mind, in winch few of his 
unfortunate family had for centuries been deficient. Ho stood 
firm and witliout motion, his cloak still wrapped round the lower 
]>art of his face, to give time for explanation, in case he was mis- 
taken for bonie other perhon. 

Thi') coolness produced its effect; for tho other party said, 
with doubt and burprisc on Ins part, " Joceliiie Joliffe, is it not 1 
— if I know nut Joccliue Juliffe, 1 should at least know my own 
cloalf.'* 

•* 1 am not Joceline Joliffe, ab 30 U may sec, sir,’* said Keme- 
guy, calmly, drawing himbclf erect to show the difference of size, 
and dropping the cloak from his face and person. 

“ Indeed replied tlie btraiiger, in burprise ; " then. Sir Un- 
known, 1 liave to express my regret at having used my cane in 
intimating that I wished you to stop. Fi’om that dress, which 1 
certainly recognise for my own, I concluded you roubt be Jooe- 
Ime, in whose custody 1 had left my habit at Lodge.’* 

If it liad been Joceline, sir,” replied the supposed Kerneguy , 
with perfect composure, " met^nku you should not have struck 
so hard.” 

The oilier party was obviously confused by the steady^ calm- 
ness with which he was encountered. The sense of pemteness 
dictated, in the first place, an iqiolos^ for a mistake, when he 
thought he had been tolerably certain of tlie person. Master 
Kerneguy was not in a situation to be puiictilious ; he bowed 
gravely, as ludicatiiig his acceptance of the excuse ofibrecL then 
turned, and walked, as be conceived, towards the Lodge ; thougli 
be had teavefied woods which were cut with vanous alleys 
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in different directions, too hastil^r to be certain of the real conrse 
which he wished to pursue. 

He was much embamiBsed to find that this did not get him nd 
of the companion whom he had thus involuntarily acquired. 
Walked he slow, walked he fast, his friend in the genteel but 
puritanic habit, strong in person, and well armed, as we have 
described him, seemed determined to keep him company, and, 
without attempting to join, or enter into conversation, never suf- 
fered him to outstrip his surveillance for more than two or three 
yards. The Wanderer mended his pace ; but, although he was 
then, in his youth, as afterwards in his riper age, one of the Lest 
walkers in Britain, the stranger, without advancing his ]>ace to a 
run, kept fully equal to him, and his persecution became so close 
and constant, and inevitable, that the pride and fear of Charles 
were both alarmed, and he began to think tliat, whatever the 
danger might be of a singlo-lianded rencontre, he would never- 
theless have a better bar^n of this tall satellito if tlicy settled 
the debate betwixt them in the forest, tlian if they drew near any 
place of habitation, where the man in authority was likely to find 
friends and concurrents. 

Betwixt anxiety, therefore, vexation, and anger, Charles faceil 
suddenly round on bis pursuer, as they reached a small narrow 
glade, which led to the littlo meadow over which presided tlic 
King’s Oak, the ragged and scathed branches and gigantic trunk 
of which formed a vista to the little wild avenue. 

“ 1^,” said he to hw pursuer, “ you have already been guilty 
of one piece of impertinence towards me. You have apologised ; 
and knowing no reason why you should distinguish me os an object 
of incivility, I have accepted your excuse without scruple. Is 
there any thing remains to bo settled betwixt us, which causes 
you to follow me in this manner 1 If so, 1 shall be glad to make 
it a subject of explanation or satisfaction, as the case may admit 
of. I think you can owe me no malice ; for I never saw yon 
before to my knowledge. If you can give any gooi reason for 
asking it, 1 am willing to render you personal satisibetiun. If 
your purpose is merely impertinent curiosity, I let you know that 
I will not suffer myseff to be dogged in my private walks by any 
one.” 

** When I recognise my own cloak on another man’s shonlders,” 
rmlied the stranger, dryly, methinks I have a natural right to 
foBow and see w&t becomes of it ; for know, sir, though 1 have 
been mistaken as to the wearer, yet 1 am confident I li^ as good 
a ri|^t to stretrii my cane acro» the cloak you are muffled in, as 
etur had any one to brush his own garments. If, therefore, we 
■are to be friends, 1 must ask, for instance, how you oamo by that 
eloik, and where you are witli it t I shall otiierwiae make 

bold to atop you, as one who has soffletent oemmisrion to do so.” 

«01i, uniMpy eloak,” toought the Wanderer, "ay, and thriee 
iadiii|Ppy the fiuafanoy that sent me here with it wrapped around 
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my none, to pick quarreln and attract obnervation, when quiet and 
secrecy were peculiarly essential to my safety ! ** 

^ If you will allow me to guess, sir,'’ continued the stranger, 
who was no other than l^larkham Everard, " I will convince you 
that your are hotter known than you think for.'* 

** Now, Heaven forbid ! ” prayed the party addressed, in silenee, 
but with as much devotion as ever he applied to a prater in his 
life. Yet even in this moment of extreme urgency, his courage* 
and composure did not fail ; and he recollected it was of the ut- 
most importance not to seem startled, and to answer so as, if pos- 
sible, to lead the dangerous companion with whom he had met, 
to confess the extent of his actual knowledge or suspicions con- 
cerning him. 

"If you know me, sir,” he said, " and are a gentleman, as your 
appearance promises, you cannot be at a loss to discover to what 
accident you must attribute my wearing these clothes, which you 
say are yours.” 

" Oh, sir,” replied Colonel Everard, his wrath in no sort tiime<l 
away by the mildness of the stranger's answer — " we liave learned 
oui* Ovid’s Metamorphoses, and wo know for what [rurposcs young 
men of quality travel in disguise — we know that even female 
attire is resorted to on certain occasions — We have heard of Ver- 
tumnus and Pomona.” 

The Monarch, as he weighed these words, again uttered a de- 
vout prayer, that this ill-looking affair miglit have no deeper root 
than the jealousy of some admirer of Alice Lee, promising to him- 
self, that, devotee as he was to the fair sex, he would make no 
scruple of renouncing the fairest of Eve’s daughters in order to 
get out of the present dilemma. 

"Sir,” he said, "you seem to be a gentleman. 1 have no 
objection to tell yon, as such, tliat 1 also am of that claw/’ 

" Or somewhat higher, perhaps 1” eud Everard. 

" A gentleman,” replied Charl^ " is a term which compre- 
hends all ranks entitled to armorial bearings — A duke, a lord, a 
prince, is no moire than a gentleman ; and if in misfortune, as I 
am, he may be gla<l if that general tenn of courtesy is allowed 
him.” 

" Sir,” replied Everard, " I have no purpose to entrap you to 
any ae^owfedment fatal to your own safety. Nor do 1 hold it 
my businen to be active in the arrest of private individuals, whose 
perverted sense of national duty may Kave led them into errors, 
rather to be pitied than punished by candid men. But if those 
who have blight civil war and dusturbance into their native 
country, prooeed to carry diriionour and disgrace into the boeom 
of families— if they attempt to carry on their private debaucheries 
to ^ injury of the hospitable roofs which afford them refuge 
from the eonsbqucnces of their public Crimea, do you think, my 
lord, that we shall bear it with patience 1” 

"If it is your purpose to qoaiTel with me/’ aaid the Prince^ 
" speak it ont at once like a gentleman. Yon have the advau- 
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tage, DO doubt, of arms ; but it is not that odds wliich 'will induro 
me to fly from a single man. If, on the other hand, you arc dis- 
posed to hear reasou, 1 toll you iii calm words, tliat 1 neither 
suspect the offence to which 30U allude, nor comprehend ahy 
you give me the title of my Lord.” 

“ You deny, then, being the Lord Wilmot ?” said E\crard. 

I may do so most safely,” said the l*i*ince. 

‘‘ Perhaps you rather stylo yourself Earl of Rochester ? We 
heard tliat the issuing of some such patent by tlie King of Scots 
was a step which your ambition proposed.” 

“ Neither lord nor cai'l am I, as sure as I have a Christian 
soul to be saved. My name is” 

“ Do not degrade yourself by unnecessary falsehood, my lord ; 
and that to a single man, who, 1 promise you, will not invoke 
public justice to assist liis own gcM>d sword shi»uld he sco cause 
to use it. Can you look at that ring, and dcii\ that you are Lord 
Wilmot 1” 

He handed to the disguised Prince a ring which ho took from 
his purse, and his opponent instantly knew it fur the same he had 
dropped into Alice's pitcher at the fountain, obeying only, though 
imprudently, the gallantry of the moment, in gi\ ing a pretty gem 
to a liandsumc girl, whom he had accidentally f lightened. 

I know the ring,” he said ; it has been 111 my possession. 
How it should prove me to be Lord Wilmot, T cannot conceive ; 
and beg to say, it beai-s falhe witness against me.” 

^ Y’ou shall see the evidence,” axiswci'ed Everard ; and, resum- 
ing tho ring, he pressed a spring ingeniously contrived in tlie 
odiet of tho setting, on which the stone flew back, and shewed 
within it the cipher of Lord Wilmot beautifully engraved in 
miniature, with a coronet. “ What say you now, sir 1 ” 

" That probabilities are no proofs,” said the Prince ; " there is 
nothing here save what can be easily accounted for. I am tlie 
son of a Scottish nobleman, who was mortally wounded and made 
prisoner at Worcester flght. When he took leave, and bid mo 
lie nie tho few valuables he possessed, and that among 
others. I have heard him talk of having changed rings with 
Lord Wilmot, on somo occasion in Scotland, but 1 never knew 
the trick of tlie gem which you have shown me.” 

In this it may be necessary to say, Charles spoke very truly ; 
nor would he have parted with it in the wi^ he did, had he sus- 
peeted it would be easily reoogiiised. He proceeded after a 
minute’s pause : — “ Once more, sir — I have told you much that 
oonoenu my safety — if you are generous, you will let me pass, and 
1 may do you on some future day as good service. If you mean to 
anteet mo von must do so here^ and at your own peril, for 1 will 
neither walk &rther your way, nor permit you to dog me on mine. 
If you let me pass, I will thank you ; if not, take to your wei^pon.” 

^ Young gmxtlemaxi,” aaid Cdonel Everard, " whether yon be 
aotually toe gay young nobleman for whom 1 took you, you have 
made me unoertain ; bu^ intimate as you say your Iwiily has 
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been with him, I have little doubt that you are proficient in the 
mshool of debauchery, of wliich Wihnot and Yiliicrs arc profeH- 
and their hopeful Master a graduated student. Your con- 
duct at Woodstock, where you have rewarded the hospitality of 
the family by meditating the most deadly wound to tlieir honour, 
has proved } ou ton apt a scholar in such an academy. I intended 
milv to warn you on this subject — it will be your own fault if 1 
add ehastiseinoiit to admonition.*’ 

t( Warn me, sir I” said the Prince indignantly, " and chastise- 
incut ( Tliis is presuming more on myiiatience than is consistent 
with }our own safety — l)raa, sir.” — So saying, he laid his Imiul 
on his s\sor(l. 

“ My religion,” saidEverard, “ forbids me to bo rash in shed- 
tiing blood — fro home, sir — be wihc — consult the dictates of honour 
as well as prutleiicf'. llespect the honour of the House of Lee, 
and know there is one nearly allied to it, by w'hom your motions 
will be called to severe account.” 

“ Alia !” hai<l the Prince, with a bitter laugh, “ I see tho whole 
matter now — wo have our rfmud-hcaded Colonel, our puritan 
cousin before us — tlie man of texts and morals, whom Alice Lee 
laughs at so hc'artily. If your religion, sir, prevents you from 
giving satisfaction, it should prevent you from offering insult to 
a person of honour.” 

The pasMons of both were now fully up — they drew mutually, 
and began to fight, the Colonel relinquishing the advantage lie 
could liave obtained by the use of his fire-arms. A thrust of tho 
arm, or a slip of tlie foot, might, at tlic moment, have changed 
the destinies of Britain, when the arrival of a third party broke 
off the combat. 


CHAPTER XXV. 

Stav— for the Kins Iibh thrown fau warder down 

Bichuftl ll 

The comliatants, whom wc left engaged at the end of tho last 
chapter, made mutual passes at each other with apparently equal 
skill and courage. Charles had been too often in action, and too 
long a party as well as a victim to civil war, to find any tiling 
new or surprising in being obliged to defend himself with his own 
hands : and Everard had been distin^ished, as well for his per- 
sonal bravery, as for the other properties of a commander. But the 
arrival of a third party prevented the tragic eondnsion of a com- 
bat in which the success of either party must have given him 
much cause for regretting his victory. 

It was the old might himself, who arrived, mounted upon a 
forest pony, for the war and sequestiation had left him no steed 
of a more ^gnSfied description. He thnist himself between the 
combatants, and commanded them on their lives to hold. So 
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soon as a glance from one to the other had ascertained to him 
whom he had to deal with, he demanded, Whedicr the devils 
of Woodstock, whom folk talked about, had ^t posaesEuon of them 
both, that they were tilting at each other within the verge of the 
royal liberties 1 Let me tell both of you,’* he said, ^ tlut while 
old Henry Leo is at Woodstock, the immunities of the Park shall 
be maintained as much as if the King were still on the throne. 
None shall fight duellos here, excepting the stags in their season. 
Put up, both of you, or 1 sliall lug out as thirdsiiian, and prove per- 
haps the worst devil of tlic three ! — As Will says — 

*ril 80 maul YOU and your tooKtlnK-iroiii, 

That you Bh«ill think the duvd hoi come from hell ' " 

The combatants desisted from their encounter, but stood look- 
ing at each other sullenly, as men do in such a situation, each un- 
williii" to seem to desire peace more than tlie other, and averse 
therefore to be the first to sheathe his sword. 

Return your weapons, gentlemen, upon the spot,” said tlic 
knight yet more peremptorily, “ one and l>oth of you, or you will 
have something to do with me, 1 promise you. You may be 
thankful times are changed. 1 have known them such, that 
your insolence might have cost each of you your right hand, if 
not redeemed w*ith a round sum of raoiic} . Nephew^ if yon do 
not mean to alienate me for ever, 1 command you to put u]). — 
Master Kemeguy, tou are my guest. I re^uebt of you not to 
do me the insmt of remaining with your sword drawn, whero it 
IS mv duty to see peace observed.** 

\ obey you. Sir Henry,** said the King, sheathing his rapier 
— ^ I hardly indeed know wherefore 1 was assaulted by this 
gentleman. 1 assure you, none respects the King’s perbon or 
]irivilegeB more than myself — though the devotion is somewhat 
out of fashion.” 

“We may find a place to meet, sir,** replied Kverard, “ where 
neither tlie royal person nor privileges can be offended.” 

“ Faith, very hardly, sir,” said diaries, unable to suppress the 
rising jest — i mean, tlie King has so few' followers, that the loss 
of the least of them might be some small damage to him ; but, 
risking all tliat, 1 will meet you wdierever there is fair field for 
a poor eavah^ to get off in safety, if lie has the luck in fight’* 

Sir Henry Lee's first idea had been fixed u]ion the insult offered 
to the royal demesne ; he now began to turn them towards tlie 
safety of his kinsman, and of the young royaJis^ as he deemed 
him« " Gentlemen,** he said, “ 1 must insist on this busness 
he^ pot to a final end. Nephew Markliam, is this your return 
for my eondeecensioD in cemnng back to Woodstock on your war- 
rant that you sliould take an opportunity to cut the tKmt of my 
guest t” 

If you knew hw purpose as wdl as 1 do,” — said Markham, 
and then paiised^ oonscious that he might only incense his uncle 
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without coiivincinpr him, as any thing ho might say of Ki'megiiy’a 
addrosacR to Alice waa likely to be imputed to his own jealoun 
buspicLons — he hiuked on tlie ground, therefore, and was silent. 

" And you, Master Kemoguy,” naid Sir Henry, " can you give 
me any reason w hy > ou seek to lake the life of this young man, 
in whom, though unhappily forgetful of his loyalty and dut}, I 
must yot take some interest, as uiy nepheiv by affinity 

** I was not aware the gentleman enjoyed that honour, which 
certainly would have protected him from my sword,*’ answered 
J\erncguy. “ But the quarrel is his ; nor can I tell any reason 
why he fixed it upon me, unless it were the difiereiice of our 
political opinions.” 

" You know' the contrary,” said Everard ; " you know that I 
told you you were safe from me as a fugitive royalist — and your 
last words showed you were at no loss to guess my connexion 
w itli Sir Henry. That, indeed, is of little consequence. 1 should 
debase mysoll did I use the relationship as a means of protection 
from you, or any <»iie.” 

As tiiey thus disputed, neither choosing to approach the real 
cause of quarrel, Sir Henry looked from the one to the other, 
with a peace-making countenance, exclaiming — 

— — ** ' Wliy, what an intncato impiach w tUw ** 

1 think juu both have drunk nt Circo'a vup ’ 

Come, my young masters, allow an old man to mediate between 
you. 1 am not ahortsighU*d in such raotfors — The mother of mis- 
chief is no bigger tlian a gnat's wing; and I have known lilty 
instances m uiy own day, wlien,aft Will says — 

•OftMontu have been confronted hardily, 

III unjjlcopiraMtion, hand to hand,' 

ill which, after the field was fought, no one could remembCT the 
pn uR fl of quarrel.r— Tush ! a small thing will do it— the taking of 
the wall — or the gentle rub of the shoulder in passing each other, 
OP a hasty word, or a misconceived gesture — Come, forget your 
cause of quarrel, be what it will — ^you have had your breatliing, 
and though you put up your rapiers unbioodied, that was no 
deiault of yours, but by command of your elder, and ono who Iiad 
right to use authority. In Malta, where the duello is punctili- 
ously well understood, the persons engaged in a single combat 
aro bound to halt on the command of a knight, or priest, or lady, 
and tlie quarrel so interrupted is held as honourably teimii*atea, 
and may not be revived* — Nepliew, it is, I think, iniposrible that 
you can nourish spleen against this young gentleman for ha^ng 
fought for his king. Hear my honest proposal, Markham— You 
know I hear no malicr, though I have some reason to be ofiTended 
with you — Give the young man your hand in friendship, ai^ we 
will back to the>4A)dge, all three together, and drink a cup of sack 
in token of reooncihation.” 
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Markham Everard found himself unable to resist this approarh 
towards kindness on liia uncle’s part. He suspected, indeed, wliat 
was partly the truth, that it was not entirely from reviving good- 
will, but also, that his uncle thought, by such attention, to secure 
his neutrality at leiK^it, if not his assistance, fur the safety of tbo 
fugitive royaliit, lie was sensible that he was placed 111 an awk- 
ward predicament ; and that he might incur the suspicions of hit» 
own party, for liolding intercourse even with a near relation, wli(» 
liarboured such guests. But, on the oilier hand, he thought liis 
services to the Commonwealth had been of sufficient iini>ortancc 
to outweigh whati'ver envy might urge on that topic. Indeed, 
although the Civil War liad divided families much, and in many 
various ways, yet when it seemed ended by the triuTn]ili of the 
rejmblicaiis, the rage of jinlitical liulrcd began to relent, and the 
ancient ties of kindred and fneiidship regained at least a part of 
their former infi nonce. Many reunions were formed ; and tlmso 
who, like Evei'ard, adhered to the con(|ueriiig ]»arty, often exerted 
themselves for the protection of th<‘ir deserted relatives. 

As these things rushed through his mind, accompanird with 
the prospect of a renewed iiiterconrse witli Alice Lee, by ineaiis 
of which be might be at hand to proU'Ct her against c>er^ chance, 
either of injury or insult, he held out lii^ hand to the supposetl 
Scottish page, sa>mg at the same time, ^ That, fur his part, he 
was very ready to torget the cause of quarrel, or rather, to con- 
sider it as arising out of a luiBapprehensioii, and to offer Master 
Keriieguy such friendshi]) os might exist between honourable 
men, w*ho had einbi^aced different sides in politics.*’ 

Unable to overcome the feeling of personal dignity, which 
prudence recommended to him to forget, Louis Kenicgu> in 
return bowed low-, but without accepting Evei'ard’s proffered 
liand. 

He had no occasion,” he said, " to make any exertions to 
forget the cause of quarrel, for ho had never been able to cuni- 
preheud it ; but as he had not fdiiinned tlie gentleman's resent- 
ment, so he w'as now willing to embrace and return any degree 
of his favour, w ich wrliich he might be pleased to honour him.” 

Everard withdrew bis hand with a smile, and bowed in return 
to the saltttatioii of the page, whose stiff reception of his ad- 
vances he imputed to the proud pettisli disposition of a Sooteh 
boy, tnuned up in extravagant ideas of family consequence and 
personal importance, which his acquaintance witlt the world hail 
not yet been sufficient to dispel. 

Sir Henry Lee, delighted with the termination of the quarrel, 
which he supposed to be in deep deference to his own authorit}', 
and not displeased with the opportunity of renewing some ac- 
quaintance with his nephew, who had, notwithstanding his po- 
utW demSErlte^ a wai-mer interest in his affections than he was, 
peiMps, IdsDSelf aware of, said, in a tone of confiolation, ** Never 
DO ttorl&fied, young gentlemen. I protest it went to my heart 
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to part >ou, when I saw you stretchinz yourselves so hand- 
somely, and in fair love of honour, without any malicious or 
blood-thirsty thouglits. I promise you, liad it not been for my 
duty as Ranger here, and sworn to the office, I would ratheV 
have been your umpii'C than your hindcrance. — But a finished 
quarrel is a forgotten quarrel ; and your lilting should have no 
further conbO(|uencc excepting the appetite it may have given 
you.” 

So saying, he urged forward his pdny, and moved in triumph 
towards the Lodge by the ncarcht aUey. llis feet ahnost touching 
the ground, the ball of his toe just resting in the stirrup, — ^the 
forcjuiii: of the thigh brought round to the saddle, — ^the heels 
turned out\\ards, and sunk as much as possible, — his body pre- 
cisely erect, — the reins properly and systematically divided in 
hib left hand, Ins right holding a riding-rod diagonally point- 
ed towards the horse's left car, — he Hcciiied a cliamuiuii of the 
menage, lit to have rein<>d Buccplialus himself. His youthful 
companions, who attended on either hand like equerrich, could 
facarc<‘ suppress a sniih* at the completely adjusted and syste- 
matic posture of the ndor, continstod with the i^ild and diminu- 
tive appearance of the pony, witli its shaggy coat, and long tail 
and mane, and its kf'Cii eyes Ki>arkliiig like red coals from 
amongst tlic mass of hair which fell over its small countenance. 
If the reader has the Duke of New castle's book on horseman- 
ship, (tplcndida mohif *) he may have some idea of the figure of 
the good knight, if ho can conceive such a figure as one of the 
cavaliers there rcprchOiitc<l, seated, in all the graces of Ins art, on 
a Welsh or Exmoor pony« in its native savage state, without 
grooming or discipline of any kind ; the ridicule being greatly 
enliauced by the disproportion of size betwixt the animal and its 
rider. 

Perhapb the knight saw Ihcir wonder, for tlic first words he 
said after they left the ground were, “ Pixie, though small, is 
mettlesome, geutlenien,” (here he contrived that Pixie should 
himhclf corroborate tlic assertion, by executing a gambade,) — 
**he is diminutive, but full of spirit; — indeed, save that 1 am 
somewhat too large for an elfin horbcmaii,” (the knight was up- 
wards of six feet high,) 1 should remind myself, wl^n 1 mount 
him, of the Fairy Kiig, as described by Mike Drayton : — 

* Hiiawlf he on an eor-wig wt. 

Yet Bcarcc upon liu back could get. 

So ott and high he did curvet^ 

£re he huoaclf did wttle. 

He made him itop, and tam, and boand. 

To gallopi, and to trot the round. 

He acansv could stand on onj around. 

He was so iuii of mettle.' " 

"My old friend. Pixie,” said Everard, stroking the pofiy^ 
neck, " 1 am glad that be has survived all these bustling days— • 
Pixie must lie above twenty years old, Sr Henry I” 
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^ Above twenty years, certainly. Yes, nephew Markham, war 
is a w'hirlwmd in a plantation, which only spares what is least 
worth leaving. Old Pixie and his old master have survived 
many a tall fellow, and many a great horso — ^neither of them 
good for much themselves. Yet, as Will says, an old man can do 
somewhat. So Pixie and 1 still stirvivo.” 

So saying, ho again conirned tliat Pixie should show some 
remnants of activity. 

“ Still survive 1” said the young Scot, completing the sentence 
which the good knight had h ft unfimshod — ay, still survive, 

* To witch tho world with noble horaomanship * ” 

Evemrd coloured, for he felt tho irony ; but not so his uncle, 
whose simple vanity never permitted him to doubt the sincerity 
of the compliment. 

Are you avised of that V* he said. In King James's time, 
indeed, I have appeared in the tilt-yard, and there you might 
have said — 


* You saw yonnq Harry with Inn heaver up ' 

As to seeing old Harry, why” Here the knight paused, and 

looked as a bashful man in labour of a pun — As to old Harry — 
why, you might as well see tho devu. You take me, Master 
Kerneguy — the devil, you know, is my namesake — ha — ha — ha ! 
— Cousin Everard, 1 hope your precision is not startled by an 
innocent jest 1” 

He was so delighted with the applause of both his companions, 
that he recited the whole of the celebrated passage referred to, 
and concluded with deifying the present age, bundle all its wits, 
Donne, Cowley, Waller, and the rest of them together, to produce 
a poet of a tenth part of the genius of old Will. 

" Why, we are said to have one of his descendants among us — 
Stv William D’Avenant,” said Louis Kerneguy; "and many 
think him as clever a fellow.” 

« What ! ” exclaimed Sir Henry* — Will D’Avenant, whom I 
knew in the North, an officer under Newcastle, when the Mar- 
quis lay before Hull f — ^why, he was an honest cavalier, and 
wrote good doggrel enough ; but how came ho a-kin to Wilt 
Sfaafcspeare, I trow 1” 

"Wh),” replied the young Scot, “by the surer side of the 
house, and after the old huluon, if D’Avenant speaks truth. It 
seems that his mother was a good-looking, laughing, buxom mis- 
tress of an inn between Stratford and London, at which WUl 
Shakspeare often quartered as he went down to his native town ; 
and that out of friendship and gosripred, as wo say in Scotland, 
Wm Shakspeare became godffither to Will D’Avenant ; and not 
oontenied with this spiritual affinity, the youn wr Will is for esta- 
bUahing some daim to a natural oiie,alleguig mt his mother was 
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a great admirer of wit, and there w'cro no bounds to her complai- 
sauce for men nf genius.’’*' 

"Out u)>uii the hound 1” baid Colonel Everard ; "would he 
purchase the reputation of descending from pf»et, or from j»rince, 
at the expense of Ins mother’s good fame ^ — his nose ought to be 
sht.” 

" That would bo djfficult,'* answered the disguised Prince, re- 
collecting the peculiarity of the bard’s counteiiauce.-f* 

" Will D'Avenaiit tiio son of Will Shahspeare !” aaid the 
knight, who had not jet recovered his sur|)risc at tin' enormitj 
of the pretension ; " wh> , it renimds mo of a verse in the puppet- 
show of Phaeton, where the hero complains to his mother — 

‘ Jlebidcs, bT all the villaifo bn>s I am ftlicim'd , 

You tho hun'b sun, jou. rascal, jou be d— *d ■’ t 

I never heard such unblushing assurance in my life ! — Will 
D'Avenaiit tlie son of the hrightcbt and best poet that ever was 
w, or will be* — But I crave yom* pardon, nejihew — You, 1 be- 
lieve, love no stage] days.” 

" Nay, I am not altogether so precise as you would make me, 
uncle. 1 have loved them perhaps too well in my time, and now 
I condemn them not altogether, or in gross, thodgh I ajipruve 
not their excesses and extravagances. — I cannot, even in Shaks- 
pearc, hut see many things ho& scandalous to decency and pre- 
judicial to good manners — many things which tend to ridicule 
virtue, or to recommend vice, — at least to mitigate the hideons- 
iiess of its fcatui'i'S. 1 cannot think these fine poems are an use- 
ful study, and especially for the youth of either sex, in w'hich 
bloodshed is puiiited out as the chief occupation of the men, and 
intrigue as the soI<{ employment of the women.” 

In making these ohservutions, Everard was simple enough to 
think that he was only giving his imcic an opportunity of defend- 
ing a favourite opinion, without offeudiug hmi by a contradiction, 
which was so limited and mitigab^l. But here, as on other oc- 
casions, he forgot how obstinate his uncle was in his views, whe- 
ther of religion, jiohey, or taste, and that it would bo as easy to 
convert him to the Presbyterian form of government, or engage 
him to take the abjuration oath, as to shake bis belief in Slmks- 
pearc. There was another peculiarity in the good knight’s mode 
of arguing, which Everard, being himself of a plain and down- 
right chsrocter, and ono whose religious tenets were in some de- 

V Thu goaripins tale u to be found in the variorum Shalcipcare D’Avenant 
did not muchmmd thTowins oat hints, in which he sacrificed his xnother^s cha- 
racter to his desire of being held a descendant from the adminble bhakspeorc 

t D'Avenaat actnally wanted the noee, the foundation of many a Jest of the 
day. 

t We ofaeerre this conplet in Fielding's farce of TYcmhZr'-doim-XW’cXc. founded 
on the same ri—lfiftl atoiv As it was current in the time of the Common- 
wmdth, it must have nacned the antlmr of Tom Joms by tiudilkm— 4br no we 
will supect the present author of makiiig the anachfOBUBi. 
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i;rec unfavourable to tlie suppresnions and Bimulations often nsed 
m Bocioty, c»u 1 d iiover perfectly understand. Sir ileury, seiisiblo 
of his natural heat of temper, was wont senipiilously to guard 
against it, and would for some time, when in fact much offended, 
conduct a debate xsitli all the external appearance of composuro, 
till the violence of his feelings would rise so high as to overcome 
and boar awa} the artificial barriers opposed to it, and rush down 
upon the adxersary with accumulating wrath. It thus frequently 
happened, tliat, like a wily old general, he retreated in the face* 
of his disputant in good order and by degrees, with so moderato 
a degree of resistaiiee, as to draw on his antagoiiist's pursuit to 
the spot, where, at length, making a sudden and unexpected at- 
tack, witii liorse, foot, and artillery at once, lu* seldom failed to 
confound the enemy, though he might not overthrow' him. 

It was on this principle, therefore, that, hearing Everard’s last 
observation, lie disguised his angry feelings, and answered, witli 
a tunc where jiolitisiess w'as called in to keej) guard iqion passion. 

That undoubtedly tlie Presbyterian gentrj liad given, through 
the whole of these iinliapp} times, sueli proofs of an humble, uii- 
aspiriiig, and unambitious desire of the pulilic good, as entitled 
tlieni to general credit for the smeerity of those very strong 
scruples which they entertained against work-^, in winch the no- 
blest sentiments of religion and virtue, — Beiitimeiits which might 
convert hardened sinners, and be placed with propriety in the 
mouths of dying saints and martyrs, — happened, from Uie rude- 
ness and coarse taste of the times, to bo mixed with some broad 
jests, and similar matter, whieh lay not much in tlie way, except- 
ing of those xvlio painfully sought such stuff out, that they miglil 
1180 it m vilify iiig what was iu itself deserving of the highest ap- 
plause. liut w'liat he wished especially to know from his nephew 
was, w hether any of those gifted men, w Iio had expelled tlie learned 
scholars and dei^p divines of the Church of England from the 
pulpit, and now flourished in their stead, receixed any inspira- 
tion from the muses, (if he might use so profane a term witliout 
offence to Colonel Everard,) or whether tiny wore not as sottishly 
and brutally avei'se from elegant letters, as they were from hu- 
manity and common sense i” 

Colonel Everard might have gueased, by the ironical tone in 
which this speech w'as delivered, what storm xx'as mustering 
within bin uncle's bosom — nay, he might have conjectured the 
state of the old knight's feelings from liis cuipluisis on tlie word 
Colonel, by which epithet, as that which most connected liis 
nephew with the party he hated, ho never distinguished Everard, 
unless when Ins wrath w'as rising ; while, on the contrary, when 
disposed to on good terms with him, be usually called him 
Kinsman, or Nepiiew Markham. Indeed, it was under a partial 
sense that this was the case, and in the hope to see his cousin Alice, 
that the Golunel forbore making any answer to the harangne of 
ilia unde, which had concluded just as the old knight bad alighted 
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at the door of the Lodge^ and was entering the hall, followed by 
lua two attendaiitb. 

Ph(x?ho at the buine time made her appearance in the hall, and 
received ordera to bring fiomc “ beverage*' for tin* gentlemen. 
The Hebe of Wuodstoek failed not to recognise and welcome 
Everard by an almost iinpen'optiblc eurtny; but she did not 
serve her interest, as she designed, w'ben she asked the knight, 
as a <pi('stioii t)f course, whether hc^eommaiided the attendance 
of MistroKs Alice. A stern was the decided reph ; and the 
ill-tinied interference seemed to increase liis jirevuuis irritation 
against Everard for his depreeiatiim of Slmks]»care. “ 1 would 
insist,” said Sir Henry, resuming the obnoxious subject, “were 
it tit fur a poor disbanded cavalier to use such a ]>lirase towards 
a coiiiiiiaiider of the coiiqueriug army, — ujmhi knowing whether 
the eoiivulsion w'hicli lias sent us saints and prophets without 
end, has not also aflbrded us a poet with enough both of gifts and 
grace to outshine poor old Will, the oraele and idol of us bliuded 
and carnal cavaliers 

“ Surely, sir,” replied Colonel E\erard, " 1 know verses writ- 
ten by a friend of the Common wealth, and those, too, of a drama- 
tic character, which, weighed in an impartial scalu^ might equal 
even the poetry of Sliakspeare, and which aie free fi-oin the fus- 
tian and iiidolicacy with which that gn^at banl was bomctimc'S 
content to feed the coarse appetites ol hia barbarous audience ” 

“ Indeed 1” said the knight, keeping down Ins wrath with dif- 
ficulty. I sliould like to be aeqiiuinted with this master-pus e 
of poetry! May w'o ask the name ot this di«<t^iii7iii4ied persou?” 

^ It must be Vicars, or Withers, at ieaM,*' sa.d the fingiied 
J*age. 

“ No, sir,” rcjilied Everard, “ nor Drummond of Hawlhomdeii, 
nor Lord Stirling neither And the verses will vindicate 
what 1 say, if ^ou will make allowance for iiulifierent recitation, 
for i am b<*ttcr accustomed to speak to a battalion than to those 
who ln\e the muses. The sp(‘aker is a lady benighted, who, hav- 
ing lost her way in a patliless forest, at first expresses h(>rsell 
agitated by the supernatural fears to which her situation ga\e 
rise,” 

" A play, too, and w'ritten by a roundhead author !” said bir 
Henry in surprise. 

“ A dramatic jiroduction at least,” replied his nephew , anti 
began to recite simply, but with feeling, the lines now so well 
known, but which ha<l then obtained no celebrity, the fame of 
tile author resting upon tlie basis rather of his polemical and 
Iiolitical publications, than on tlie poetry doomed in after days to 
support the eternal structure of Ins immortality. 

** * Theio thought*! may atartle, biit will not antonod 
The virtuous mind, that tver walkii nttcniled 
By a strong siding champiou, Cousciejice ' ** 

" Hy own opinion, nephew Markham, my own opinion,” said 
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Sir Henry, with a burst of admiration ; " better expressed, but 
just what I said when the scoundrelly roundheads pretended to 
'tee f^hosts at Woodstock — Go on, 1 prithee.*’ 

Everard proceeded ; — 

“ ‘ O itdcunic, puru-oTud Faith, irliiti' handed Hojic, 

Tliiiu ho\eiLfiK anKcl with n wings, 

And thuu nnhlciPisli'd furm of Cliastitj ' 

1 hi I* TO visibly, and now believe 

That lie the Supreme Good, to whom all things ill 

Are 1 1.* f' • 

Wo ■ ^1 ■ 11 .1 . -'i i . n.i* . lid were. 

To lccc]> my life and honour unassail'd — 

.iH I deceived, or did a sahlo cloud. 

Turn lurth her silver lining on the niuht*<*' 

The rest has escaped me,” said the reciter ; and 1 mar>el J 
liavo been able to remember so much.” 

Sir Henry J^ee, who had expected some eiTiision ^ery different 
from those classical and hcauUful hnes, soon changed the scorn- 
ful cxproHSion of his countenance, relaxed his contorted upper 
lip, and, stroking down his beard with his loft hand, rested the 
forefinger of the right upon lus eyebrow, m sign of profound at- 
tention. After Everard had ceased spetikiug, the old man sighed 
:is at the end of a strain of sweet music. He then spoke m a 
gentler niaiiiier than formerly. 

“ Cousin Markham,” he said, these verses flow' sweetly, and 
sound in my cars like the wcli-touchcd warbling of a lute. But 
thou knowest I am something slow of apprehending tho full 
meaning of that which I hear for the first time. Repeat me 
these verses again, slowly and deliberately; for 1 always love to 
hear poetry twice, the first time for sound, and the latter time 
for sense.” 

Thus encouraged, Everard rocited again the lines with more 
liardihood and bettor effect ; the knight distinctly understanding, 
and from his looks and motions, highly applauding them. 

Yes 1” he broke out, when Everard was agaiu silent — Yes, 
I do call that poetry — tliough it were even written by a Presby- 
tt'rian, or an Anabaptist either. Ay, there were good and righte- 
ous people to be found even amongst tlie offending tow'ns which 
were destroyed by fire. And certainly 1 have heard, though 
with litUo credence, (begj^g your pardon, cousin Everard,) 
that there are men among you who have seen Uie error of their 
ways in re^belling against the best and kindest of masters, and 
bzingittg it to that pass that ho was murdered by a gang yet 
fiercer than themselves. Ay, doubtless, the gentleness of spirit, 
and the purity of mind, which dictated those beautiful lines, has 
long ago taught a man so amiable to say, 1 have sinned, 1 have 
sinned. Yes, I doubt not so sweet a harp has been broken, even 
in remorse^ for the crimes he was witness to ; and now he sits 
drooping for the shame and sorrow of England^— all his noble 
rhymes, as Will says. 
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* Liko sweet bells jangled out of tune and harsh ' 

Dost thou not think so^ MoBtrr Kcrnc/i^y 

“ Not £, Sir Uenry/’ answered the page, somcwlmt malici- 
iiush . 

“ What, dost iiiit behove the author of those lines must needs 
he of the better file, and leaning to uur persuasion T’ 

“ 1 tliink, Sir Henry, that the poetrj qualifies the author to 
write a jilay on the subject of Dauie JVitiphar and her roeusant 
lover ; and as for his calling — that last metaphor of the eloiul in a 
black coat or cloak, with silver lining, would have dubbed him a 
tailor with me, only that 1 happen to know that he i<% a sehool- 
mastcr by proicssion, and by political ojiiiiioTis qualified to he 
Poet Laureate to Cromwell ; fur what Colonel Kvenu'd has re- 
peated with such unction, is the production of no less celehrati d 
a person tli.an John Milton/' 

“ Johu Milton I” exclaimed Sir Henry in abtoiiislimeiit- - 
“ What ' Jolm Milton, the blasphemous and bloody -iiniided author 
of the Dt'fnmo Popvli Antjlicam ' — ^the advocate of the infernal 
High Court of Fiends ; the creature and parasite of that grand 
impostor, that loathsome hypocrite, tliat detestable monster, that 
prodigy of the universe, that disgrace of mankind, that Iandhca|M^ 
of imquity, tliat siuli of sm, and that coinpondium of basencsis, 
Oliver Cromwell 

Even the same John Milton,"’ answered Charles ; school- 
master to httle boys, and tailor to the clouds, which ho turni'^hf's 
with suits of black, lined with silver, at no other expriisi* than 
that of common sense/’ 

^ Markham Everard,” said the old knight, 1 will never for- 
give thco — never, never. Thou hast made me speak words of 
praise respecting one whoso offal should fatten the region- 
kites. Speak not to me, sir, but begone ! Am 1, your kinsman 
and benefactor, a fit person to be juggled out of my commendation 
and eulogy, and brought to bedaub such a whitened sepulchre as 
the sophist Milton ?*’ 

1 profess,” said Evorard, tliis is hard measure, Sir Hciuy . 
You pressed me — ^you defied me, to produce poetry as good as 
Shakspearc’s. 1 only thought of the verses, not of the politico 
of Milton.” 

** Oh yes, sir,” replied Sir Henry, “ we well know your power 
of making distinctions ; you could make war against the lung’s 
prerogative, without having the least design against his person. 
Oh Heaven forbid ! But Heaven will hear and judge 3'ou. Set 
down the beverage, Pheehe” — (tliis was added by way of naren- 
thesis to Phoabc, who entered with refreshment ) — " Colonel Evo- 
nrd is not thirsty. — You have wiped your mouths, and said yon 
have done no evil. Bat though you have deceived man, yet God 
yon cannot deceive. And you shall wipe no lips in Woodstock, 
either after meot or drink, I promise you.” 
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Chargrd thus at once with the faults imputed to Iha whole re- 
ligious sect and political party, E^oranl felt too late of what 
imprudence lie had lH*eii guilty in gnmg the opening, hy disput- 
ing hiB uncle's taste in di^inalic ]MM>try. He endeavoured to ex- 
)>laiii — ^to npf)lfigise. 

** 1 mistook ^oiir purpose, honoured sir, and thought ^ou really 
desired hi know something of our litemtiire ; and in repeating 
what you ih-oined not unworthy jour hearing, 1 jirofess 1 thought 
f Was doing joii pleasure, instead of stirring your indignation.’* 

“ O ay returned the Uiiiglil, with unmitigated rigour of re- 
sentni(‘iit- profess — profess — Aj', that is the new jihrase of 
asseveration, instead of the profane adjiinitioii of courtiers and 
cavaliers — Oh, sir, less and pmetup more — and so good 

day to jmi. Master Kenieguj', jou will find beverage m my 
apnrtment." 

While I’ha'hc stood gaping in admiration at the sudden quar- 
rel which had ariHeii, Odomd Evirard’s M^xatnui and resent- 
ment was not a little iiici*eaHed hy the nonchalance of the joung 
Scotsman, who, with his hands thrust into his pockets, (with 
a courtly afiectatioii of the time,) had tin own liiinscif into one 
of the aiitKjue chairs, and, tlioiigli habitually too polite to laugh 
aloud, and possessing that art of internal laughtiT by w'hich men 
of the world learn t<j indulge their mirth without incurring quar- 
rels, or gluing direct offence, was at no particular trouble to con- 
ceal that he was exceedingly aimisfsl by the result of thc‘ Cohi- 
ncr«4 visit to Woodstock, t'olouel Everard'a patience, however, 
had t cached bounds which it was very likolj^ to surpass; for, 
though differing widely in f politics, thero was a restmiblauce bo- 
tw'jxt the teiniuT of the uncle and nejihew. 

“ Damnation," exclaimed the Colonel, in a tone which became 
a puntaii as little us did the exclamation itself. 

Amen said Louis Kemegnj', but in a tone so soft and 
gentle, that the * laculation seemed ratlier to escape him than to 
bo dcsigncdlj uttered. 

‘^Sir !'* said Evorard, striding towards him in that sort of humour, 
when a man, full of resentment, would not unwillingly find an 
object on which to discharge it. 

** Plait il ?” said the |>age, in the most equable tone, looking np 
in his face with the most unconseiouH innocence. 

1 wish to know, sir,” retorted Everard, ^ the meaning of that 
which you said just now 2” 

Only a pouiHliig out of the spirit, worthy sir,” returned Ker- 
neguy — ^ a small skiff dispatched to Heaven on my own account, 
to keep company with your holy petition just now expressed.” 

^ Sir, 1 have known a merry gentleman’s bones broke for such 
a smile as you w'car justnowr,” replied Everard. 

" There, look you now 1” answered the roatimons page, who 
could not weigh even the thoughts of his safety against the enjoy- 
ment of his jest— ** If you had stuck to your pro/euiont, worthy 
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nir, ymi must have choked by this time ; but your round execra- 
tion bolted like a cork from a bottle of cider, and now allovis your 
wrath to come foaming; out after it^ iu the honcBt unbaptized lan- 
guage of common ruffians.” 

“ For Heaven’s sake, Master Gimi'gy,” said Phcelic, “forbear 
giving the Colonel these hither uords ! And do \ou, good Colonel 
Markham, scorn to tokc offence at Ins hands — he is but a boj.’* 

“ If the Colonel or }ou choose, Mistress Ph»ehe, you .shall find 
mo a man — 1 think the gentleman can say something to the ])ur- 
pose already. — Prol)abl^\ he may rcooinmeiid to j on the i>art of 
the Lady in Ccmiiis; and 1 only hope Insowii admirntioi^of John 
Milton will not induce him to undi‘rtakn tlu* part of Samson 
Agonistes, and blow u]» this old house' with evocratiuiis, or pull it 
down in wrath about our eais."* 

•* Young man," said tlie Colonel, still in towering passion, “ if 
you rospeet iiiy principles for nothing else, he grateful to the pro- 
toction whieli, but for ihein, jou would not easily attain." 

“ Nay, then," said the ailendant, “ I must fetch those who 
have more infiuence with >ou than 1 have,” and away tripped 
Phoebe; while Kernegu\ answered lOverard in the same provok- 
ing tone of calm indift'erenco, — 

ISeforo you nieiiaei' mo with a thing so form'idablc as your 
resoiitment, }oii ought to be certain whether 1 may not be com- 
pelled h} circumstances to deny you the opportunity you seem 
to point at.” 

At this moment Alice, summoned no doubt by her attendant, 
entered the hall hastily. 

“ Master Kemeguy," slie said, “ ray father requests to see you 
in Victor Lee's a]iartiiieiit.” 

Keriicguy arose and how’ed, hut seemed deb'imined to remain 
till Kvcranl's departure, so as to prevent any explanation be- 
twixt the cousins. 

“ Markham,” said A lice, hurriedly — Cousin Everard — I have 
hut a moment to remain here — for Cod’s sake, do you instantly 
begone ! — he cautious and patient — but do not tarry here — my 
father is fearfully incensed.” 

“ I have hail iiiy uncle’s word for that, madam,” replied Eve- 
rard, “as well as his injunction to depart, which I will obey 
without dcla\. 1 was not aware that you would liavc seconded 
so harsh an order quite so willingly ; but I go, madam, sensible 
1 leave those behind whose' company is more agreeable.” 

“Unjust — ^ungenerous— ungrateful !” said Alice; but fearful 
her words might reach ears for which tliey were not designed, 
she spoke tliem in a \oice so feeble, that her cousin, for whom 
they were intended, lost the consolatiqn they were c^culatcd to 
convey. 

He bowed coldly to Alice, as taking leave, and said, with an air 
of that constrained courtesy which sometimes covers, among men 
of condition, the most deadly hatred, ^ J believe. Master Kerne- 
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guy^ that I muflt make it convenient at present to suppresB my 
own peculiar opinions on the matter which we have hinted at in 
OUT conversation, in which case 1 will send a gentleman, who, 1 
hope, may be able to conquer yours.” 

The supposed Scotsman made him a stately, and at the same 
time a condescending bow, said he should expect the honour of 
lus eommaiKls, offered his hand to Mistress Alice, to conduct her 
back to her fatlier’a apartment, and took a triumpliant leave of 
hiB rival. 

Evorard, on tho other hand, stung beyond his patience, and, 
from the grace and composed assurance of tho youth's carriage, 
«itill conceiving him to be cither Wilmot, or some of his compeers 
m rank and profligacy, returned to the town of Woodstock, de- 
termined not to be uutbearded, even though ho should sc^ck re- 
dress by means which his principles forbade him to consider as 
justifiable. 


CHAPTER XXVJ. 

Boundless intcmpcranco 
In nature w a tyranny—it hath been 
The untimely cmptiing of many a throne, 

A.ud fall of man} Kin{$s. 

Macbeth. 

While Culniiol Everard rotreated m high indignation from the 
little refection, which Sir Henry Leo had in his good -humour 
offered, and withdrawn under the circumstances of provocation 
wliich wc have detailed, the good old kiiight, scarce recovered 
from his fit of passion, partook of it with his daughter and guest, 
and shortly after, recollecting some silvan task, (for, though to 
little efficient purpose, lie still regularly attended to his duties as 
Ranger,) ho called Boris, and went out, leaving the two young 
people together. 

^ Now/’ said tho amorous Prince to himself, that Alice is 
left without lier lion, it remains to see whether she is herself of 
a timsB breed. — So, Sir Bevia has left his charge,” he said 
aloud ; " 1 thought tho knights of old, those stem guardians of 
which he is so fit a representative, were more rigorous in main- 
taining a vigilant guard.” 

** Bevii^” said Alice, ** knows that his attendance on me is 
totally ne^ess ; and, moreover, he has other duties to perform, 
which every true knight prefers to dangling the whole morning 
by a lady’s rileevo.” 

You speak treason against all true affection,” said the gal- 
lant ; ^ a udy’s lightest wish should to a true knight be more 
bindiiw tlian aught excepting the summons of his sovereign. ^ I 
wish, ffistress Sice, you would but Intimate your slightest desire 
to me, and you should see how 1 have practised obedience.” 
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"You never brought roe word what o’clock it was tliis room- 
ing,” replied the young lady, " and there I sate questioning of 
the wings of Time, whon I should have remembered that gentle- 
men’s gallantry can be quite os fugitive as Time himself. How 
do you know what your disobodienco may have cost me and 
others i Pudding and pasty may have boon burned to a cinder, 
for, sir, 1 practise the old domestic rule of visiting the kitchen ; 
or 1 may have missed prayers, or I may have been too late for 
an appomtment, simply by tho negligence of Master Louis Ker- 
iieguy failing to let me know the hour of the day.” 

" O,” replied Komoguy, " I am ono of those lovers wlio cannot 
(‘iidure absence — I must be eternally at tho feet of my iair ene- 
my — such, I think, is tho title with which rumanccs teach us to 
grace tlie fair and cnicl to whom we devote our hearts and lives. 
— bpeak for me, good lute,” ho added, taking up the instrument, 
" and show whether I know not my duty.” 

lie sung, hut with more taste tlian cxccutiDii, the air of a I'rench 
roiidelaijto which some of the wits or sonnoitcers, in Ins gay and 
roving train, had adapted English verses. 

An lionr tilth thee '—When uarhest day 
llappltH n *' fc, ! ’ thf .Ti»M* .■'I c 
Oh, what • • I. . .1 ^ I ■ ar 

Tho toil and turmoil, cark and can, 

Newijnef- a' 5 ■ . hour* unfuM, 

Aud sad r. ■ i ' 1 1 * ».■ ■ . the ohl'*'-- 

Ouo hour with thor’ 

One hour with thee '—When bumini; June 
WaviH hiM red lliuc at pitch of noon , 

What Bhall repay the huUiful swam. 

Ills labour on the sultry plain , 

And more than cave or Nhcltenng 1)oui;h, 

Cuul tcieriHh blood, and thnibbiiiK brow f— 

One hour with thee ' 

One hour with thco*— When sunis Bot, 

O, what can teach me to fon{et 
The thanklfhs laltouTH of tho day , 

The hoiK’B, the wuhea, llnn^ away . 

The inerctibinR wants, and IcHteniiig Rains 
The muhter's pride, who Bcorna my pamn 

One hour with thee ! 

" Truly, there is another verse,” said the songster ; " bnt T 
Bing it not you. Mistress Alice, because some of the prudes of 
the court liked it not.” 

" I thank you, Master Louis,” answered the young lady, " both 
for your discretion in singing what has given me pleasure, and 
in forbearing what might offend me. Though a country girl, I 
pretend to be so far of the court mode, as to receive nothing 
which does not pass current among the better class there.” 

" I would,” answered Louis, " that you were so well confirmed 
in tlieir creed, as to let all pass with you, to which court ladies 
would give currency.” 
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" And wliat would be the coiiisequcnce said Alice, with per- 
fect composun*. 

^ In that case,” said Louis, emharrassod like a p;enoral who 
finds that his prcftamlionh for attack do not sc (*m to strike either 
fear or confusion into the en<‘my — in that ease >ou would for- 
give me, fair Alice, if 1 spoko to you in a wanner language than 
that of men* gallantry — if I told you ho\v much my heart was 
interested in what you consider ns idle jesting — if I seriously 
owned it was in your fiowcr to make me the hajipicst or the most 
miserahlo of hunian beings.” 

" Master Kenipguy,” said Alice, with the same unshaken non- 
chalance, let us understand eax^h other. 1 am little acquainted 
with high-bred manners, and 1 am unwilling, 1 tell >ou plainly, 
to he aecoiintcd a silly country girl, who, eitlier from ignorance 
or conceit, is startled at every word of gallantry addressed to her 
hy a young man, who, for the present, has nothing lietter to do 
than coin and circulate sucli false conipHinents. But J must not 
let tliia fear of seeming rustic and uwkwardlv tiinr>rous carrj me 
too far; and being ignorant of the exact limits, I will take care 
to 8t4)p within them.” 

“ I trust, madam,” said Kerneguy, " that Inoiever severely 
you may be disposed to j'udge of me, your justice will not punisli 
me too scvcrelv for an offence, of which j our cliarins are alone 
the occasion 1 ” 

“ Hear me out, sir, if you please,” resumed Alice. « I have lis- 
tened to you when you sjKike t'n ftertfer — iiav, my complaisance 
has been so gi'cat, as to answer you en beriJtte — ^for 1 do not think 
any thing except ridicule can come of dialogues betw'^een Liiidor 
and Jeaimcton ; and tlie jiTincipal fault of the stjle is its extreme 
and tiresfuiic silliness and affectation. But when you begin to 
kneel, offer bi take my hand, and .speak w ith a moi e serious tone, 
1 must remind y*^u of our real characters. 1 am the daughter of 
Sir Henrj Ijee, sir ; and you are, or profess to be, Master Louis 
Kerneguy, iny brother’s page, and a fugitive for shelter under my 
fatlier’.s roof, who incurs danger bj the harbour he affords you, 
and whose househuld, therefore, ought not to be disturbed by 
your unpleasiiig importunities.” 

“ 1 would to Heaven, fair Alice,” said the King, “ that your 
objections to the suit which I am urging, not in jest, but most 
Beriously, as that on which my happuiebs (lepends, rested only on 
the low and precarious station of Louis Kerneguy ! — Alice, thou 
hast tho soul of thy family, and roust needs love honour. I am 
no more the needy Scottish jiage, whom 1 have, for my own pnr- 
ooses, personated, than I am tike awkward lout, whose manners 
I adopted on the first night of our acquaintance. This hand, poor 
as I seem, can confer a coronet.” 

<< Keep it,” said Alice, for some more ambitions damsel, my 
lordjr-^oi' ^ oondude is your title, if this romance be tniey^ 
I woulAnot accept your hand, could you confer a duchy.” 
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“In one Ex?nsc, lovely Alice, }<m have neither overrated niy 
power nor my aflection. It is \«>iit Kin^ — it ih ('liavli'b btewart 
who apeaka to jou '—he can confer dueliiea, and if ltcuut,\ can 
merit them, it in that of Alice Leo. Nay, na^ — nw — do not 
kneel — it is for \our bo>ereigii to kneel to thee, Alice, to whom 
he IS a thousand tinn^s more devoted than the wanderer Loiiib 
dared venture to profess himself. My Alice has, 1 know, Ins ii 
trained up in tlnisc principles ol love and obedience to hiT so^e- 
reij^n, that she cannot, in conscience or in niere,\, inlhct on Imii 
Huch a wouiiil as would be implied m the rejection of Ins suit.’' 

In spite of all Tharles's attempts to prevent her, Alice had 
persevered in kneeling on one knee, until she had touclicd witli 
her hp the hand with which he atteinpliMl to raiM* her. JJut this 
salutation ended, she stood upright, with her arms folded lai Iut 
ho.som — ^lier looks humhhs hut ooniposed, keen, and watcliliil, and 
BO possessed of hcrseli, so littli* Mattered h\ the cominuiiicatioii 
which the King had siijiposcd would liave heeii overp<(weriiig, 
tliat he scarce knew in what tt^nns next to urge Ins solicitation. 

“ Thou art silent — thou art silent,” lie said, “ iny pretty Alice, 
lias the King no more itiAiionce w itli tliee than tlie poor Scottish 
page?” 

“ 111 one sense, every influence,” said Alice ; “ for he coniinaiids 
my best thoughts, iiiy best v\ ishes, my earnest prav ers, iny dev (»ted 
loyalty, wliicli, as the men of the lloiiho of Lee have been ever 
ready to testify with the sword, so arc the women bound to seal, 
if necessary, with their blcKKl. But heyoiid the duties of a true 
and devoted subject, the King is even lens to Alice Lee than |)«»ur 
Louls Kemeguy. The Page could have tendeied an hominrable 
union — ^tho Monarch can but ofler a contaimniited coronet ” 

Vou mistake, Alice — ^ou mistake,” said ilie King, eagerly. 
" Sit down and let me speak you— sit down — Wliat is ’t vuu 
fear 1 ” 

“I fear nothing, my liege,” answered Alice. “What ran I 
fear from tlie King of Britain — 1, the daughter of Ins lo}al hub- 
ject, and under niy father's r<iof } Hut 1 rcnieuiber the distance 
betwixt UB ; and though I might trifle and jest with mine e(|uat, 
to my King 1 must only apjiear in the dutiful posture of a sub- 
jeet, unless where his safety may seem to Tef|Uii'e that i do not 
acknowledge his dignity.” 

Charles, though }ouDg, being no novice in such scenes, was 
Burprisod to encounter resistance of a kind which had not lieeii 
opposed to him in similar puiauits, even m cases where he had 
been unsuccossful. There was ncitlier auger, nor injured pride, 
nor disorder, nor disdain, real or aflected, m tlie manners and 
conduct of Alice. She stood, as it seemed, calmly prepared to 
argue on the subject, which is generally decided by passion — 
showed no inclination to escape from tlie apartment, but appeared 
detannined to hear with patience the suit of the lover — while her 
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countenance and manner intimated that she had this complai- 
Hanco only in deference to the conimandR of the Kint(. 

" She is ambitious,” thought Charles ; it is by dazzling lier 
love of glor^, not by mere pasaionate entreaties, tliat I must hope 
tf> be successful. — 1 pray }ou be seated, fair Alice,” he said ; 

“ the lover entreats—the King commands you ” 

The King,” said Alice, may permit the relaxation of the cere- 
monies duo to rriyalty, but he cannot abrogate the subject's duty, 
oven by express command. 1 stand here i^hile it is your [Majesty’s 
pleasure to address me — a patient listener, as in duty bound.” 

^ Know then, simple girl,'* said the King, that in accepting 
my proffered affection and protection, you break through no law 
either of virtue or morahiy. Those who arc bom to royalty arc 
deprived of many of the comforts of private life — chii‘tly that 
which 18 , porliaps, the dearest and most precious, tlie power of 
choosing their own mates fur life. Their formal weddings arc 
guided iiimu principles of political ex|»cdicncc only, and those to 
whom they arc w'oddod are frequently, lu temper, person, and 
disposition, the most unlikely to make them happ\ . Society has 
Gommisoratioti, therefore, towards us, and binds our unwilling and 
often unhappy wedlocks with chains of a lighter and more easy 
character thau those which fetter other men, whose mamago ties, 
as more voluntanly assumed, ought, in proportion, to be more 
strictly binding. And therefore, ever since the lime tliat old 
Henry built these wails, priests and prelates, as well as nobles and 
statesmen, have been accustomed to see a fair ICosainoud rule the 
heart of an affi'ctionate monarch, and console him for the few 
hours of constraint and state which he must bestow upon Rome 
angry and jealous Eleanor. To such a connection tlie world at- 
taches no blame ; they rush to the festival to admire the beauty 
of the lovely Esther, while the imperious Vashti is left to queen 
it in sohtude ; they throng the palace to ask her protection, whose* 
influence is more in the state an hundred times than that of the 
proud consort ; her offspring rank with the nobles of the land, and 
vindicate by their courage, like the cidebrated Longsword, Earl 
of Salisbury, their descent from royalty and from love. From 
such connections onr richest ranks of nobles are recruited ; and 
the mother lives, in the greatness of her posterity honoured and 
blest, as she di^ lamented and wept in the arms of love and 
friendship.” 

Did Rosamond so die, my lord 1” said Alice. Our records 
say she was poisoned by the injured Queen — ^poisoned, without 
time allowed to call to God for the pardon of her many faults. 
Did her memory so live ! I have heard Uiat, when the Bishop 
purified the church at Godstowe, her monument was broken open 
by his arders^ and her hones thrown out into nnconsecrated 
ground.” 

" Those were rude old days, sweet Alice,*’ answered Cliarles ; 
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queens are not now so jealous, nor bishops so rigorous And 
know, besides, that in the lands to which 1 would lead the lo\ehest 
nt her sex, other laws obtain, wluch remove from such ties even 
the hliglitest show of scandal. There is a mode of matrimony , 
winch, fulfilling all the rites of the Church, leavers no stain on the 
eonscienco ; yet invchtuig the bride with none of the privileges 
peculiar to her hiibband's condition, infringes not upon the* duties 
which the King owcb to his bulijects. So that Alice Lee may, in 
all resjiects, become the rial and lawful wife of Charles Stewart, 
except that their private union gives her no title to be Queen of 
Kngland 

“ My ambition,” said Alice, “will be sufficiently gratified tr» 
see Charles king, without aiming to shore either his dignity iii 
iniblic, or his wealth and regal luxury in private.” 

“ I understand thee, Alice,” said the King, hurt but nf>t dis- 
pleased. “ Yon ridicule mo, being a fugitive, for speaking like a 
king. It is a habit, 1 admit, which I have learned, and of which 
even misfortune cannot cure me. But my case is not ho despe- 
rate as you may suppose. My friends are still many in these 
kingdoms ; my allies aliroad are bound, by ri^gard to their own 
interest, to i^spouso niy cause. 1 liave hopes given me from 
Spain, from France, and from other nations ; ^d I have confi- 
dence that my father’s bluod has not been poured forth m vam, 
nor Is doomed to dry up witliout due vengeance. My trust is in 
Him from whom princes derive theur title, and, think what thou 
wilt of my present condition, 1 have pexfect confidence that 1 
hhall one day sit on the throne of England.” 

“ May Ooi grant it !” said Alice ; “and tliat he may grant it, 
iiuhio Prince, deign to consider whether you now pursue a con- 
duct likely to conciliate his favour. Think oi the course you re- 
commend to a motherless maiden, who has no better defence 
against your sophistry, than what a sense of morality, together 
with the natural fccliug of female dignity mspires. Whether the 
death of her father, which would he the consequence of her im- 
prudence ; — ^whether the despair of her brother, whose life has 
been so often in fieril to save that of your Majesty; — ^whether the 
dishonour of thu roof which lias sheltered you, will road well in 
your annals, or are events likely to propitiate God, whose con- 
troversy with your House has been but too visible, or recover 
the affections of the people of England, in whose eyes such ac- 
tions are an abomination, 1 leave to your own royal mind to coii- 
sidor.” 

Charles paused, struck witli a turn to the conversation which 
placed his own interests more in collision with the gratification 
of his present passion than ho had supposed. 

“ If your Majesty,” said Alice, curtsying deeply, **lia8 no te- 
ther commands for my attendance, may 1 ne permitted to with- 
iawt” 

“Stay yet a little, strange and impracticable girl,” said the 
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Kinfif, “ and answer me but one question : — Is it the lowness of 
iTiy prohont fortuiieb that makes iny suit contemptible 

“ I have nothing to ctmeeal, my hege,” she said, ** and my an- 
swer shall be as plain and dirt^ct as tln‘ question j on have asked. 
If I could have been moved to an act of ignominious, insane, and 
ungrateful follv, it could only arise from my being blinded by 
that passion, winch 1 believe is pleaded as an excuse for folly and 
for crime much more oflen than it has a real existence. I must, 
in short, have been in love, as it is ealled— and that might have 
been with my equal, but surely never with my bovereign, whe- 
ther such only in title, or in possession of his kingdom ” 

“ Yet loyalty was ever the pnde, almost tho ruling passion, of 
your family, A lire,” said the King. 

“ And c«mld 1 reconcile that loyalty,” said Alice, “ with iii- 
diilgiiig my hovenugii, by permitting him to prosecute a suit dis- 
hoiioiirahle to iiiinself as to me ' Oiiglit 1, as a faithful subject, 
to |oiii him m a folly, which might tlirow vet another stumbling- 
block in the path to his n^storation, and could onl^\ serve to dimi- 
msli hiH security, even if he were seated upon his throne 

“ At this rate,” said Cliarles, diseunteiitedly, 1 had better 
have retiiiiiud my cliaracter of the page, thau assumed that of 
a soveixsgii, which it seems is still more irreconcilable with my 
wishes.” 

“ My candour shall go still farther,” said Alice. ^ I could 
have felt as little for Louis Kerneguy as for tho lieir of Britain ; 
for such love as 1 have to bestow, (and it is not such as 1 read of 
in romance, or hear poured forth in song,) has been already con> 
ferred on another objt'ct. This gives jour Majestj’ pain — I am 
sorry for it — but the wholesomest luedieiiies an* often bitter.” 

“ Yes,” answered the King, w'itli some asperity, “and physi- 
cians are n^asonable enough to cv|M*et their patients to swallow 
t]>em, as if tiiey wore hoiiey-coinh. It is true, then, that whis- 
pered tale of the cousm Colonel ; and the daugliter of the lojal 
Lee lias si't her heart upon a rebellnms fanatic 1” 

“ Mj love w'as given ere I knew what these words fanatic and 
rebel meant. 1 recalled it not, for 1 am satisfied, tliat amidst 
tile great distractions which div ide the kingdom, the person to 
whnin you allude haa chosen his part, erroneously perhaps, but 
conscioutiQU'fly — ^lie, therefore, has still the highest place in my 
affection and esteem. More he cannot have, and will not ask, 
until some happy turn shall reconcile these public differences, 
and my father be once more reconciled to him. Devoutly do I 
pray that such an event may occur by your Majesty’s speedy 
and unanimous restoration !” 

“ You have found out a reason,” said the King, pettishly, “ to 
Tnako me detest the thought of such a change — ^nor have j'ou, 
Alice, any sincere interest to pray fur it. On the contrary, do 
you not see that your lover, walking side by side with Cromwell, 
may, or rather must, share his power 1 nay, if l^ambert does not 
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anticipate liini, he may trip up OInrr's heols, and reif^n in his 
htead. And tliiiiL >oti not h>' Mill find ineaiis to overeomo the 
pride of the loyal Lees, and aehie\e an union, for Mhirli thin^ 
are better prejiured than that m hiLh CroniM'ell is baid to medi- 
tate betwixt one of liis brats and the no Ichb loyal heir of Fau- 
eoiibero; 1” 

^"Your Majesty,” haul Aliee, ‘Miah found a way at length to 
avenge \ ourself — if what 1 haie said deserves veiigtance.” 

1 could point out a vet shorter road to voiir union,” said 
Charles, without minding her distieas or perhaps enjo^> mg the 
pleasure f)f retaliaiion. “‘Suppose tluit vou Kent }our Coloml 
wrord that there was fine Cliarles Stewart here, who liad come to 
disturb the Saints m their p(‘ae(‘ful govoriinieiit, which they had 
acquired hy praver and jiisnielniig, juLe and gun, — and suppoKe he 
had the art to bring down a iiali-seoie of troopers, ijiiito etioiig]i, 
as times go, to decide tlie fate of this lieir of rojaltj — think vou 
not the ijos-jession of siieli a jui/e ns this might obtain from the 
Jiulny>e^^, oi from Cromwell, such a reward as nnglit overcome 
your father’s ohjeetions to a roundhead V alliance, and plaei“ tlie 
fair Alice and her cousin ('oluind iii lull poKsesiuou of their 
wishes 

“ My liege," said Alice, her cheeks glowing, and Her f‘yos spark- 
ling — for she too had her share of ilie heuMlitarv teinperanient 
of her faTnil,>,- *‘thih passes inj patience. 1 have heard, w'lllioiit 
cxpivsbing auger, the most ignoiniiiious pi rsuasions addresbed to 
mvself, and 1 have vindicated mysill f(*r refusing to be the para- 
mour <»f a fugitive Priiici*, as il 1 had been excusing imself from 
accepting a share of au actual ciowu. Uiit do >o\i Ihmk 1 can 
hear all who are dear to me blaiiih»red without emotion or reply 1 
1 will not, sir; jn<l were you ->eat(d with all tin tens»rB of your 
fatlicr’s Slar-i li-iiiiber around you, you should b<*ar me defend 
the absent and the innocent. Of my father I will pfiy nothing, 
but that if he is now' without wealUi — without state, almost witli- 
uut a slndteriiig home and needful iooil— it i» because ho Bpexit 
all in the service of the King. 11c n< (>ded not to commit any act 
of treachery or villaiiy to obtain wealth — he had an amyile com- 
petence 111 hiH own possessionK. For Markliaiii Evci-ard — he 
know's no sueh thing as sellishncsiy— he would not, for brooil 
England, had she the treasures of Peru in her bosom, and a ]>ara- 
diac on her hui*faee, do a dtKid that would disgrace his own name, 
or injure the fecluigs of another — Kings, my liege, may take a 
lesson from him. My liege, fiir the present I take my leave.” 

Ahce, Alice — stay !’* exclaimed the King. “ She is gone. — 
This must be virtue — real, disintenssted, overawing virtue — or 
there is no such thing on earth. Yet Wilmot and Villicrs will 
not believe a word of it, but aild the tale to the other wonders of 
Woodstock. *Tis a rare wench I and 1 pnifess, to use the Colo- 
nel’s obtestation, tliat I know not whctlier to foigjve and be 
friends with her, or study a dire revenge. If it were not lor that 
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accursed cousin — that puritan Colonel — I could forgive every 
thing clbc to so iiohlc a wench. But a roundheaded rebel pre- 
ferrotl to me — ^thc preference avowed to my face, and justified 
with the assertion, that a king might take a lesson from him — 
it is gall and wormwood. If the old man had not come up this 
morning as he did, the King should have taken or given a lesson, 
and a sovero one. It was a mad rencontre to venture upon with 
my rank and responsibility — and yet this wench has made me so 
angry with her, and so envious of him, that if an opportunity 
ofiered, 1 should scarce be able to forbear him. 11a ! whom 
have wc here *** 

The interjcctiiin at the conclusion of this ro^al soliloquy, was 
occasioned by the une\})cct(‘d entrance of another personage of 
tlic ditinia. 


CJIAPTKR XXVIl. 

limfdtet Shall I 4peak a vroni in >our tar * 

CUiudto Cfdil lilcHiii me iiom a (.hdlli'n^i' 

Ulut/i Adtmbfiut Kothtnff 

As Charles was about to leave tho apartment, he was pre> 
\entcd by the appcai*anc(^ of Wildrake, who entered with an un- 
usual degree of swagger in liis gait, and of fantastic importance 
on his brow. 1 eravo jour pardon, fair sir/’ he said ; but, as 
they say m my couiiti*y, w lien doors are open dogs enter. I have 
knocked and called in the hall to no purpose ; so, knowing the 
way to this ]iarlour, sir, — for 1 am a light partisan, and the road 
I once travel I never forgot, — I ventured to present myself un- 
announced.” 

“ Sir Henry Lee is abroad, sir, I believe, in tlie Chase,” said 
Charles, coldly, for the appearance of this somewhat vul^r de- 
bauchee was not agi'eoable to him at tho moment, and Master 
Albert Loe lias left the Lodge for two or tliree daj'S.” 

I am aware of it, sir,” said Wildrake ; hut I have no busi- 
ness at present witli either.” 

And witli whom is your business 1” said Charles ; " that is, 
if 1 may bo permitted to ask — smee I think it cannot in possibi- 
lity bo with me.” 

Pardon mo in turn, sir,” answered tho cavalier ; " in no pos- 
sibility can it be imparted to any other but yourself, if you be, as 
1 think you are, tliough in something better habit, Master Louis 
GinugOw the Scottish gctiUemaji who waits upon Master Albert 
Lee.” 

" 1 am all you are Uke to find for him ” answered Charles. 

" In truUi,” said the cavalier, I do poroeive a difference, but 
rest, and better clothing will do much ; and I am glad of it, sinoe 
1 w^d be sorry to have brought a messagej such as 1 am ehar* 
ged with, to a tatterdemalicm.” 
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^ Let U9 |i;et to the business^ sir, if ^ou please,” said the Kinj^ 
“ } ou have a mesfiage for me, you hay 1” 

True, sir,” replied Wildrake ; “ I am the friend of Colunel 
Markham Everard, sir, a tall man, and a wnrtliy person in the 
field, althou{;h 1 eould uisli him a better cause — A message 1 
have to you, it is certain, in a slight note, \ihicli 1 take the hberty 
of presenting \%ith the usual formalities** So 8a>ing, he dri'W 
Ills sword, put the billet he iiieiitioncd ujmjii the point, and making 
a profound how, jireseiitcd it to i'haili.'s. 

The disguised Moiiai*eli accepted of it, with a grave return of 
the salute, and said, as he was about to open the letter, 1 am 
not, 1 presume, to expect friendly contents m an epistle prosenteil 
111 so hostile a manner > *' 

" A -hem, sir,*’ ri'pliod flic ambassador, clearing his voice, 
w'hiie he arranged a huitable answer, in which the mild strain oi 
diplomacy might he projicrly maintained ; “ not utterly hostile, I 
suppose, sir, IS the invitation, though it l>o bucli as must he coti- 
stmed ill the crmimencemcnt rather bellicose and pugnacious. I 
trust, sir, wc shall find that a few thrusts will make a handsome 
coDclusiou of the business ; and so, as iny old master used to say, 
/^aJT nufiCitur ex htllo. For my own poor share, 1 am truly glad 
to have been gi'aced by my friend, Markham E'verard, in this 
mattc'r — the rather as 1 feared the puritan principles witli which 
he is imbued, (1 will cunfess the truth to }ou, w'luthy sir,) might 
have rendered him unwilling, from certain scruples, to have taken 
the gcntlcniaulike and honourable mode of righting himsc>lf in 
such a case as the present. And as 1 render a friend's duty to 
my friend, so I humbly liope, Mabtcr Louis Girnigo, tliat I do no 
iniubtice to >ou, in pn^paring the way for the proposed meeting, 
where, give me leave to say, I trust, that if no iatal accident oc- 
cur, we sliall be all better friends w'hen the bkinnibh is over tlian 
we wore before it began.*’ 

" 1 bhould suppose so, sir, iu any case,” said Charles, looking 
at the letter ; worse than mortal enemies wc can scarce be, and 
it is that footing upon which this billet places us.” 

“ You say true, wr,” said Wildrake ; “ it is, sir, a cartel, in- 
troducing to a single combat, for the pacific object of restoring a 
perfect good understanding betwixt the survivors — ^in case that 
fortunately that word can be used in the plural after tlie event 
of the meeting.” 

** In short, we only fight, I suppose,” replied the King, " that 
we may come to a perfectly good and amicable understanding 

^ You Bve right again, sir ; and 1 thank you for the clearness 
of your apprehension,” said Wildrake. — " Ah, sir, it is easy to do 
wiw a penion of honour and of intellect in such a case as this. 
And I beseech you, sir, as a personal kindness to myself that, as 
the moming ie» like to he frosty, and myself am in some sort 
rhenmatio — as war will leave its scars behind, sir, — 1 say, 1 will 
entreat of yon to bring with you some gentleman of honour, who 
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will not disdain to talce part of what is ^oing forward — a sort ( f 
pot-luck, sir — with a poor old soldier liko myself — that we may 
tako no harm by standing unoccupied during such cold weatlier/’ 

“ I understand, sir,” replied Charles ; “ if this matter goes for- 
ward, be assured 1 will endeavour to provide you with a suitable 
opponent.” 

^ 1 shall remain greatly indebted to you, sir,” said Wildrake ; 

and I am by no means curious about the quality of my uiitagu- 
nist. — It is true I write myself esquire and gentleman, and should 
account myself especially honoured by crossing my sword witli 
that of Sir Henry or Master Albert Lee ; but, should that not 
he convenient, I will not refuse to present my poor porsoii in 
opposition to any gentleman who has servud the King, which 1 
always hold as a sort of letter.^ of nobility in itself, and, there- 
fore, would on no account decline the duello with such a person.” 

** The King is much obliged to you, sir,” said Charles, “ fur the 
honour }oii do his faithful subjects.” 

O, sir, 1 am scrupulous on that point — very scrupulous. — 
Wlien there is a roundhead in question, 1 consult tho Herald's 
hooks, to see that ho is entitled to bear arms, as is Master Mark- 
ham JSverurd, witliout which, I promise }ou, I had borne none 
of his cartel. Hut a cavalier is with me a gentleman, of course 
— Be his birth over so low, his loyalty has ennobled his condi- 
tion.” 

“ It is well, ear,” said tho King. “ This paper requests me to 
meet Master Everurd at six bi-morrow morning, at the tree called 
the King’s Oak — 1 id»ject neither to jiluee nor time. Ue proffers 
the sword, at which, 'he says, we xiosscss some equality — 1 do not 
dcchno the weapon ; for comjiany, two gentlemen — I shall endea- 
vour to procure myself an associate, and a suitable partner fur 
you, sir, if you uichne to join in the dance.” 

I kiss your hand, sir, and rest yours, midcr a sense of obli- 
gation,” answered the envoy. 

“ I thank you, sir,” continued tho Kmg ; “ I will therefore be 
ready at place and time, and suitahly furnished ; and I will cither 
give }our friend such satieifaction with my sword as he requires, 
or will render him such cause for not doing so as he will be con- 
tented with.” 

You will excuse me, »r,” said Wildrake, if my mind is too 
dull, under the circumstances, to conceive any alternative that 
can remain betwixt two men of honour in such a case, excepting 
-■Jia^sa He throw himself into a fencing position, and 
made a pass with his sheathed rapier, but not dii'ected towards 
the mrson of the King, whom he addressed. 

" JSxcuso mo, sir,” said Charles, " if 1 do not troublo your in- 
telleota with the consideration of a case wliich may not occur. — 
But, for example, 1 may plead urgent employment on tlie part of 
the public.” — ^This he spoke in a low and mysterious tone of 
voice, which Wildiafeo appeared perfectly to comprehend ; for 
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he laid bis forefinger on his no<tc with what he meant for a \orv 
intelligent and apprehensi^ c nod. 

“ Sir," f^pid he, “ if you be engaged in any affair for the King, 
iny fm^nd shall have every reasonable degree of fiatience— Na>, 
T will fight him myself in \oiir stead, merely to stay hiH htoniach, 
rather than you should be interrupted. — And, sir, if }Ou can find 
room in ^our enterprise for a poor gentleman that has followed 
Lunsford and Goring, you have but to name day, time, and place 
of rendezvous; for truly, sir, 1 am tired of the scald hat, cropjied 
hair, and undertaker’s cloak, with which my iriend has bedizened 
me, and would willingly rufiie it out once more* in tin' King’s 
^ausL*, when whether 1 be banged or haiigtd, 1 care not/* 

“ 1 shall remember what you say, sir, should an opportuiiil} oc- 
cur,” said the King; “and I wish his Majesty had many sueli 
subjects, — 1 presume our business is now scttli‘d I'* 

“ When you shall have he<*n pleased, sir, to give me a trifling 
scrap of writing, to serve for my credential** — for such, you know, 
IS the custom — ^}’our written cartel hath itswTitteii answer.” 

“That, sir, will I proscnily do,” said Ciuirhs, and in good 
time, here are the materials.” 

“And, sir,” enntumed the envoy — “ Ahi * — alieiu^— if you 
have int(*rcst m the household for a cup of sack — 1 am a man of 
few words, aud am somcwdiat hoarse with much B]>eaking — inore- 
oAcr, a serious business of this kind always makes ruic thirsty.— 
Tlesidcs, sir, to part with dry lips argues malice, which God 
forbid should exist in Hiich an honourable conjuncture ** 

“ 1 do not boast much influence in the house, sir,” said the 
King ; “ but if you w'ould have the condesccn‘*ioji toaccex»t of thi-* 

broad piece towards quenching your tliii’st at the* George*” 

“ Sir,” said the cavalier, (for the times admitted of tins strange 
species of courtesy, nor was Wildrakc a man of such peculiar 
dehcacy as keciily to dispute the matter,) — I am once again 
beholden to you. But 1 see not how it consists with iny honour 
to accejit of such accommodation, imlcss you were to accompany 
and partake * ” 

“ Pardon mo, sir,** replied Charles, “ my safety recommemls 
that 1 remain rather private at present.*’ 

“ Enough said,” Wildrake obHervtsl ; “ poor cavaliers must not 
stand on ceremony. I sec, sir, you understand cutter’s law — 
when one tall fellow has coin, another must not he thirsty. 1 
wish you, sir, a continuance of health and happiness until to* 
morrow, at the King's Oak, at six o’clock.” 

« Farow'ell, sir,” said the King, and added, as Wildrakc went 
down the stair whistling, “ Hey for cavaliers,” to which air his 
long rapier, jarring against the steps and banisters, bore no un- 
suitable burden — Farewell, tliou too iust emblem of the state, 
to which war, and defeat, aud despair, have reduced many a gal- 
lant gentleman.” 

Di^ng the rest of the day, there occurred nothing peculiarly 
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cloHorvinjj of notice. Alice sedulously avoided sho^ving towards 
the di'^i'Mjscd Prince any degree ol estrangement or shjiiohs, 
which could he disco\ered hy her father, or h> any one else. To 
all appeariinee, iIk* two young i»erhoiih CDiitinued on the same 
footing 111 t‘ver\ rrsjiect. Yet slie made the gallant himself 
Hcnsihle, tliat this apparent mtiinacy was assumed mendy to 
save appt'a ranees, aiifl iii no way designed as reti’acting from the 
severitv with winch slie had r^jecteil his suit. The stmse that 
this was the casi , joined to Ins injureil self-love, and his eiitnity 
agaiH'^t a siice«*‘'sliil rival, indueed Charles (*ar]y to w'lthdraw 
hiui*'(‘ir to a solitar\ walk intlie wildcrnc'ss, where, like Ui-rctilea 
in thf' Kinhleni of O'ht's, divided hetwi\t the persoiiificatioiia ot 
Virtue and of Pleasure, lie listened alternately to the voice of 
W’lsdom and of ]>:issionat(* Polly 

Prudence urged to hnii the iiii|)ortance of his own life to the 
future proM^cul urn of the gieut object m which he had for the 
present iinseavned — tiie re-toralnm of iuonaveh\ in England, the 
rohuildnig of tin* tin one, the regaining tlie crown of Ins father, 
the avenging his vleatli, and rest<»ring t«» their iortuiies and their 
country the imnierous e\des, who wi‘rc siifi»iing poverty and 
liainsluneut on account ot llieir attacliineiit to Ins cause. Pride 
too, or rather a just and natural sense of dignitv, displayed the 
uiiwoithiness of a Piince di'soendiiig to actual personal conflict 
with a subject of any di‘gr<‘c, and the ridicule which would lie 
thrown on his nieniorv, should he lose his Jile for an olwcure in- 
trigue hy the hand oi a private geutleniaii. What would Ins sage 
counsellors, Nuliolasaiifl Hyde* — what would his kind and w'lse 
gov'enior, the Maripiis of ll» rttord, say to such an act of rashness 
and folly ? Would it not he likely to shako the iilh^gianee of the 
staid and prudent persons of the isiyalist party, smec' wheri'fore 
should they expose tlieir Iivt's and estates to raise to the gov'ern- 
iiient of a kingdom a young inanvvhu could not command his 
ow'ii temper ' To this was to he added, tin* cuiiHidcratiun that 
f'vcn his Miecesb would add tloiihle diiHuulties to his eacape, 
whieh alrisidy seemed sufficiently precarious. If, stopping short 
of death, he merely 1 ih <1 the better of his antagonist, how did he 
know that he might not seek revenge by delivering uji to govern- 
ment tho Mahgnnut Louis Kemeguy, whose real character could 
not in that case tail to he <]ifieovei*ed } 

These coiisidomtiotis strongly recommended to Charles that he 
should clear himself of the clialleuge without fighting ; and tlie 
reservation under which he had accepted it, afforded him some 
opportunity of doing so. 

But Passion also hud her arguments, which she addressed to a 
temper rendered irritable by recent distress and mortiftoation. 
In ttie first piano, if he was a prince', he was also a gentieman, 
entitled to recent as such, and obbged to give or claim tlie satis- 
fiftction existed on occasion of differences among gentiemen. 
With Engludunen, she urged, he could never lose interest by 
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sho^in^ himriclf ready, instead of ^holtering himself under his 
n»yiil birth and piTterisioiiB, to come frankly forward and mam- 
tam whnt ho had done or «%aid on 1 iim own reH]Hmsil)ility. In a 
free nation, it seemed as if he would rather ^aiii than lose in the 
public ehtimatioii by a con<luet whieh emiM not but st»em gallant 
and generous. Then a eliaraeter for crjurago was far nunv neces- 
sary to support his preten*-ions than any other kind of reputation ; 
and the hiiig under a cl ialleni.'‘iN without rephing to it, iniglit 
bring his spirit into f|iiestion. What would Villiers and Wiliiiot 
sa) of an intrigue, ni which he had allowed Inniself t«) be shame- 
fully battled by a eouutr\ girl, jqid had failed to ri‘\eng** liinmelf 
on his rival ' The pasipunades which tlu*\ woulil compose, the 
witty sarcasms which the\ would ein ulate on the occasion, would 
he harder to endure than the graM* rebukes of Il«*rtford, H}de, 
and Nicholas. This refteetioii, added to the stings of ^uiiiliful aiiil 
awakened courage, at length tix(‘d liis rc^^llutloll,al 1 d he returned 
to Woodstock determined to keep hia a)ipointment, come of ib 
what might. 

Pi'riiajis there mingled with liis resolution a secret hehef that 
such a rencontre would not pro^elatal, lie was in the tlower 
of hiB youth, active in all Ins exercises, and no wa} inferior to 
Colonel Everai d, us far as the iiioi*nhigV evpiTimeiit had geme, 
in that of helf-tUfenct». At least, such ri‘colb*etion might pasH 
tlirough his ro^ul mind, as he bummed to Inniseli a well-known 
ditty, wliich he had picked ii]> during Ins residi^iicu m Scotland — 

"A mail mu} clnuk otiil not bo ilrnritv. 

A inmi lifjlit mill noL bi hltini , 

A mail ninv kix<« .i Ixninit la'«H, 

And yttbt. wtlutiUL luck aKUiii *' 

Mcanw'liilc tlic busy and all-dirf»etiiig Dr. Rocheeliffe had con- 
trived to intimate to Alice that she must give liim a private au- 
dience, and she found him hy appoititinent in what was called tho 
study, onec filled with ancient books, whicb, long since converted 
into cartridges, had made more noisi* in the world at their final 
exit, than during the space which had intervened betwixt that 
and their first publication. The Doctor seatod hunself in a high- 
backed leathern easy-ehair, and signed to Ahcc to fetch a btool 
and Hit down beside him. 

Alice,'* said the old man, taking her hand affectionately, thou 
art a good girl, a wise girl, a virtuous girl, one of those whofac 
price is above rubies — not that rubies is tho proper translation — 
but remind me to tell you of that another time. Alice, thou know - 
est who tills Louis Kerneguy ir — ^ iiay, hesitate not to me — I know 
every thing — 1 am well aware of the wdiolc matter. Thou knuw- 
est this honoured house holds the Fortunes of Elngland.** Alice 
was about to answer. ^ Nay, apeak not, but listen to me, Alice — 
How does he bear himself towards you V* 

Aliee eoloured with the deepest crimson, " 1 am a country- 
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bred girl/’ she said, "and hib maunera arc too courtlike fur 
me/* 

" Enough Raid — I know it all. Alice, he is exposed to a great 
danger to-inoiTow, and } ou must be the happy means to prevent 
him.” 

“ I prevent him ’ — how, and in what manner said Alice, in 
surprise. “ It is my duty, as a subject, to do any thing — any thing 

that may become my father’s daughter” 

' Ib'ro bho stopped, coiibiderably embarrassed. 

“ Yes,*' continued the Doctor, " to-morrow he hath made an 
appointment — ^an appointment with Markham Everard ; the hour 
and place arc set — six m the morning, by the King's Oak. If 
they meet, one will probably fall.” 

" Now, may God forefend tliey should meet,” said Alice, turn- 
ing as suddenly pale as she had jireviously reddened. " But harm 
eamiot come of it ; Everard will never lift his sword agaiust the 
King.” 

“ For that,” said Dr. Rochecliffe, " 1 would not warrant. But 
if that miliuppy young gentleman shall have still some reserve of 
the loyalty a Inch his general conduct ennroly disavows, it would 
not serve us here ; for he knows not the King, but considers him 
merely as a cavaber, from whom lie has received injury.*' 

" Let him know the truth, Doctor Rochccliife, lot him know it 
instantly,” said Alice ; "Ae lift hand against the King, a fugitive 
and dofcncelosB ! lie is incapable of it. My life on the issue, he 
becomes most active m bis preservation.” 

" That is the thought of a miuden, Alice,” answered the Doctor ; 
and, as 1 fear, of a maiden whose wisdom is misled by her affec- 
tions. It were worse than treason to admit a rebel otficer, the 
friend of the arch-traitor Cromwell, into so great a sc'crct. 1 dare 
not answer for such rashnoss. Ilammond was trusted by his 
father, and you know what came of it.’* 

" Then let my father know. He will meet Markham, or send 
to him, representing the mdignity done to him by attacking his 
guest.” 

"We dare not lot yonr fatlier into the secret who Louis Ker- 
ne]^ really is. I did hut hint the possibility of Charles taking 
renige at Woodstock, and the rapture into whicli Sir Henry broke 
out, the preparations for accommodation and defence which he 
began to talk of, plainly showed tliat the mere enthusiasm of his 
loyalty would have led to a risk of discovery. It is you, Alice, 
who mnst save the hopes of every true royalist” 

" I !’* answered Ahce ; "it is impossible. — Why cannot my 
father be induced to interfere, as in behalf of his friend and guest, 
tliough he know him as no other than Louis Kemeguy 1” 

" You have forgot your father’s character, my young friend,” 
said the Doctor ; " an excellent man, and the best of Christian^ 
till there is a claiming of swords, and then he starts up the com- 
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pleto martialist, as deaf to every pacific reasoning as if he v^erc a 
game-cock.” 

“ You forget, Doctor RocheclifFo,’* said Alice, “ tliat tins >er\ 
inominc, if 1 understand the tlung aright, my father prevcuteil 
tJiein from fighting.” 

“ Ay,” answ ered the Doctor, “bocauBO he deemed himself bound 
to keep the pcac(‘ m the Ko^al I'ark ; but it was dune >%ith buch 
regret, Alice, tliat, should he find them at it again, 1 am clear 
to foretell he uill oiil\ so fur ))ostponc the combat as to conduct 
them to sonic unprivileged gromid, and there bid them tilt and 
welcome, uhile ho regaled liis eyes with a scene so pleasing. 
Mo, Alice, it IS you, and you only, who can help us in tins ex- 
tremity.” 

I see no possibility,” said she, again colouring, " how ] can 
be of the least use 1” 

You must h**nd a note,” answered Dr. Rochechffc, “ to the 
King — a note such as all women loiow how to write better tlian 
any man can teach them— to meet you at the precise hour of 
the rendezvous, lie will not fail you, for 1 know his unhappy 
foible.” 

“ Doctor Rochccliffe,” said Alice gravely, — you have known 
me from iiifauc), — What hiive ^ou seen in me to induce you to 
beheve that I should ever follow* such unbecoming counsel f” 

** And if you have known me from infancy,” rc'torted the Doc- 
tor, what have you seen of nic that you should suspect me of 
givmg counsel to my friend’s daughter, which it would be mis- 
becoming in her to follow 1 You cannot be fool enough, 1 think, 
to suppose, tliat 1 mean you should carry } our complaihancc far- 
ther than to keep him in dibcourbc fur an hour or two, till 1 ha\e 
all in readiness for liis leaving this place, from which 1 can 
frighten him by tho terrors of an alleged search ? — So, C. S. 
mounts his horse and rides ofi', and Mistress Aheo Lee has the 
honour of saving him.” 

" Yes, at the expense of her own reputation,” said Alice, ^ and 
tho nak of an eternal stain on my family. You say you know 
ail. What con the King think of iny appointing an assignation 
with him after wliat has passed, and how will it bo possible to 
disabuse him respecting the purpose of iny doing so t” 

I will disabuse him, Alice ; I will explain the whole.” 

" Doctor RochecUffc,” said Alice, you propose what is impos- 
sible. You can do much by your ready wit and great wisdom ; 
but if new-fallen snow were once sullied, not all your art could 
wash it white again ; and it is altogether &e same with a maiden’s 
reputation.” 

** Alice, my dearest chUd,” said the Doctor, " bethink you that 
if I recommend this means of saving the life of the King, at least 
rescuing him from instant peril, it is because 1 see no other of 
which to avail myself. If 1 bid you assume, even for a imaneat, 
the semblance of wliat is wrong, it is but in the last extremity. 
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and under circumstanceR which cannot return — I will take the 
Hureat moans to prevent all evil report which can arise from what 
I recomxnend.’* 

“ feay not so. Doctor,” said Alice ; “ better undertake to turn 
back the Isis than to stop the course of calumny. The King will 
make boast to his whole licentious court, of the case with which, 
but for a Ruddoii ahirin, he could have brought off' Alice Lee aa a 
paramour — the inouih which confers honour on others, will then 
be tlie meann to deprive me of mine. Take a titter course, one 
more beconiiiig } our own character and profession. Do not lead 
him to fail in an engagement of honrair, by holding out the pro- 
npcct of another engagement equally dishonourable, whether false 
or true. (lO to the King hirasolf, speak to him, as the servants 
of God have a right to speak, oven to earthly sovereigns. Point 
out to him the fully and the wickedness of the course he is about 
to pursue — urge upem Inin, that he fear the sword, siiiee wrath 
bringeth the iiuuishinent of the sword. Tell him, that the friends 
who died for Inin m the fit'ld at Worcester, on tlie scaffolds, and 
oil the gibbets, since that bloody day — that the remnant who 
arc in prison, scattered, fled, and ruined on liis account, deserve 
better of him and liis father’s race, than that ho should throw 
away his life in an idle brawl — Tell him, that it is dislionest 
to venture that which is not hu> own, dislionourable to betray 
the trust which brave men have reposed in his virtue and in his 
courage.” 

Dr. Itoehecliffc looked on her with a melancholy smile, his eyes 
glistonmg as he said, Alas, Alice, even I could not plead tliat 

i oRt cause to him so eloquently or so impressively as thou dost, 
iut, alack ! Charles would listen to neither. It is not from priests 
or women, he w ould say, tliat men should receive counsel in affairs 
of honour.” 

^ Then, hear me, Doctor Kochecliffe — I will appear at tlie places 
of rendezvous, .and I will pre>eut the combat — do not fear that 1 
can do what 1 say— at a sacrifice, indeed, but not that of my repu- 
tation. My heart may be broken” — she endeavoured to stifle her 
sobs with diiheulty — for the consequence ; but not in the ima- 
gination of a man, and far loss that man her sovereign, shall a 
thought of Alice Lee be associated with dishonour.” She hid her 
face in her handkerchief, and burst out into unrestrained tears. 

^ What means this hysterical passion I” said Dr. Rochediffe, 
surprised and somewhat alarmed by the vehemence of her grief 
— Maiden, I must have no concedments ; I must know.” 

" Exert your ingenuity, then, and discover it,” said Alice — 
for a moment put out of temper at the Doctor’s pertinacious self- 
importance — Guess my purpose, as you can guess at every thing 
else. It is enough to have to go through my task, 1 will not en- 
dure the distress of telling it over, and that to one who — forgive 
me, dear Doctor — ^might not think my agitation on this oocasiou 
fuUy wsmated*” 
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“ Nay, then, my young niistrchn, you inust be nilod,” said 
Uochuchfle ; and if 1 cannot make > on explain yourself, 1 must 
see whether your father can gain so far on \ou.” So saung, lie 
aroRt' somewhat (hs]}Ieased, and walked to%iards the dt>or. 

You forget 'what j«iu \ ourself ttild me. Doctor Itoehecliffe,” 
said Alice, '■* of tlie n^k of cuiniuuiiicating tliis great secret to 
uiy father-'* 

“ It IS t(Ki tnie,” he said, stopping short and turning rouud ; 
“ and 1 think, wench, thou ait too sfiiart fur me, aii<l 1 liavc not 
met many such. Ihit thou art a g(M)d girl, and wilt tell me thy 
device oi free will — it eoneenis my eliaraehT and influence with 
tlio King, that 1 should be fulh arquainted willi whatever is 
aiiitm Htifue 1rticf>tfuw, done and treatfl of in this matter.** 

“Trust jour character to me, good Doctor,” sanl Alice, at- 
tempting to siiiile ; “ it is oi linuer stuff than those of women, 
and will 1)4* safer in my custofly than mine could have becMi in 
yours. And thus inueh I comlesceiid— < vou shall see the whole 
scene — you shall go vMlh me ^ ourself, and much will I feel ein- 
boldtmcd and hearUuuMl by >our company.’* 

“ That lb sonietiniig,” said th«‘ Doctor, tlunigh not altogether 
satisfied with this hiiiiti d <‘onficl< nee. ** Thou w<.rt 4*ver a clever 
wench, and 1 will trust thee; indued, trust thcu'l find I must, 
whether voluntarily or n«).** 

“ Meet me, then,** said Alice, “ in the wilderness bvmoiTow. 
Ilut first tell me, are jou well assured of lime aud place 3 — a mis- 
take were fatal.” 

« Assure yt^urself my information is entirely accurate,** said 
the Doctor, resinning his air of conserjueiice, wdueh had been 
a little diminislu*d during the latter part of tlieir conh^rcnce. 

“May 1 ask,” said Alice, “through w'hat channel you ac- 
quired such iiii]>orUint information (” 

“ You may ask, unqucstionahlv,’* he answered, now completely 
restored to Ins Htipreniacv ; “ but wiietlier 1 will answer or not, 
is a very different question. 1 conceive neither your reputation 
nor my own is intcri^sted in your remaining in ignorance on iliat 
subject. So 1 hare niy secrets as well as you, inistrens; aud 
some of them, 1 fancy, are a good deal more woiiJi knowing.*' 

“ Be it so,’* said Alice, quietly; “if you will meet me in the 
wilderness by the bn>ken dial at half past five exactly, wo will 
go together tu-morrow, and watch them as they come to the ren- 
dezvoua 1 will on the way get tho bettor of my present timi- 
dity, and explain to you the moaus I design to employ to prevent 
mischief. You can perhaps think of making some effort which 
may render my interference, unbecoming and painful as it must 
be, altogether unnecessary.’* 

“ Nay, niy cliild,” said tlie Doctor, “ if you place yourself in 
my hands, you will be the first that ever had reason to complain 
of my want of conduct and you may well judge you are the rery 
last (one excepted) whom 1 would see suffer for wuit of eonniel. 
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At half-post ilvcj tiion^ at the dial m the wilderness — and Gcid 
hlesa our undertaking 

Here their interview was interrupted hy the sonorous voice of 
Sir Henry Lee, which shouted their names, ‘‘ Daughter Alice — 
Doctor Kuchecliflo,” through passage and gallery. 

“ Wliat do you here,” said he, entering, “ sitting like two criiws 
in a mist, when we have sucli rare sport below ^ Here is this 
wild craek-bnimcd boy Louis Kerneguy, now making me laugh 
till my sides arc fit to split, and now playing on Ins guitar sweetly 
enough to win a lark from the heavens. — Come away with you, 
conic away. It is liard work to laugh alone.” 


CHAVTEIl XXVllI. 

Thin » th(* placf the centre of the btovc 
H ero Htuiids the oaL, the muiuircb of the niond 

John Homs 

The sun had risen on the broad houghs of the forest, but 
without the power of penetrating into its recesses, which hung 
rich with heavy dcwdroi«, and were beginning on some of the 
trees to exhibit the varied tints of autumn ; it being the season 
when Nature, like a prodigal whose race is well-nigh run, seems 
desirous to make up in profuse gaiety and variety of colours, for 
the short space winch her splendour has then to endure. The 
birds were silent — and even liobin-rcd-brcast, whose chirruping 
song was heard among tlio bushes lU'ar the Lodge, emboldened 
by the largesses w'ith which the good old knight always encou- 
raged his famihanty, did not venture into the recesses of the wood, 
where he encountered tlio sparrow hawk, and other enemies of a 
similar description, preferring the viemity of the dwellings of 
man, from whom he, almost solely among the feathered tribes. 
Booms to GEjiericnco disinterested protection. 

The scene was therefore at once lovely and silent, when the 
good Dr. Hochecliffe, wrapped in a scarlet roquolauro, which had 
seen service in its day, mufflmg his face more from habit than 
necessity, and supporting Alice on his arm, (she also defended 
by a cloak against the cold and damp of the autumn morning,) 
glided through the tangled and long grass of the darkest alleys, 
almost ankle-deep in dew, tow'ards the place appointed for &e 
intended duel. Both so eagerly mamtained the consultation in 
which they were engaged, tliat they were alike insensible of the 
roog^ess and discomforts of the road, though often obliged to 
lliiree their way through brushwood and coppice, which poured 
down on them all the uquid pearls with which they were loaded, 
till the mantles they were wrapped in hung lank by their sides, 
and clung to tlieir shoulders heavily charged with moisture. 
They stopped when they had attained a station nnder the cop- 
pio^ and dirouded by it, from which they could see all that 
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passed on the little esplanade before the King’s Oak, mliose broad 
and scathed form, contorted and sliattered limbs, and froM'iiing 
browh, made it appear liku some ancient war^^om champion, 
well -self cted to be the umpire of a Held of single combat. 

The first person who appearc'd at the rendezvous was the gay 
cavalier Rogei* Wildrakc. lie also was wrapped in his cloak, but 
had iliscardod his puritanic beaver, and wore in its stead a Spa- 
nish hat, with a feather and gilt hatband, all of which had en- 
countered had weather and hard service ; but to make amends 
for the appearance of poverty by the show of preteiibion, the cas- 
tor was accurately adjusted after nhat was rather profaneh called 
the d — me cut, used among the more desperate cavaliers, lie 
advanced hastily, and exclaimed aloud — First in the field after 
all, by Jove, though 1 bilked Everard in ordor to have my inorn- 
ing draught — It luih done me much good,” he added, smacking 
his lips. — Well, 1 suppose 1 should search tlie ground ere my 
]irincipal comes up, whose rrehbyterian watch trudges as slow os 
liis I’reshyterian step.” 

He took Ins rapier from under his cloak, and seemed about to 
search the thickets around. 

T will prevent liim,” whispered the Doctor to ^lice. I will 
keep faitli with you — ^you shall not come on the scene — nut digmu 
rtndire nudui — I’ll explain that another time. Vtnder is lemi- 
iiinc as well as masculine, so the quotation is defenuble. — Keep 
you close.” 

So saving, he stepped forward on the esplanade, and bowed to 
Wildrake. 

" Master Louis Kemeguy,” said Wildrake, pulling off his hat ; 
but instantly discuvermg his error, he added, ** But no — 1 beg 
\ our pardon, sir — Fatter, shorter, older.-^Mr. Kemeguy ’s frien^ 
1 suppose, with whom I hope to have a turn by and b}. — And 
why not now, sir, before our principals come up I just a snack 
to stay the orifice of the stomach, till the dinner is served, sirl 
What say you !” 

" To open the orifice of the stomach more likely, or to give it 
a new one,” said the Doctor. 

" True, sir,” said Roger, who seemed now in his element ; 
" you say well — ^that is as thereafter may be. — But come, sir, you 
wear your face mufiSed. 1 grant you, it is honest men’s fashion 
at this unhappy time ; the more is the pity. But we do all above 
board — ^we have no traitors here. I’ll get into my gears first, to 
encourage you, and show yoa that you have to deal with a gentle- 
man, who honours the King, and is a match fit to fight with any 
vfho follow him, as doubtless you do, sir, since you are the friend 
of Master Louis Kemeguy.” 

Ail this while, Wildrake was busied undoing the dasps of his 
square-caped doak. 

Off— off, ye lendings," he said, ** borrowings I should more 
properly call you— 
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* Via the enrtam mluch hhadow’d Borgia ' 

So Rayinfr, he threw the cloak from him, and appeared in 
ciaerpo, m a most cavalier-like dmiblet, of greasy criniflon nulin, 
pinkt'd and slashed with what had been oiieo white tiflany ; 
breeclies of the same ; and nethcr-stoekM, or, as wc now call them, 
htockini^, darned in many ]i]aces, and which, like those of iMins, 
had been ouee pcaeli-colourcd. A ))air of pumps, ill calculated 
lor a walk through the dew, and a broad sliuulderbclt of tarnished 
cmbroidepy, completed liis c(|iiipmcnt 

“Come, hirP* he exclaimed; “make haste, off with your 
slouch— dl ere I stand tichtand true — as loyal a lad as ever stuck 
ra])icr through a round Ik ‘ ad. — Come, Mr, to joiir tiwJs !’* he con- 
tinued ; *• w’c may have halt-a-dozcii thrusts before they come 
yot, and shame them for tlieir tardiness — l^shai^ •'* lie exclaim- 
ed, 111 a most disappointed tone, when tlie Doctor, unloldiiig his 
cloak, showed liis clerical dress ; “ Tush ' it's but tho parson after 

all r 

Wildrake’s respect for the Church, however, and his desire to 
remove <»no W'U<» might possihh mterru]>t a seene to which he 
looked forward with peculiar satisfaction, induced him presently 
to assume another tone. 

“ I beg pardiiii,” he eaid, “ my dear Doctor — 1 kiss the hem 
of your cassock — 1 do, by tlie tlinndering Jove — I beg jour par- 
don again. — But I am lia]>py 1 have met with jou— They are 
raving for your presence at the Lodge-^to marry, or christen, or 
hurv, <»r confess, or boniethiiig very urgent. — For Heaven’s sake, 
make haste !” 

“At the Lodge ?” said the Doctor ; “ why, I left the Lodge this 
instant — 1 was there* later, I am sure, than you could bo, who 
came the WotKlstock isiad.” 

“ Well,” replied Wildrake, it is at Woodstock they want you. 
— Hat it, dnl 1 saj the Lodge ! — No, no — Woodstock — ^hline host 
cannot bo hanged — hia daughter married — his bastard christen- 
ed, or his wife buried — without the assistance of a real clergy- 
man — Your Holdcnoughs w'on’t do for them. — lie’s a true man 
mine host ; so, as you value your function, make haste.” 

“ You wdl pardon me. Master Wildrake,” said the Doctor — 
“ I wait tor Mastor Louis Kenioguy.” 

“The devj you do!” exclaimed Wildrake. “Why, I always 
knew the Scots could do nothing without their minister ; but d — n 
it, 1 never thought they put them to tins use neither. Bnt 1 have 
k^wn jolly customers in orders, who understood to handle the 
afraid aa well aa their prayerbook. You know the purpose of our 
meeting. Doctor. Do you come only aa a ghostly comforter— or 
as a Burgeon, perhaps — or do you ever take bilboa in hand 1 — 
S5a-aa !” 

Here he mada a fencing demonstration with his dieathed 
rapier. 
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" I liave done so, air, on necessary occasion/' said Dr. lloclie- 
cliffe. 

“ Good sir, let this stand fora nocoHsary onp,” said Wildralvo. 

You know niy dovutioii for th** Church. If a divine of joiir 
shill would do mo tlio honour to oxchuni'o but thro<‘ passes w'ltli 
mo, I should think in>st*If happy for over.'* 

“ Sir,” said llochcohflo, smiling, “ wore there no other ohjoc- 
tinn to what you promise, 1 liavt* not the moans- -L have no 
weapon.” 

“ What? you want the de qmn^ that is iinliieky indeed. Hut 
you have a stout eanc m your hand — what hinders oiur ti’y'ini' a 
pass (my ra[tier ht-iug sliL-Hthed ut eonrse) until our principals 
eome up i My puinjis arc full of this Irost-dew ; and 1 shall he 
a toe or two out of pocket, if I am to stand Htill all the tunc th<'> 
are stretehiii^ themselves; for, 1 fanev. Doctor, you arc of iiiy 
opmum, that tho mattei will not be a h;;ht of cock-sj»arrows.''* 

“ My busniesH here m to make it, it possible, be no fij'ht at all,” 
said the divine 

“ Now, rat me. Doctor, hut tliat is too Mijiteful,” said Wild- 
rake ; “ and w'ere it not for my respect for tho Church, I could 
turn rresbytenan, to be ivveiiged.” 

“ Stand back a little, if you please, sir,” said the Doctor ; “ do 
not press forward m that direeUon.”— For Wildrake,m tin agita- 
tion of hiH movements, indnoc'd by his diHappmiitmcut, approached 
the spot where Alice reiimined still coiicealtM]. 

*• And wherefore not, I pray you, Doctor''^” anid the cavalier. 

But on ailvancinp: a Htej), }ie suddenly stopja'd short, aiifl niut- 
teml to hiinselt, with a round oath of aatoiushmenl, A pi tticoat 
in the copjdee, hy all that is reverend, and at this hour in the 
morninj^ — W/ictc — ttr — fir — Ilo gave vent to his surprise in a 
long low’ iuterjectional whistle ; tlicn turning to tin- Doctor, with 
his finger on the side of hm nose, “ Your’e sly, Doctor, d — d sly [ 
But why not give me a liuit of your — your commodity tliere^ - 
your contrabimd goods < Gad, sir, I am not a man to expose the 
eccentricitieB of tlie Church.” 

“ Sir,” said Dir. Rochecliffe, “ you are impertinent ; and if 
time served, and it wero worth my while, 1 would chastise yim.*' 

And the Doctor, who had served long enough m the w'ars to 
have added some of the qualities of a captain of horse to those of 
a divine, actually raised his cane, to tlic infinite delight of the 
rake, whose respect for tho Church waa by no means able to sub- 
due Ilia love of mischief. 

** Nay, Doctor,” said ho, " if you wield your weapon back- 
sword-fashion, in tlut way, and raise it as high as your head, 1 
shall be through you in a twinkling.” So saying, he made a patw 
with his sheathed rapier, not precisely at the Doctor's perboii, but 
in tliat direction ; when RochcclitFe, changing the direction of his 
cane from the broadsword guard to that of tiie rapier, made tlie 
cavalier’s sword spring ten yards out of his band, with all tho 
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dexterity of my friend Francalanza. At this moment botli the 
principal partioB appeared on the field 

Everard exclaimed angrily to Wildrake, " Is this } our fricnd> 
ship t In Heaven’s name, what make you in that fooFa jacket, 
and playing tho pranks of a jack-pudding 1” ivhile his worthy 
second, 'somewhat crest-fallen, held down his head, like a boy 
caught in roguery, and went to pick up his weapon, stretching his 
head, as ho passed, into the coppice, to obtain another glimpse, if 
possible, of the concealed object of liis curiosity. 

Gharlos, in the meantime, still more surprised at what lie be- 
held, called out on his part — “ What ! Doctor Rochecliffc become 
literitlly one of the church militant, and tilting with iny friend 
cavalier Wildrake ? May I use the freedom to ask him to w ith- 
draw, as Colonel Everard and 1 have some private business to 
settle 1 '* 

It was Dr. Rocheclifie's cue, on this important occasion, to 
have armed himself with the autliority of his sacred office, and 
used a tone of interference which might havo overawed e\ eii a 
monarch, and mado him feci that his monitor spoke by a warrant 
higher tlian his own. But the indiscreet latitude he had jubt 
given to his own passion, and tho levity m which he had been 
detcctc'd, w'cro very unfavourable to his assuming that superio- 
rity, to wdiich so uncontrollable a spirit as that of Charles, wilful 
as a prince, and capneious as a wit, was at all likely to submit. 
The Doctor did, however, endeavour to rally his dignity, and 
replied, with tiic gravest, and at tho same time the most respect- 
ful, tone lie could assume, that he also had business of the most 
urgent nature, whicli prevented him from complying witli Master 
Kenieguj 's wishes, and leaving that spot. 

Excuse this untimely iiitermption/’ said Charles, taking off 
his hat, and bowing to Colonel Evera^, " which 1 will immedi- 
ately put an end to.” 

Everard gravely returned his salute, and was silent. 

“ Are you mad, Doctor Rochechffe 1” said Charles — or art* 
you deaf ^ — or have you forgotten your mother-tongue ? I de- 
sired you to leave this place.” 

" 1 am not mad,” said the divine, rousing up his resolution, 
and regaining the natural firmness of his vttice — “ 1 would pre- 
vent others from being so ; 1 am not deaf— 1 would pray others 
to hear tho voice of reason and religion ; T have not forgotten my 
mother-tongue — but I havo come hither to s^xiak the language of 
the Master of kings and princes.” 

** To fence with broomsticki^ I should rather suppose,” said 
the King — Come, Doctor Rochocliffe, this sudden fit of assumed 
importance befits you as little as your late frolic. You are not, 
I appEchend, either a Catholic priest or a Scotch Mass-John to 
claim devoted obedience from your hearers, but a Church of £ng- 
landman, subject to rules of that Communion — and to its 
Hnan.” In speaking the last worda^ the King lowered his voice 
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to a low and impreBaive whisper. Everard observing tiiis drew 
back, the natural gencrobity of his temper directing him to avoid 
overhearing private dmcourHe, in which the safety of the spoakeni 
might be deeply concerned. They continued, how'ever, to observe 
great caution in tlieir fomis of expression. 

Master Keniegiiy," said the clergyman, ^ it is not 1 w'ho as- 
sume authority or control over your wishes — God forbid; 1 d(» 
but toll you what reason. Scripture, religion, and morality, alike 
prescribe for your rule of e(»nduct.” ' 

“ And 1, Doctor,” said the King, smiling, and pointing to the 
unlucky cauc, “ will take your example rather than your precept. 
If a rt*vereu(l clergNmiaii will hunself hglit a bout at biiiglc-stick, 
wliat right can he liave to mtoifero in gontleincii's quarrels ?— 
Come, hir, remove yourself, and do not let your prcscuL obstinacy 
caiictd former obbgatioiis.” 

“ Botliink yourbolf,” said the divine,— “ I can say one word 
which w'lll prevent all tins.” 

“ Do it,” replied tlio King, “and in doing so belie the whole 
tenor and actions of an honourable life— abandon the principles 
of your Churcli, and become a perjured traitor and an apostate, 
to prevent another person irom discharging his duty as a gejitle- 
mau I This were indeed killing your friend to prevent the ribk of 
his i*unning himself into danger. Let the Tassivo Obedicncis 
whicli lb bo often in ^our mouth, and no doubt in your head, put 
your foot for once into motion, and step abide for ton minutos. 
Witliin that hpace your abbistanco may bo needed, cither as 
holly -curor or wml-eurer.” 

“ Nay then,” baid Dr. Kocheclifle, “ 1 have but one argument 
left” 

While this eonvcrsatioii w'as carried on apart, Everard hail 
almost forcibly detained by Ins own bide liib ioLlower, Wildrakc, 
whose greater cunositv, and lesBcr delicacy, would otherwise 
have thrust liim forw'ard, to got, if possible, into the secret. But 
when ho saw the Doctor turu into the coppice, he whispered 
eagerly to Kvorard — “ A gold Carolus !•> a commonwealth far- 
thing, the Doctor hab not only come to preach a peace, but has 
brought the principal conditions along with him 1 ” 

Everard made no answer; ho bad already unsheathed his 
sword ; and Charles hardly saw Hochecliife’s back fairly tumoil, 
than he loht no time in following his example. But, ere they had 
done more than salute each otlicr, with the usual courteous 
flourish of tlieir weapons, Dr. KocheclifFe again stood between 
them, leading in his hand Alice Lee, her garments dank witli 
dew, and her long hair heavy with moisture, and totally uncurled. 
Her face was extremely pale, but it was the paleness of desperate 
resolution, not of fear. There was a dead pause of astonishment 
— ^the combatantb rested on their swords — and even the forward- 
ness of Wildrake only vented itself in half-suppressed ejacula- 
tions, as, “ Well done, Doctor— 4his beats the ^ parson among the 
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poase’ — No less than your patron’s daughter — And Mistress 
Alice, ■whom I thought a vc'rv hnowdrop, turned out a dog-\iulct 
after all — a Liiidabridcs, by lieavens, and altogether one of our- 
selves !” 

Excepting these unheaded luutterings, Alice was the iirst to 
speak. 

“ Master Everard,” she said — Master Kerneguy, yon are 
surprised to see me here — Yet, why should T not tell the reason 
at once * roiivin»‘ed that I am, however guiltlessly, the unhappy 
cause ot >our inisuiiderstandiiig, 1 urn too much interested to 
prevent fatal consequences to pause upon any step which may 
end it. — Master Kerneguy, have iii> wishes, my ciitreatu'S, iny 
pniyerrt — have y<iur noble thoughts — the rccolleetiona of yonr 
own high dutif's, no w'cight with }ou in this matter I Li't me en- 
treat you to coiisiill reason, religion, and coTnmon sense, and re- 
turn your w'eapon.’’ 

'•■I am obedn'iit as an Eastern sla^e, madam,” answered 
Charh's, sheathing hia sw'ord ; “hut I assnri‘ >oii, the matter 
about which you ilistresa yourself is a mere tritle, which will ho 
imicli hotter settled betwixt Ccdoiiel Kverard and inyseli in ll've 
miniiti's, than w'lth the assistance f»f tlio whole Convocation of 
the ('hurch, with a female parliament to as^st their revcrc^nd 
dehheratioiis — Mr. Kverard, will \ou oblige me by walking a little 
farther * — We must change ground, it seems.** 

1 am ready to attend } on, sir,” said Kv erard, who had sheath- 
ed his sword so soon as his antagonist did so. 

“ 1 have then no interest with you, sir,” said Alice, continuing 
to address the King — Do you not fear 1 sliould use the si^cret 
in my power to prevent this affair going to extremity t Think jou 
this geiitlemaii, who raises his hand against you, if he knew*' 

“If he knew that 1 were Lonl Wilmot, madam, you would 
sa} 1 — Accident has given him proof to tliat effect, with whicJi he 
IS already satisfied, and 1 think you would find it difficult to in- 
duce him to einhi'ace a different opinion.” 

Alice paused, and looked on the King with great indignation, 
the following words dropping from her mouth by intervals, as if 
the^ burst fortli one by one in spite oi feelings tliat would have 
restrained them — ** Cold — selfish — ungrateful — unkind ! — Woe 

to the land which” Here she paused with marked emphasis^ 

then added'— “ which shall number thie, or such as tliec, among 
her nobles and rulers ! ” 

“ Nay, fair Alice,” said Charles, whose goodnature could not 
but feel the severity of this reproach, though too slightly to make 
all the desired impression, “ You are too unjust to me — too par- 
tial to a hapmer man. Do not call roe unkind ; 1 am but here to 
answer Mr. Everard’s summons. 1 could neither decline attend- 
ing, nor withdraw now 1 am here, without loss of honour; and 
loss of honour would be a disgrace which must extend to 
xnatty — 1 cannot fly from Mr. Everard — it would be too ahamefuL 
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Tf he abidoB by Iiih mcasage, it must bo decided as such affairs 
usually arc. If lie retreats or yieldh it up, 1 will, for your sake, 
wave punctilio. 1 will not even ask an apology for the trouble it 
has afforded nio, but let nil pass as if it xierc the consequence of 
some unhappy inistako, the grounds of xvhicli shall remain on iny 
part iinenquired into. — This I i^ill do f«ir your sake, and it is 
much for a man of honour to condescend so far — You knote that 
the condescension from me in |>artieu1ar is great indeed. Then 
do not call nu' ungenerous, or ungrateful, or unkind, since 1 am 
ready to do all, Minch, as a man, 1 can do, and mure perhupb 
than' as a man of honour I ought to do.” 

“ Do you hear this, Markham Everard,” exclaimed Alice- - 
“ do you hear this ! — Tlic dreadful option is left t ntireh at your 
dispo.sa1. Yf»u Mere wont to be temperate in passion, religions, 
forgiving — Mill > on, for a nierc punctilio, drive on this private 
and unchristian hmil to a irairderous extremity X Believe me, if 
you iio?r, contrary to all the better principles of your life, give tin* 
reins to yrmr passions, tlu‘ consequences may be such as you will 
Tiio for your lifetmie, and even, if Heaven have not mercy, ruo 
after your life is tiiiished.” 

Markham Everard remained for a moment gloomily silent, 
M'ltli his eyes fixed on tho ground. At length he looked up. and 
ansMered hi'r — Alice, you are a soldier's daughter— a soldier's 
sister. All your relations, oven im^luding one whom you then 
entertained some regard lor, have hi^eii made soldiers by these 
unhappy discords. Yet you have seen them take the field— in 
somo instanees on contrary bides, to do tlieir cluty where their 
principles called them, Mitbout manifesting tins extreme degree 
of interest. AnsM er me — and y^our answer shall decide iny con- 
duct —Is this youth, short while knoan, already of more value 
to you than those dear connexions, father, brother, and kinsman, 
wdiose departure to battle you saw with comparative indifference ' 
— Say tAui, and it hliall be enough — 1 leave the ground, uevor to 
see you or this country again.” 

" Stay, Markham, stay ; and believe me when I say, that if I 
answer your question in the affimiative, it is because Master 
Kemeguy’s safety comprehends more, much more, than that of 
any of those you have mentioned.” 

^ Indeed I I did not know a coronet had been so superior in 
▼alue to the crest of a private gentleman,” said Everard ; ^yet 1 
have heard that many women think so.” 

"You apprehend me amiss,” said Alice, perplexed between 
the difficulty of so expressing herself as to prevent immediate 
mischief, and at the same time anxious to combat the jealousy 
and disaiin the resentment which she saw arising in the bosom 
of her lover. But she found no words fine enough to draw the 
distinetioo^ without leading to a disooreiy of tiie King's actual 
character, and perhaps, in oonsequencs^ to his destruction^ — 
" Markham,” die said, " have oompassion on me. Press me not 
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at this moment ; believe me, the honour and happinem of my 
father, of my brother, and of my whole family, are interested in 
Master Kemeguy’s ^cty, are inextricably concerned in this 
matter resting where it now does.” 

" Oh, ay — 1 doubt not,*’ said Everard ; the House of Lee ever 
looked up to nobility, and valued in their connexions the fantas- 
tic loyalty of a courtier beyond the sterling and honest patriotism 
of a plain country gentleman. For them, the thing is in course. 
But on your i>art, you, Alice — O t on > our part, whom T have 
loved so dearly — who has suffered me to think that niy affection 
was nut unrepaid — Can tlie attractions of an empty title, tlie idle 
court compliments of a mere man of quality, during only a few 
hours, lead you to prefer a hbertine lord to such a heart as 
mine t” 

No, no — ^believe me, no,*’ said Alice, in the extremity of dis- 
tress. 

Put your answer, which seems so painful, in one word, and 
bay for whose safety it is you are thus deeply interebted V* 

** For both — ^for both,” said Alice. 

That answer will not serve, Alice,” answered Everard — 
here is no room for equality. 1 must and will know to what I 
have to trust. I understand not the paltering, which makes a 
maiden unwilling to decide betwixt two suitors; nor would 1 
willingly impute to you the vanity that cannot remain contented 
with one lover at once.” 

The vehemence of Everard’s displeasure, when he supposed 
his own long and sincere devotion lightly forgotten, amid the ad- 
dresses of a profligate courtier, awakened the spirit of Alice Lee, 
wlio, as we elsewhere said, had a portion in her temper uf the 
lion-huinour that was characteristic of her family. 

^ If I am thus misinterpreted,” slie said — ^ if 1 am not judged 
worthy of the least confidence or candid construction, hear my 
declaration, and my assurance, that, strange as my words may 
seem, they are, when truly interpreted, such as do you no wrong. 
1 tell yon — 1 tell all present — and I tell tliis gentleman Ifimself, 
who well knows the sense in which 1 speak, that hia life and 
safety are, or ought to be, of more value to me than tliose of any 
other man in the kingdom — ^nay, in tlie world, be that other who 
he will.” 

These words she spoke in a tone so firm and decided aa admit- 
ted no farther discussion. Charles bowed low and with gravity, 
bat temained silent. Everard, his features agitated by £e emo- 
tions whieh his pride barely enabled him to suppress, advanced 
to hie antaraiist, and said, in atone whadi be vainly endeavoured 
to make annn one, " Sir, you heard the lady’s declaration, with 
inch jBteliii^ doubtlem of grafitude, as the cam eminently de» 
mandsb— her poor kinsman, and an unworthy suitor, air, 1 
prsmine to yield my interest in her to you $ en^ as 1 will never 
be the means ef giving her pain, 1 trust you will not think I act 
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unwortihily in retnusting the letter which gave you the trouble of 
attending this place at this hour. — Alice/* he said, tuniine his 
head towards her, ** Farewell, Alice, at once, and for ever !” 

The poor young lady, whose adventitious spirit had almost de- 
serted her, attempted to repeat the word farewell, but failing in 
the attempt, only accomplished a broken and imperfect sound, 
and would have sunk to the ground, but for Dr. KMheclifTe, who 
caught her as she fell. Roger Wildrake, also, who had twice or 
thrice put to his eyes what remained of a keri^ief, interested by 
the lady’s evident distress, though unable to comprehend the my- 
sterious cause, hastened to as^t the divine in supporting so fair 
a burden. 

Meanwhile, the disguised Prince had beheld the whole in 
silence, but with an agitation to which he was unwonted, and 
which his swarthy features, and still more his motions, began to 
betray. His posture was at first absolutely stationary, with his 
arms folded on his bosom, as one who waits to be guided by the 
current of events ; presently after, he shifted his position, advanced 
and retired his foot, clenched and opened his himd, and otherwibe 
showed symptoms that he was strongly agitated by contending 
feelings — was on the point, too, of forming some sudden resolution, 
and yet still in uncertainty what course tie should pursue. 

But when he saw Markham Everard, after one look of unspeak- 
able anguish towards Alice, turning his back to depart, he broke 
out into his familiar ejaculation, ^ Oddsfidi ! this must not be.” 
In three strides he overtook the slowing retiring Everard, tapped 
him smartly on the Moulder, and, as he turned round, said, with 
an air of command, which he well knew how to adopt at pleasure, 
« One word with you, sir.” 

^ At your pleasure, sir,” replied Everard ; and naturally con- 
jecturing the purpose of his antagonist to be hostile, took hold of 
his rapier with the left hand, and laid the right on the hilt, not 
diqileased at the supposed call ; for anger is at least as much a-kin 
to disappointment as pity is said to be to love, 

^ Pshaw 1” answered tiie King , " that cannot be noia— Colonel 
Everard, I am Charles Stewart !” 

Everard recoiled in the greatest snrprise, and nest exclaimed, 
** Impossible — ^it cannot be ! The King of ^ts has escaped firam 
Bristol. — ^My Lord Wilmot, your talents for intrigue are well 
known ; hut this will not pass upon me.” 

^ The King of Scots, Master Everard,” replied Chariest "since 
yon are so pleased to limit his sovereignty— at any rate, the Eld- 
est Son of the late Sovereign of Britain— ia now before yon s there- 
fore it is imponible he oowd have escaped foom Bristol, Doctor 
Bodiediffa dmll be my voucher, and will tell you, moreover, that 
Wilmot is of a fitir complexion and lightbair 5 mine^ you may see, 
is swart aa a raven.” 

Roofaeriifib^ soring what was panogi abandoned Aliee to tiit 
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caro of Wildrake, whoso extreme delicacy in the attempts he made 
to bring her back to life, formed an amiable contrast to his usual 
wildness, and occupied him so much, that he remained for the 
moment ignorant of the disclosure in wliich he would have been 
80 much interested. As for Dr. Rochccliifc, he came forward, 
wringing his hands in all the demonstration of extreme anxiety, 
and with the usual exclamations attending such a state. 

‘‘Peace, Doctor Koehccliffe P’ said the King, with such complete 
self-possession as indeed became a prince ; wo arc in the hands, 1 
am satisfiod, of a man of honour. Master Everard must be pleased 
in finding only a fugitive prince in the person iu w'hom ho thought 
ho had d]sco> cred a successful rival. He cannot but be awaru of 
the feelings which prevented me from taking advantage of the 
cover whicii this young lady’s devoted loyalty afforded me, at the 
risk of her own happiness. He is the party who is to profit by 
my candour ; and cortamly I have a right to expect that my con- 
dition, already indifferent enough, sliall not be rendered worse 
by his becoming privy to it under such circumstances. At any 
rate, the avowal is made ; and it is for Giloiicl Everard to consi- 
der how ho is to conduct himself.” 

“ Oh, your Majesty 1 my Liege ! my King 1 my royal Prince 1 ” 
exclaimed Wildrake, who, at length discovering what was passing, 
had crawled on his knees, and seizing the King’s hand, was kiss- 
ing it, more like a child mumbling gingerbread, or like a lover 
devouring the yielded hand of his mistress, than in the maimer 
in which such salutations pass at court — If my dear friend Mark 
Everard should proi c a dog on this occasion, rely on me 1 will 
cut his throat on the spot, were I to do the same for myself the 
moment afterw'ards ! ” 

“ Hush, hush, my good friend and loyal subject,” said the King, 
“ and compose yourself ; for though 1 am obliged to put on the 
Prince for a moment, we have not privacy or safety to receive 
our subjects in King Cambyses’ vein.” 

Everard, who liad stood for a time utterly confounded, awoke 
at length like a man from a dream. 

“ Sire,” he said, bowing low, and with profound deference, “ if 
I do not offer you the homage of a subject with knee and sword, 
it is because God, by whom kings reign, has denied you for the 
present the power of ascending your throne without rekindling 
civil war. For vour safety being endangered by me, let not such 
an imagination for an instant cross your mind. Had I not re- 
spected your person — ^were I not bemnd to you for the candour 
with whudi your noble avowal has prevented the misery of my 
future life, your misfortaneB would have rendered your person as 
saered, so far as 1 ean protect it, as it could be esteemed by the 
most devoted royalist in the kingdom. If yewe plans are soundly 
considered, and securely laid, think that all which is now passed 
is but a dream. If they are in such a state that I can aid them, 
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having my duty to the Commonwealth, which will permit me to 
be privy tu no schemes of actual violence, your Majesty may com- 
mand my sc'rvices.” 

“ It may be 1 may be troublesome to you, sir,” said Die King ; 

for my fortunes are not such as to permit roe to reject oven tlie 
most limited offers of assistance ; but if 1 can, I will dispeiibe with 
applying to you. I would not willingly put any man’s composhion 
at war with Ins sense of duty on my account. — Doctor, 1 think 
there will he no farther tilting to-day, cither with sword or canc ; 
so we may as well return to the Lodge, and leave these ” — look- 
ing at Alice and Everard — who may have more to say in expla- 
nation.” 

No— -no I” exclaimed Alice, who was now perfectly come to 
herself, and i>artl> by her own observation, and partly from the 
report of Dr. Kochecliffe, coiuprehended all that had taken place 
— ^ My cousin Everard and 1 have nothing to explain ; he will 
forgive me for having riddled with him wdieii 1 dared not speak 
plainly ; and 1 forgive him for having read my riddle wrong. 
But my father lias niy promise — ^we must not correspond or con- 
verse for the present — I return instantly to the Lodge and he 
to Woodstock, unless you, sire,” bowing to the King, command 
his duty otherwise. Instant to the town, Cousin Markliam ; and 
if danger slioiild approach, give us warning.” 

Everard would have delayed her departure, would liave ex- 
cused himself for Ins imjust suspicion, would have said a thou- 
sand things; but she w<iuld not listen to him, saying, for all 
other answer, — Farewell, Markliain, till God send better days !” 

" She is an angel of truth and beauty,” said Roger Wildrake ; 
** and I, like a blasphemous heretic, called her a Lindabridcs I* 
But lias your Majesty, craving your pardon, no commands for 
poor Hodge Wildrake, who wiU blow out his own or any other 
man’s brains in England, to do your Grace a pleasure t” 

"We entreat our good friend Wildrake to do nothing hastily,” 
said Charles, smiling ; ^ such brains as his ore rare, and should 
not be rashly dispersed, as the like may not be easily collected. 
We recommend him to be silent and prudent — to Ult no more 
with loyal clergymen of the Church of England, and to get him- 
self a new jackot with all convenient speed, to which we beg to 
contribute our ro^ul aid. When fit time comes, we hope to find 
other service fur him.” 

As he spoke, he slid ten pieces into the hand of poor Wildrake, 
who^ confounded with the excess of his lo^al gn^tude, blubbered 
like a child, and would have followed the King, had not Dr. 
BochecHffe, in few words, but peremptory, insisted that he should 
return with his patron, promising him he should certainly be em- 
ployed in assisting the King's escape, could an opportanity be 
found of using his services. 


* A sort of ooort asDo for s fomslo of no rtpntalkn. 
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** Be 80 generous, reverend nr, and yon bind me to you for 
ever,** aaid the cavidier ; ^ and 1 conjure you not to keep malice 
against me on account of the foolery you wot of.” 

« 1 have no occasion. Captain Wildrake,” said the Doctor, 
" for I think T had the l^st of it.” 

« Well, then. Doctor, I forgive you on my part ; and I pray 
you, for Christian cluurity, let me have a finger in this good service ; 
for as I live in hope of it, rely that I shall die of disappointment.” 

While the Doctor and soldier thus spoke together, Charles took 
leave of Everard, (who remained uncovered while he spoke to 
him,) witli his usual grace — 1 need not bid you no longer be 
jealous of me,” said the King ; " for 1 presume you will scarce 
think of a match betwixt Alice and me, which would be too los- 
ing a one on her side. For other thoughts, tlio wildest libertine 
could not entertain them towards so hi^h-minded a creature; 
and believe me, that my sense of her ment did not need tliis last 
distinguished proof of her truth and loyalty. 1 saw enough of 
her from her answers to some idle sallies of gallantry, to know 
with what a lofty character she is endowed. Mr. Everard, her 
happiness 1 see depends on you, and 1 trust you will be the care- 
ful guardian of it. If we can tako any obstacle out of the way 
of your joint happiness, be assured wo will use our influence. — 
Farewell, sir ; if we cannot bo better friends, do not at least let 
us entertain harder or worse thoughts of each other than we have 
now.” 

There was something in the manner of diaries that was ex- 
tremely affeetmg ; something too, in his condition as a fugitive 
in the kingdom which was his own by inheritance, that made a 
direct appeal to Everard’s bosom — ^though in contradiction to the 
dictates of that policy which he judged it his duty to pursue in 
the distracted dicumstances of the country. He remained, as 
we have said, uncovered ; and in his manner testified the highest 
expression of reverence, up to the point when such might seem 
a symbol of allegiance. He bowed so low as almost to approach 
his lips to the hand of Charles-^hut he did not kiss it. — ^ I would 
rescue your person, sir,” he said, ** with the purchase of my own 
lifeu More”——- He stmped iJiort, and the King took up his 
sentence where it broke on— More you cannot do,” said Cliarles, 
^ to maintan an honourable oonsistmioy — ^but what you have said 
is enough. You cannot render homage to my proffered hand as 
that of a sovereign, butsyou will not prevent my taking yonrs as 
a friend— 4f you allow me to odl myself so — 1 am sure, as a well- 
wisher at met” 

The genatons soul of Everard was touched — He took the King’s 
handL imd pressed it to his lips. 

Oh!” he said, ” were better lames to oome” 

" Bifid youifidf to aothu^ deir Everard,” said the good- 
natured Pnnds, partaking his emotion— We reason ill while 
our frdfcgs are moved. 1 wiU recruit no man to his loss, nor 
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will 1 have my fiJIen fortunes involve those of others, because 
they have humanity enough to pity my present condition. If 
better times come, why we will meet again, and 1 hope to our 
mutual satisfaction. If not, as your future father-in-law would 
say,” (a benevolent smile came over his face, and accorded not 
unraeetly with his glistening eyea,)^< If not, this parting was 
well made.” 

Everard turned away with a deep bow, almost choking under 
contending feelings ; the uppermost of which was a sense of the 
generosity with which Charles, at his own imminent risk, had 
cleared away the darkness tliat seemed about to overwhelm his 
prospects of happiness for life-mixed with a deep sense of the 
penis by which he was environed. He returned to the little 
town, followed by his attendant Wildrake, who turned back so 
often, with weeping eyes, and hands clasped and uplifted as sup- 
plicating Heaven, that Everard was obliged to remind him that his 
gestures might be observed by some one, and occasion suspicion. 

The generous conduct of the King during the closing part of 
this remarkable scene, had not escaped Alice’s notice ; and, eras- 
ing at once from her mind all resentment of Charles’s former 
conduct, aud all the suspicions they had deservedly excited, awa- 
kened m her bosom a sense of the natural goodness of his dispo- 
sition, which permitted her to unite regard for his person, with 
that reverence for his high office in which she had b^n educated 
as a portion of her creed. She felt convinced, and delighted with 
the conviction, that his virtues were his own, his libertinism the 
fault of education, or ratlier want of education, and the corrupt- 
ing advice of sycophants and fiatterers. She could not know, or 
perhaps did not in that moment consider, that in a soil where no 
care is taken to eradicate tares, they will outgrow and smother 
the wholesome seed, even if the last is more natural to the soil. 
For, as Dr. Kocheliffe informed her afterwards for her edification, 
— ^promifflng, as was his custom, to explain the precise worda 
on some future occasion, if she would put him in mind — VWtuu 
reeUnrem dueemque dentJerat; VUia sine magiitro dwmntur.* 

There was no roA>m for such reflections at present. Conseious 
of mutual sincerity, by a sort of intellectual communication, 
through which individnals are led to understand each other bet- 
ter, perhapfs in delicate circumstances^ than by words, reserve 
and simulation appeared to be now banished from the inteiooume 
between the King and Alice. With manly frankness, and, at the 
same time, with princely oondescension, he requesM her, ex- 
hausted as she was, to accept of his arm on the way homeward, 

« The qnotattona of the leaned doctor and ntiqnsiy were >01100 MHulo- 
tevpieted, though •eldom nnconuunnicnted* owiiwio hla otmtenpt tar thooe 
who did not unoenland the leaned Ungnsgea a^hia dialike to tne labour of 
tnnetafchni,ibr'tlMbenefltofladieBandofoo« 3 itirgentlenion. ThutfUrraadeia 
andeountn thanoe mur not on thia ooeaehm hnrat In ignomnea we add the 
meaning of the paaaage'in the text—** Firtue nMiiret^ aid ifugewnur 
oiM^dirweCor / vtoet an karmd wUheut a lescAer.^ 
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instead of that of Dr. RochpolifTe ; and Alice accepted of his sup- 
port with modcht humility, but without a shadow of misti'uat or 
fear. It seemed as if the last half hour had satibiied them per- 
fectly with the character of each other, and that each had full 
conviction of the purity and sincerity of the other's mtcntioUH. 

Dr. RochecliiTc, m the meantime, had fallen some four or five 
puces behind ; for, less light and active than Alice, (who had, be- 
sides, the assistance of the King’s support,) he was unable, with- 
out effort and difficulty, to keep up with the pace of Charles, who 
then was, as we have elsewhere noticed, one of the best walkers 
in England, and was sometimes apt to forget (as great men will) 
tliat others woro inferior to him in activity. 

« Dear Alice,” said the King, but as if the epithet were entirely 
fraternal, " 1 like your Everard much — I would to God he were 
of our determination— Dut since that cannot be, 1 am sure he will 
prove a generous enemy.” 

May it please you, sire,” said Alice, modestly, but with some 
firmness, " my cousin will never bo your Majesty's personal ene- 
my — and he is one of the few on whose' slightest word you may 
rely more than on the oath of those who profess more strongly 
and formally, ile is utterly iiicajiable of abusing your Majesty’s 
most generous and voluntary confidence.” 

** On my honour, I believe so, Alice,” replied the King : " But 
oddsfibli ! my girl, let Majesty deep fur the present — it concerns 
my safety, os I told your brother lately — Cali me sir, then, which 
belongs alike to kiug, peer, knight, and gentleman — or rather let 
me bo wild Louis Kerueguy again.” 

Alice looked down, and sliook her hoad. ^ That cannot be, 
please your Majesty.” 

" What ! Louis was a saucy companion — a naughty presuming 
boy — and you cannot abide him 1 — Well, perhaps you are right — 
But wc will wait for Doctor Rochecliffe” — ^he said, desirous, with 
good-natured delicacy, to make Alice aware that he had no pur- 
pose of engaging her in any discussion which could recall painful 
ideas. They paused accordingly, and again she felt relieved and 
grateful. 

1 cannot persuade our fair friend, Mistress Alice, Doctor,” 
said the King, tliat she must, in prudence, forbear using titles 
of respect to me, while there are such very slender means of sus- 
taining.tliom.” 

** liiB a reproach to earth and to fortune,” answrored tlie divine, 
as fiiat as his recovered breath would permit him, << that your 
moat sacred Majesty’s present condition should not accord with 
the rendering of those honours which are your own by birth, and 
whidi, with God’s blessing on the efforts of vour lo^al subjects, 
1 hope to aee rendered to you as your hereditary right, by the 
imivmil voice of the three kingdoms.” 

" True, Doctor,” replied the King ; but, in the meanwhile, 
can you expound to Mistress Alice Lee two lines of Horaoe, 
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which I have carried ui my thick Iwad several years, till now 
they have come pat to my j)iirpo!s(*. As iny canny subjecth of 
Scotland sa>, If you keep a thing seven years you are sure to find 
a use for it at last — Tdfphm — a>, so it begins — 

* Tdt’phus et Pdf>n^ ivm iHwper tieiut ntnfpir, 

PrvjiCil antpaUiti ct iesqutiM'dalia u rba 

“ I will ex])]ain the pas'Wgo to Mistros^i Alice,” said the Doc- 
tor, “ when she reminds me of it — or jreithcr,” (ho addod, recol- 
lecting that hiR ordinary dilatory answer on such occasii>nH ought 
not to he rctunicd wlion the order for exposition emanated from 
his Sovereign,) “ 1 will repeat a poor couplet from my own trans- 
lation of the poem — 

* Henieii an«1 kiiiKfi m e\i)c fen'eii to roam 
I/iave awwllint; plirnai and iK‘Vi‘ii-lc.if{ued words at homo 

•* A most admirable version, Doch»r,” said Charles : ** I feel 
all its force, and particulaily the bc*autiful mideniig of fenquipe- 
iialia rtrba intri seven -leagued bools — words 1 mean — it reminds 
me, like half the things I meet with iu this world, of the Contf 
dt Oommkre VOye'' * 

Thus conversing they reached the Lodge ; and as the King 
went to his chaniher to prepare for tlic breakfast Bummun^ pow 
impending, the idea crossed his mind, “ W ilmot, and Villiers, 
and Killigrew, would laugh at me, did they hear of a campaign 
in which neither man nor w'oman had been conquered — But, 
oddsfish 1 let them laugh as they will, there is sumetliiiig at my 
heart which tells me, tliat for once in my life I have acted well/* 

That day and the next were spent in tranquillity, the King 
waiting impatiently for the intelligence, which was to announce 
to him that a vessel was prepared somewhere on the coast. None 
such was yet in readiness ; but he learned that the indefatigable 
Albert Lee was, at great personal risk, traversing the sea-coast 
from town to village, and oiideavouriug to find means of embark- 
ation among the friciids of the royal cause, and the correspond- 
ents of Dr. RochuclifTe 


CHAPTER XXIX. 

Rufliao, let do that rudo unrl\ il touch ’ 

Two GetUinrifu of Verona* 

It is time wo should give some account of the other actors in 
our drama, the interest due to the principal personages having 
for some time engrossed our attention exclusively. 

We are, therefore, to inform the reader, that the lingering 
longings of the Commissioners, who had bmu driven forth of 
thew proposed paradise of Woodstock, not by a cherub indeed, 


* Taloa of Mother Ooose. 
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but, as they thought, ^ spirits of another sort, still detained 
them in the vicinity. They had, indeed, left the little borough 
under pretence of indifferent accommodation. The more palpable 
reasons were, that they entertained some resentment a^inst 
Everard, as the means of their disappointment, and had no mind 
to reside where their proceedings could be overlooked by him, 
although they took leave in terms of the utmost respect. They 
went, however, no farther than Oxford, and remained there, as 
ravens, who are accustomed to witness the chase, sit upon a tree' 
or crag, at a little distance, and watch the disembowelling of the 
deer, expecting the relics which fall to their share. Meantime, 
the UiiiverMity and City, but especially the former, supplied them 
with some means of employing their various faculties to advan- 
tage, until the expected moment, when, as they hoped, they 
eliould either be summoned to Windsor, or Woodstock should 
once more be abandoned to their discretion. 

Bletson, to pass the time, vexed the souls of such learned and 
pious divines and scholars, as he could intrude his hateful pre- 
sence upon, by sophistry, atheistical discourse, and challenges to 
them to impugn the most scandalous theses. Dcsborough, one of 
the most brutally ignorant men of the period, got himself nomi- 
nated the head of a college, and lost no time in cutting down 
trees, and plundering plate. As for Harrison, he preached m 
full uniform in Saint Mary’s Church, wearing his buff-coat, boots, 
and spurs, os if lie were about to take the field for the fight at 
Armageddon. And it was hard to say, whether that seat of Learn- 
ing, Religion, and Loyalty, as it is eriled by Clarendon, was more 
vexed by the rapine of Dcsborough, the cold scepticism of Blet- 
son, or the frantic enthusiasm of the Fifth-Monarchy Champion. 

Ever and anon, soldiers, under pretence of relieving guard, or 
otherwise, went and came betwixt Woodstock and Oxford, and 
maintained, it may be supposed, a correspondence with Trusty 
Tomkins, who, though he chiefly resided in the town of Wood- 
stock, visited the Lodge occasionally, and to whom, therefore, 
they doubtless trusted for information concerning the proeeed- 
inn there. 

Indeed, this man Tomkins seemed by some secret means to 
have gained the confldenco in part, if not in whol^ of almost 
every one connected with these intrigues. AH closeted him, all 
conversed with him in private ; those who had the means propi- 
tiated him with gifts, those who had not were liberal of promiseB. 
When he chanced to appear at Woodstock, which always seemed 
as it were by aioeident — if he passed through the hall, uie knight 
was sure to ask him to take we finis, and was equally certain to 
be, after less or more resistance, victorious in the encounter; so^ 
in coBsiideratum of so many triumphs, the good Sir Henry almost 
fi»f|iTe him the sins of rebelHon and pontanism. Thin, if his 
stow and fonnal atop was heard in the passages approsching the 
gaUeiy, Dr. Bocheoliffe, though he never introduced him to 
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his peculiar boudoir, was sure to meet Master Tomkins in some 
neutral apartment, and to engage him in long conversations, 
which apparently had great interest for both. 

Neither was the Independent’s reception below stairs less gra- 
cious tlian above. Joceline failed not to welcome him with the 
most cordial frankness ; the pasty and the flagon were put m im- 
mediate requisition, and good cheer was the general word. The 
means for this, it may lie observed, had grown more plenty at 
Woodstock since the arrival of Dr. 'Kochecliffe, who, in qua- 
lity of agent for several royalists, had various sums of money at 
his disfiosal. By these funds it is likely tliat Trusty Tomluns 
also derived his own full advantage. 

Ill hiH occasional indulgence in what ho called a fleshly frailty, 
(and for which he said he had a privilege,) which was in truth 
an attachment to strong liquors, and that in no moderate degret*, 
his language, at other times remarkably decorous and reserved, 
became i^ild and animated. He sometimes talked with all the 
unction of an old debauchee, of former exploits, such as deer- 
stealing, orcliard robbing, drunken gambols, and desperate aifrays 
in which he had been engaged in the earlier part of his life, sung 
bacchanalian and amorous ditties, dwelt sometimes upon adven- 
tures which drove Phoebe Mayfloaer from the contiuiny, and 
penetrated even the deaf ears of Dame Jcllioot, so as to make the 
buttery in which he held his carousals no proper place for the 
poor old woman. 

In the middle of these wild rants, Tomkins twice or thrice sud- 
denly ran into religious topics, and spoke mysteriously, but with 
great animation, and a rich eloquence, on the happy and pre- 
eminent saints, who were saints, as he termed them, indeed — 
Men who had stormed the inner treasure-house of Heaven, and 
possessed themselves of its choicest jewels. All other sects ho 
treated with the utmost contempt, as merely quarrelling, as he 
expressed it, like hogs over a trough about husks and acorns ; 
under which derogatory terms, he included alike the usual rites 
and ceremonies of public devotiem, the ordinances of the esta- 
blished churches of Christianity, and the obeervances, nay, the 
forbearances, enjoined by every ckss of Christums. Scaroly 
hearing, and not at all understanding him, Joceline, who seemed 
his most frequent confidant on such occasions, genenlly led him 
back into some strain at rude mirth, or did reooUeetion of follies 
before the Civil Wars, without oarinff about or endeavourinjp; to 
analvze the (pinion of this saint of an evil fashion, but fully 
sensible of the protection which his presence afibrded at Wood- 
stock, sad confident in the honest meaning of so free^fcen a 
fellow, to whom ale and brandy, when bettw liquor was not to 
be come by, seemed to be pnneii^ objects of life,sad whodrank 
a health to the King, or any one else, whenever required, pro- 
vided the cup in whidi he vras to perform the libatioD were but 
a brimmer. 
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These peculiar doctrines, which were entertained hy a sect 
sometimes termed tlie Family of Love, but more commonly 
Ranters,* had mado some progress in times when such variety 
of religious opinions wci*e prevalent, that men pushed the jar- 
ring heresies to the verge of absolute and moht impious insanity. 
Secrecy had been enjoined on these frantic believers in a most 
blasphemous doctrine, b} the fear of eoiisoquc^ncos, should they 
come to bo generally announced ; and it was the care of Master 
Tomkins to conceal tho spiritual freedom which he pretended to 
liavo acquired, from all whose resentment would have been stir- 
rad by his public avowal of them. This was not difficult ; for 
their profeshion of faith permitted, nay, required their occasional 
conformity with the sectaries or profebsurs of any creed which 
chanced to be uppermost. 

Tomkins had aecorduigly the art to pass himself on Dr. Roche- 
diffo as still a zealous member of the Church of England, though 
serving under the enem^ *s colours, as a spy in their eunip ; and 
as he had on several times given him true and valuable intelli- 
gence, this active intriguer was tho mure easily induced to bcliovo 
his professions. 

Nevertheless, lest this person’s occasional prcseiico at the Lodge, 
which there were perhaps no means to pravent without exciting 
suspicion, should infer danger to the King’s |>erson, Rochecliffe, 
whatever confidence ho otherwise raposed in him, recommended 
that, if possible, the King sliuuld keep always out of lus sight, 
and when accidentally discovered, that he should only appear in 
the character of Louis Kerneguy. Joseph Tomkins, he said, was, 
he really believed. Honest Joe ; hut honesty was a horse w'hich 
might be overburdened, and there was no use in leading our 
neighbour into tei^tation. 

It seemed as if Iximkins himself had acquiesced in this limita- 
tion of confidence exercised towards him, or that ho wished to 
seem blinder than he really was to the presence of this stranger 
in the family. It occurred to Jocoline, who w'as a very shrewd 
fellow, that once or twdee, when by inevitable accident Tomkins 
had met Kcrnemy, he seemed less interested in the circumstanco 
than he would have expected from the man’s disposition, which 
was naturally prying and inquisiUve. " He asked no questions 
about the young stranger,” said Joceline — ^ God avert tiiat he 
knows or suspecta too much !” But his suspicions were removed, 
when, in the course of their subsequent conversation, Joseph 
Tomkins mentioned the King’s escape from Bristol as a thing 
positive^ certain, and named both the vessel in which he said 
he had gone off, and the master who commanded her, seeming so 
eonvinoed of the hnith of the report, that Joceline judged it im- 
possible he could have the slightest suspicion of the reality. 

Yet, notwithstanding this pezsuanon, and the eomradediip 


* See Note S. The FamiUfti. 
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which had been established between them, the faitliful under- 
keeper resolved to maintain a strict watch over hi» gossip Tom- 
kins, and be in readiness to give tlic alarm should occasion arise, 
Tpi'*'. h'' th^'iiuht. ho had reason to believe that his said friend, 
!ii‘: l.i- drunken and enthusiastic rants, uas as trust- 
worthy as be was csleeined by Dr. RocheclifTc ; yet still lie was 
an atlveiitiirer, the outside and lining of whose cloak were of dif- 
ferent colours, and a high reward, and pardon for past acts ot 
malignancy, might tempt him once nvoro to turn his tippet. For 
these reasons Joceline kept a strict, though unostentatious watch 
over Trusty Tomkins. 

We have fsaid, that the discreet seneschal was nniversally well 
received at Woodstock, whether in the borough or at the Dodge, 
and that even Joceline Jolitfe was anxious to conceal any suspi- 
cions which he cuuhl not altogether repress, under a great show 
of cordial hospitality. There were, however, two individuals, 
who, for ver\ ditferent reasons, nourished personal dislike against 
the individual so generally acceptable. 

One was Nc'hemiah lloldenough, who rememberr;d, with great 
bitterness of spirit, the Independent's violent intrusion into bis 
pulpit, and who ever spoke of liim in private as a l^ing missionary, 
into whom Satan had put a spirit of delusion ; and preached, 
besidcb, a solemn sermon on the Mibject of the false prophet, out 
of wiiost‘ mouth came frogs. The diseour.«c was highly prized by 
the Mayor and most of the better cla.ss, who conceived that their 
minister had struck a heavy blow at the very root of Inde- 
pendency. On the other hand, tlioso of tlie private spirit con- 
tended, that Joseph Tomkins had inado a tsucccssful and tnumi>li- 
ant rally, in an exhortation on the evening of the same day, in 
which he proved, to the conviction ot many handicraftsmen, that 
ibo i>as8agc! in Jerciniah, ** The prophets prophesy falfudy, and 
the priests bear rule by their means,’* was directly applicable to 
the Presbyterian system of church government. The clergyman 
dispatched an account of his advoniary’s conduct to the llevcrend 
Master Edwards, to be inserted in the neat edition of Gangreena, 
as a pestilent heretic ; and Tomkins recommended the pai'son to 
his master, Desborough, as a ^ood subject on whom to impose a 
round fine, for vexing the pnvate spirit ; assuring him, at the 
same time, that though the minister might seem poor, yet if a 
few troopers were quartered on him till the fine wras paid, every 
rich shopkeeper’s wife in the borough would rob the till, rather 
than go without the mammon of unrighteousness with which to 
redeem their priest from aufferance ; holding, according to his 
expression, wim Laban, ^ You have t^en from me my gods, and 
wlat have 1 morel” There was, of course, little cordiality 
between the polemical disputants, when religious debate took so 
worldly a tom. 

But Joe TomkinB was much more eonoemed at (he evil opinion 
which seemed to be entertained againat him, by one wheae good 
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naces he was greatly more desirous to obtain than those of Ne- 
hemiah Holdeuough. This was no other than pretW Mistress 
Phoebe Mayflower, for whose conversion he had felt a strong 
vocation, ever sinoe his lecture upon Shakspeare on their first 
meeting at the Lodge. He seemed desirous, however, to carry 
on this more serious work in private, and especially to conceal 
his labours from his friend Joceline Joliffe, lest, perchance ^ 
had been addicted to jealousy. But it was in vain that he plied 
the faithful damsel, sometimes with verses from the Canticles, 
rometimes with quotations from Green’s Arcadia, or pithy passages 
from Venus and Adonis, and doctrines of a nature yet more ab- 
struse, from tlie popular work entitled Aristotle’s Masterpiece. 
Unto no wooing of liis, sacred or profane, metaphybicai or physi- 
cal, would Phenbe Mayflower seriously inclme. 

The maiden loved Joceline Joliffe, on the one hand ; and, on 
the other, if she disliked Joseph TomlEins when she first saw him, 
as a rebellious puritan, she had uot been at all reconciled by find- 
ing reason to regard him as a hypocritical libertine. She hated 
him in both capacities — ^never endured his conversation when 
she could escape from it — and when obliged to remain, listened 
to him only because she knew he had been so deeply trusted, 
that to offend him might endanger the security of the family, m 
the service of which she had been born and bred up, and to whose 
interest she was devoted. For reasons somewhat similar, she 
did not suffer her dislike of the steward to become manifest 
before Joceline Joliffe, whose spirit, as a forester and a soldier, 
might have been likely to bring matters to an arbitrement, in 
which the couteau de chaue and quarterstaff of her favourite, 
would have been too unequally matched with the long rapier and 
pistols which his dangerous rival always carried about his person, 
but it is difficult to blind jealousy when there is aiw cause of 
doubt ; and perhaps the shaip watch maintained by Joceline on 
his comrade, was prompted not only by bis zeal for the King’s 
safety, but by some vime suspicion that Tomkins was not ill 
diapo^ to poach upon his own fair manor. 

Phoebe, in the meanwhile, like a prudent girl, sheltered herself 
as much as possible by the presence of Grody Jelliaot. Th«i, 
indeed, it is true the Independent, or whatever he was, used to 
follow her wi^ his addresm to very little jmrpose ; for Phoebe 
seemed as deaf, throiwh wilfulneBB, as the old matron by natural 
infimuty. Thia indifference highly incensed her new lover, and 
induced him anxiously to watch for a time and place, in whuffi he 
might ^end his suit with an energy that diould oommand 
attondon. Fortune, that malidous goddess, who so often ruins 
us by granCittg the ve^ object of our vows, did st length prooEore 
him mkh an opportunity as he had long coveted. 

hk was about samet^ or shortly after, when Phoebe, upon whose 
aedvity much of the domestie anungsmenis depsiidea, went as 
far sa Fair Rotamond*B spring to obtain water tor the evening 
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meal, or rather to gratify the prejudice of the old knight, who 
believed that celebrated fountain afforded the choicest aupiilies of 
tlie necessary element. Such was the respect in which he was 
lield by his whole family, that to neglect any of his wishes that 
could be gratified, though with inconvenience to themselves, 
would, in their estimation, have been almost equal to a breacli of 
religious duty. 

To fill the pitcher had, we know, been of late a troublesome 
task ; but Joceline’s ingenuity had fio far rendered it easy, by 
repairing rudely a part of the ruined front of the ancient foun- 
tain, that the water was collected, and trickling along a wooden 
spout, dropped from a height of about two feet. A damsel was 
thereby enabled to place her pitcher under the slowly dropping 
supply, and, witliout toil to herself, might wait till lier vessel was 
filled. 

Phoebe Mayflower, on the evening wo allude to, saw, for the 
first time, this little improvement ; and, justly eonHidc^ring it as 
a piece of gallantry of lier silvan admirer, designed to save her 
the trouble of performing her ta^k in a more inconvenient man- 
ner, she gratefully emplo^'ed the minutes of ease which the con- 
tnvance procured her, in reflecting on the good-natui'e and 
ingenuity of tlie obliging engineer, and perhaps in thinking he 
Tinght have dune as wisely to have waited till she came to the 
fountain, that he might have hccured personal thanks for the 
trouble he had taken. But then she knew he was detained in 
the buttery with tliat odious Tomkins, and rather than have seen 
the Independent along with him, she would have renounced the 
thought ii meeting Joceline. 

As she was thus reflecting, Fortune was malicious enough to 
send Tomkins to the fountain, and without Joci'line. When she 
saw his figure darken the path up which he came, an anxious 
reflection came over the poor maiden’s breast, that she was alone, 
and within theveige of the forest, where in general persons were 
prohibited to come during the twilight, for disturbing the deer 
settling to their repose. She encouraged herself, however, and 
resolved to show sense of fear, altliough, as the steward ap- 
proached, ihsm waa something in the man’s look and eye no way 
calculated to allay her apprehensions. 

^ The blessings of the evening upon you, my pretty maiden,” 
be wid. " I meet you even as tlie chief servant of Abraham, 
who was a steward like mysdf, met Rebecca, the daughter ^ 
Bethuel, the son of Milcah, at ^e well of the city of Mhor, in 
Mesopoismia. Shall I not, ^erefore, say to you, set down thy 
pitcher that I may drink 1 ” 

" The idteher ia at your service, Master Tomkins,” she re- 
plied, ^ and you may drink as mnoh aa yon will ; but yon have, 
1 wanant, dxank better liquor, and that not long abuse." 

It ww, indeed, obvious that the steward had arisen from a 
revel, for hia featurea were somewhat fioriied, thon|^ he had 
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rttoppcd far nhort of intoxication. But Phoabe's alarm at bis first 
appearance Has rather increased when she observed how ho had 
been latidy employed. 

“ I do but use my privilege, my pretty Rebecca ; the earth is 
given to the saints, and tlio fulness thci*cof. They shall occupy 
and enjoy it, both the riches of the mine, and the treasures of the 
vine ; and they shall njoiee, and their hearts be merry within 
them. Thou hast j et to learn the privileges of the saints, my 
Rebecca.” 

My name is Phoebe,” said the maiden, in order to sober the 
onthuhiastic rapture which he cither felt or affected. 

“ Phoebe after the flesh,” ho said, “ but Re^beeca being spirit- 
naVised •, tor art thou not a wandering and stray abeep \ — and am 
1 not sent to fetch tbee within the fi5d I — Wherefore else was it 
said. Thou shalt find her seattsl hy tlu^ well, in the w'ood winch 
IS called after tho ancient harlot, Rosamond \ ” 

" You have found me silting here sure enough,” said Phoebe ; 
« hut if .you wish to keep m<» company, you must w'alk to th<* 
Lodc[e with me ; and you shall c.irry my pitcher for me, if you 
will be so kind. I will hoar all the good things you have to say 
to me as we go along. But Sir Henry calls for his glass of w'ater 
regularly before prayers.” 

“ What ! ” exclaimed Tomkins, hath tho old man of bloody 
hand and iicrvcrse heart sent thee hither to do the work of a 
bondswoman T Verily thou shalt return enfranchised; and for 
the water thou hast drawn for him, it shall be poured forth, oven 
as David caused to bo poured forth the water of the well of Dctli- 
Ichem.” 

So saying, he emptied the water pitcher, in spite of Phoebe’s 
Gxclamatiuiis and entreaties. 11c then replaced tho vessel be- 
neath the little conduit, and continued ; — Know* that this shall 
be a token to thee. The filling of that pitcher shall be like the 
running of a sand-glass ; and if within the time which shall pass 
ere it rises to the brim, thou shalt listen to the words which X 
Hhall say to thee, then it shall bo well with thee, and thy place 
shall be high among those who, forsaking the instruction which 
is as milk for babes and sucklings, eat the strong food which 
nourishes manhood. But if the pitcher shall overbrim with water 
ere tliy ear shall hear and understand, thou shalt then be given 
as a prey, and as a boudamaiden,unto those who shall possess the 
iat and the fair of the earth.” 

" You frighten me, Master Tomkins,” said Pheebe, ** though 
1 am sure you do not mean to do so. I wonder how you dm 
sp^ words 80 like the good words in the Bible, when you know 
how yofu laughed at your owu master, and all the rest of them — 
when you limped to play tlio hobgoUina at the Lodge.” 

^ Thxnk^id thou then, thou simple fool, that in putting that de- 

to me, foolish g^ When I lived 
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the most wild, malif^aut rakehell in Oxfordshire, freqaentin;; 
wakes and fairs, dancinfr around Maypoles, and showing my lus- 
tifaood at football and cudgel-playing — Yea, when I was called, ni 
the language of tlie uncircuracised, Philip HazeldiDe,aiid was one 
of the singers in the choir, and one of the ringers in the steepliN 
and served the pnest yonder, by name RocheoUfiFe, 1 was not 
farther from the straight road than when, after long reading, 1 at 
length found one blind guide after another, all burners of bricks 
in Egypt. I left them one by one, the poor tool Harrison being 
the last ; and by my own unassisted strength, 1 have struggled 
forward to tlie broad and blessed light, whereof tliou too, Phosbe, 
shalt be partaker.” 

‘‘ 1 thank you, Master Tomkins,” said Phoebe, suppressing 
some fear under an appearance of indifference ; but 1 shall 
have light enough to carry home my pitcher, would you hut let 
me take it ; and tliat is all the want of light 1 shall have thiN 
evening.” 

So saying, she stooped to take the pitcher from tlie fountain ; 
but he snatched hold of her by the arm, and prevented her from 
accomplishing her purpose. Phoabe, however, was the daughter 
of a bold forester, prompt at thoughts of self-defence; and 
though she missed getting hold of the pitcher, she caught up m- 
stead a large pebble, which she kept concealed in her right baud. 

<< Stand up, foolish maiden, and listen,” said the Independent, 
sternly ; " and know, in one word, that sin, for which the spirit 
of man is punished with the veng(*anec of Heaven, lieth not in 
the corporal act, hut in the thought of the sinner. Believe, 
lovely Phoebe, that to the pure all acts are pure, and that sin in 
in our thought, not in our actions — even as the radiance of the 
day is dark to a blind man, but seen and enjoye^l by him whose 
eyes receive it. To him who is but a novice in the things of the 
spirit, much is enjoined, much is prohibited ; and he is fed witli 
milk fit for babes, — for him are ordinances, prohibitions, and 
commands. But the saint is above these ordinances and re- 
straints. — To him, as to the chosen child of the house, is given 
the pasb-key to opeh all locks which withhold him from the en- 
joyment of his heart’s desire. Into such pleasant paths will I 

g uide thee, lovely Phosbe, as shall unite in joy, in innocent free- 
om, pleasures, which, to the unprivileged, are sinful and pro- 
hibited.” 

** 1 really wish, Master Tomkins, you would let me go home,” 
said Phosbei not comprehending the nature of his doctrine, but 
disliking at once his words and his numner. He went on, however, 
with the aecnrsed and blasphemous doctrines, which, in common 
with others of the pretended saints, he had adopted, after having 
lon^ shifted from one sect to another, until he settled in the vile 
belief, that sin, being of a character exduaively spiritual, only 
euated in the though^ and that the worst actions were pennit- 
ted to those who had attained to the piteh of believing tbem- 
VOL. XXI, T 
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selves above cxrdinance. ** Thus, my Phoabe^” he continued, en- 
deavonring to draw her towards him, 1 can offer thee more 
than ever was held out to woman since Adam first took his bride 
by the hand. It shall be for others to stand dry-lipped, doing 
penance, like papists, by abstinence, when the vessel of pleasure 
pours f(^i its delights. Dost thou love money t — 1 have it, and 
can procure more — am at liberty to procure it on every hand, 
and by every means — ^tlie earth is mine and its fulness. Do you 
desire power? — which of these poor cheated commissioner-fel- 
lows' estates dost thou covet, I will work it out for thee ; for X 
deal with a mightier spirit than any of them. And it is not 
without warrant that I have aided the malignant Rochecliffe, and 
the clown Joliffe, to frighten and baffle tliem in the guise they 
did. Ask what ^ou wilt, l^hoebe, I can give, or 1 can procure 
it for thee — ^Theu enter with me into a life of delight in this 
world, which sliall prove but an anticipation of the joys of Para- 
dise hereafter ! ’* 

Again the fanatical voluptuary endeavoured to pull the poor 
girl towards him, while she, alarmed, but not scar^ out of her 
presence of mind, endeavoured, by fair entreaty, to prevail on 
him to release her. But his features, in tliemsolves nut marked, 
had acquired a frightful expression, and he exclaimed, ** No, 
Phosbe-^o not think to escape — thou art given to me as a cap- 
tive — thou liast neglected the hour of grace, and it has glided past 
— See, the water trickles over iliy pitcher, which was to be a sign 
between us— Therefore 1 will urge thee no more with words, of 
which thou art not worthy, but treat thee as a recusant of offer- 
ed grace.” 

Master Tomkins,” said Phoebe, in an imploring tone, con- 
sider, for God’s sake, I am a fatherless child — do me no injury, 
it would bo a diame to your strength and your manhood — I can- 
not understand your fine words — 1 will think on them till to- 
morrow.” Then, in rising resentment, she added more vehe- 
mently — I will not bo used rudely — stand off, or 1 will do you 
a mischief.” But, as he pressed upon her with a violence, of 
which the object could not be mistaken, and endeavoured to se- 
cuie her right hand, she exclaimed, " Take it then, with a wanion 
to you !”-*-attd struck him an almost stunning blow on the face, 
with the pebble which she held ready for such an extremity. 

The fiinatie let her go, and staggered backward, half stopified ; 
whUe Phoebe instantly betook herself to flight, screaming for help 
as die ran, bnt still gnuping the victorious pebble. Initated to 
frensy by the severe blow which he had received, Tomkins pur- 
sued, wim every black passion in his soul and in his face, mingled 
with fiaar lesat hia viUany should be discovered. He callea on 
Phoebe loudly to stop, and had the brutdity to menace her with 
OBeef his p&tols if she eontinued to fly. Yet she slacked not 
her paee for his threats, and he must either have exeouted them, 
or aeen her eseape to oairy the tale to the Lodge, had she not 
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unhappily stumbled over the projecting root of a ftr-tree. But 
as he rushed upon his prey, rescue interposed in the person of 
Joceline Joliffe^ with his quarterstaff on his shoulder. ^ Uow 
now ? what means this 1 ” he said, stepping between Phoebe and 
her pursuer. Tomkins, already roused to fur}*, made no other 
answer thau by discharging at Joceline the pistol which he held 
in his hand. The ball grazed the under-keeper’s face, who, in 
requital of the assault, and saving Aha ! Let ash answer iron,” 
applied his quarterstaff with so much force to the Independent’s 
head, that lighting on the left temple, the blow proved almost in- 
stantly morcal. 

A few convulsive struggles were accompanied with these broken 
words, — “Joceline — I am gone — but I forgive thee — Doctor 
Rochcchife — 1 wish 1 had minded more — Oh ! — ^ilie clergyman 

— the funeral-service” As he uttered these words, indicative, 

it may be, of his return to a creed, which perhaps he had never 
abjured so thoroughly as he had persuaded himself, his voice was 
lost in a groan, which, rattling in the throat, seemed unable to 
find its way to the air. These were the Isbt symptoms of life : 
the clenched hands presently relaxed — ^the closed eyes opened, 
and stared on tho heavens a lifeless jelly — the limbs extended 
themselves and stiffened. The body, which was lately animated 
with life, was now a lump of senseless clay — ^tho soul, dismissed 
from its eartlily tenement in a moment so unhallowed, was gone 
before the judgment-seat. 

“ Oh, what have you done ? — what have you done, Joceline I” 
exclaimed Phoebe ; “ you have killed tiie man !” 

“ Better than he should have killed me,” answered Joceline; 
“ for ho was none of the blinkers that miss their mark twice run- 
ning. — And yet I am sorry for him. — Many a merry bout have 
we had together when he was wild Philip Hazcldine, and then 
he was ba^ enough ; but since he daubed over his vices with 
hypocrisy, he seems to have proved worse devil tlian ever.” 

“ Oh, Joceline, come away,” said poor Phoebe, “ and do not 
stand gazing on him thus for the wooidsxnan, resting on his fatal 
weapon, stood looking down on the corpse with the appearance 
of a man half stunned at tho event. 

“ This comes of the ale pitcher,” she continued, in the true 

S )r]e of female consolation, “ as 1 have often told you — ^For 
eaven’s sake, come to the Lodge, and lot us consult what is to 
be done.” 

“ Stay first, girl, and let me drag him out of the path ; we must 
not have him lie here in all men’s sight — Will you not help me, 
wem^ 1” 

“ I cannot, Joceline— 1 would not touch a lock on him for all 
Woodstodc.” . 

“ 1 must to *bi« gear myaelf, then,” said Joceline, who, a soldier 
as well as a woodsman, still had great relnctance to the necessary 
task. Something in the fiuse and broken words of the dying man 
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had made a deep and terrifio imprcflaion on nerves not easily 
shaken. He accomplished it, however, bo far as to drag the late 
steward out of the open path, and bestow his body amongst the 
undergrowth of brambles and briers, so as not to be visible unles** 
particularly looked after. Ho then returned to Phnebe, who had 
sate speochlcsa all the while beneath tho tree over whose roots 
she had stumbled. 

Come away, wench,” he said, ^ come away to the Lodge, and 
let us study how this is to be answered for — ^the mishap of his 
being killed will strangely increase our danger. What had he 
sought of thoe, wench, when you ran from him like a madwo* 
man 1 — But 1 can guess — Phil was always a devil among tlie 
giriM, and I think, as Doctor Rochccliffe says, that, since ho turned 
saint, he took to himself seven devils worse tlian himself. — Here 
is the very place where 1 saw him, with his sword in his liaud 
raised against the old knight, and he a child of the parish — it 
was high treason at least — but, by my faith, he hath paid for it 
at last.” 

** But, oh, Joceline,” said Phesbe, "how could you take so 
wicked a man into your counsels, and join him m all his plots 
almut scaring the roundhead gentlemen 1” 

" Why look thee, wench, 1 thought X knew him at the first 
meeting, especially when Bevis, who was bred here when he was 
a dog-leader, would not fly at him ; and when we made up our 
old acquaintance at the Lodge, 1 found he kept up a close corres- 
poiidonco with Doctor Rochecliffe, who was persuaded that he 
was a good King’s man, and held consequently good intelligenco 
with him. — The Doctor boasts to have learned much through 
hm means ; I wish to Heaven he may not liave been as commu- 
nicative in turn.” 

" Oh, Joceline,” said the waiting-woman, " you should never 
have let him within the gate of the Lodge !” 

" No more 1 would, if 1 had known how to keep him out ; but 
when ho went so frankly into our scheme, and told me how I was 
to dress myself like Bobison the player, whose ghost haunted 
Harrison — ^1 wiidi no ghost may haunt me I — when he taught me 
how to bear myself to terrify his lawful master, what could I 
think, wench 1 1 only trust the Doctor has kept the great secret 
of all from his knowledge. — But here we are at the Lodge. Go 
to thy diamber, wench, and ooinpm thyself. 1 must seek out 
Doctor Bocheclifie ; he is ever talking of his quick and ready in- 
ventioB. Here come times, I think, that will demand it all.” 

PhoBbe went to her chamber accordingly ; but the strength 
arising from the pressure of danger giving way when the danger 
was rconoved, she quickly fell into a succession of hysterical fits, 
whidi reqvdr^ the constant attention of Dame Jellicot^ and the 
less alarmed, hat more jadieions care of Mistress Alice, before 
thw even abated in their raiad recuiremSB. 

Tb» imder-keeper carried his news to the politic Doctor, who 
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^as extremely disconcerted, alarmed, nay angry with Jocclinr, 
for having slam a person on whoso conimunications he had ac- 
customed himself to rely. Yet his looks declared his Buspicion, 
whether his confidence had not been too rashly conferred — a stis- 
jiicion which presbod him the more aiixiousl}, that he was niiwiU- 
nig to avow i^ as a derogation from his cluiracter for shrewdness, 
on which he valued hinibelf. 

Dr. Rocheclific’s reliance, however, on the fidelity of Tomkins, 
had apparently good grounds. Dofore the Civil Wars, as may 
be partly collected from what has been already hinted at, Tom- 
kins, under his true name of liazeldine, had been under the pro- 
tection of tlie Hector of Woodstock, occasionally acted as hia 
clerk, was a distinguished member of his choir, and, being a handy 
and ingenious fellow, was employed in assisting the antiquarian 
I'esearches of Dr. RMheclifTc through tlic interior of Woodstock. 
When he engaged in the opposite side in the Civil Wars, he still 
kept up hia intelligence with the divine, to whom he had afforded 
what seemed valuable information from time to time. His assist- 
ance had latterly been eminently useful in aiding the Doctor, 
with the assistance of Joceliiie and Pheebe, in contriving and exe- 
cuting the various devices by which the Parliamentary Commis- 
Bioners had been expelled from Woodstock. Indecc^ his services 
in thi^ respect had been tliought worthy of no less a reward iliaii 
a present of what plate remained at the Lodge, which liad been 
promised to the liidepondont accordingly. The Doctor, there- 
fore, while admitting he might be a bad man, regretted him as a 
useful one, whose death, if enquired after, was likely to bring 
additional dauger on a house which danger already surrounded, 
and which contained a pledge so precious. 


CHAPTER XXX. 

Ottttto That thrust had been enemy indeed, 

But that mj coat is better than thou know'st. 

OtheNa^ 

On the dark October night succeeding the evening on which 
Tomkina was slain, Colonel Everard, besides his constant atten- 
dant Roger Wildrake, had Master Neliemiah Holdenough with 
him as a guest at supper. The devotions of the evening mving 
been performed according to the Presbyterian fashion, a light 
entertainment, and a double quart of burnt claret, were plarad 
before his friends at nine o’clock, an hour unusually late. Mas- 
ter Holdenough soon engaged himself in a polemieal discouiM 
against Sectaries and Independents, without buing aware that his 
eloquence was not very interesting to hia prinripu bearer, whose 
ideas in the meanwhile wandered to Woodstock and all which it 
ooDtained— the Prince, who lay concealed there— his unde— above 
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ally Alice Loo. As for Wildrake, after bestowing a mental curse 
both on Sectaries and Presbvteriansy as being, in his opinion, 
never a barrel the better herring, he stretched out his limbs, and 
would probably have composed himself to rest, but that he as well 
as his patron had thoughts which murdered sleep. 

The party were waited upon by a little gipsy-looking boy, in an 
orange-tawny doublet, much decayed, and gaimished with blue 
worsted lace. The rogue looked somewhat stinted in size, but 
active both in iutelligence and in limb, as his black eyes seemed to 
promise by their vivacity, lie was an attendant of Wildrake’s 
choice, who had conferr^ on him the nom de puerre of Spitfire, 
and had promised him promotion so soon as his young protege, 
Ifoeakfast, was fit to succeed him in his present office. It need 
scarce be said that the menage was maintained entirely at the ex- 

g ense of Colonel Everard, who allowed Wildrake to arrange tlie 
ouschold very much according to his pleasure. The page did 
not omit, in offering the company wine from time to time, to 
accommodate Wildrake with about twice the number of opportu- 
nities of refreshing liimBclf which ho conbidered it necessary to 
afford to the Colonel or his reverend guest. 

While they were thus engaged, the good divine lost in his own 
argument, and the hearers m their pHvate thoughts, their atten- 
tion was about half-past ten arrested by a knocking at the door 
of the house. To those who have anxious hearts, trifles give 
cause of alarm. 

Even a thing so simple as a knock at the door may have a 
character which excites apprehension. This was no quiet gentle 
tap, intimating a modest intruder ; no redoubled rattle, as the 
pompous annunciation of some vain person ; neither did it re- 
semble the formal summons to formal business, nor the cheerful 
\ihit of some welcome friend. It was a single blow, solemn and 
stem, if not actually menacing in the sound. The door was 
opened by some of the persons of the house ; a heavy foot ascended 
the stair, a stout man entered the room, and drawing the cloak 
from his face, said, Markham Everard, 1 greet thee in God’s 
name.’* 

It was General Cromwell. 

Everard, surpribed and taken at unaware^ endeavoured in vain 
to find words to express his astonishment. A bustle occurred in 
receiving the Gcnem, assisting him to uncloak himself, and offex^ 
ing in dumb ^ow the civilities of reception. The General cast 
his keen eye around the apartment, and fixing it first on the 
divine^ addressed Everard as foUows : 

" A reverend man I see is with thee. Thou art not one of those, 
good Msarikbam, who let the time unnoted and unimproved pass 
away. Gasting aside the things of tins world — pressing forward 
to thosO of tlia next— it is by thus using our time in this poor 
seat of temstrial sin and care, that we may, as it were But 
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how is this!*’ he continued, suddenly changing his tone, and 
speaking briefly, sharply, and anxiously ; one hatli left the room 
since I entered 1” 

Wildrakc had, indeed, been absent for a minute or two, but 
^ had now returned, and 8tcp])ed forward from a bay window, as if 
he had been out of sight only, not out of the apartment. Not 
so, sir, I stood but in the background out of respect Noble 
General, 1 hope all is well w ith tho Estate, that your Excellency 
makes us so late a visit i Would not your Excellency choose 
some'* 

“ Ah !” said Oliver, looking sternly and flxedly at him — ** Our 
trusty Go-between — our faithful confidant. — No, sir ; at present 1 
desire nothing more than a kind reception, which, methinks, iny 
friend Markham Everard is in no hurry to give me.” 

" You bring your own welcome, my lord,” said Everard, com- 
pelling himself to speak. " I can only trust it was no bad news 
that made your Excellency a late travcllor, and ask, like my fol- 
lower, what refreshment I shall command for your accommoda- 
tion.” 

^ The State is sound and healthy. Colonel Everard,” said the 
General ; and yet the less so, tliat many of its members, who 
have been hitherto workers together, and propoundors of good 
counsel, and advancers of the public weal, have now waxed cold 
in their love and in their affection for tho Good Cause, for which 
wc should bo ready, in our various degrees, to act and do, so soon 
as we are called to act that wlicrcunto we are appointed, neither 
rashly nor over-slothfully, neither lukewarmly nor over- violently, 
but with such a frame and disposition, in which zeal and charity 
may, as it were, meet and kiss each other in our streets. How'- 
bei^ because wo look back after w'p liave put our hand to the 
plou^, therefore is our force waxed dim.” 

<< Pardon me, sir,” said Nehemiah lloldenough, who, listening 
with some impatience, began to guess in w'hoso company he stood — 
" Pardon me, for unto this I have a warrant to speak.” 

^ Ah ! ah ' ” said Cromwell. Surely, most worthy sir, we 
grieve tlio Spirit v^hen we restrain those pourings forth, which 
like water from a rock” 

" Nay, therein 1 differ from you, sir,” said lloldenough ; " for 
as there is the moudi to transmit the food, and the profit to digest 
what Heaven hath sent ; so is the preacher ordained to teach and 
the people to hear ; the shepherd to gather the flock into the sheep- 
fold, the sheep to profit by the care of tlie sh^herd.” 

" Ah I my worthy sir,” said Cromwell, with much unction, 
" methinks you veige upon the great mistake, which Bupposes 
that churches are tiul large houses built by masons, and hcaren 
are men — wealthy men, ^o pay tithes, the larger as well as the 
less ; and that the priests, men in black gowns or grey cloaki^ who 
reeeivo tiie same, are in guerdon the only distributors of Christum 
blessings ; whereas, in my apprehension, there is mon of Ghria- 
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tian liberty in leavinf^ it to the discretion of the hungry soul to 
seek his edification where it can he fuund^ wheUicr from the 
mouth of a lay teacher, who claimeth his warrant from Heaven 
alou^ or at the dispensation of those who take ordination and 
degrees from synods and universities, at best but associationB of 
poor sinful creatures like themselves/' 

" Yon speak you know not what, sir,” replied Holdenough, im- 
patiently. " Can light come out of darkness, sense out of igno- 
rance, or knowledge of the mysteries of religion from such igno- 
rant mediciners as give poisons instead of wholesome medicaments, 
and cram with filth the stomachs of such as seek to them for food." 

This, which the Presbyterian divine uttered rather warmly, 
the General answered with the utmost mildness. 

** Lack-a-day, lack-a-day 1 a learned man, but intemperate ; 
over-zeal hatli eaten him up. — A well-a-day, sir, you may talk of 
your regular gospel-meals, but a word spoken in season by one 
whose heart is with your heart, just perhaps when you are riding 
on to encounter an enemy, or are about te mount a breach, is to 
the poor spirit like a rasher on tlic coals, whicli the hungry shall 
find preferable to a great banquet, at such times when Uie full 
soul loatheth the houey-coinb. Nevertheless, although 1 speak 
thus in my poor judgment, I would not put force on the conscience 
of any man, leaving to the learned to mllow tlie learned, and the 
wise to be instructed by the wise, while poor simple wretched 
souls are not to be denied a drink from the stream which run- 
neth by the way. — Ay, verily, it will he a comely sight in Eng- 
land wlien men shall go on as in a better world, hearing with 
each other’s mfirmities, joining m each other’s comforts — Ay, 
truly, the rich drink out of silver flagons, and goblets of silver, 
the poor out of paltry bowls of wood — and even so let it be, since 
they both drink the same element/’ 

Here an officer opened tiie door and looked in, to whom Crom- 
well, exchanging the canting drawl, in which it seemed he might 
have gone on interminably, for the short brief tone of action, 
called out, ^ Pearson, is he come !" 

^ No, sir," replied Pearson ; we have enquired for him at 
the place you noted, and also at other haunts of his about tlie 
town/’ 

" The knave !" said Cromwell, with bitter emphasis ; "can he 
have proved false 1 — No, no, his interest is too deeply engaged. 
We sl^ find him by and by. — Hark thee hither/’ 

While this conversation was going forward, the reader must 
imsipne the alarm of Everard. He was certain that the personal 
attendanoe of Cromwell must be on some most important account, 
and be could not but strongly suspect tibiat the General had some 
infonnation respeoting Charles’s luridng place. If taken, a re- 
newal of the ten^y of the 30tb of January was instantly to be 
apprelKBiDded, ana the min of the whole family of Lee, with him- 
tm probab^ indadedi must be Uie neoeasary consequence. 
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He looked eagerly for consolation at Wildrake, wliose counte- 
nance expressed much alarm, which he endeavoured to hear out 
with his usual look of confidence. But the weight withju was 
too great ; he sliufiled with his feet, rolled his eyes, and twisted 
his hands, like an unassured witness before an acute and not to 
be decoded judge. 

Oliver, meanwhile, loft his company not a minuto’s leisure to 
take counsel together. Even while his perplexed eloquence flow- 
ed on in a stream so mazy that no one 'could discover which way 
its course w'as tending, his sharp watchful eye rendered all at- 
tempts of Everard to hold cominunicatiou with Wildrake, even 
by signs, altogether vain. Everard, indeed, looked for an instant 
at the window, then glanced at Wildrakc*, as if to liixit tliere might 
be a possibility to escape that way. But the cavalier had replied 
with a disconsolate sliake of the head, so slight as to be almost 
imperceptible. Everard, therefore, lost all hope, and the melan- 
choly feeling of approaching and inevitable evil, was only varied 
by anxiety concerning the shape and mamier in which it was 
about to make its approach. 

But Wildrako had a spark of ho]ic left. The very instant 
Cromwell entered he had got out of the room, and down to tlie 
door of the house. ** Back — back !” repeated by two armed sen- 
tinels, convinced him that, as his fears had anticipated, the Ge- 
neral liad come neither unattended nor unprrqiared. He turned 
on his heel, ran up stairs, and meeting on the landing-place tlie 
boy whom he called Spitfire, hurried him into the small apart- 
ment which he occupied as his own. Wildrake had been shoot- 
ing that morning, and game lay on the table. He pulled a feather 
from a woodcock's wing, and saying hastily, " For thy life, Spit- 
fire, mind my orders — I will put thee safe out at the window into 
the court — the yard wall is not high — and there will be no sentry 
there — Fly to Ihc Lodge, as thou would’st win Heaven, and give 
this featlier to Mistress Alice Lee, if possible— if not, to Jocelino 
JolifFo — say 1 have won the wager of the young lady. Dost 
mark me, boy 1” 

The slurp-witted youth clapped his hand in his master's, and 
onW replied, ** Done, and done." 

Wildrake opened the window, and, though the height was con- 
siderable, he contrived to let the boy down safely by holding his 
cloak. A heap of straw on which Spitfire lighted rendered the 
descent perfectly safe, and Wildrake saw him scramble over the 
wall of the court-yard, at the angle which bore on a back lane ; 
and 80 rapidly was this accomplished, that the cavalier liad just 
re-entered the room, when, the bustle attending Cromwell’s ar- 
rival subsiding, his own abwnce began to be nouoed. 

He remriin^ during Cromwell's lecture on the vanity of creeds, 
anxious in mind whemer he might not liave done better to send 
an expUeit veriial message, since there was no time to write. Bui 
the chanee of boy being stopped, or becoming confused wiUi 
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feeling himself the mei^nger of a hurried and important com- 
munication, made him, on tiie whole, glad tliat he had preferred 
a more enigmatical way of conreying the intelligence. He had, 
therefore, the advantage of his patron, for he was conscious still 
of a spark of hope. 

Pearson had scarce shut the door, when Holdenough, as ready 
in arms against the future Dictator as he had been prompt to 
encounter the supposed phantoms and fiends of Woodstock, re- 
sumed his attack upon tho schismatics, whom he undertook to 
prove to be at once soul-slayers, false brethren, and false mes- 
sengers ; and was proceeding to allege texts in behalf of liis pro- 
position, when Cromwell, apparently tired of tlio discussion, and 
desirous to introduce a discourse more accordant with his real 
feelings, interrupted him, though very cKilty, and took the dis- 
course into his own hands. 

“ Lack-a-day,” he said, “ the good man speaks truth, accord- 
ing to his knowledge and to his hghts, ay, bitter truths, and hard 
to be digested, while wc sec as men see, and not with the eyes of 
angels. False messongers, said the reverend man I — ay, truly, 
the world is full of such. You shall see them who will caiTy 
your secret message to the house of your mortal foe, and will 
say to him, ^ Lo ! my master is going forth with a small train, 
by such and such desolate places ; be you speedy, therefore, 
that you may arise and slay him.’ And another, who know- 
eth where the foe of your house, and enemy of your person, lies 
hidden, shall, instead of telling his master thereof, carry tidings 
to the enemy even where he lurkoth, saying, ^ Lo ! my master 
knoweili of your secret abode — up now, and fly, lest he come on 
thee like a lion on his prey,’ But shall this go without punish- 
ment 1” looking at Wildrake with a withering glance. Now, as 
my soul liveth, and as He liveth who hath made me a ruler in 
Israel, such false messengers shall be knitted to gibbets on the 
way -side, and their right hands shall be nailed above their heads, 
in an extended position, as if pointing out to others the road from 
which they themselves have strayed !” 

" Surely,” said Master Holdenough, ** it is right to cut off such 
offenders.” 

"Thank ye, Mass-John,*’ muttered Wildrake ; "when did the 
Pmssbyterian fail to lend the devil a sliove!” 

"But, I say,” continued Holdenough, "that tho matter is 
estranged from our present purpose, for the false brethren of 
whom I spoke are”— 

" Right, excellent sir, they be those of our own house,” an- 
swered C^mwell ; " the good man is right once more. Ay, of 
whom can we now say that he is a true brother, although he has 
lain in the same womb with us 1 Although we have struggled in 
the aame oana^ eat at the same table, fought in the same battle, 
wonhimd at the same throne, there shall bo no truth in him. 
^ Ah, Markham Everard, Markham Everard !” 
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He paused at this ejaculation ; and Everard, desirous at once 
of knowing how far ho stood committed, replied, “ Your Excel- 
lency seems to have something in your mind in which 1 am con- 
cerned. May T request you will speak it out, that 1 may know 
ahat 1 am accused of V* 

Ah, Mark, Mark,” replied the General, " there needeth no 
accuser speak when the still small voice speaks within us. Is 
there not moisture on thy hrow, Mark Everard I Is there not 
trouble in thine eye I Is there not a failure in thy frame t And 
who ever saw such things in noblo and stout Markham Everard, 
whose brow was only moist after having worn the helmet for a 
summer’s day ; whose hand only shook when it had wielded for 
hours tho weighty falchion I — But go to, man ! thou doiihtest 
over much. Hast thou not been to me as a brother, and shall 1 
not foi^ive thee even the Beventv-seventh time I The knave 
hath tarried somowhere, who should havo dono by this time an 
office of much import. Take advantage of his absence, Mark ; 
it is a graco that God gives thee beyond expectance. 1 do not 
say, full at my feet ; hut speak to me as a friend to his friend.*’ 

" 1 have never said anything to your Excellency that was in 
the least undeserving the title you have assigned to me,” said 
Colonel Everard, proudly. 

Nay, nay, Markham,” answered Cromwell ; " 1 say not you 
have. But — but you ought to have remembered the message I 
sent you by that person’* (pointing to Wildrake ;} and you must 
reconcile it with your conscience, how, having such a message, 
guarded with such reasons, you could think yourself at liberty to 
expel my friends from Woodstock, being determined to diwp- 
point my object, whilst you availed yourself of the boon, on con- 
dition of which my warrant was issued.” 

Everard was about to reply, when, to his astonishment. Wild- 
rake stepped forward ; and with a voice and look very different 
from his ordinary manner, and approaching a good deal to real 
dignity of mind, said, boldly and calmly, " You are mistaken, 
A^ter Cromwell ; and address yourself to the wrong party 
here.” 

The speech was so sudden and intrepid that Cromw'ell sfsepped 
a pace back, and motioned with his right hand towards his wea- 
pon, as if he had expected that an ^dress of a nature so un- 
usually bold was to be followed by some act of violence, lie 
instantly resumed his inffifferent posture ; and, irritated at a 
smile which ho observed on Wildrake's countenance, he said, 
with the dignity of one long accustomed to see all tremble before 
him, ^ This to me, fellow ! Know you to whom you speakt” 

" Fellow 1” echoed Wildrake, whose reckless humour was now 
completely aet afloat — No fellow of yours. Master Oliver. 1 
have known the day when Roger Wildrake id Squattlesea-mere, 
Linoohiy a handsome young gallanti with a good estate, would 
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have been thought no fellow of the bankrupt brewer of llunting- 
ilon.” 

Be Bilent !” eaid Everard ; be silent, Wildrake, if you love 
youp life 

‘‘ I care not a maravodi for my life,” said Wildrake. "Zounds, 
if ho dishkcH what I say, let him take to his tools ! 1 knou, 
after all, ho hath good blood in his veins ! and 1 will indulge 
him with a turn in the court yonder, had he been ten times a 
brewer.” 

" Such ribaldry, friend,” said Oliver, " I treat with the con- 
tempt it deserves. But if thou hast anything to say touching tlie 
matter in question speak out hke a man, though thou look ’at more 
like a beast.” 

" All I have to say is,” replied Wildrake, " Hiat whereas you 
blame Everard fur acting on your warrant, as you call it, 1 can 
tell you ho know not a word of the rabcally conditions you talk 
<if. 1 took care of that ; and you may take the vengeance on me, 
if you list.” 

" Slave ! dare you tell this to me said Cromwell, still liced- 
fully restraining his passion, which he felt was about to discharge' 
Itself upon an unworthy object. 

" Ay, you will make every Euglishman a slave, if you have 
your own way,” said Wildrake, not a whit abashed lor the awe 
which liad formerly overcome him when alone with tins remark- 
able man, had vanished, now that Uiey were engaged in an alter- 
cation before witnesses. — But do your worst, Muter Oliver ; I 
tell you beforehand, the bird has escaped you.” 

" You dare not say so ! — Escaped * — So ho ! Pearson ! tell the 
soldiers to monnt instantly .»Tboa art a lying fool ! — Escaped ! — 
Whore, or from whence 1” 

" Ay, that is the question,” said Wildrake ; " for look you, air 
— ^that men do go from hence is certain — but how tliey go, or to 
what quarter” 

Cromwell stood attentive, expecting some useful hint from the 
careless impetuosity of the cavaUer, upon the route which the 
King might have taken. 

— ^ Or to what quarter, as 1 said before, why, your Excellency, 
Maater Oliver, may e'en find that out yourself.” 

As he utter^ die last words he unsheathed his rapier, and 
made a full pass at the General's body. Had his sword met no 
oriier impediment than the buff jerkin, Cromwell's course had 
ended cm the spot. But, fearful of such attempts, the General 
Wore under hia military drees a shirt of the finest mail, made of 
ringa of the best sted, and so light and flexible that it was little 
or no eneumbranee to the motions of the wearer. It proved his 
sslaty on this ocoaeion, for the rapier sprung in shivers^ while 
tiia owiier,now held back by Everm and Hcudenotigh, flung the 
hilt whh paarion on the ground, exclalmiog, " Be damned the 
band that forged thee ! — To aerve me ao long, and foil me when 
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thy true service would have honoured us both for ever ! But no 
good could come of thoo, since thou wert pointed, even in jest, at 
a learned divine of the Church of England.” 

In the fimt instant of alarm, and perhaps suspecting Wild- 
rake might be supported by others, Cromwell half drew from his 
bosom a concealed pistol, which he hastily returned, observing 
that both Everard and the clergyman were withholding the cava- 
lier from another attempt. 

Pearson and a soldier or two nishcdln — Secure that fellow,” 
said the General, m the indifferent tone of one to whom immi- 
nent danger was too familiar to cause irritation—'^ Bind him — 
but not so hard, Pearson;” — ^for the men, to show their zeal, 
were drawing their belts, which they used for want of cords, bru- 
tally tight round Wildrake’s limbs. He would have assasbi- 
nated me, but I would reserve him for his fit doom.” 

“ Assassinated ! — I soom your words, Master Oliver,” said 
Wildrake ; “ I proffered you a fair duello.” 

Shall we shoot him in the street, for an example f ” said 
Pearaon to Cromwell ; while Everard endeavoured to stop Wild- 
rake from giving further offence. 

On your life harm him not ; but let him be kept in safe ward, 
and well looked after,” said Cromwell; while the prisoner ex- 
claimed to Everard, << I prithee let mo alone— I am now neither 
thy follower, nor any man’s, and 1 am as willing to die as ever I 
was to take a cup of liquor. — And hark ye, speaking of that, Mas- 
ter Oliver, you were once a jolly fellow, pritheo let one of th> 
lobsters here advance yonder tankard to my lips, and your Excel- 
lency shall hear a toast, a song, and a — secret.” 

" Unloose his head, and hand the debauched beast the tank- 
ard,” said Oliver ; " while ^ct he exists, it were bhame to refubo 
him the element he lives in.” 

" Blessings on your head for onoc,” said Wildrake, whoso 
object in continuing this wild discourbe was, if possible, to gain a 
little delay, when every moment was precious. " Thou hast 
brewed good ale, and that's warrant for a blessing. For my 
toast and my song, here they go together — 

* Son of a witch, 

Mavat thou die in a ditch, 

With the batchere who back thj quanelt , 

And rot aboTe mund. 

While the world ehaU remund 
A welcome to Royal King Charles.* 

And now for my secret, that you may not say I had your liquor 
for nothing — 1 fancy my song will scarce pass current for mncii 
~My secret is. Master Cromwell — ^that the bird is flown— and 
yonr red nose will be as white as your winding-sheet before yoa 
can smell out which way.” 

^ Pshaw, rascal,” answered Cromwell, contemptuously, " keep 
your scnnile jests for the gibbet foot” 
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** I shall look on the gibbet more boldly/’ replied Wildrahe, 
^ than 1 have seen you look on tlie Ro^al Martyr’s picture.” 

This reproach touched Cromwell to the very quick. — ‘‘Villain !” 
he exclaimed ; " drag him hence, draw out a party, and— But 
hold, not now — to prison with him — let him be close watched, 
and gagged, if he attempts to speak to Uic sentinels — Nay, hold — 
1 mean, put a bottle of brandy into his cell, and he will gag him- 
self in his own way, I warrant you — When day comes, that men 
can Bee the example, he shall be ^gged after my fashion.” 

During the various breaks in his orders, the General was evi- 
dently getting command of his temper ; and though he began in 
fury, he ended with the contemptuous sneer of one who overlooks 
the abusive language of an inferior. Something remained on his 
mind notwithstanding, for lie continued standing, as if fixed to the 
same spot in the apartment, his eyes bent on the ground, and with 
closed hand pressed against his lips, like a man who is musing 
deeply. Pearson, who was about to speak to him, drew back, 
and made a sign to those in the room to be silent. 

Master Holdenough did not mai*k, or, at least, did not obey it. 
Approaching the General, he said, in a respectful but firm tone, 
“ Did 1 understand it to be your Excellency's purpose that this 
poor man shall die next morning 1 ” 

“ Hah ! ” exclaimed Cromwell, starting from his reverie, “ what 
say’st tlioul” 

“ 1 took leave to ask, if it was your will that this unhappy man 
should die to-morrow f ” 

" Whom saidst thou?” demanded Cromwell : " Markham Eve- 
rard — shall he die, saidst thou f ” 

“ God forbid ! ” replied Holdenough, stepping back— ^ I asked 
whether this blinded creature, Wildr^e, was to be so suddenly 
cutoff?” 

“ Ay, many is he,” said Cromwell, “ were the whole General 
Assembly of Divines at Westminster — ^the whole Sanhedrim of 
Presbytery — ^to offer bail for him.” 

^ If you will not think better of it^ rir,” said Holdenough, " at 
least give not the poor man the means of destroying his senses — 
Let me go to him as a divine, to watch with him, in case ho may 
yet be admitted into the vineyard at the latest hour— yet brought 
into the sheepfold, though he has neglected the call of the pastor 
till time is wellnigh do^ upon him.” 

“ For GM’s salm,” said Evexard, who had hitherto kept silence, 
because he knew Cromwell’s temper on such occasiona, “ think 
better ot what you do 1 ” 

Is it for tb^ to teach me f ” replied Cromwell ; " think tiiou 
of thine own xnattoxs, and believe me it will require all thy wit 
—And for yon, reverend sir, 1 will have no falher-confesBoxB 
attend my prisoners-Hm tales out of schook If the fellow thirsts 
after |;^iOBdy eoBifoxt» as he is much more like to tiurst after a 
quartom of fanndy, there is Cmpoinl Hurngudgsoo, who eom« 
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mands the eorpg de gard^y will preach and pray aa well as the 
best of ye. — But this delay ia intolerable — Cornea not this fellow 
yet?” 

“ No, sir,” replied Pearson. ** Had we not better go down to 
the Lodge ? The news of our coming hither may else get there 
before us.” 

** True,” said Cromwell, speaking aside to his officer, ** but you 
know Tomkins warned us against doing so, alleging tlicro were 
so many postern-doors, and sallyports, and concealed entrances 
in the old house, tliat it was like a rabbit-warren, and that an 
escape might be easily made under our very noses, unless he 
were with us, to point out all the ports which should he guarded. 
He hinted, too, tliat he might be delayed a few minutes after his 
time of appointment — but we have now waited half-an-hour.” 

" Does your Excellency think Tomkins is certainly to be de- 
pended upon ? ” said Pearson. 

" Ab far as his interest goes, unqiieHtioiiably,” replied the Ge- 
neral. He has ever been the pump by which 1 have sucked 
the marrow out of many a plot, m special those of tlie conceited 
fool Kochecliife, who ib goose enough to bolie\e that such a fel- 
low as Tomkins would value any thing beyond the .offer of the 
best bidder. And yet it groweth late — 1 fear we must to the 
Lodge without him — Yet, ^1 things well considered, I will tarry 
here till midnight. — Ah ! Everard, thou mightest put this gear to 
rights if tliou wilt ! Shall some foolish principle of fantastic punc- 
tilio have more weight with tlice, man, than have the pacification 
and welfare of England ; the keeping of faith to thy friend and 
benefactor, and who will be yet more so, and the fortune and se- 
curity of thy relations ? Are tliese, 1 say, lighter in the balance 
than the cause of a wortliless buy, who, with his father and his 
father’s house, have troubled Israel for fifty years I ” 

" 1 do not understand >our Excellency, nor at what service 
you point, which 1 can honestly render,” replied Everard. " That 
whic^ is dishonest 1 should be loth that you proposed.” 

" Then this at least might suit your honesty, or scmpnlous 
humour, call it whicli thou wilt,” said Cromwell. " Thou know- 
est, surely, all the passages about Jezebel’s palace down yonder f 
— Let me know how they may be guarded against the escape of 
any from within.” 

“ I cannot pretend to aid you in this matter,” said Everard ; 
" I know not all the entrances and posterns about Woodstock, 
and if I did, 1 am not free in conscience to ooinmnnicate with 
you on this occasion.” 

" We shall do without yon, sir,” replied Cromwell, haughtily ; 
" and if aug^t is found which may criminate you, remembw yon 
have lost right |o my protection.” 

^ 1 shall be sorry,” said Everard, ^ to have loet your firiend- 
ship. General; but I trust my quality as an Engi ishm a n may 
ditpense with the necessity of protection from any man. I know 
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no law which ohligcB me to be epy or infbnner, even if I were in 
the way of liaving opportunity to do service in either honourable 
capacity.’* 

Well, sir,” said Cromwell, ^ for all your privileges and qua- 
lities, I will make bold to take you down to the Lod^ at Wood- 
stock to-night, to enquire into affairs in which the State is con- 
cerned. — Come hither, Pearson.” He took a paper from his 
pocket, containing a rough sketch or ground-plan of Woodstock 
Lodge, with the avenues leading to it. — Look here,” he said, 
we must move in two bodies on foot, and with all possible 
silence — ^thou must march to the rear of old house of iniquity 

with twenty file of men, and dispose them around it the wisest 
thou canst. Take the reverend man there along with you. He 
must be secured at any rate, and may serve as a guide. I my- 
self will occupy the front of the Lodge, and thus having stopt all 
the earths, thou wilt come to me for farther orders — silence and 
dispatch is all. — But for tlie dog Tomkins, who broke appoint- 
roent with me, he had need render a good excuse, or woe to his 
father’s son ! — Reverend sir, be pleased to accompany that offi- 
cer. — Colonel Everard, you are to follow me ; but first give your 
sword to Captain Pesxson, and consider yourself as under arrest.” 

Everard gave his sword to Pearson without any comment, and 
with the most anxious presage of evil followed the Republiean 
General, in obedience to commands which it would have been 
useless to dispute. 


CHAPTER XXXI. 

** Were niv ion William here bat now. 

Ho wacLns f«l the pledge/' 

Wi' that in at the door then ran 
A ghoBtly-looking page— 

“ I saw them, master, 0 1 I saw. 

Beneath the thomie brae, 

Of black’inaird warriors many a rank, 

BeTeoga 1" he cned, ** and gae”— 

Ksnav ICacKairsiB. 

Tiue little party at the Lodge were asgembled at supper, at the 
early hour of eight o’clock. Sir Henry Lee, neglecting the Ibod 
that was placed on the table, stood by a lamp <m the ehinmey^ 
pieee^ and read a letter with mournful attention. 

^ Stoea my son write to you more partieulariy than to me. Doe- 
tor Eoahecliflb I” said the kidgfat. * He only aays here, that he 
wfil return probably this night ; and that Haatsr Keme^y ninit 
Ite^ttewlyte set off with him instantly. What can this haate mean! 
Have YOU heard of any new search after our aiifrering paady ! I 
vkfiih tpqrw*cndd permit me to enjoy my eou^t oompany in quiet 
but for a day," 

c*The quiet 'which dependa im the widked ceasing firom tnm- 
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bling,*' said Dr. RocheclifFc, connected, not by da^-a and 
hours, but by minutes. Their glut of blood at Worcester had 
satiat^ tliem for a moment, but their appetite, 1 fancy, lias re- 
vived.” 

* You have news, then, to tliat purpose ?” said Sir Henry. 

“ Your son,” replied the Doctor, “ wrote to me by tlie same 
messenger : he seldom foils to do so, being avtare of wiiat import- 
ance it is tliat 1 should know ever^ thing that passes. Means of 
escape are provided on the coast, and Master Kerneguy must be 
ready to start with your son the instant he appears.” 

" It is strange,” said the knight ; for fort\ years I havo 
dwelt in this house, man and boy, and the point only was how 
to make tlie day pass over our heads ; for if 1 did not scheme out 
some hunting match or hawking, or the like, 1 might have sat 
here on my arm-chair, as undisturbed as a sleeping dormouse, 
from one end of tlie year to the other ; and now I am more like 
a hare on her form, tliat dare not sleep unless with her eyes 
open, and scuds off when the wind rustles among the fern.” 

" It is strange,” said Ahce, looking at Dr. It^hecliffe, " that 
the roundhead steward has told you iiothiug of this, lie is usually 
communicative enough of the motions of his party and I saw' 
you close togetlicr tins morning.” 

" I must be closer with him this evening,” said the Doctor 
gloomily ; but he will not blab,” 

1 wish you may nut trust him too much,” said Alice in reply. 
— " To me, that man’s face, with all its shrew'dneSH, evinces such 
a dark expression, that methinks I read treason in his very eye.” 

« Be assured, that matter is looked to,” answered the Doctor, 
in the same ominous tone as before. No one replied, and there 
was a chilling and anxious feeling of apprehension which seemed 
to sink down on the company at once, liko those scubatioDB which 
make such constitutions as arc pai*ticu]arly subject to the electri- 
cal influence, conscious of an approaching thunder-btonn. 

The disguised Monarch, apprised that day to be prepared on 
short notice to quit his temporary asylum, felt his own share of 
the gloom which involved the little society. But he was the first 
also to shake it off, as what neitlier suited his character nor his 
situation. Gaiety was the leading distinction of tlie former, and 
presence of mind, not depression of spirits, was required by the 
latter. 

We make the hour heavier,” he said, ^hy being melancholy 
about it. Had you not better join me, Mistress Alice, in Patrick 
Cmy*a jovial iuewell 1 — Ah, you do not know Pat Carey — a 
younffer brother of Lord Falkland’s ?”* 

^ A brother of the immortal Lord Falkland’s, and write songs! ” 
said the Doctor. 

" Oh, Doctor, the Muses take tithe as well as the Church,” said 

« Sm Note F. Fatrick Carey, 

z 
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Charles, and liavo their share in every family of distinction. 
You do not know the ^ords, Mistress Alice, but you can aid me, 
iiotwitlistaiidiiig, 111 tJio burden at least — 

‘ Cotho, now that wp’re iwrtinp, and 't« one to ton 
If the towers of Hweet WoodHtnek. I e'er soo iJulii, 

Lot us c'oii Tun* !L frolie, and drink like tull men. 

While the gohict (joes merrily round 

The song arose, but not with spirit. It was one of those efforts 
at forced mirth, hy whieli, above all other modes of expressing 
it, the absence of real cheerfulness is most distinctly intimated. 
Charles btopt the song, and upbraided the ehoristerh. 

You sing, my dctir Mistress Alice, as if you were chanting 
one of the seven penitential psalms ; and you, good Doctor, as if 
you recited the funeral serviec.’* 

The Doctor rose hastily from the table, and turned to the 
window; for the expression connectiMl singularly with the task 
which he was that evening to discharge. Charh's looked at him 
with some surprise ; for the peril in which he lived, made him 
watchful of the slightest motions of those around him — then 
turned to Sir Henry, and said, My honoured host, can you tell 
any reason for this moody fit, which has so strangely crept upon 
us all f** 

Not I, my dear Louis,” replied the knight ; " I have no skill 
in these nice quillets of philosophy. 1 could as soon undertake 
to tell you the reason why Bevis turns round three times before 
he lies down. 1 can only say for m>self, that if age and sorrow 
and uncertainty be enough to break a jovial spirit, or at least to 
liend it now and then, I luive my share* of them all ; so that 1, for 
one, cannot say that 1 am sad merely because 1 am not merry. 
I have but too good cause fur sadness. 1 w'ould 1 saw my son, 
were it but for a minute.” 

Fortune seemed for once disposed to gratify the old man ; for 
Albert Leo entered at that moment. He was dressed in a riding 
suit, and appeared to have travelled hard. Ho cast his eye has- 
tily around as he entered. It rested for a second on tliat of the 
disguised Prince, and, satisfied with the glance whicli he received 
in lieu, ho hastened, after the fashion of the olden day, to kneel 
down to his father, and request his blessing. 

It is thine, my boy,” said the old man ; a tear springing to 
his eyes as he laid his hand on the long locks, which distinguished 
the young cavalieris rank and principles, and which, usually 
combed and curled with some care, now hung wild and dishevel- 
led about his shoulders. They remained an instant in this pos- 
ture, when the old man suddenly started from it, as if ashamed of 
the emotion which he had expressed before so many witnesses, 
and pasdng the back of his hand hastily across his eyes, bid 
Albert get up and mind hia supper, " since 1 dare say you liavo 

* The original aong of Carej bean Wykeham, instead of Woodstock, for the 
localitj. Tdo Tcnm an full of tho bacnanaltan icnnt of the tune. 
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ridden fast and far since you last baited — and wc'li send round .i 
cup to Ills health, if Doctor llochecliffe and the good cuinpaii\ 
pleases — rJoceline, tlioii knave, bkmk about — thou look'st us il 
thou hadst seuii a ghost.” 

“ Joceline,” said Alice, “ is sick for sympathy — one of the 
stags ran at Phiidjo Ma,>floi^er to-day, and she ^\as fain to ha\e 
Joccdiiio's assistaiicti to dri\o the en'uture off — the girl has been 
in fits since she came home.” 

“ Silly slut,” sanl the old knight — ^ She a woodman’s daughter * 
— I3ut, Jocehne, if the deer gets dangerous, }ou must send a 
broad arrow through him.” 

“ It Will not need. Sir Henry,” said Jocehne, speaking with 
gr<‘at difticulty of uttoranct* — he is qmot enough now — he will 
not offend in that sort again ” 

“ See it be so,” replied the knight; “ remember Mistress Alice 
often walks in the Chase. And now, fill round, and fill too, a 
cup to thyself to over-red thy fear, as mad Will has it. Tush, 
man, Pha*he will do well enough — she only scrciamed and ran, 
that thou might’st have the pleasure to help her. Mind what 
thou dost, and do not go spilling the wine after that fasliiou. — 
Come, here is a health to our wanderer, wdio has cinuo to us 
again.” 

" None will pledge it more willingly than I,” said the disguised 
Prince, unconsciously assuming an importance which the cha- 
racter he personated scarce warranted; hut Sir Iltmry who had 
heenme fond of the supposed ]>age, with all his peculiarities, im- 
posed only a moderate rebuke upon his petulcnce “ Thou art 
a merry, good humoured youtli, Louis,” he said, but it is a 
world to see how the forw'ardncss of the present generation liatli 
gone beyond the gravity and reverence which in my youth was 
so regularly observed towards those of higher rank and station — 
1 dared no more have given my own tongue the rein, when there 
was a doctor of divinity in company, than 1 would have dared to 
have spoken m church in service time.” 

“ True, sir,” said Albert, hastily interfering ; “ but blaster 
Kemeguy had the better right to speak at present, that 1 have 
been absent on his business as w^ell as my own, have seen several 
of his friends, and brmg him important intelligence.” 

Charles was about to rise and bockon Albert aside, naturally 
impatient to know what news he had procured, or what scheme 
of safe escape was now decreed for him. But Dr. Rochecliffe 
twitched his cloak, as a hint to him to sit still, and not show any 
extraordinary motive for anxiety, since, in case of a sudden dis- 
covery of his real quality, the violence of Sir Henry Lee’s feel- 
ings might have been likely to attract too much attention. 

Charles, therefore, only rephed, as to the knight’s stricture, 
that he a particular title to be sudden imd unceremonious in 
expressing his thanks to Colonel Lee — ^that gratitode was apt to 
be unmannerly — finally, tiiat he was mudi obliged to Sir Heniy' 
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for his admonition ; and that quit Woodsttock when he would, 
“ he was sure to leave it a better man than ho came there.*’ 

Hih speech waa of course oatenaihly directed towards the father ; 
but a glance at Alice assured Iter that she had her full share in 
the compliment. 

1 fear,” he concluded, addressing All>ert, " that you come to 
tell us our stay here must be veiy short.” 

** A few hours only,*' said Albert — ‘‘ just enough for needful 
rest for ourselves and our horses. I have procured two which 
arc good and tried. But Doct(»r Bochocliffe broke faith with me. 
1 expected to have met some one down at Jocelinc’s hut, where 
1 left the horses ; and finding no person, 1 was delayed an hour 
in littering them down mjbclf, that they might be ready for to- 
morrow’s work — for u e mubt be off before day.” 

« I — I — ^intended to have sent Tomkins — but — but” hesi- 
tated the Docttir, “ I” 

" The roundheaded rascal was drunk, or out of the way, 1 pre- 
sume,” said Albert. " 1 am glad of it — you may easily trust 
him too far.” 

Hitherto ho has been faithful,” said the Doctor, ^ and I scai'ce 
think he will fail me now. But Jocolino will go down and have 
the horses in readiness in the morning.” 

Joceline’s countenance was usually that of alacrity itself on a 
case extraordinary. Now, however, he seemed to hesitate. 

" You will go with mo a little way. Doctor 1” he said, as he 
edged himself closely to Ruchediffo. 

How ? puppy, fool, and blockhead,” said the knight, ** wouldst 
thou ask Doctor l^checliffe to bear thee company at this hour I 
—Out, hound ! — get down to tlie kennel yonder instantly, or I 
will break the knave’s |)ate of thee.” 

Joceline looked with an eye of agony at the divine, as if en- 
treating him to interfere in his behalf ; but just as be was about 
to speak, a most melancholy howling arose at the hall-door, and 
a dog was heard scratching for admittance. 

^ Wlmt ails Bevis next 1” said the old knight. 1 think this 
must be AU-Fools-day, and that every tiling around me is going 
mad !” 

The same sound startled Albert and Charles from a private 
conference in which they had engaged, and Albert ran to the 
hall-door to examine personally into the cause of the noise. 

" It is no alarm,” said the old knight to Keme^y, for in 
such cases the dog’s bark Is short, sharp, and furious. These 
long howls are said to be ominous. It was even so that Bevis’s 
grandsure bayed the whole livelong night on which my poor 
father died. If it comes now as a presage, God send it regard 
the old and useless, not the young, and those who may yet serve 
Kto and country I” 

The dog had pushed pi^ Colonel Lee, who stood a little while 
at hau-door to listen if there were any thing stirring without, 
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while Bevis advanced into the room where the company were 
asbembled, bearing something in his mouth, and exhibiting, in an 
unusual degree, that sense of duty and interest which a dog seems 
to show when ho thinks he has the charge of something import- 
ant. lie entered, therefore, drooping his long tail, slouching his 
head and ears, and w'alking with the stately yet melancholy dig- 
nity of a w'ar-horse at his master’s funeral. Jii this manner he 
paced through the room, went straight up to Jnceline, wlio liad 
been regarding him with astonishment,' and uttering a short and 
melancholy how], laid at his feet the object which he boi'e in his 
moutli. Jocelinc stooped, and took from the flour a man’s glo\ e, 
of the fashion worn by the troopers, having something like the 
oldfashioned gauntlet projections of thick leather arising from 
the wrist, which go half way up to the elbow, and secure the arm 
against a cut with a sword. But Joocline had no sooner looked 
at what in itself was so common an object, tlian ho dropped it 
from hiB hand, staggered backw’ard, uttered a gi'oan, and nearly 
fell to the ground. 

" Now, Uie coward’s curse be upon thee for an idiot !” said the 
knight, who had picked up Uie glove, and w'as looking at it — 
^ thou shouldst be sent back to school, and flogged till the cra- 
ven’s blood was sw'itched out of thee — What dost thou look at 
but a glove, thou base poltroon, and a very dirty glove, too 1 
Stay, here is w'riting — Joseph Tomkins ? Why, that is the round- 
headed fellow — 1 wish he hath not come to some mischief, fur 
tills is not dirt on the cheveron, but blood. Bevis may have bit 
the fellow, and yet the dog seemed to love him well too, or the 
stag may have hurt liim. Out^ Joceline, instantly, and sec where 
he is — wind your bugle.” 

cannot go,” said JohfTe, "unless” — and again he looked 
piteously at Dr, Bocheclific, who saw no time was to be lost in 
appeasing the ranger’s terrors, as his ministry w'as most need- 
ful in the present circumstances. — " Get spade and mattock,” he 
whispered to him, " and a dark lantern, and meet me in tlie 
Wilderness.” 

Joceline left the room ; and the Doctor, before following him, 
had a few words of explanation with Colonel Lee. His own 
spirit, fkr from being dismayed on the occasion, rather rose higher, 
like one whose natural element was intrigue and danger. " Here 
hath been wild work,” he said, " since you parted. Tomkins was 
rode to the wench Phoebe — Joceline and he had a brawl together, 
and Tomkins is lying dead in the thicket, not far from Rosa- 
mond’s Well. It will be necessary that Joceline und I go direct- 
ly to bury the body ; for besides that some one might stumble 
upon it, and raise an alarm, this fellow Joceline will never be fit 
for any active purpose till it is under ground. Though as stout 
as a lion, the under-keeper has his own weak aide, and is more 
afraid of a dead bo^ than a living one. When do you propose 
to start to-morrow 1’’ 



WOODSTOCK. 


** By daybreak, or earlier,” said Colonel Lee ; ^ but wii will 
meet again. A vcBsel is provided, and 1 have relays in more 
places than one — we go off from the coast of Sussex ; and I am 

to get a letter at , aeciuainting me prt'cisely witli the spot,” 

Wherefore not go off instantly ?” said the Doctor. 

*'The horses would fail us,” replied Albert; *'they have been 
hard ridden to-day.” 

“ Adieu,” said lloehecliffe, “ I must to my task — Do you take 
rest and repose for yours. To conceal a slaughtered body, and 
iHinvey on the same night a king from danger and captivity, are 
two feats which have fallen to few folks save m.\self ; but let me 
not, while putting on m^ harness, boast myself as if 1 were tak- 
ing it off after a victory.” So saying he left the apai'tmeiit, and 
miitiling himself in his cloak, wont out into what was called the 
Wilderness. 

The weather was a raw frost. The mist Jay in partial wroatlis 
upon tlio lower grounds ; hut the night, considering that the hea- 
venly bodies were in a great mi'asure hidden by the haze, was 
not extremely dark. Dr. llochochffe could not, however, distin- 
guish the uiider-keepcr until he Imd hemmed once or twice, when 
Jocehne answered the signal by showing a glimpse of light from 
thu dark lantern which he carried. Guided by this intimation of 
his presence, the divine found him leaning against a buttress 
which had once supported a terrace, now ruinous. He had a 
pickaxe and shovel, together with a deer’s hide hanging over his 
shoulder. 

“ What do you want with the hide, Joccliiie,” said Dr. Roche- 
cliffc, ^ that you lumber it about with you on such an erz'and 

" Why, look you, Doctor,” he answered, “ it is as well to tell 
you all about it. The man and I — he there — ^>'ou know whom I 
mean — had many years since a quarrel about this deer. For 
though we WGi'c groat friends, and Philip was sometimes allowed 
by my master’s pcmiission to help me in mine office, yet I know, 
for all that, Philip Hazeldiuo was sometimes a tret»pai9Bcr. The 
deer-stealers were very bold at that time, it being just before the 
breaking out of the war, when men were becoming unsettled — 
And so it chanced, that one day, in the Chase, I found two 
fellows, with their faces blacked and shirts over their clothes, 
carrying as prime a buck between them as any was in the park. 
I was upon them in the instant — one escaped, but 1 got hold of 
the other fellow, and who should it prove to be but trusty Phil 
Hazeldine 1 Well, I don’t know whether it was right or wrung, 
hut be my old friend and pot-companioii, and 1 took his word 
for amendment in future ; and he bel^ me to hang up the deer 
on a tree, and I came back with a horse to carry him to the 
Lodge^ end tell the knight the story, all but Phil's name. But 
ihe rogues had been too clever for me ; for they had flayed and 
dieseed the deer, and quartered him, and carried him off, and 
left the hide and horns, with a chime, saying, — 
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' The haunch to thee, 

The hreHRl tc» me, 

Tlie lade and the lioimi for the keiper’b fee.’ 

And tins 1 know for oiio of PhiPs mad pranks, that lie would play 
111 tlioho days with an> hid in the eouiitry. But 1 was no nettled 
tliat I made the' deer's liide be curried and dressed by a tanner, 
and swore that it sliould be his w intiin^'sheet or mine ; and thou;;!! 
1 had lun^ repented my rash oath, ^er now. Doctor, you see what 
it has come to — though I forgot it, the dovil did not.” 

It w^as a very wrong thing to make a vow so sinful,'’ said 
Koehecliffe ; but it would liave Ix'cn greatly worse had you en- 
deavoured to keep it. Thcrelore, I bid you cheep up,” said tlie 
good divmc ; ** for in this unhappy case, 1 could not have wished, 
after what I have heard from Plioube and yourself, that you should 
have ki‘])t your hand still, though 1 ma> rc'gret that the blow has 
proved fatal. Nevertheless, thou hast done C'ven that w'hieh was 
done by the great and inspired legislator, when he behold an 
Egyptian t^rainiizing over a Hebrew, saving that, in the case pre- 
sent, It was a female, when, says the Septuagint, Pcrcus8U}a Etj^fp- 
tium abacondit sahulo; the meaning whereof I will explain to you 
another time. Wherefore, 1 exliort >ou not to gneve beyond 
mcasuri* ; for although this circumstance la unhappy iri time and 
place, yet, from what Plicuhe hath uifoniicd me ol yonder wretch’s 
epiiiions, it is much to be ri'gretted that his brains had not bctii 
beaten out in his cradle, ratlier than tliat he had grown up to bo 
one of those (jirindlcstunians, or Mugglctonians, in whom is the 
jierfcction of every foul and blasphemous heresy, umted with 
such an universal i>ractice of hypocntieal asseiitatiuii as would 
deceive their master, even Satan himself.” 

“ Nev^Ttlicless. sir,” said the forester, " I hope you will bestow 
some of the service of the diurch on this poor man, as it was his 
last wish, naming you, sir, at the same tune ; and unless tliis were 
done, 1 sliould scarce dare to walk out m the dark again for luy 
whole life.” 

Thou art a silly fellow ; hut if,” continued the Doctor, he 
named me as he departed, and desired the last rites of the Church, 
there was, it may be, a turning from evil and a seeking to good 
even in his last moments ; and if Heaven granted him grace to 
form a pra>cr so fitting, wherefore should man refuse it 1 All 1 
fear is die briefness of time.” 

** Nay, your reverence may cut die service somowhat short,” 
said Jocelino ; assuredly he does not deserve the whole of it ; 
only if something were not to be done, 1 believe I should dee the 
country. They were his last words ; and methiuks he sent Bevis 
with Ins glove to put me in mind of them.” 

Out, fool ! Do you think,” said die Doctor, “ dead men send 
gauntlets to the living, like knights in a i-omance ; or, if so, would 
^ey choose dogs to carry their challenges t 1 toil thee, fool, the 
cause was natural enough. Be^is, qnesdng about, found the 
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body, and brought tho glove to you to intimate where it was lying, 
and to require assmtance ; for such is tho high instinct of these 
animals towards one in peril.” 

Nay, if j oii think so, Doctor,” said Joceline — and, doubtless, 
I must say, Bc\is took an interest in the man — if indeed it was 
not something worse in the shape of Bevis, for inetlionght his 
eyes looked wdd and fiery, as if he would have spoken.” 

As he talked thus, Joceline rather hung back, and, in doing so, 
displeased the Doctor, who exclaimed, ** Come along, thou lazy 
laggard. Art tlioii a soldier, and a brave one, and so much afraid 
of a dead man ! Thou hast killed men in battle and ui chase, 1 
warrant thee.” 

Ay, but their backs ivere to me,” said Joceline. “ I never 
saw one of them cast back his head, and glare at me as yonder 
fellow did, his eye retaining a glance of hatred, mixed with terror 
and I'cproach, till it became fixed like a jelly. And were you 
not with me, and my master’s concerns, and something else, very 
deeply at stake, 1 promise you 1 would not again look at him for 
all Woodstock.” 

You must, though,” said tho Doctor, suddenly pausing, <<for 
hore is the place where he lies. Come hither deep into the copse ; 
take care of stumbling — Here is a place just fitting, and w'e will 
draw the briers over the grave afterwards.” 

As the Doctor thus issued his directions, he assisted also in the 
execution of them ; and while his attendant laboured to dig a shal- 
low and misliapen grave, a task which the state of tlie soil, per- 
plexed with roots, and hardened by the influence of the frost, 
rendered very difficult, the dmuc read a few passages out of the 
funeral service, partly in order to appease the superstitious ter- 
rors of Joceline, and partly because he held it matter of conscience 
not to deny the Church’s rites to oue who liad requested their 
aid in extremity . 


CHAPTER XXXII. 

Caae yc, caae ye,— on with your vizurdi 

Jlenrp ly 

The company whom we liad loft in Victor Lee’s parlour were 
about to separate for the night, and had risen to take a formal 
leave of each other, when a tap was heard at tlie hall-door. Al- 
bert, the vidette of the party, hastened to open it, euioining, as 
he left the room, the rest to remain quiets until he had ascer- 
tained the cause of the knocking. When he gained tlie portal, 
he railed to know who was there, and what they wanted at so 
late an hour. 

" It is only me,” answered a treble voice. 

^ And what is your name, my little fellow ?” said Albert. 

* Spitfire, irfr,” replied the voice without. 
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« SpitBre 1 ” said Albert. 

“ Yes, sir,” replied the voice ; all the world calls me so, atid 
Colonel Everard himself. Rut my name is Spittal for aH tiuit.” 

Colonel Everai'd { arrive you from him 1’’ demanded young 

Lee. 

" No, sir ; I eomc, sir. from Roger Wildrake, esquire, of Squat- 
tlcsea-mero, if it like you,” said the boy ; and I have brought 
a token to Mistress Lee, which 1 am to give into her own hand*', 
if you would but ojieii the door, sir, and let me in— but 1 can do 
nothing witli a three-inch board between us.” 

“ It IS some freak of tliat drunken rakehell,” said Albert, in a 
low voice, to bis sister, who had crept out after him on tiptoe. 

Yet, let us not be hasty in concluding so,” said the young 
lady ; ^ at this moment the least tnfle may bo of consequence.^ — 
What token has Master Wildrake sent me, my little boy 1 ” 

" Nay, nothing very valuable neither,” replied the boy ; “ but 
he was so anxious you should get it, that ho put me out of window 
as one would chuck out a kitten, tliat 1 might not bo stopped by 
the soldiers.” 

Hear you 1” said Alice to her brother ; ^ undo the gate, for 
God’s sake.” 

Her brother, to whom her fueluigs of suspicion wex^ now suffi- 
ciently communicated, opened the gate in haste, and admitted tlie 
boy, whoso appearance, not much dissimilar to that of a skinned 
rabbit m a livery, or a monkey at a fair, would at smother time have 
fumislicd them with amusement. The urchin messenger entered 
the hall, making several odd bows and congdh, and deli\ered the 
woodcock’s feather* with much ceremony to the young lady, 
assuring her it was the prize she had won upon a wager about 
hawking. 

" I prithee, my little man,” said Albert, was your master 
drunk or sober, when ho sent thee all this way with a feather at 
this time of night 1 ” 

“ With reverence, sir,” said the boy, “ he was what he calls 
sober, and what 1 would call concerned in liqour for any other 
person.” 

" Curse on the drunken coxcomb I” said Albert. — ^ There is 
a tester for thee, boy, and tell thy master to break his jests on 
suitable persons, and at fitting times.” 

" Sta> yet a minute,” exclaimed Alice ; we must not go too 
fast — this craves wai*y walking.” 

" A feather,” said Albert , all this work about a feather ! 
Why, Doctor Rochecliffe, who can suck intelligence out of every 
trifle as a magpie would suck an egg, could make notliing of this.” 

** Let us try what we can do without him then,” said Alice. 
Then addressing herself to the boy, — ^ So tliere are Btrangers at 
your master’s I” 

* Bee Note O. Signal of Danger by the Token of a leather. 
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At Colonel EvcrardV, madam, ivhich is the same thing, ** 
Raid Si>itfirc. 

^ And what manner of RtrangeiB,” baid Alice ; " gucbte, 1 bup- 
pose r* 

“ Ay, Mistress,” said tlic hoy, “ a sort of guests that makt* 
thomselvoB welcome wherever they come, if they meet not a wel- 
come from their laiidlonl— soldiers, madam.” 

The men that have lieen lung lying at 'Woodstock,” said 
Albert. 

No, sir,” said Spitfire, new comers, with gallant buff-coats 
and steel breastxdati's ; and their commander — your hunour and 
vour ladyship never saw such a man — at least 1 am sure Bill 
Spitfire never did ” 

“ Was he tall or short said Albert, now much alarmed. 

“ Neither one nor other,” said the boy ; “ stout made, with 
blmicliing shoulders ; a nose large, and a face ono w'onld not hk<* 
to say No to. He had sevt‘rai officers witli him. 1 saw him but 
for a moment, but 1 shall never forget him while 1 live.” 

“ You are right,” said Albert Lee to his sister, ])ulliiig her to 
one side, " quite right — the Arch-fiend himself is upon us !” 

‘‘ And the feather,” said Alice, whom feai* had rendered appre- 
hensivo of slight tokens, means flight — and a woodcock is a bird 
of passage.” 

“ You have hit it,” said her brother ; “ but the time has taken 
UB cruolly short. Give the buy a tnflo more — nothing that can 
excite suspicion, and dismiss him. I must summon Kochccliffc 
and Joceline.” 

Ho went accordingly, but, unable to find those he sought, he 
returned with hasty steps to the parlour, where, in his character 
of Louis, the page was exerting himself to dutain the old knight, 
who, while laughing at the tales lie told him, was anxious to go 
to see what w'us passing in the hail. 

“ What is the matter, Albert 1” said the old man ; “ who calls 
at the Lodge at so undue an hour, and wherefore is the hall-door 
ofiened to them 1 T will not have my rules, and tho regulations 
laid down for keeping this house, broken through, because 1 am 
old and poor. Why answer you not? why keep a diattering 
with Louis Kemeguy, and neither of you all the wliile minding 
what I say f — Daughter Alice, have you sense and civility enough 
to tell me, what or who it is that is admitted here contrary to my 
general orders ?” 

^ No one, sir,” replied Alice ; a boy brought a message, 
which I fear is an alarming one.” 

^ There is only feai*, sir,” said Albert, stepping forward, ^ that 
whereas we thought to have stayed wi^ you till to-moxrow, we 
must now take farewell of you to-night.” 

^ Not BO, brother,” said Alice, you must stay and aid the 
defbnoe here — you and Master Kemeguy are both missed, the 
piumiit will be instant, and probably successful ; but if you stay, 
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the hiding-plaops about this house will take some time to search. 
You can change coats with Kemeguy too.” 

“ Right, noble wciich,” said Albert ; " most excellent — yes — 
Louis, 1 remain as Kemeguy, you tiy as young Master Lee.” 

“ 1 cannot Rc»e the justice of that,” said Charh's. 

“ Nor 1 neither,” said the knight, interfering. “ Men come 
and go, lay ».clienios, and alter them, in my house, without deign- 
ing to consult me ! And who is Master Kernegu}, or what is ho 
to me, that my son must stay and take the cliance of niibchief, 
and this }our Scotch page is to ebcajie m liis dress 1 1 will have 
no such contn\aiice earned mto effect, though it were tlic fiuest 
cohw'ch that was ever woven m Doctor R-ochechfTe’s brams. — 1 
wish ^ou no ill, Louis; tliou art a lively buy ; but 1 liave been 
somcwliat too Inrhtly treated in tins, man.” 

“ J am full) of your opinion. Sir Henry,” replied the person 
whom he addiessed. ** You have heeii, imleed, repaid fur your 
hospitality by want of that confidence, which could never have 
been so justly reposed. Rut tiie moment is come, when 1 must 
say, in a word, I am that unfortunate Charles Stewart, whose lot 
It has been to become the cause of luiii to lua best fiiends, and 
wrhose present residence iii >our family threatens to brmg de- 
struction to \ou, and all around you.” 

“ Master Louis Kemeguy,” said the knight very angrily, “ I 
will teach you to choose the subjects of ) our mirth better when 
you address them to me ; and, moreover, very little provocation 
would make me desire to have au ounce or two of that malapert 
blood from you.” 

“ Be still, sir, for Godsakc ! ” said Albci’t to Ins father. “ This 
is indeed tub Ki>u ; and such is the danger of his person, that 
every moment we waste may bring rouml a fatal catastrophe.” 

^ Good God 1 ” said the father, clasping bis hands together, 
and about to drop on liis knees, ** bas my earnest wish been 
accomplished ! and is it in such a manner as to make me pray it 
liad never taken place ! ” 

He then attempU'd to heiid liis kneo to the King — kissed hw 
hand, while large tciuw trickled from las c) es — thou said, " Par- 
don, my Lord — your Majesty, 1 mean — permit me to sit in your 
presence but one instant till my blood beats more freely, and 
then” 

Charles raised his ancient and faithful subject from the ground ; 
and even in that moment of fear, and anxiety, and danger, insisted 
on leading him to his seat, upon which he sunk in apparent ex- 
haustion, ills head drooping upon his long white beard, and big 
unconscious tears mingling witii its ulver hairs. Alice and Albert 
remained with the King, arguing and urging his instant depar- 
ture. 

" The horses are at the under-keeper's hut,” said Albert," and 
tlie relays only eighteen or twenty miles off. If the horses can 
but carry you so mr 
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^ Will you not rather,” interrupted Alice, ** trost to the con- 
cealments of this place, so numerous and so well tried — Roche- 
cliffe’s apartments, and the yet farther places of secrecy ? ” 

** Alas ! ” said Albert, " I know them only by name. My 
father was sworn to confide them to but one man, and he had 
chosen Rochecliffe.” 

^ 1 prefer taking the field to any hiding-hole in England,” said 
the King. ‘‘ Could 1 but find my way to this hut w'here the 
horses are, 1 would try what arguments whip and spur could use 
to get them to the rendezvous, where I am to meet Sir Thomas 
Acland and fresh cattle. Come with me. Colonel Lee, and let us 
run for it. Tlie roundheads have beat us in liattlo; but if it 
come to a walk or a race, I think 1 can show wliich has the best 
mettle.” 

" But then,” said Albert, " we lose all the time which may 
otherwise be gained by tlic defence of this house — leaving none 
here but my ])oor father, incapable from his state of doing any 
thing ; and you will be instantly pursued by fresh horses, while 
ours are unfit for the road. Oh, where is the villain Jocelinc !” 

** What can have become of Doctor Rochecliffe I” said Alice ; 
" he that is so ready with advice — where can they be gone ? Oh, 
if my father could hut rouse himself !” 

^ Your father U roused,” said Sir Henry, rising and stepping 
up to them with all the energy of full manhood in his countenance 
and motions — I did hut gather my thoughts — for when did they 
fail a Lee when his King needed counsel or aid 1 ” He then 
began to speak, with tlie ready and distinct utterance of a general 
at the head of an army, ordering every motion for attack and 
defence — ^unmoved hiinself, and his own energy compelliug obe- 
dience, and that cheerful obedience, from all who heard him. 
" Daughter,” he said, ** beat up dame Jcllicot — Let Phoebe rise, 
if sho were dying, and secure doors and windows.” 

" That hath been done regularly since — we havo been thus far 
honoured,” said his daughter, looking at the King — yet, let 
them go through the chambers once more.” And Alice retired 
to jrive the orders, and presently returned. 

The old knight proceeded, in the same decided tone of promp- 
titude and disraten — " Which is your first sta^ 1” 

" Gray’s — Botbebury, by Henley, where Sir Thomas Acland 
and young KnoUea are to have horaes in readiness,” said Albert ; 
" but how to get tliere with our weary cattle !” 

" Trust me for that,” said the knight ; and proceeding with 
the same tone of authority — Your ^jesty must instantly to 
Joceline’a lodge,” he said, " there are your horses and yonr 
meaaa of flight. The secret places of this house, well managed, 
will keep the rebel dogs in play two or tliree hours good — Rodio- 
dUTe is, I fisan kidnapped, and his Independent hath betrayed 
him — ^Would 1 had judged the villain better 1 1 would have 
struck him through at one of our trials of fence, with an unbated 
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weapon, a<t Will nays. — But for your {ruide wliGn on liorsoback, 
half a bowshot from JoccHho'h hut in that of old Martin the Ter- 
durer ; he is a score of years (»lder thau 1, but as fresh as an old 
oak — boat iij) liis quarters, and let him ride with you fur death 
and life, lie will j^uide you to your relay, fur no fox that ever 
earthed lu the Cliasc knows the country so well for seven leagues 
around.’* 

Excellent, my dearest father, excellent,” said Albert; “ I 
had forgot Martin the verdurcr,” 

“ Young men forget all,” answered the knight — “ Alas, that 
the limbs should fail, when the head which can best direct them 
— IK come porhapM to its wisest **’ 

^ But the tired horses,” tsaid the King — “ could we not get 
fresh cattle ? ” 

Impossible at this time of night,” answered Sir Henry ; ^ but 
tired horses may do much with care and looking to.” Ho went 
hastily the cabinet which stood in one of the oriel windows, 
and searched for somctliing in the drawers, pullmg out one after 
another. 

" We lose time, father,” said Allicrt, afraid that the intelligence 
and energy which the old man displayed had been but a tempo- 
I'ary flash of Uic lamp, which was about to relapse into evening 
twilight. 

" Go to, sir boy,” said his fathc^r, sharply ; " is it for thee to tax 
me in this presence i — Know, that were the whole roundheads 
that are out of hell in present assemblage round Woodstock, I 
could send away the Ruyal Hope of England by a way that the 
wisest of them could never guess. — Alice, my love, ask no questions, 
but speed to the kitchen, and fetch a slice or two of beef, or 

better of venison ; cut Uicm long, and thin, d’ye mark me” 

" This is w'andering of the mind,” said Albert apart to the 
King. We do him wrong, and your Majesty liarm, to listen to 
him.” 

" I think otherwise,” said Alice, " and 1 know my father better 
than you.” So saying, she left the room, to fulfil her father’s 
orders. 

I think BO, too,” said Charles — " in Scotland the Presbyterian 
ministers, when thundering in their pulpits on my own sins and 
those of nw house, took the freedom to call me to my face Jero- 
boam, or Kehoboam, or some snch name, for following the advice 
of young oounseUors — Oddsfisb, 1 will take that of the giey beard 
for once, for never saw I more sharpness and decision than in the 
eountenance of that noble old man,” 

By this time Sir Henry bad found what he was seeking. ^ In 
this tin box,” he said, ** are six balls prepared of the most cordial 
spices, mixed with medicaments of the ^oicest and most invigo- 
rating quality. Given from hour to hour, wrapt in a covering of 
good braf or venison, a horse of spirit will not flag for five hours, 
at the speed of fifteen miles an hour ; and, ^ease God, the fourth 
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of the time placei your Majesty in safety — ^what remains ma> be 
lucful on some future occasion. Martin knows how to adniiiiisler 
tlicm ; and Albert’s weary cattle sliall be ready^ if walked gently 
for ten minutes^ in running to devour the way, aa old Will says — 
nay, waste not time in speech, your Majesty does me but too 
much honour in using what is your own. — Now, see if the coast 
is clear, Albert, and let his Majesty set off instaiitl^^ — We wull 
play our parts but ill, if any take the chase after him fur tlies** 
two hours that are bctw'een night and day— Change dresses, as 
you proposed, in yonder sleeping apartment — something may bo 
made oi that, too.” 

“ But, good Sir Henry,” said the King, “ your zeal overlooks a 
principal point. 1 have, indeed, come from the under-keeper's 
hut you mention to this place, but it was by daylight, and under 
guidance* — I shall never find my way tliither in utt(*r darkness, 
and without a guide — 1 fear you must let tlie Colonel go witli me ; 
and I entreat and command, you will jmt yourself to no trouble 
or risk to defend the house* — only make what delay you can in 
showing its secret recesses.” 

“ Rely on me, my royal and liege Sovereign,” said Sir Henry, 
" but Albert must remain licre, and Alice shall guide } r>ur Ma- 
jesty to Jocehne’s hut in his stead.” 

" Alice !” said Charles, stepping back in sui prise — "why, it is 
dark night — and — and — and — ” He glanced his eye towards Alice, 
who had by this time returned to the apartment, and saw' doubt 
and appreheiibioii in her look ; an intimation, that the reserve 
under which he had placed liis disjiositiou for gallantry, since tin* 
morning of the proposed duel, had not altogetiier effai'ed the re- 
collection of his previous conduct He hastened to put a strong 
negative upon a proposal w hich apj>eared so mueli to embarrass 
her. " It is impossible for me, mdecd. Sir Henry, to use Alice's 
services — I must walk as if bloodhounds were at my lioels.” 

" Aheo shall trip it,” said the knight, " with any wench in Ox- 
fordshire ; and what would your Majesty’s best speed avail, if 
you knew not the way to go 1” 

“ Nay, nay. Sir Henry,'’ continued the King, “ the night is too 
dark — ^wo stay too long — I will find it myself.*’ 

" Lose no time in exchanging your dress witli Albert,” said Sir 
Henry — ^ leave me to take care of the rest” 

Charles, still inchnod to expostulate, withdrew, how'ever, into 
the apartment where young Lee and he were to exchange clothes ; 
while Sir Henry said to his dau^ter, " Ghit thee a cloak, wench, 
and put on thy thickest shoes, ^ou might’st have ridden Pixie, 
but he is something spirited, and thou art a timid horsewoman, 
and ever wert so — the only weakness I have known of thee.” 

^ But, my fother,” said Alice, fixing her very earnestly on 
Sir Henry’s fiioe, " must I really go idong with the King 1 might 
not Fhmbe, or dame Jellicot, go with us t” 
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“ No — ^no — no/’ answered Sir Henr}* ; " Plioeho, the silly slut, 
lias, as you well know, been in fits to>nij[^ht, and I take it, such a 
walk as \ou must take is no chami for hysterics — Dame Jelheot 
hobbles as slow as a broken-wiuded mare — ^besides, her deafness, 
were there occasion to speak to her — No — no— you shall go alone* 
and entitle yourself to liavo it written on your tomb, ‘ Here lies 
she who saved the King * * — And, hark you, do not think of re- 
turning to-niffht, hut stay at the verdurer’s with his m(»ce — ^the 
Park and Cliasi* will shortly be filled with our enemies, and what- 
ever chances hero you will learn early enou;»h in the mominp.” 

“ And what is it I may then learn said Alice— “ Alas, who 
can tell ? — O, dearest father, let me stay and share your fate ’ I 
will pull ofT the timorous woman, and fight for the King, if it he 
necessary. — But — 1 cannot think of becoming his only attendant 
in the dark night, and through a road so lonely.” 

“ How ! ” said the knight, raising his voice ; do you bring 
ceremonious and silly scruples fonvanl, wdicn the King’s safet\ , 
nay his life is at stake* ! By this mark of loyalty,” stroking his 
grey beard as he spoke, “ could I think thou wcTt other than be- 
comes a daughter of the house of Lee, 1 would ” 

At this moment the King and Albert interrupted him by enter- 
ing the apartment, having exeliangrd dresses, and, Trr>m their 
stature, bearing some rcs(*mb]ance to each other, thougli Gliarles 
was evidently a plain, and Lee a handsome young man. Their 
complexions were different ; but the difference could not be im- 
mediately noticed, Albert having adopted a black pcru([ue, and 
darkened his eyebrows. 

Aibert Lee walked out to the front of the mansifin, to give one 
turn around the Lodge, in order to discover in what direction 
any enemies might )»e approaching, that they miglu judge of the 
road wliich it was safcbt for the royal fugitiio to adopt. Mean- 
while the King, who w'as first in entering the afiai'tment, had 
heard a part of the angry apaw(*r which the old knight made to 
hia daughter, and w'as at no loss to guess the subject of his resent- 
ment. lie walked up to him with the dignity which lie perfectly 
knew to assume when* he chose it. 

" Sir Henry,” he said, " it is our pleasure, nay our command, 
that you forbear ail exertion of paternal authority in this matter. 
Mistress Alice, 1 am sure, must have good and strong reasons 
for what she wishes ; and 1 should never jiardon myself w'erc she 
placed in an unpleasant situation on my account. 1 am too well 
acquainted with woods and wildemcsses to fear losing iny way 
among my native oaks of Woodstock.” 

" l^ur Majesty shall not incur the danger,” said Alice, her 
temporary liesitation entirely removeil by the calm, clear, and 
candid manner in which Charles uttered these last words. " You 
shall run no risk that 1 can prevent ; and the unbapjpy chances 
of the times in which 1 have lived ^ve from experience made 
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the forest as well known to me by night as by day. So, if you 
scorn not iiiy comijany, let us away instantly.” 

^ If your company is given with good-will, I accept it with 
gratitude,” replied the monarch. 

^ Willingly,” she said, “ most willingly. Let me be one of the 
first to show that zeal and tlmt confidence, which I trust all Eng- 
land will one day emulously display in behalf of your Majesty.” 

Slie uttered tliesc words with an alacrity of spirit, and made 
the trifling change of habit with a speed and dexterity, which 
showed that all her fears were gone, and that her heart was en- 
tirely in the mission on w*hich her father had dispatched her. 

" All is safe around,” said Albert Lee, showing himself ; " you 
may take which passage you will — ^the most private is the best.” 

Charles went gracefully up to Sir Henry Le<^erc his departure, 
and took him by the hand . — " I am too proud to make profes- 
sions,” ho said, which I may be too poor ever to realize. But 
while Charles Stewart lives, he lives the obliged and indebted 
debtor of Sir Henry Lee.” 

“ Say not so, please your Majesty, say not so,” exclaimed the 
old man, struggling with the hysterical sobs which rose to his 
throat. lie who might claim ail, cannot become indebted by 
accepting some small part.” 

“ Farewell, good friend, farewell 1” said the King ; ** think of 
me as a sou, a brother to Albert and to Alice, who arc, I see, 
already impatient. Give me a father's blessing, and let me be 
gone.'^ 

The God, through whom kings reign, bless your Majesty,” 
said Sir Henry, kneeling and turning his reverend face and 
clasped hands up to Heaven — The Lord of Hosts bless you, and 
save your Majesty from your present dangers, and bring you m 
bis own good time to the safe possession of the crown that is your 

Charles received his blessing like that of a fstlier, and Alice 
and he departed on their journey. 

As they left the apartment, the old knight let his hands sink 
gently as he concluded this fervent ejaculation, his head sinking 
nt the same time. His son dared not disturb his meditation, yet 
feared tlie strength of his feelings might overcome that of his 
constitution, and that he might fall into a swoon. At len^, he 
ventured to approach and gradually touch him. The old knight 
started to his feet, add was at once the same alert, active-minded, 
forecasting director, which he had shown himself a little before. 

" You are right, boy,” he said, ** we must be up and doing. 
They He, the roundhe^ed traitors, that call him dissolute and 
wor&leSB ! He hath feelings worthy the son of the blessed 
Martyr. Yon saw, even in the extremity of danger, he would 
have perilled his safety rather than take Alice’s guidance when 
the siuy wench seemed in doubt about going, i^ofligacy is in-> 
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tensely selfish, and thiuks not of the fechiigb of others. But hast 
thuu di'uwn hu)t and bar after tiiem t £ \ow J scarce saw when 
the> left the liall.’* 

I li‘t them out at the little postern,’’ said the Colonel ; “ and 
when 1 returned, I was afraid 1 had found you ill.” 

“ Joy — jo,\, oiil\ joy, Albert — 1 cannot allow a thought of doubt 
to cross iiiy breast. God will not desert the descendant of an 
hundred kings — the rightful Heir w'lll upt be given up to the rut- 
Jians. There was a tear in his eye as he took leave of lue — I am 
sure of it. Wouldst not die for him, boy V* 

“ If I lay iny life down for luin to-night,” said Albert, “ I would 
oiilj regret it, because 1 should not hear of his escape to-morrow.” 

“ Well, let us to this gear,” said the knight ; “ thmk'st thou 
that thou kiiow'st enough of hU manner, clad as thou art in his 
dress, to induce the women to believe thee to he the page Ker- 
negu} 

“ Uinpli,” rejilied Albert, “ it is not easy to hear out a iicrsom- 
fication of the Ivnig, when women aro in the case. l£ut tliere is 
only a very little light below, and 1 can try.” 

** Do so instantly,” said his father ; " tiie luiaves will be here 
jircsently.” 

Albert accordingly loft the apartment, while the knight conti- 
nued — “ If the woineii he actually persuaded that iverneguy be 
still here, it will add strength to my plot — the beagh^s will open 
on a false scent, and th<' royal stag be safe in cover ere they re- 
gain the slot of him. Then to draw them on from hidiug-placi' 
to hidiiig-plaee ! Why, the east will he grey before they have 
sought the half of them! — Yes, I will play at bob-cherry witli 
them, hold the bait to their nosu which they are never to gorge 
upon! 1 will drag a trail for them which will take them some 
time to puzzle out. — But at what cost do I do this coutinued the 
old knight, iiiterrujitiiig his own joyous soliloquy — ^Oh, Absa- 
lom, Absalom, my son ! my sou 1 — But let him go ; he can but 
die as Ins fathers have died, and iii the cause fur which they lived. 
But he comes — Hush I—- Albert, hast thou succeeded 1 hast thou 
talwii royalty upon thee so as to pass current 1 ” 

“ I have, sir,” replied Albert ; “ the women will swear that 
Louis Kernoguy was in the house tliis very last minute.” 

‘‘Bight, for they are good and faithful creatures,” said the 
knight, and would swear what was for his Majesty’s safety at 
any rate ; yet they will do it w'lth more nature and effect, if they 
believe they aro swcai’iiig truth. — How didst thou impress the 
deceit upon them 

^ By a trifling adoption of the royal manner, air, not worth 
mentioning.” 

“ Out, rogue replied the knight “ 1 fear the King’s cha- 
racter will suffer under your mummery.” 

“ Umph,” said Albert, muttering what he dared not utter aloud 
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— were I to follow the example close up, 1 know whose charac- 
ter would be in the greatest d^ger.” 

** Well, now we must adjust the defence of the outworks, the 
signids, &,c. betwixt us both, and the best way to baffle the enemy 
for the longest time possible.” Ho then again had recourse to 
the secret drawers of his cabinet, and pulled out a piece of parch- 
ment, on which was a plan. This,” said he, is a scheme of 
the citadel, as 1 call it, which may hold out long enough after 
you have been forced to evacuate the places of retreat you are 
already acquainted with. The ranger was always sworn to keep 
this plan secret, save from one person only, in case of sudden deatli. 
— Let us sit down and study it together.” 

They accordingly adjust*^ their measures in a manner which 
will better show itself from what afterwards took place, than were 
we to state the various schemes which they proposed, and provi- 
sions made against events that did not arrive. 

At length young Lee, armed and provided with some food and 
liquor, took leave of his father, and went and shut himself up in 
Victor Lee's apartment, from which was an opening to tho laby- 
rinth of private apartments, or hiding-places, tliat h^ served the 
associates so well in the fantastic tricks which they had played 
off at the expense of the Commissioners of tho Commonw^th. 

** I trust,” said Sir Henry, sitting down b^ his desk, after hav- 
ing taken a tender farewell of his son, that llochecliffe has not 
blabbed out the secret of tho plot to yonder fellow Tomkins, who 
was not unlikely to prate of it out of school. — But here am 1 
seated — ^perhaM for the last time, with my Bible on ilie one 
hand, and old Will on the other, prepared, tliank God, to die as 
I have lived. — I msrvel they come not yet,” he said, after wait- 
ing for some time — ** 1 always thought the devil had a smarter 
spur to pve bis agents when they were upon his own special 


CHAPTER XXXIII. 


Bnt Me, hh faco » black, and full of blood : 

His eye-balls farther out than when he lived, 

Staniie full jchastly, like a strauRled mau ; 

His hair upT«ar*d->hii nostrils stretch'd with struggling. 

His hands abroad display'd, as one irho grasp'd 
And tugg'd for life, and was by strength suboned. 

Benty Vh, Part /. 

Had those whoso unpleasant visit Sir Henry expected come 
straight to the Lod^, instead of staying for three hours at Wood- 
stock, ihqy would nave secured their prey. But the Familist, 
pacify to prevent the King’s escape, pa^ly to render himself of 
BMora importance in the affkir, had represented the party at the 
Lodge as beiiig constantly on tho aler^ and had therefore incul- 
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cated upon Cromwell the necessity of his remaining quid until 
he ^Tomkins) should appear to give him notice that the hoiibu- 
hola were retired to rest. Oii this condition he undertook, not 
only to discover the apartment in which the unfortunate Chiles 
slept, but, if possible, to find some mode of fastening the door on 
the outside, so as to render flight impossible. He had also pro- 
mised to secure the kc'y of a postc^m, by which the soldiers might 
be admitted into the house without exciting alarm. Nay, the 
matter might, by means of his local knowledge, be managed, as 
he represented it, with such security, that he would undertake to 
}>lace hiB Excellency, or whomsoever he might appoint for the 
service, hy tlie side of Charles Stew'art’s bed, ere he had slept off 
the last night’s claret. Above all, he had stated, that, from the 
style of the old house, there were many passages and posterns 
which must he carefully guarded before the least ^arm was caught 
by those within, otherwise the success of the whole enterprise 
might bo endangered. He had therefore besought Cromwell to 
w*ait for him at the village, if he found him not there on his ar- 
rival ; and assured him that the marching and countermarching 
of soldiers w'as at present so common, that even if any nows were 
carried to the Lodge that fresh troops had arrived in thfe borough, 
so ordinary a circumstance would not give them the least alarm. 
He recommended that the soldiers chosen for this service should 
be such as could bo depended upon — ^no faintors in spirit — ^nono 
who turn back from Mount Gilead for fear of the Amalekites, 
but men of war, accustomed to strike with tlie sword, and to need 
no second blow. Finally, ho represented tliat it would be wisely 
done if the General should put Pearson, or any oilier officer 
whom he could completely trust, into the command of the detach- 
ment, and keep his own person, if ho should think it proper to 
attend, secret even from the soldiers. 

All this man's counsels Cromwell had punctually followed. He 
had travelled in the van of this detachment of one hundred picked 
soldiers, whom he had selected for tlie service, men of dauntless 
resolution, bred in a thoiisand dangers, and who were steeled 
against all feelings of hesitation and comiiassion, by the deep and 
gloomy fanaticism which was their chief piinciple of action — ^mcn 
to whom, as their General, and no less as the chief among the 
Elect, the commands of Oliver were like a commission from tlie 
Deity. 

Great and deep was the General’s mortification at the unex- 
pected absence of the personage on w hose agency he so confidently 
reckoned, and many conjectures he formed as to the cause of such 
mysterious conduct. Sometimes he thought Tomkins had been 
overcome by liquor, a frailty to which Cromwell knew him to be 
addicted ; and when he held this opinion he discharged his wrath 
in maledictions, which, of a different kind from the wild oaths and 
curses the cavaliers, had yet in them as much blasphemy, and 
more determined malevolence. At other times he tbonght some 
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unexpected alarm, nr perhapn Rome drunken cavalier revel, had 
caused the family of Woodstock Lodge to make later hour^ than 
usual. To this eunjecturis Inch appeared the most prohahle of 
any, his mind often rt'curred ; and it was the hope that Tomkins 
would fltill appear at tlit^ rendezvous, which induced liiin to remain 
at the borough, anvioiis to receive communication from his emis- 
sary, and atraid ul imdaiigering the success of the enterprise by 
any premature exertion on his own part. 

In tin; meantime, Cromwell, finding it no longer possible to 
eoueeal bis personal prehoiice, disposed of every thing so as to be 
ready at a minute's notice. Half his soldiers he caused to dis- 
mount, and had the horses put into quarters ; the other half were 
directed to keep their horses saddled, and themselves ready to 
mount at a moment's notice. The men were brought into the 
house by turns, and had some n^frcsliineiit, lea\iiig a sufficient 
g;uard on the horses, which was changed from time to time. 

Thus Oomwcll waited with no little uncertainty, often casting 
an anxious eye upon Colonel Kverard, who, he sunpected, could, 
if ho clioBc it, well supply the place of Ins absent confiilant. Eve- 
rard endured tins calmly, with unaltered eouiiteiiaiice, and brow 
neither rutHed no dejected. 

Midnight at length tolled, and it became necessary to take some 
decisive ste]). Tomluns might have been treacherous ; or, a sus- 
picion which approached more near to the realiU, his intrigue 
might have been discovered, and he hiuiscdf murdered or kid- 
napped the vengeful royaliste. In a word, if any use was to 
be made of the chance winch fortune afforded of securing the 
moat formidable claimant of the supreme power, which he already 
aimod at, no farther time w'as to be lost. He at length gave orders 
to Pearson to get the men under arms ; he directed him concern- 
ing the mode of forming them, and tliat they should march witli 
the utmost possible silence ; or as it was giv en out in the orders, 
u Even as Gideon marched in silence when he went down agamst 
the camp of the Midiaiiitos, with only Phurali his servant. Per- 
adventure,” continued this strange document, we too may learn 
of what yonder Alidiaiiitos have dreamed.** 

A single patrol, followed by a corporal and five steady, expe- 
rienced solders, funned the ^vanced guard of the party ; then 
followed the main body. A rear-guard of ten men guarded 
Everard and tlie iLiiiiister. Cromwell required the attendance of 
the former, as it might be necessary to examine him, or confront 
him with others ; and he carried Master Holdenough with him, 
beeause he might escape if left behind, and perhaps raise some 
tnmiilt in the village. The Presbyterians, though they not only 
eoneitmd with, but led the way in the civil war, were at ite con- 
cliuaon highly diasatisded with the ascendency of the milit^ 
seotaaries, and not to be trusted as cordial agents in anything 
whore their interost was concerned. The infantry being disposed 
of as we liavo noticed, marched off from the left of tneir line. 
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(Vomwcll and Pearson, lioth on kcepini; at the head of tlu* 
centre, op main body of the dotachmoiit. They were all armed 
wdtli petroiiels, short puns simihur to the modem earalniie, and, 
like tliciii, used by horsemen. They marched in the most jinv 
found silence and with the utmost regularity, tho whole bud} 
moving like one man. 

About one hundred yards behind the rearmost of tlio dis- 
niounted party, eaine the* troopers who remained oii horsehack ; 
and it Hcoiued as if even the inutional animals were Hciisihh> Vi 
Cmmw'oll’s orders, for the horses did not neigh, and even ap- 
peared to jdaee tlieir feet on tlio earth cautiously, and with lew 
noise than iihiial. 

Their leader, full of anxious thoughts, never spoke, save to 
enforce hy whispers his caution respecting silence, while the men, 
surprised and delighted to hntl themselves under the commaud 
of thi'ir renowned (huieral, and destined, doubtless, for sonic se- 
cret service of high import, used the utmost precaution in attend- 
ing to his reiterated orders. 

They marelied dtiwii the street of the little borough in the 
order we have mentioned. Few of Uie towtismon wer<‘ abroad , 
and one cn* tw o, who hod protractc'd the orgii's of the evening to 
that unusual hour, were too happy to escape the notice of a strong 
party of soldiers, w'ho often acted iii the character of police, to 
inquire about their purpose for being under arms so late, or the 
route w lueh tlicy where pursuing. 

The external gate of tho Chase had, ever since the party liad 
arrived at Woodstock, been strictly guarded by three file of 
troopers, to cutoff all commumcation botweeuthc Lodge and the 
town. Spitfire, Wildrake’s emissary, who had often been a-bird- 
iiesting, or on similar mischievous excursions m the forest, had 
evaded tliese men’s vigilance by climbing over a broach, witii 
which he was well acquainted, in a difTorexit jiart of the wall. 

Between this party and the advanced guard of Cromwell’s de- 
tachment, a whis]^red challenge was exchanged, according to 
the rules of discipline. The infantry entered the Park, and were 
followed by the cavaliry, who were directed to avoid the hard 
road, and ride as much as possible upon the turf which bordered 
ou the avenue. Here, too, an additional precaution was used, a 
file or two of foot soldiers being detached to search the woods on 
either hand, and make prisoner, or, in the event of resistance, 
put to death, any whom they might find lurking there, under 
what pretence soever. 

Meanwhile, the weather began to show itself as propitious to 
Cromwell, as he had found most incidents in tlie course of his 
successful career. The grey mist, which had hitherto obscured 
everything, and rendered marching in the wood embarrassmg 
and difficult, had now given way to the moon, which, after many 
effort^ at length forced her way through the vapour, and hung 
her dim dull cresset in the heavens^ wiiich she enli^teiied as 
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the dying lamp of an anchorite does tho cell in which he reposes. 
The party were in sight of the front of the palace, when Hold- 
enough whispered to Everard, as they walked near each other — 

See yo not, yonder flutters the mysterious light in the turret of 
the incontinent llosamond? This night try whether the 
devil of the Sectaries or the devil of tho Malignants sliall prove 
the stronger. O, sing jubilee, for the kingdom of Satan is divided 
against itself 

Here the divine was interrupted by a non-commissioned officer, 
who came hastily, yet with noiseless steps, to say, in a low stern 
whisper — << Silence, prisoner in the rear — silence on pain of 
death.” 

A moment afterwards the whole party stopped their march, 
the word halt being passed from one to anotlier, and instantly 
obeyed. 

The cause of this interruption was the hasty return of one of 
the flanking party to the mam body, bnnging news to Cromwell 
t]i.at thoy had seen a light in the wood at some distance on tho left. 

“ What can it be 1 ” said Cromwell, his low stern voice, even 
111 a whisper, making itself distinctly heard. Dues it move, or 
IS it stationary t” 

" So far as we can judge, it moveth not,” answered the trooper. 

Strange — ^there is no cottage near the spot where it is seen.” 

So please your Excellency, it may be a device of Sathan,” 
said Corporal Humgudgeon, snuffling through his nose ; ^ he is 
mighty powerful in tliese parts of late.” 

** So please your idiocy, thou art an ass,” said Cromwell ; but, 
instantly recollecting that the corporal had been one of tlie adju- 
tators or tribunes of the common soldiers, and was tlierefore to 
bo treated with suitable respect, he said, ^ Nevertheless, if it be 
tlio device of Satan, please it Lord we will resist him, and 
the foul slave shall fly from us. — Pearson,” he said, resuming his 
soldierlike brevity, take four flle, and see what is yonder — No 
— tho knaves may shrink from thee. Go thou straight to the 
Lodge — invest it in the way we agreed, so tliat a bird shall not 
escape out of it — ^furm an outer and an inward ring of sentinels, 
but give no alarm until 1 oome. Should any attempt to escaj^, 
KILL them.” — He spoke that command with terrible emphaus. 
— ^ Kill them on the spot,” he repeated, ^ be they who or what 
they will. Better so than trouble tlie Commonwealth with pri- 
soners.” 

Pearson heard, and proceeded to obey his commander’s orders. 

Meanwhile, the future Protector disposed the small force which 
remained with him in such a manner that they should approach 
from Afferent points at once the light which excited his suspi- 
eiaii% and gave them orders to creep as near to it as they could, 
takhm HMre not to lose each other’s support, and to be ready to 
rush in at the same moment, when he should give the sign, which 
was to be a loud whisde. Anxious to ascertiuu the truth witli 
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]iis own eyes, Cromwt*lI, who had by instinct all the habits of 
military foresif^ht, which, in others, are the result of professional 
education and hmg experience, advanced upon the object of his 
curiosity. He skulked from tree to tree with the light step and 
prowhng sagacity of an Indian bush-fighter ; and before any of 
his men had approached so near as to descry them, he saw, by 
the lantern which was placed on tlie ground, two men, who had 
been engaged in digging what seemed to be an ill-made grave. 
Near them lay extended something wrapped in a deer’s liide, 
which greatly rcsemliled the dead body of a man, They spoke 
together in a low voice, yet so that their dangerous auditor could 
perfectly overhear what they said. 

" It 15 done at last,** said one ; the worst and hardest labour 
I ever did in my life. I believe there is no luck about mo left. 
My very arms fuel as if they did not belong to me ; and, strange 
to tell, toil as hard as I would, T could not gather warmth in my 
limbs.’* 

“ I have warmed me enough,” said Rochecliffe, breailiing sliort 
with fatigue. 

" But the cold lies at my heart,” said Joccline ; ^ I scarce hope 
ever to bo warm again. It is strange, and a charm seems to bo 
on us. Here have w*e been nigh two hours in doing w'hat Dig- 
gen the sexton would have done to better purpose m half a one.” 

We are wretched spadesmen enough,” answered Dr. Uoche- 
cliffc. ** Every man to his tools — ^thou to thy bugle-hom, and 1 
to my papers in cipher. — But do not be discouraged ; it is the 
frost on the ground, and the number of roots, which rendered 
our task diflicult. And now, all due rites done to this unhappy 
man, and having read over him the service of the church, TcSeat 
gttaniunt, let us lay him decently in this place cif last repose ; 
there will be small lack of him above ground. So cheer up thy 
heart, man, like a soldier as thou art ; we have read the service 
over his body ; and should times permit it, we will have him re- 
moved to consecrated ground, though he is all unworthy of such 
favour. Here, help me to lay him in the earth ; we will drag 
briers and thorns over the spot, when we have shovelled dust 
upon dust ; and do thou think of this chance more manfully ; and 
remember, thy secret is in thine own keeping.” 

" I cannot answer for that,” said Jocehne. " Methinks Uie 
very night winds among the leaves will tell of what we have been 
doing — methinks the trees themselvos will say,/ there is a dead 
corpse lies among our roots.* Witnesses are soon found when 
blood hath been spilled.” 

<<They are so, and that right early,” exdaimed Cromwell, 
starting from the thicket, laying hold on Joceline, and putting a 
pistol to his head. At any other period of his life, the forester 
would, even against the odds of nambers, have made a desperate 
resistanoe ; but the horror he had felt at the slaughter of an old 
oompanbn, although in defence of bis own life, together with 
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fatigue and Rurprise, had altogether unmanned him, and he was 
Sf'ized as easily as a sheep is secured hy the butcher. Dr. 
liochecliffe offered some resistance, but was presently secured 
by the soldiers w ho pressed around him. 

“Look, soino of jou,” said Cromwell, “what corpse this is 
upon whom these lewd sonfl of Uelial lia've done a murder — Cor- 
poral Grace-be-h<Tc ilumgudgoon, see if thou know'cst tlie face.'" 

“ I profesti I do, e^ en as I Hliould do mine ow’ii in a mirror,” 
snnffleil the corporal, aftt'r hniking on the countenance of the 
dead ma^ hj the liclji of the lantc'rn. “ Of a verity it is our trusty 
brother in the faith, Jose])h Tomkins.” 

“ Tomkins !'* exclaimed Cromwell, springing forward and sa- 
tisfying himself with a glance at the features of tho corpse — 
“ Toinkias * — and murdered, as the fracture of the tem)»le inti- 
mates ! — (logs that ye are, confess the truth — You have mur- 
dered him because you have discovered his treachery — I should 
say his true spirit towards the Commonwealth of England, and 
his hatred of those compluts in which you would have engaged 
hiR honest simplicity .” 

“Ay,” said Grace-he-licre Ilumgudgoon, “and then to mi**- 
U 80 his dead body with your papistical doctriiii‘s, as if you had 
crammed cold porridge into its cold month. I pray Ihec, Gene- 
ral, let these men's bonds be made strong.” 

“Forbear, corporal,” said Cromwell; “our time presses. — 
Friend, to you, whom 1 hclicveto he Doctor Anthony liochccliffe 
hy name and surname, 1 have to give the choice of being hanged 
at day -break to-morrow', or makmg atonement for the murder of 
one of the Lord’s people, hy telling what thou knowest of the 
secrets which are in yonder house.” 

“ Truly, sir,” replied Rocliecliffe, you found mo but m my 
(lucy as a clergyman, interring the dead ; and respecting answer- 
ing your questions, 1 am determined myself, and do advise my 
fellow'-sufferer on this occasion” 

“ Remove him,” said Cromwell ; “ 1 knowr his stiffneckedness 
of old, though 1 have made him plough in my furrow, when ho 
thought he was turning up his own swathe — ]^*move him to the 
rear, and bring hither the oilier fellow^ — Como thou here — this 
way — closer— closer. — Corporal Grace-be-here, do tliou keep thy 
hand upon the belt with which he is hound. We must take care 
of our life for the sake of this distracted country, though, lack-a- 
day, for its own proper wrorth we could peril it for a pin’s point. 
— ^Now, mark me, fellow, choose botwixt buying thy life by a full 
confession, or being tucked presently up to one of these old oaks 
— How lil^t thou tliat ?” 

“ Truly, master,” answered the under-keeper, affecting more 
nisticitythan was natural to him, (for his frequent intercourse with 
Sir Henry Lee had partly softened and polished his manners,) 
“ I think tho oak is like to bear a lusty acorn — ^that is alL” 

^ Bally not with me, friend,” continued Oliver ; “ 1 profess to 
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thee Sii sinceritj I am no tnfliT What guests have you seea at 
yonder house called the Lo«lge 

Many a brave guest in my dav, JVe arrant ye, master,” 
said Jocehne. Ah, to sec how the chimneys used to sniohe 
some twelve years btiek ' Ah, sir, a sniif of it would have dim d 
a poor man.” 

“ Out, rascal •” said the General, ““dost thou jeer me * Tell 
me at once what guests have lus'ii of late in the Lf>dg(' — and look 
thi^e, Iriend, he assured, that in r« ndermg mo this satisiaclion, 
thou shalt not only rescue thy iiwk from the halter, but render 
jilho an acceptable service to the State, and oin which I will 
see fittingly rewanlod. For, truly, I am not of those who would 
liave the ram tail only on tin* pisuid and statidy plants, hut rather 
would, so far as my poor wishes and prayers are concerned, that 
it should also tall uj^on the lowly and humble* grass and corn, 
tliat the heart oi the husbandiiiaii may bo rejuiced, and tliat as 
the cedar (d Lebanon w'axes in its height, in its houghs, and in 
its ro<its, so may the humhle and lowly hyssop^that growetli upon 
the walls fioiirisli, and — and, truly — Underbtaud'st thou me, 
knave { ” 

“ Not entirely, if it please your honour,” said Joceline; ‘«Jmt 
it sounds as if you were pn'aclmig a sermon, and has a marvellous 
tw'ang of doctrine with it.” 

“ Then, in one word — thou knowest there is one Louis Konie- 
guy, or Carnego, or some such name, in hiding at the Lodge 
yondei *” 

“ Nay, BIT, replied the under-kcc’jier, “ there have been many 
oonung and going since Worccster-field ; and how should 1 know 
who they arc 1 — ^my service is out of doors, I trow.” 

“ A thousand poumLs,” said Cromwell, “ do I tell down to thee, 
if thou canst place tliat boy in my power.” 

“ A thousand pounds is a marvellous matter, sir,” said Joce- 
linp ; “ but 1 have more blood on my hand tlian I like already. 
1 know not how the price of hfo may thnvc— and, scape or hang, 
I have no mind to try,” 

“Away with him to the rear,” said the General; “and let 
him not speak with his yoke-fellow' yonder. — Fool tliat 1 am, to 
waste time in expecting to get milk from mules^— Move on to- 
wards tho Lodge.” 

They moved with the same silence as formerly, notwithstand- 
ing tho difficulties which they encountered from being unac- 
quainted w'ith the road and its various intricacies. At length 
diey were challenged, in a low voice, by one of their own senti- 
nel^ two concentnc circles of whom had been placed around the 
Lodge, BO close to each other, as to preclude the possibility of an 
in^vidual escaping from within. The outer gwu^ was main- 
tained partly by herse upon the roads and open lawn, and where 
tile ground was broken and bushy, by infanti*y. The inner circle 
was guarded by foot soldierB only. Tho whole were in the highest 
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degrco alert^ expecting some interesting and important conse- 
quences from tiie unusual expedition on -which they were en- 
gaged. 

Any news, Pearson!” said the General to his aide-de-camp, 
who came instantly to report to his superior. 

He received for anaw er, “ None.” 

Cromwell led hia officer forward just opposite to the door of 
the Lodge, and there paused betwixt the circles of guards, so that 
their conversation could.not be overheard. 

He then pursued his enquiry, demanding — Were there any 
lights, any appearances of stirring — any attempt at sally — any 
preparation for defence 1” 

** All as silent as the valley of the shadow of death — Even as 
the vale of Jehosaphat.” 

Pshaw ! tell me not of Jehosaphat, Pearson,” said Cromwell. 

These words are good for others, hut not for thee. Speak 
plainly, and like a blunt soldier as thou art. Each man hath his 
own mode of speech ; and hluntness, not sanctity, is thine.” 

“ Well then, nothing lias been stirring,” said Pearson. — Yet 
peradventure ” 

" Peradventure not mo,” said Cromwell, or thou wilt tempt 
me to knock thy teeth out. I ever distrust a man w'hen he speaks 
after another fashion from his own.” 

Zounds i let me speak to an end,” answered Pearson, ^ and 
1 will speak in what language your Excellency will.” 

Thy zounds, friend,” said Oliver, " showeth little of grace, 
but much of sincerity. Go to then — thou knuwest 1 love and 
trust thee. Hast thou kept close watch 1 It behoves us to know 
that, before giving the alarm.” 

" On my soul,” said Pearson, ** I have watched as closely as a 
cat at a mouse-hole. It is beyond iHissibility that any thing 
could have eluded our vigilance, or even stirred within the house, 
without our being aware of it.” 

« ’Tis well,” said Cromwell ; ^ thy services shall not be for- 
gotten, Pearson. Thou canst not preach and pray, but thou 
canst obey thine orders, Gilbert Pearson, and that may make 
amends.” 

" I thank your Excellency,” replied Pearson ; ^ but 1 beg 
leave to chime in with the humours of the times. A poor fellow 
hath no right to hold liimself sinpilar.” 

He paused, expecting Cromwell’s orders what next was to be 
done, and, indee^ not a little surprised that the General’s active 
and prompt spirit had suffered him during a moment so critical 
to cast away a thought upon a circumstance so trivial as his offi- 
cer’s peonuar mode of expresring himself. He wondered still 
more, when, by a brighter gleam of moonshine than he had yet 
enjojw, he observed that Cornwell was standing motionless, his 
himai supported upon his sword, which he had talmn out of the 

and bia atem brows bent on the ground. He waited for 
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some time impatiently, yet afraid to interfere, lest he should 
awaken this unwonted fit of iil-timed melancholy into anger and 
impatience, lie listened to the muttering sounds which escaped 
from ihe half-opening lips of his prmcipal, in which the words, 
** hard necessity,” which occurred mure than once, were all of 
which the sense could be distinguished. " My Lord- General,” at 
length he said, time flies.” 

Peace, busy fiend, and urge me .not ! ” — said Cromwell. 
" Think'bt thou, like other fools, that 1 have made a paction 
with the devil for success, and am bound to do my work within 
an appointed hour, lest the spell should lose its force 1 ” 

" 1 only think, my Lord-General,” said Pearson, " that For- 
tune has put into your offer what you have long desired to make 
prize of, and that you hesitate.” 

Cromwell sighed deeply as he answered, " Ah, Pearson, in this 
troubled world, a man, who is called like mo to work great things 
in Isi'ael, had need to be, as the poets feign, a thing made of har- 
dened metal, immovable to feelings of human ehantics, impas- 
sible, resistless. Pearson, the world will hereafter, perchance, 
think of me as being such a one as I have described, ^ an iron 
man, and made of iron mould' — Yet they will wrong my memory 
— ^my heart is flesh, and m} blood is mild as that of others. When 
I was a sportsman, I have wept for the gallant heron that w'as 
struck down by my hawk, and sorrowed for the hare which lay 
screaming under the jaws of my greyhound ; and canst thou 
think it a light thing to me, that, the blood of tins lad’s father 
lying in some measure upon my head, I should now put in peril 
that of the son f They are of the kindly race of English sove- 
reigns, and, doubtless, are adored like to demigods by those of 
their own party. I am called Parricide, Blood-thirsty Usurper, 
already, for shedding the blood of one man, that the plague might 
bo stayed — or as Achan was slain that Israel might thereafter 
stand against the face of their enemies. Nevertheless, who has 
spoke unto me graciously since that high deed \ Those who acted 
in tlie matter with me are willing that 1 should be the scape-goat 
of atonement — those who looked on and helped not, bear them- 
selves now as if they had been borne down by violence ; and 
while 1 looked that they should shout applause on me, because of 
the victory of Worcester, whereof the Lord had made me the 
poor instrument, they look aside to say, < Ha ! ha ! the King- 
killer, the Farricide—soon sliall his place be made desolate.’ — 
Trul^ it IS a great thiag,^Gilbert Pearson, to be lifted above the 
multitude ; but when one feeleth that his exaltation is rather 
hailed with hate and scorn than with love and reverence — ^in 
sooth, it Is still a hard matter for a mild, tender-conscienced, in- 
fim spirit to bear--«nd Ghid be my witness, that, rather than do 
tiw new deed, 1 would shed my own best heart’s-blood in a 
pitdied field, twenty against one.” Here he fell into a flood of 
tean^ which he aometimes waa wont to do. This extremity of 
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efinotion wm nf a sin^lar cIiarBCtcr. It wa^ not actuall} tin* 
remit of penitenci*, and lar le^s that of ahsoluto hypocrisy, but 
■rose merely from the tomi)eTatiire of that remarkable man, 
whose deep pulnn , and anient enthusiasm, were iutenningled 
with a strain of h^ porhoiidnaeal jiassirm, which often led him to 
exhibit scenes of tins sort, though seldom, as now, 'alien he \ia.s 
called to the execututfi of great undertakings. 

Pearson, well acqnaintcs] as he was with the peculiarities nf 
his (jleneral, ^as baffled and confounded by this fit of liesitatioii 
and contrition, b} wliieli his enterprising spirit appc'ared to be so 
tmddenly paralysed. After a moment s silence, he sanl, with some 
dryness of manner, “If tins lie tin* case, it is a jnty your Excel- 
lency came hitluT. Corporal llnmgudgeon and 1, the greatest 
saint and greatest sinner in your army, had done the deed, and 
divided the guilt and the honour betwivt us.'* 

“ Ha I” said Cromwell, as if touched to the quick, “ wouldst 
thou take the prey from the lion 1'* 

“ If tlie lion hehaves like a village cur,'* said Pearson boldly, 
“ who now barks and seems as if be urmld tear all to pieces, and 
now files from a raised stick or a stone, 1 know not wliy 1 should 
fear him. If Lambert had been here, there had been less speak- 
ing and more action.’* 

“ Lambert 1 What of Lambert said Cromwell, very shaiqily. 
“ Only,'* said Pearson, “ that I long since hesitated whether I 
should follow your Excellency or him — and 1 begin to be uncer- 
tain whether 1 have made the best choice, that's all.'* 

“ Lambert !” exclaimed Cromwell impatiently, yet softening liis 
voice lust he should be ovcrbi'ard descanting on the cliaracter of 
his rival, — “ What is Lambert 1— a tulip-fancying fellow, whom 
nature intended for a Dutch gardener at Delft or Rotterdam. 
Ungrateful as thou art, what could Lambert have done for theo ^'* 
“ He would not,” answered Pearson, “ have stood hero hesi- 
tating before a lucked door, when fortune presented the means of 
securing, by one blow, his owu fortune, and that of all who fol- 
lowed him.” 

“ Thou art right, Gilbert Pearson,” said Cromwell, grasping 
his officf;r's hand, and strongly pressing it. “ Be the half of this 
bold accoinpt tlime, 'whether tho reckoning be on earth or 
heaven.” 

“ Be tile whole of it mine hereafter,” said Pearson hardily, 
“ so your Excellency have the advantage of it upon earth. Step 
back to the rear till I force the door — there may be danger, if 
despair induce them to make a desperate sally.*’ 

“ And if they do sally, is there one of my Ironsides who fears 
fire or steel less tlian myself I” said the General. “ Let ten of 
the most determined men follow us, two with halberts, two with 
petronel^ the others with pistols — Let all their arms be loaded, 
and fire without hesitation, if there is any attempt to resist or to 
nUy finrth — ^Let Cui'ponl Uumgudgeou be with them, and do 
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thou remain here, and watch against escape, as thou wouldht 
watch for tli\ ‘salvation/* 

The General then struck at the door writh the hilt of Ins sword 
— at first with a single blow' or two, then with a reverberation of 
Ktrokes that made the ancient building ring again. This noisy 
suiiimoiis w'as rt'peatcd once or twice without producing the least 
effect. 

“ What can this mean said Cromwell ; “ they cannot surely 
have fled, and left the house empty.” 

“ No,” r<‘phed Pearson, will ensure jou against that; hut 
your Kxceneney strikes so fioicely, you allow no time for an 
aiiBW'er. Hark * T hear the baying of a kouiid, and the voice oi 
a man who ib quieting liim — Shall we break in at once, or hold 
parley 

“ J will speak to them first,” said Cromwell . — ^ Hollo ! w'ho is 
witlun there 1” 

“ Who IS it enquires answered Sir Henry Lee from tho in- 
terior ; “ or what want you here at this dead hour 1” 

“ \Vc tsnne by wari'ant of the Commonwealth of England,” 
said the General. 

“ I must see your w’arrant ere I undo cither bolt or 4atch,” re- 
plied the knight ; “ wc are enough of us to make good the castle : 
neither 1 nor my fellows will deliver it up but upon good quar- 
ter and conditions ; and we will not treat for tlicse save in fair 
<layliglit.” 

“ Siiioe you w'ill not yield to our right, you must try our might,” 
ropliocl Cromwell. “ Look to yourselves within, the door will be 
111 the midst of you in five minutes.” 

^ Look to yourselves without,” replied tho stout-hearted Sir 
Henry ; we w ill pom: our shot upon you, if you attempt tlie least 
> loleiiee.” 

But, alas ! while he assumed this bold language, his whole gar- 
rison consisted of two poor terrified women ; for his son, in con- 
formity with tlie plan which they had fixed upon, had withdrawn 
from the hall into the secret recesses of the palace. 

" What can they be doing now, sir V* said Phmbo, hearing a 
noise as it were of a carpenter turning screw-nails, mixed with a 
low buzz of men talking. 

“ They are living a petard,” said tho knight, with great com- 
posure. * 1 liave noted thee for a clever wench, Phoebe, and 1 

will explain it to thee : ’Tis a metal pot, shaped much liko one 
of the roguish knaves’ own sugar-loaf hats, supposing it had nar- 
rower brims — it is charged with some few pounds of fine gun- 
powder. Then” — — 

“ Gracious ! w'e shall bo all blown up *” exclaimed PhoBbe,-^ 
the word gunpowder being the only one which she understood in 
the knight’s aescription. 

" Not a bit, foolish girl. Pack old Dame Jellicot into the em- 
brasure of yonder window,” said the knight, on that tide of the 
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door, and we will ensconce ourselves on this, and we shall have 
time to finish my explanation, for they have bungling engineers. 
We had a clever French fellow at Newark would have done tlie 
job in the firing of a pistol.*’ 

They had scarce got into the place of security when the knight 
proceeded with his description. — The petard being formed, as 
1 tell you, is secured with a thick and strong pieco of plank, 
termed the madrier, and the whole being suspended, or rather 
secured against the gate to be forced — But thou mindest me not 1” 
How can I, Sir Henry,” she said, ** within reach of such a 
thing as you speak of t — O Lord ! I shall go mad with very terror 
— we shall be crushed — ^blown up — ^in a few minutes !** 

We are secure from the explosion,*’ replied the knight, grave- 
1}% which will operate chiefiy in a forward direction into the 
middle of tlie chamber ; and from any fragments that may fly 
laterally, we are sufficiontly guarded by this deep embrasure.” 

" But they will slay us when they enter,” said Phu^be. 

" They will give thee fair quarter, wench,” said Sir Henry ; 

and if I do not bestow a brace of balls on that rogue engineer, 
it is because I would not incur the penalty inflicted by martial 
law, which condemns to the edge of the sword all pei^ns who 
attempt to defend an untenable post. Not that 1 think the rigour 
of the law could reach Dame Jellicot or thyself, Pheebe, consi- 
dering that you carry no arms. If Alice had been here she might 
indeed have done somewhat, for she can use a birding-piece.” 

Fhcabe might have appealed to her own deeds of that day, as 
more allied to feats of M^/I«and battle, than any which her young 
lady ever acted ; but she was in an agony of inexpressible terror, 
expecting, from the knight’s account of the petard, some dread- 
ful catastrophe, of what nature slie did not justly understand, not- 
withstanding his liberal communication on the subject. 

" They are strangely awkward at it,” said Sir Henry ; “ little 
Boutirlin would have blown the house up before now. — Ah ! he 
is a fellow would take the earth like a rabbit — if he had been 
here, never may I stir but he would have countermined them 
ere now, and 

— — * 'Tib aport to have the engineer 
Holst with h» own petard/ 

as our immortal Shakspeare has it.” 

" C8i, Lord, the poor mad old gentleman,” thought Pheehe — 
" Oh, sir, had you not better leave alone playbooks, and think of 
your endl” uttered she aloud, in sheer terror and vexation of 
spirit. 

If 1 had not made up my mind to that many days sinoe,” 
answered the knight, 1 had not now met this hour with a &ie 
boso^jg — 

■ As gentle and as Jocund as to rest, 

Oo I to death— trath hath a quiet breast.’ " 



WOODSTOCK. 


As he spoke, a broad glare of light flashed from without through 
the windows of the hall, and betwixt the strong iron stanchions 
with which they wera secured— a broad discoloured light it was, 
which shed a red and dusky illumination on the old armour and 
weapons, as if it had been the reflection of a conflagration. Phoebe 
screamed aloud, and, forgetful of reverence in the moment of 
passion, clung close to the knight’s cloak and ami, while Dame 
Jellicot, from her solitary niche, having the use of her eyes, 
though bereft of her hearing, gelled like an owl when the moon 
breaks out suddenly. 

“ Take care, good Phoebe,” said the knight ; “ you will pre- 
vent my using my weapon if you hang upon me thus. — Tho bung- 
ling fools cannot fix tlieir petard without tho use of torches ! 
Now let me take the advantage of this interval. — Remember 
wliat 1 told thee, and how to put off time.” 

“ Oh, Lord — ay, sir,” said Phoebr, « I will say any thing. Oh, 
Lord, that it were but over! — All! ah!’* — (two prolonged 
screams ) — “ I hear something hissing like a serpent” 

“ It is the fusee, as we martialists call it,” replied the knight ; 
" that is, Phoebe, tlic match which fires the petard, and which is 
longer or shorter, according to the distance.” 

Here the knight’s discourse was cut short by a dreadful explo- 
sion, which, as he had foretold, shattered the door, strong as it 
w'as, to pieces, and brought down the glass clattering from the 
wmdows witli all the painted heroes and heroines, who had been 
recorded on that fragile place of memory for centuries. The 
women shrieked incessantly, and were answered by the bellowing 
of Bevis, though shut up at a distance from tho scene of action. 
The knight, shaking Phoebe from him with difficulty, advanced 
into the hall to meet those who rushed iu, with torches lighted, 
and weapons prepared. 

" Death to all who resist — ^life to those who surrender !” ex- 
claimed Cromwell, stamping with his foot. "Who commands 
this garrison f ” 

" Sir Henry Lee of Ditchley,” answered the old knight, step- 
ping forward ; " who, having no other garrison than two we^ 
women, is compelled to submit to what he would willingly have 
resisted.” 

" Disarm the inveterate and malignant rebel,” cried Oliver. 
" Art thou not ashamed, sir, to detain me before the door of a 
house which you had no force to defend 1 Wearest thou so white 
a beard, and knowest thou not, that to refuse surrendering an 
indefensible post, by the martial law, deserves hanging 

" My beaid and I,” said Sir Henry, " have settled tliat matter 
between us, and agree right cordially. It is better to run the 
risk of being hanged, like honest men, than to give up our trust 
like cowards and traitors.” 

" Ha ! say’st thou 1 ” said Cromwell ; " thou hast powerful 
motives, 1 doubt not, for runnuig thy head into a noose. But 1 
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will Hpcak with thoc h\ and by. — Ho ' Poarson, Gilbert PoarRon, 
take thiR seroll— Take the cider wouum with tlieo — Let her jpiide 
you to tlic various ]dac*es tlierein mentioned — Search every room 
therein set down, and arrest, or sla> upon the slightest resist- 
ance, whomsoever you find there. Tlien note those places marked 
aa commandiiifr jioiiits for enttin;; off intercourse thiou^h the 
manaioii — ^tlie landin •'-places of the f^rcat staircase, the f^reat gal- 
lery, and Ro forth. Uso the woman eiv illy. The plan annexed 
to the scroll w ill point out tlie posts, evi'ii if she jiro^ e slu]»id or 
refractory. Meanwhile, the corjmral, with a part\, will briiif; 
the old man and the t;irl there* to some ajiartment — the parlour, 
J think, called Victor Lee’s, will do as wc'Il as another — We will 
tlien be out of this stifiiiig smiU of f^unpowdiT.” 

So Bn\ing, and without requiring any farther assistance or 
guidance, he walked towards the apartiiumt lie hail nami'd. Sir 
Henry had his own fc4*hngs, when he saw the unhesitating deci- 
sion with W’hich the General led the w'ay, and wdiich seemed to 
intimate a more' complete acquaintance w'lth the \arious locali- 
ties of Woodstock than was consistent with his ow'n present de- 
sign, to engage the Commonwealth part} m a fruitless search 
through the intricacies of the Lodge. 

I will now ask thee a few questions, old man,” said the Ge- 
neral, when they had arrived m the room ; “ and I warn thee, 
that hope of pardon for thy many and persevering elfurts against 
the Commonwealth, can be no otherwise merited than by the 
most direct answers to the questions 1 am about to ask.” 

Sir Henry bowed. Ho would have spoken, but he felt his 
temper rising high, and became afraid it might he exhausted be- 
fore the part he had settled to play, m order to afford the King 
time for his escape, should be brought to an end. 

“What household ha\e you had here, Sir Henry Lee, within 
these few days — what guests — ^what visitors? We know that 
your means of housekeeping are not so profuse as usual, so the 
catalogue cannot be burdensome to your memory.” 

“ Far from it,” replied tlio knight, witli unusual command of 
temper ; “ my daughter, and latterly my son, liave been my guests ; 
and I have had these icmalcs, and ono Juceliiic Johffe, to attend 
upon us.” 

“ I do not ask after the regular members of your household, 
but after those who have been within } our gates, either as guests, 
or as malignant fugitives taking shelter 

“ There may have been more of both kinds, sir, than I, if it 
please your valour, am able to answer for,” replied the knight. 
“ I remember my kinsman Everard was here one morning — 
Also, I betliink me, a follower of his, called Wildrake.” 

“ Did you not also receive a young cavalier, called Louis Gar- 
neg«wt” aaid Cromwell. 

remember no such name, were 1 to hang for it,” said the 
knight. 
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" Kemeeuy^ or some such word/’ said the General ; << we will 
not quarrel for a sound.” 

^ A Scotch lady called Louis Kemeguyy was a guest of mine/* 
said Sir Henry, " and left me this morning for Dorsetshire.” 

"So late 1” exclaimed Cromwell, stamping with his foot — How 
fate contrives to baffle us, even when she seems most favour- 
able 1 — What direction did he take, old man I” continued Crom- 
well — " what horse did he ride — ^who. went with him f” 

" My son went with him/’ replied the knight ; "he brought 
him here as the son of a Scottish lord. — 1 pray you, sir, to be 
finished with these questions ; for although 1 owe thee, as Will 
Shakspeare says, 

* Respect for thy great place, and let the devil 
fie sometimes honour'd for hn burning throne/— 

yet I feel my patience wearing thin.” 

Cromwell here whispered to the corporal, who in turn uttered 
orders to two soldiers, who left the room. " Place the knight 
aside ; we will now examine the servant damsel,” said the Ge- 
neral. — " Dost thou know,” said he to Phoebe, " of the presence 
of one Louis Kemeguy, calling himself a Scotch page, who came 
here a fe\y days since I” 

" Surely, sir/’ she replied, " I cannot easily forget him ; and 
£ warrant no well-looking wendi that comes into his way will be 
like to forget him either.” 

"Aha,” said Cromwell, "sayst thou so! truly I believe the 
woman will prove the truer witness, — When did he leave this 
house 1” 

" Nay, I know nothing of hU movements, not I,” said Phosbe; 
" 1 am only glad to keep out of his way. But if he Iiave actually 
gone hence, 1 am sure he was here some two hours since, for he 
crossed me in the lower passage, between the hall and the kit- 
chen.” 

" How did you know it was hel” demanded Cromwell. 

" By a rude enopgh token,” said Phoebe. — " La, sir, you do 
aek such questions 1” she added, hanging down her head. 

Humgudgeon here interfered, taking upon himself the free- 
dom of a coadjutor. " Verily,” he saici, " if what the damsel is 
called to speak upon hath aught unseemly, I crave your Excel- 
lency's permission to withdraw, not desiring that my nightly 
medStationB may be disturbed with tales of such a nature.” 

" Nay, your honour,” said Phoebe, " I scorn the old man’s 
words, in we way of aeemlinees or unsoeiuliness either. Master 
Louis did but imatoh a kiss, that n the truth of it, if it must be 
told.” 

Here Humgndgeon groaned deeply, while his Excellency avoid- 
ed laughing with some difficulty. " Thou hast given exeellent 
tokens, Phosbeii” he said ; "and if they be true, as I think they 
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beeni to lii^, thou slialt not lack thy reward. — And here comes 
our sp 5 from the stables.” 

Tlierc are nut the least signs,” said the trooper, " that horses 
have been in the stables for a month — there is no litter in the 
stalls, no hay in the racks, the corn-biiins arc empty, and the 
inaiigors are full of cobwebs.” 

“ Ay, ay,” said the old knight, “ I have seen when 1 kept 
twenty good liorses m these stalls, with many a groom and stable- 
boy to attend them.” 

“ 111 the meanwhile,” said Cromwell, their present state tells 
little for the truth of your own story, that there were horses to- 
day, on which tliis Kemeguy and your son Hod from justice.” 

[ did not say that the horses were kept there,” said the 
km ''lit. I liavc horses and stables elsewhere.” 

“ h'le, fie, fur shame, for shame !” said the General ; " can a 
wliile-bearded man, 1 ask it once more, be a false witness 2” 

“ Faith, sir,” said Sir Henry Lee, it is a thriving trade, and 
1 wuiider not that you who live on it are so severe in i>rosecu- 
tiiig interlopers. But it is the times, and those who rule the 
tini(*s that make grey-bcards deceivers.” 

** Thou art facetious, friend, as w'ell as daring, in thy inalig- 
iiancy,” said Cromwell ; " but credit me, T will cry quittance 
with you ere I am done. Wliereunto lead these doors?” 

“ To bedrooms,” answered the knight. 

« Bedrooms I only to hodrooms said the Republican Gene- 
ral, ill a voice which indicated such was the internal occupation 
of his thoughts, that he had not fully understood the answer. 

Lord, sir,” said the knight, ^why should you make it so 
strange ? I say these doors lusbd to bedrooms — to places where 
honest men sleep, and rogues lie awake.” 

You are running up a farther account. Sir Henry,” said the 
General ; ‘^biit we will balance it once and for all.” 

Dmiug the whole of tlic scene, Cromwell, whatever might bo 
the mtcrnal uncertainty of his mind, maintained the most strict 
temperance in language and manner, just as if he had no farther 
interest in what was passing, than os a military man employed 
m discharging the duty enjoined him by his superiors. But the 
restraint upon his passion was but 

The torrent’s BmoothncBi ere it dash below.”* 

The course of his resolution was hurried on oven more forcibly, 
)>ecause no violence of expressioii attended or announced its cur- 
rent. He tiirew himself into a chair, with a countenance that 
indicated no indecision of mind, but a determination which awaited 
only tlie signal for action. Meanwhile the knight, as if resolved 

* But mortal ploasure, what art thou in truth 
Th« torrent’s BmoothneBO ere it dash below 

C vmprbll’s Gertrude qf Wyoming. 
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in notliiin; toforo;;o tlw' of lii.s rank and plar<», '•al hiin- 

holf down in turn, and jiuttiiig on Ins liat winch lay on a tsiltlo, 
rt'oardi‘il tlic (JtMioral with a calm look of fcutlos<^ indifioifnrt* 
The soldiers stood around, some holdiin; the torches, which ilhi- 
niinated the upartiiient with a lurid and sonihre ^lare oi light, 
the otlierH resting upon their wriapnim. I*hu*he, with her hands 
folded, her es turned ujiwards till the pupils were searee vjsjhlt*, 
and every shade of colour hoiiishi'd/iuiii her ruddy cheek, stt>od 
like one in ininiediate apprelii'iisioii of the Heiitence ol dedtli being 
pronoiinecd, and instant execution eoinnianded. 

Ileav'v steps wi*re at last heard, and I'earsoii and somo of tke 
soldiers returned This seenieil to be what (Voiiiwell waited foi. 
He sttirted up, and asked ha'^lrl^, Any ii<‘wh, i^earwin ^ an.\ 
firisoiiers- any in.iliguanls slam in thy defence 

None, so jilease y<inr K\eelleiic\,'’ said the officer. 

And are Lh\ sentinels all carefiilh placed, as Tom kins' scroll 
ga%e direction, and with htting ordeis f" 

“ With tlie most dehluTate e.w,” said l*earsoii 
“ Art thou very sure, * said Cromwell, ]iu]hng him a little to 
one snle, “that this is all well, and ilulx eared foi ' Ik'thmk 
tlioe, that when wo engage oiii*si Kes in tin* pnvati‘ tskinninniea 
tioiis, all w'lll be lost should the jiarly we look for have the means 
of tiodging us hy ati escape into flu* moi'o opeu rooms, and from 
thence perhaps into the forest.” 

“ My Lord-General," aiisweied l*earson, “ il placing the guards 
on the ]>laces pointed out in this scroll he siift'cieiit, with the 
strictest orders, to sto)», ami, il iieeessarx, to st.ih or shoot, who- 
ever crosses their p«ist, sneh orders are gneii to ni«*ii who will 
not fail to execute them Jf more is necessniy, ^our Excellency 
has only to s[M>ak ” 

“No-no- no, IVarson," said the General, '^tlion linsl done 
well — This inglit over, and let it en<l but as w'e lioj»e, 1h\ leward 
shall not b(‘ awantiiig — And now to liusinesH. — Sir Henry Lee, 
undo me the scci‘ot spiing of yonder picture of your anechtor 
Nay, spare yoiii>elf the trouble and guilt of falsehood or e«iuivo 
euiioti, and, 1 say, uinlo me that spring presently.” 

“When 1 acknowledge you tor iny master, and wear your 
livery, 1 may obey y'our commands,” answered the knight ; “ e\en 
then 1 would nc'cd first to understand thmi ” 

“ Wench,’* said Cromwell, addressing IMiccbc, " go thou undo 
the spring — ^you could do it fast enough wlien you aided at the 
gambols of the demons of Woodstock, and terrified even Mark 
Everard, who, 1 judged, had more sense.” 

“ Oh Lord, sir, what shall I do ?” said Phephe, looking to the 
knight ; “ they know all about it. What shall 1 do i’* 

“ For thy hjfe, hold out to the last, wciicli ! Eveiy minute is 
worth a million.'* 

“ Ua ! heard you that, Pearson !’* said Cromwell to the officer ; 
then, stampmg with hib foot, he added, “ Undo tlie spring, or 1 
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will oIm' uhc Idvors ainl wri'noliiiig-iroiis — Or, Iia' — imollior po- 
tdul ^viTf woll brstimi'd — Call the iMiiiiiiPcr ** 

“ Oh Leril, sii,'* cried Phoibe, “ 1 shall never live another pe- 
ter — J ill o]ien the spniifj ” 

I)t) as thou wilt,” bald Sir Henry ; “ it shall ]»rotit them hut 
little.” 

Whether from real agitation, or from a desire to gam time*, 
Pha'he was some iiimules ere she could get tlic* spring to open ; 
it w'as indeed seciireil with art, and the niaehiiieiy on whicli it 
aeted w'as coneealed in lh«* frame of the portrait. The whole, 
when fastened, apjw'ared quite mutionlesK, and lutrayed, as w’heii 
examined hy (\)lonel Kverard, no exti‘riial mark of its being pos- 
sible to remove it. It was now witlidmwn, however, and showed 
a narrow ri‘eesH, with steps wdueh asei'iidod on one side into the 
thickiiesH of the wall Ooiiiwell was now like a gn*^ hound slip- 
ped from the leash w'lth the prey in full vi»‘W'--“ Up,” he cried, 
“ Pearson, thou art swifter than 1 — Up thou next, corporal." 
With more agility than could have bei-n expected from his per- 
son or \earh, whieli were ]iast th<‘ meiidiHii ol life, and exclaim- 
ing, “ Before, those with the toreh»*si” he followed the party, 
like an eager hiintsinaii in the n>ar of ins hounds, to encourage 
at oiiee and direct them, as the\ ^leiietrutcd into the lab^imth 
debcnbcd b} Dr. Roehcclifle in the “ Wonders of Woodstock.” 


CHAPTER XXXIV. 

Ihe Kinsf, theroforc fi»T liis dcliMicc 
Ai'diiiM tiu* fniiiins Ijuci n. 

At Woodstock Iniildrd 8uch aliourcr, 

As nt>cT jot Hcfii 
MoHt oiirifiiiH]^ that lioHPT built 
Ol Htoiic and timber HtroiiK, 

An hundred <ind hfty donr^ 

J»id to this bower belniii; 

And th<w s<i ciinninKlvcnntiivcd 
With tunuiigs round abi>ut, 

Thtit none but with n clew ot thicad 
Cuuld uiitvi lu or out 

Bdtlad nfFatr Bosamond 

Tin: ti'adition of the country, as w^ell as some historical evi- 
dence, coiifiriiit*d the opinion that there I'xisted, within the old 
Royal Lodge at Woodstock, a lalwiiiith, or connected scries of 
subterranean piissagis, built chieflj by Henry 11., for the secu- 
rity of his mistress, Rosamond CTifftird, from the jealousy of liis 
Queen, tlie celebrated Eleanor. Dr. Rochechffe, indeed, in out* 
of those fits of contradiction with which antiquaries arc some- 
times seized, was bold enough to dispute the .alleged purpose of 
the perplexed maze of rooms and pabsages, w'itli which the w^alls 
of the ancient paUco were perforated ; but the fact was undeni- 
able, that in raising the fabric some Norman architect had exert- 
ed Uie utmost of the complicated art, wliich tliey have often 
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hhown elsowliorc, in orratin" w’cret passagos, and idiainluTB of 
retreat and eonecalinent. 'J'liero \kiTe stairs, ■winch weie d'-ivnd- 
t*d iii(Til\, as It seemed, for the purpose of dcseeiidini; a^siiri- 
]>tissage^, which, after turning and winding for a eonsiderahle 
wa}, returned to the }d:u‘e where Ihe.v ^ef out — there i^eie traji- 
doors and hatchwaxs, panels and ]M}rtculhscs. Although Ohxer 
was assisted hy a s(>rt of ground -])lun, mink* out and iransniitled 
hy -Joseph 'rtmikins, w’liosi former (*in]ilox ment in l>r. Utiehe- 
elilTe’s ftervici* liail made liini fully he(|uainted with the place, it 
was found iinperlocl; ami, niort oxer, the iimst sonoin oliNtaeles 
to then* f*rogi*ess oeeiiried in the sliafie of strong doors, partx- 
w'iillsj and ii*oii giiites — so that tin* party hhind(*retl on in the 
dark, uncertain xvliether they wi*re not going farther froni,ralhi*r 
than a]i])ruiiehiiig, the e\tn*iiiity of the la1>yrinth. Tliex xxere 
obliged to send for niechaincs, with sledgi‘-hiiinnier« ainl other 
irihtninients, to force one or txxo of those doors, wJneli resisted 
all other means of undoing them. Jjahouring along in ihesi* 
duskx' passag(*H, where, from time to time, thej xxen* hke to hr* 
ehokerl hy the dust which tin ir acts ol xiolcncc exciter!, the sol- 
diers were obliged to he reliexerl oftener than onr*r‘, ainl the hulkx 
("orporal Gracc-he-h<*re himself pufferl ainl hh‘xv like a grampus 
that has got into shoal xxater. Ciomxxell almn* cf>ntinued, with 
uiiabatt*d zeal, to push on his ri'searehc** — to eiu*i*iirage tin* sol- 
rliers, hy the evhortatioiiH winch tln*x best imrlerstoorl, against 
fainting for lack of faith — ami to si'cure, hx sentinels at proper 
places, possession <»f the ground winch ihex had already t*\ploretl. 
Ilis aeutu and obserx'iiig exe rlelected, with ii siic*ermg sinili*, the 
cordage and nia«*liinery h> which the hod ol por>i* JJeshorough 
had been iiivcrtr*d, and several remains of tin* xarioiis disguises, 
as well as private modes of access, h> which J)<‘shr>ruugh, lllet- 
son, and llarnson, had been jirexioiisly inijiosed upon. He 
pointed them out to I'earsou, with no farthcT comiiient than was 
iinplierl m the exclamation, “ The Biinple fools 1” 

But Ins assistants began to lose heart and be discouragt*d, ami 
required all his sjiirit hi raise theirs. He then called their at- 
tention to x*oiccb which they seemed to hear before them, ami 
urged these as ovuk*iice that they xx’orr* moving on tho track of 
some enemy of the Coininnnwealth, who, for the execution of 
his inahgnant plots, had retreated into tliesc extraordinary fast- 
nesses. 

The spirits of the men became at last downcast notwithstand- 
ing all this encouragement. They spoke to each other in whis- 
pers, of the devils of Woodstock, wdio might be all the while de- 
coying them forward to a room said to exist in the Palace, where 
the floor revolving on an axis, precijiitated those who entered in- 
to a bottomless abyss, llumgudgeon hinted, that he had con- 
sulted the Scnptiirc that morning by way of lot, and his fortune 
had been to alight on the passage, ^ Eutyclms fell down from the; 
third loft.” The enexgy and autliority of Cromwell, Iiowever, 
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Jind the* refreshmont of Homo food and Rtrong watorp, reconciled 
them to piirsuiiif' their task 

Nevcrtheleps, with all fh( ip unwearied exertions, morninp 
damned on the search before they had reached Dr. Kocheclilfc’s 
Pitting apartment, intf» ^liich, after all, they obtained entrance 
h\ a m»>(le nmch more difficult than that ^\hicli the Doctor liiin- 
self employed Hut licTe tlieir ingenuity was long at fault From 
the miHcellaneoiis articlea that were strewed around, and the ynv- 
parations made for food and lodging, it *iec-nied they had gaiiic'd 
the very citadel of the lahAriiith; hut though ^arlous passages 
opened from it, they all teiiniiiated in places with winch they 
were alread,\ acquainted, or coniniuiiicat(‘d w'lth the other parts 
of the house, w hero their ow ii sentinels assui ed them none had 
papRed. Cioniwell reinainc'd long in dr‘ep uncertainty. Mean- 
time he directed Pearson to take cliurge of the ci])hers, and more 
important papers which lti\ on the tiihle. “ Though there is 
little th<*re,’* he said, that 1 lia\e not already known, hj means 
of Truht\ Tomkins — Honest Jos<‘pli — for an artful and lliorougli- 
paeed agent, the like of thee is not left in Kngland.'’ 

After a eoiisiderahle pause, during which In* sounded with the 
pornnie] of liis sword almost escr\ stone in the hmldiiig, and 
eiery plank on the floor, the CemTal gave orders to bring Ihe 
old knight and Dr. lloehechfle to tlit> spot, trusting that he might 
w ork out of them some explanation ol the secrets of tliih ajiart- 
rnent. 

“ So please your Kxeellency, to let me to deal with iheiii,” 
said Pearson, who was a tnie soldier of fortune, and had been a 
huecaiiier in the West Indies, I think that, by a wliqieord 
fw’itelied tight round tlieir forehead, and twisted about with a 
T>mtol-but, 1 could make either the truth start Iroin their lips, or 
the eyes from their head *' 

Out upon thee, Pearson !” said Cromwell, with ahliorrenee ; 
“we have no warrant for such cruelty, neither as Englishmen 
nor Christians. We may slay malignants as we crush noxious 
animals, hut to torture them is a deadly sin ; fur it is wTittcn, 
* He made them to be pitied of those who carried them cap- 
tive.' Nay, I recall the order even for their examination, trust- 
ing that wisdom will be granted us without it, to discover Uieir 
most secret deA ices,*' 

There was a pause accordingly, during which an idea seized 
upon Cromwell’s imagination — “ Bring me hither,” In* said, 
“ yonder stool and ydacing it beneath one of the w'liidows, ol 
which there were two so high in the wall as not to be accessible 
from the floor, he clambered up into the entrance of the win- 
dow, which w'as six or seven feet deep, corresponding with the 
thickness of the wall. “Come up hither, Pea^'son,’' said the 
General ; “ hut ere thou comest, double tlie guard at the foot of 
the turret called Love's Ladder, and hid them bring up the other 
petard-— So now, come thou hither.” 
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The inferior oflRpor, liovrvor hravp in the field, xvns rmo of 
those whom a preat lieiolit strikes Mith piddineMs and sieknoss. 
lie shnink hack fnmi the \ie\v ol the precijnee, on the veri;e of 
whieh (Voinwell was slandms; with eoinplete indiirtreneo, till the 
General, cateliiut' flm hand of his lollower, pulled him foi-ward 
Jib far as he would ad\anee “ 1 think,” Haul the tleneral, “ 1 
have found the <‘lrw, but by this h^ht it is no eusj one’ See 
you, we stand in the portil n«*ar tlie toji of Rosaniontrs Towei ; 
and Jim turret, wineli rises i>pposile to oiir ieet, is that which m 
railed Lov<‘’h Ladder, from whieli the drawhrul|;e reaohc'd that 
admitted the profligate Norman tyrant to tlu‘ bower of Ins niis- 
tresB.” 

“ True, my lord, but the drawbridge is pone,” said Pearson 
Ay, Pearson,” replied the t General; “hut an aeli\e man 
might sjiring from the spot we stand uj»on to the battlements of 
yonder turret.” 

“ t do not tliink so, my lord,” said Pearson. 

“ What said Cromwell ; “not if the avenger of Mood were 
behind yon, with Ids slaughter-weapon in his hard 

“ The fear of instant death might do mueh,” answered Pear- 
son ; “ hut when I look at that slioer di'pth on tillier side, and 
at the emptj chasm between us and yonder turret, which is, 1 
warrant you, twelve feet distant, 1 contess the truth, notliinp 
short of the most imminent ilaugor should induce me to trj'. 
Pah — ^the thought makes mj head grow giddv 1 — I trcniMe to secs 
your Highness stand there, balancing j’ourself as if jou modi- 
tilted a spring into the empty air. 1 repeat, 1 would scarce stand 
so near the vergi' as does >our Highness, for the rescue of iu\ 
life.” 

“ Ah, base and degenerate spirit said the General ; “ soul 
of mud and rlnj\ wouldst thou not do it, and much more, for tlie 
poRsessum of empire ’ — that is, perad venture,” continued he, 
changing his tone as one w lio has said ton much, “ sliouldst tliou 
be called on to do this, that thereby bceoniing a great man in the 
tnbes of Israel, thou iiiightest redeem the captivity of Jerusalem 
— ay, and it may tie, work some great work for the afflicted people 
of this land * ” 

“ Your Highness may feel such calls,” said the officer ; “ but 
they are not for poor Gilbert Pearson, j'our faithful follower. 
You made a jest of me yesterday, whim 1 tried to speak your 
language ; and 1 am no more able to fulfil your designs, than to 
use jour mode of speech.” 

“ But Pearson,” said Cromwell, thou hast thnee, yea, four 
times, called me your Highness.” 

“ Did I, my lord ! I was not sensible of it. T crave your par- 
don,” said tho officer. 

“ Nay,” said Oliver, " there was no offence. I do indeed stand 
high, and I may perchance stand higher — though, alas, it were 
fitter for a simple soul like me to return to my plough and my 
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husbandry. Novortliolcss, I will not wrestle af^ainst the Su- 
premo will, shuiild I be called on to *lo j’et more in that worthy 
cause. For Hiurt'ly be who bath beou to our British Israel as a 
shield of hel|», and a sword of cxeelleiicy, makuif; her onennes be 
tound liars unto her, will luit ^ive over the tlock to those ftKihsh 
shepherds of Westminster, who shear the nheep and feed them 
not, and who an* iii very deeil hindiii^s, not shepherds/’ 

T tnist to see your lordship cjiioit th(‘m all down stairs,” an- 
swered Vearsoii. “ But may I ask wli^ wo )>iirsue this diseoiu'se 
even now', until w(» liavo secured the common enemy * ” 

“ 1 w'ill tarry no jot of time,” — sanl the (loneral ; “ feiiei* the 
communication (»f Love’s Ladder, as it is called, below, as 1 take 
it for almost certain, that the pai*ty whom wi* have driven from 
fastness to fastness ilunn^ the night, has at length s]>rung to the 
top of yonder hattleiiieiits from the place where we now' -taiid. 
Finilmg the tumt is guarded b(‘low, the plaee he has cliost*!! lor 
his security will prove a rat-trap, from w hence there is no rti- 
turning.” 

“ There is a cask of gunpowder in this cahinet,” said Pearson ; 
“ w'erc* it not belter, my bird, to mine tho tt>wi*r, if he will not 
render himself, and send the whole turret with its conti'iils one 
Imndred fet‘t into the air ? ** 

“ Ah, silly man,'* said Cromw'ell, striking liim familiarly on tho 
shoulder ; ** if thou hadst done this without telling me, it had 
been good service. But we will first summon the turret, and 
then think whether the jK'tard will servo our turn.— it is but 
inimiig at last. — Blow a summons there, down below.” 

The trumpets rang at his bidding, till the old walls echoed 
from every recebs and vaulted archway. Cromwell, as if he 
eared not to look upon the person whom he expected to appear, 
drew back, like a uecromaiicor afraid of the bpectre which he has 
evoked. 

“ He has come to the haltlemont,” said l*carHon to Ins Gi'iieral. 

“ 111 w'liat dress or appearance ? ” answered Cromwell from 
within the cliamher. 

** A grey ridmg-snit, passmented with silver, nisaet walking- 
boots, a cut baud, a grey hat and plume, black hair ” 

" It IS he, it is ho ! ” said Oomwrell ; and another crowning 
mercy is vouchsafed 1 *’ 

Meantime, i’earson and young Leo excliaiigod dofiuiico from 
their respective posts. 

“ Surrender,” said tlie former, “ or we blow you up in your 
fastness.” 

I am come of too high a race to surronder to rebels,” said 
Albert, assuming the air with which, in such a condition, a king 
might have spoken. 

" 1 bear you to witness,” cried Cromwell, cxultingly,“he hath 
refused quarter. Of a surety, his blood be on his head. — One of 
you bring down the barrel of powder. As he loves to soar high, 
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w** will atld what ran bo tahoii from tlio sohhors' haiidolli rs — 
(^oino with iiio, l*oiirsoii ; thoii miilorst.iiiih'^t this I'oar — C’DrjKi- 
ral (iraoo-ho-lioro, ht.iinl tlum fa^'t mi tlio platform of tlio wiiulow' 
whoiv ('apt.ini Pearson ainl I stood hiil o\oii now, and Ik iid the 
point of th\ partisan ai^ainst an\ who shall attoinpt to^iass Thou 
art a*! stron*' as a hull » and 1 w ill hai k thoo acjainst despair itself 
But,” Wild tin* eorpoial, inountiiit' it hi<‘taiith, the plaee is 
as the pinnaele of tin* Teiiijile; ainLil is writleii, that J'jiit\elius 
fell down frtnn the third hdt ainl was taktui up flea*l.” 

“ Beeaiise lie sle]>t uptm Ins post,"' aiiswert'd (Vmnwell readily. 
“Beware thou of ran Jessiiess, and thin thy feet shall he kept 
from htumhliiiiT. — Yon four soldit'rs, reniuiii here to support the 
eorporal, if it he iioei'ssar\ ; ainl yon, as well as the cor] toral, will 
draw into the vaulted jiassaj't* tlie minute tin tninijM-ts souml a 
retreat. It is as siroin^ as a easmiiati*, and \oii nla^ li<* there safe 
from the effeets of the mine. Thou, Zt*nil>hahel Bohins, J know' 
wilt be their lance-jirisade.” * 

llohiiis bowed, and the (h*neral ileparted to join those who 
were without. 

As he reached the door of the Iiall, tin* pidard was heard to 
explode, and he saw that it had succeeded ; f<»r the siddiei’s 
rushed, hrainlisliiii" their swords and pistols, in at the postern 
of the turret, whose ^;ate had be<*n successfully foreed. A llinll 
of exultation, but not uumiiij^led with honor, ‘‘hot across the 
M'iiiH of tJio amhitioiis aoldier. 

“ Now' — now • ” he cried , “ they aie dealiiiu; with him 1 

His exp(>ctatioim won* di*c«*ived Pear-son and the oHutk re- 
turned disnppoiLit<‘(l, and reported thev had hceii stopt h\ a 
strong trap-door of ;frafed iron, cxtendeil over llie naiTow stair ; 
and they could see there was an oKstacle of the saint* kiinl soiiii* 
ten feet hicflier To reintive it bj Ittne, while a ilesperate and 
well-arraetl man bad the ad\ani.ti;e «>f tin* stej>s al>o\o them, 
might cost manj b\es, “ Wlncli, lack-a-day,” said the (Jeneral, 

it is our duty to be tender of. What dost thou advise, llilbeit 
Pearson ? ” 

“ We must use pow'der, m\ lord,” answ'ered I’oarRon,w’ho saw 
his master was too modest to ivserve to himself tlie whole merit 
of the proceeding-— “ There ma\ he a chamber easily and eon- 
venientlj formed under the foot of the stair. We have a sausage, 
by good luck, to form the tram- - and so ” 

" Ah ! ” said Cromw'ell, “ 1 know thou canst manage such 
gear w'ell — But, (Gilbert, 1 go to \isit the posts, and gi\(* them 
orders to r(*tire to a safe distance when the retreat is sounded, 
’^''ou will allow them hve mmiites for this jmrpose.” 

“ Three is enough for any knave of them all,” said I’earson. 

They will be indeed, that require more «)n such a &i*rvice. 
— 1 ask but one, though I fire the train mj self.” 

* “Lnnce-priBade/’ or “ laDcc-bnaade/* a private appointed to a email com- 
mand— a Bort of temporary corporal. 
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Take* liopil," tiiid Cromvfcoll, ** that the poor soul he listened 
to, if he asks quarter. It iiia\ he, lu‘ may repent liiiii of his 
hartl-heartedness, and rail for mercy.'’ 

And niere\ he sliall have” — anaiivored Pearson, provided 
he calls loud eiioiit;h to nuiki* mo hear him ; tor tin' explosion of 
that dninni'd petanl has iiiatle mo slu deaf as the devil's dam.'* 

Hush, (irilhert, hush !” said Cromwell ; “jou ofh'iul in \our 
lanKUAp:''.'’ 

“ Zooks, sir, I must speak either in your way, or in m> own,” 
said Pearson, uiiloRs I am to lie dumb as w’oll as deaf ' — Away 
with >ou, ni\ lord, to visit the posts ; and jou will presently hear 
me make soiin* noise m the world.” 

Cromwell nniiled gently at Ins aide-de-camp's petulance, patted 
him on tlie shoulder, and called him a mad fellow, walked a little 
w'ay, tlu'ii turncil back to w-hisjier, ‘‘ What thou dost, do ijuickly 
then returned a;;aiii towar»ls the outer circh' of guards, tiirninp; 
his head from time to time, as if to assure himself that the cor- 
poral, to whom lie had intrusted the duty, still kept ;;uard wnth 
ins advanced weapon u]Mm tin* terrific chasm between Kosamund s 
Tower and the eorrespondmer turret. Seeinji him standinf; on 
hifl post, the (leneral muttered between his mustaches, Tlie 
fellow iiath the atreii^th and courage of a bt'ar; and sunder is 
a post whore one shall do inorc^ to keep back than an hundred in 
making way.” He cant a last look on the gigantic figure, who 
stood 111 that airy pasition, like some Gothic statue, the weapon 
half levelled against the op[>o 8 ite turrf't, with the but rested 
against his right loot, his sWel cap and biirnislicd cor,det glitter- 
ing in the rising sun. 

Cromwell then passed on to give the necessary orders, that 
such sentinels as might bo endangered at their present pobts by 
the effect of the mine, should withdraw at the sound of the trum- 
pet to the places which he pointed out to them. Never, on any 
occasion of his life, did he display more calmness and presence 
of mind. He w^as kind, nay , facetious with the soldiers, who 
adored him ; and yet he resembled a t^lcano before the eruption 
commences — all ]ieacufu] and quiet without, while an hundred 
contradictory iiassions were raging in his bosom. 

Corporal Humgudgeon, meanwhile, remained steady upon his 
post ; yet, though as determineil a soldier as ever fought among 
the redoubted regiment of Tronsides, and possessed of no small 
share of that exalted fanaticism which lent so keen an edge to 
the natural coui'sge of those stern religionists, the veteran felt 
his present situation to be highly uncomfortable. W itiiin a pike’s 
length of him arose a turret, which was about to be dispersed 
in massive fragments through the air ; and he felt small confi- 
dence in the length of time which might bo allowed for his 
escape from such a dangerous vicinity. The duty of constant 
vigilance upon his post, was partly divided by this natural feel- 
ing, which induced him from time to time to bend his eyes on 
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the miners below, iii.'»tea(l of kei*|un;» tlnMii riveted on the o]>{)(isit<‘ 
turret. 

At lenjfth the intere-t i>f the »-eeiie arose to tlie uttermost 
Aftt'r entering aiul reluniiii^ from the turret, and cwinini; uut 
ai^ain iiiort'tlian once, in tlu course ol about twent;^ minuteh I*i ar- 
son issued, as it inn;Iit be suppostd, for llie last tunc, eurrjmi^ jii 
his li.itid, and iincoiiiiiir, as iio -wi‘iit aloii^, the sausage, or linon 
bap, (.so called IroMi its aiipearanei ,) wbieb, slronpU scMcdto- 
petiier, and erainiiu'd witli ptinpowder, was to sei\e us a train 
betwixt the inino to be sprung., and the point oocnpied b^ the en- 
gineer who was to give file. lie was m Ibe aet ot iiiiallv ad]iix.t- 
ing It, wlien the attention of the corporal on the tower beeanu' 
irresistibh and exi hisixely iivf'ted upoji the preparations ior the 
explosion. Tint while be watdied tin* anle-de-eainp drawing his 
pistol to give hre, and the tnimpeter baiidhng Ins instnniioiit, as 
wraiting the order to sound the retreat, fate rushed on the iiiihappx 
seiihin*) in a wa.\ he least expected. 

Young, acti\e, hold, and comjdetely possessed of Ins pro.seiiei 
of Tiiiiid, Albert Lee, who had h<*en tioni the loophole's a watch- 
ful observer ot e\erv measure which had been taken h> his In 
siegers, liad resolved to make oin* dc'sperale effort for self-prr- 
servation. While the* h<‘ad of the sentiind on the oppr»site 
platfoi*!!! w'as turned from him, and bent rather downwards, he 
ftuddezih spiung across the chasm, thinigh the spai'c on which In 
lighted was scarce wide enough for two persons, threw' the sui 
prised soldier from Ins precarious stand, and juiiip(‘d hiiiiself <]own 
into the eliamher. The gigantic trooper went sheer down twentv 
feet, struck against a projecting battlement, winch launched the 
wretched man outwards, and then fell on the earth w'lth surh 
tremendous force, that the head, which first tom lied tlic ground, 
dinted a hob in the soil of six inehes in depth, and was crushed 
like an eggshell. Scarce know mg what liad liajipeiicd, yet startled 
and confounded at tlie descent of tins hcav\ bod^, which fell at 
no groat distance from him, Peaison sna])! his pistol at the tram, 
no previous warning gi>en; the pow'dir caught, and tlie min** 
exploded. Had it been strongly charged with powder, many of 
those without might have suffeied ; hut the explosion was only 
powerful enough to blow out, m a lateral direction, a part of tli<* 
wall just above the foundation, sufficient, however, to destroy the 
equipoise of the building. Then amid a cloud of smoke, which 
began gradually to encircle the turret like a shroud, arising slowlj 
from its ha.se to its summit, it was seen to stagger and shake^ 
by all who had courage to look steadily at a sight so dreadful. 
Slowly, at first, the building inclined outw'ards, then rushed pre- 
cipitately to its base, and iell to the ground in huge fragments, 
the strength of its resistance showing the excellence of the 
mason-work. The engineer, so soon as he had firf*d the train, 
fled in sueh alarm, that he wellnigh ran against his General, who 
was advancing towards him, wlule a huge stone from the summit 
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of tho TjuJdiii;;, fl a ing farthor than tho rri^t, lighted AAitliiii a yard 
«d' them. 

“ Tlidu hast hcon over hasty, IVarsnn," said Cromwell, with 
tho gn*atest orunjuisuro poshildo — “ liath no one fallen m th*it 
same tower of Siloe ?” 

“ Some one fell,” said I*earsoii, still in great agitation, “ and 
yondi'r lies his ho(l\ half-hiiried in the ruhlii'^h ” 

With a quiek and resolute ht(‘ji Cromwell appronehed tin* Hjiot, 
and exclaimed, “ Jk'arson, thou hast iiuiied me —the \oiing Alan 
hath esoajied -- This is our own M<*ntiiiel — plague on the idiot ' 
Let him rot beneath the rums which erushiMl liim 

A ery now n.>soiinded from the platfoiiii <»f Ros^iinoiurs Tow-er, 
which appeared yet taller than lormi'r]*, deprived ol tin* iieigh- 
houring turret, which emulated, though it did not attain to its 
lieiglit,— A prisoner, nohle (Teiieral — a prisoin i —tin* fox whom 
we liave chased all night is now m the snan — tho Lord hath de- 
hvi‘ri*d him into the hand of ins wrv'ants ” 

“ Look you keep him in 5»afc custody,” (*\e]aiinr‘d Cromwell, 
‘-and bring him pri'seiitly dowm to the apartment from which the 
secret passage's have tlnsr pnin'ipal eiitr.iiice.’* 

“ Your KxceUeucy shall he obeyed,” 

The procei'diiigH of Albert Lee, to which these exclamations 
related, had been unfortunate. He had dashed from the platform, 
as we have related, Die gigantic stivngth of the soblnT op])osi*d 
to him, and had instantly juni])ed down into liochechfre\ ohain- 
her. Ihit the soldnTS stationed there threw tlieinselvc's upon him, 
and after a struggle, which was hopelt'ssly maintained against 
sueh advantage of numbers, had tlirown the ^onng eavaluT to the 
ground, tw^o of them, drawn down by his strenuous exertions, fall- 
ing across him. At tho same moment a sharp and severe report 
was heard, w hieh, like a clap of thuinler in the immediate vieiiiity, 
shook all around them, till the strong and solid tower t4)ttored like 
the mast of a stately veswd when about to part by the board. Jii 
a few seconds, this was followed by another sullen sound, at first 
low and deep, hut augmeiitiug like the loar of a cataract, as it 
ileseends, ri'eling, bellowing, and rushing, as if to astound both 
lieav'cii aii<i earth. »So awful, indeed, was the sound of the neigh- 
bour Urntr as it fell, that both the captiv e, and thobo who struggled 
with him, continued for a minute or two passive in each other’s 
grasp. 

Albert was the first who recovered consciousness and activity, 
Uc shook off thobo who lay above him, and made a desperate 
effort to gain his feet, in which he parUy succeeded. But as he 
had to deal with men accustomed to every species of danger, and 
whose energies were recovered nearly as stion as his own, he was 
completely secured, and lus arms held down. Loyal and faithful 
to hiB trust, and resolved to sustain to the last the character which 
he had assumed, he exclaimed, as his struggles were finally over- 
powered, " Rebel villains I would you slay your king 1” 
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‘‘ Ha, hoanl \»m that *” mod one of tlio Roldiorh to tlir jjanoo- 
pri'^ado, ^vlio ooiimiandod the part\ . “ Miall 1 not wtriko this sou 

ol a wii k<Ml fatla'i* iiiidor thctitth rib,o%on iis tlie tj rant of Moub 
hiniltoii 1»\ Khiid ^\lth a dajjiror of a oidut's loii^'tli 
Hut Kobiim ans\\rrf»I, - Ho it far from iis, StrioKal- 

tlirov%, to 'il.iv in ool<l blood tho ciqdivo of our bow and of our 
sprur. Motliinks, sinoc tho htoiiii of Trodapli* we ha>o shod 
oiioiioli of blood — tlior« fore, on \onr lives do linn no evil ; but 
take iioin him liis ciriiis, and lei us briiif;; bnn botore thi‘ elio'^i'u 
In^triiini nl, ov<‘n our Honoral, that he may do with hiin what l^ 
iiiei't in his ejtes/’ 

this tiiiio tho soldier, wliose exaltation had made linn tho 
first to eoininunieato the intollisjonce from the batt)eineiit.s to 
Cromwell, retuiiied, and biuught eoinniands coiTespuiidiii^ to Ihe 
oiderh of their temporary othcer ; and Albert Leo, diKarined and 
bound, was ooiidnoti d as j, c :ipti>o intfi the apartment whieli do 
nvi'd its name Iroin the Metoiies oi hiM anei‘stor, and pUeed in 
the ])it‘heiiee of (ireiicial (Voniwell, 

Jtmmmg o\er in his mind the tune whioli had elafisod siiioe the 
departure of Chai I OS till the sie^e, if it ma\ be teiined so, hail 
turiiiiiiate<l in his owrn eaptiire, Albert had e^erv feaMUi to hi^pe 
that liiH Ko^al Master must have had time to aocomplish his 
esoape Vet lie detcriinni'd to maintain to the laut a di^ceit whndi 
mi^lit for a tune iiibure the King's saletj . The differenee betw'ixt 
fhtun euuld not, lie thought, be instantly diseo>ered, b<>grimined 
as lie was with dust and smoke, anil with blood issuing from some 
hcratclioh rceen ed in the seutHe. 

In tins evil phglit, but bearing hinistdf w’itli such dignity as was 
adapted to the pniieeljr eharaeter, Albert was u^lieii'd into the 
apartment of Vietor Lee, wh«‘ie, in Ins lather's ow’ii chair, reclined 
the triiimpliant eneTii\ of the cause to which the house ol Lee hud 
been hereditarily faith iul. 


CHAPTER XXXV. 

A harron title ha>«t thou f>niight too dear, 

Wlij did^t tluiu ttll iiu* tliat llmu wi-rl a kinp* 

Ihnnj Zr, Part L 

Oliver Cromwell arose from Ins seat as the two veteran sol- 
diers, Zerubhabel Kfibiii.saiid Merciful Strickalthrow, introduced 
into the apartment tlie prisoiier, whom they lield by tiic arms, 
and fixed his stern haztd e\e on Albert long before he could give 
vent to the ideas which were bwellmg m his bosom. Exultation 
was the most predominant. 

“ Art not thou,” he at length said, “ that Egyptian which, before 
these days, madcst an uproar, and leddest out into the wiLdemcaa 

* Tredagh, or Drogheda, taken by Cromwell in 1649, by ttorm, and the 
ROTcrnuT and whole garrison pat to the sword 
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ii»aiiy tlioimancl inon, '\%orc numlorors « — Ila, youth, T hiixc 
hunted tlioe from Siirlinj; to Worcester, from Worccitcr to Woo«i- 
stock, and mc lia\<* met at last !’* 

“ I replied Albert, speakinc; in the oharactor which he 

liad assunu'd, “ that we had met when- 1 could have shown thee 
tln‘ diflerence betwixt a rightful King and an .imbitiuiis Usiir- 
jier ! ” 

Go t<», voiiiig man," s.ud (Vomwell ; “ say ralh(*r the ddfereiice 
between a judgi‘ raised up fur the redemption of England, and the 
him of those Kings whom tin* Lind in his auger jicniiilteil t«) reign 
o\ <*r her. But wi* w dl not waste ustde'is Wiii ds. God knows that 
it IS not of i»ur will that we are called to such liigli matters, being 
as Iminhlt' in our llioiighti as we are of oui\sel\eh ; and in our 
unassisted nature fiail and fooliili , and iinahh* to render a r<*ason 
but tor tin- lietti-r sjnrit within us, which is not iif us. — Thou art 
wiar\, _\oung man, and ihv natuie re<|inies rest and refection, 
being doubtless dealt with delieati-lv, ,'us one who hath fed on the 
fat, and ilrniik i»f the swi-i-t, and who hath hoen ch^thed lu purjde 
and fine linen.''’ 

Hen- the (Jein-ral suddenly stopt, and then ahrnptlj <‘vclaiined 
— “ Hut IS this — Ah ! wlniiii Iia^e we here ^ Thesi- are not tlie 
locks of the swarthy lad Charles Stew'art '--A cheat ! a cheat 

Albert iustil) cast his e)es on a minor which stimd in the 
room, ami perceived that a ilark peruke, found among Dr. Roeln- 
cldfi-'s niistt llaneous waidrolx-, Jiad bei n disonlered in the seuffle 
with the siddiery,aud that lus ov\n light-brown hair Was escaping 
from bi-ncath it. 

“ Who is this C' b.*iid Cromwell, stamping with fury— I’luck 
the disguise from him.” 

The stildiersdid so ; and bringing him at the same time towards 
the light, the deception cimld iiot be inaintaim*d for a inoinent 
longer with any possihihh\ of success. Cromw'cll came uj> to him 
w'ltli his teeth set, and gi Hiding against each other as he sjioke, 
lus hands clenched, and trcnihling w ith ciiiotnm, and speaking 
witii a voice luw-pitclied, bitterly and dei-pl^ emphatic, such as 
might have preceded a stab wiUi his dagger. 

“ mime, jouiig man 

He was answered cahiiU and firmU, w'hile the eoimtcnanec of 
the tpeaker wore a cast oi triiiniph, ami even contcMiijit. 

“ Albert Lee of Ditchlcy, a faithful subject of King Charles.” 

** I might have guessed it," said Ci*imiwill. — A\, and to King 
Charles slialt thou gi, as h(«in as it is noon on the dial. — Pear- 
son,” he continued, « let him be carried to llic otliera ; and let 
them be executed at twelve exacth.” 

“All, sir*” said Pearson, surprised ; for Cromwell, though he 
at tunes made formidable examples, was, in general, by no means 
sanguinary. 

**Ali *' — repeated Cromwell, fixing his eye on young Lee. 

** Yes, young sir, your conduct lus devoted to death thy father. 
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tliy kinsman, and tbc stranger that was in thine houscdiold. Such 
wreck liaht thou brought on tliy lathcr\ liou&t*.*’ 

“ My father, too — ^my aged father !” said Albert, looking uji- 
Mai'd, and endeavouring to raise hm hands in the same directiuii, 
w Inch was prevented by his bonds. Tlie Lord’s w ill bi* done ' ” 

“ All this havoc can Ik? saved, if,” said the Geiural, “ tliciii wilt 
answer one question — Wlicrc is ihe young Cliark'S Stewart, who 
was called Ling of Scotland 

“ Under Heaven’s protection, and safa from thy power,” was 
the firm and unhesitating answer of tho young royalist. 

“■ Away with him to ])rison !” said Cwimw-ell ; “ and from them c 
to execution w'ltli the rest of them, as malignants taken in the fact 
L(*t a court-martial sit on them presently.” 

"‘One woid,” said }ouiig Lt»e, as the\ led him from the room 

“ Stop, stop,” said Cromwell, witli the agitation of renew et I 
hope — ^“let him be heard ” 

You lo’vo texts of Scripture,” said Albert — “ Let this be tin* 
Milqect of your next homily — ^ Had Zimri peace, wlu» slew his 
master ” 

‘‘ Away with him,” said the Geuei’ul ; “ let him die the death 
— 1 ha^ve said it.” 

Ab Cromwell spoke those words, his aide-de-camp obser\'ed 
(liut he became unwontedly {>ale. 

“ Y’our Excellency is overtoiled iii Iho public service,” sai«l 
iVarson ; '‘a course of the stag in the ovening will refresh 3 on 
The old knight hath a noble hound here, li we can but get him 
to hunt wjt 1 i(»iit his master, which may be hiu'd, as he is tauhtul, 
and*' 

“ Hang him up said Cromwell. 

“ What — whtiin — hang tho noble dog I Y(»ui Excellency wah 
wont to love a good hound ?” 

“ It matters not,” said Cromwell ; “ let him be killed. Is it 
not written, that the 3 '’ slew in tho valley of Aclior, not onl}* the 
accursed Achan, with his sons and Ins daughters, Imt also ins 
oxen and his asses, and his slice]), and every live thing belonging 
unto him 1 And even tlius sliall we do to tlie malignant family 
of Lee, who have aided Sisera in his flight, when Israel might 
hav e been delivered of his trouble for ever. But send out couners 
and patrols — Follow, pursue, watch in every direction — Let my 
horse be ready at tlie door in five minutes, or bring me the first 
thou const find.” 

It seemed to Pearson that this was something wildly spoken, 
and that the cold perspiration was standing upon the Geiicral’h 
brow as he said it Ho therefore again pressed the necessity of 
repose, and it would appear that nature seconded strongly the 
ropresentation; Cromwell arose, and made a step or two towards 
the door of the apartment ; Imt stopped, staggered, and, after a 
pause, sate down in a chair. ^ Truly, friend Pearson,” he said, 
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this weary carcass of ours is an impediment to us^ even in our 
most necessary bubiiiess, and J am fitmr to sleep than to uatch, 
which is not my wont. Place guards, therefore, till we repose 
ourselves for an hour or two. Send out in every direction, and 
spare not fur horses’ flesh. Wake me if the court-martial should 
require instruction, and forget not to see the sentence punctually 
executed on the Lees, and those who were arrested with them.” 

As Cromwell spoke thus, he arose and lialf-opened a bedroom 
door, when Pearson again craved pardon for asking if he had 
rightly understood lus Excellency, that all the prisoners were to 
bo executed. 

Have I not said it^” answ^ered Cromwell, displeasedly. << Js 
It because thou art a man of blood, and hast ever been, that thou 
dost affect these scruples to show thyself tenderhearted at my 
expense ? 1 toll thee, that if there lack one in the full tale of 

execution, thine own life shall pay the forfeit.” 

So saying, ho entered the apartment, followed by the groom 
of his chamber, w ho attended upon Pearson's summons. 

When his General had retired, Pearson remained in great 
]icrplexity what he ought to do ; and that from no scruples of 
conscience, but from uncertainty whether ho might not err cither 
in postponing, or m too hastily and too literally executing, the 
instructions lie liad received. 

In the meantime, Strickalthrow and Robins had returned, after 
lodging Albert in prison, to the room where Pearson was still 
musing on liis General’s commands. Both these men were ad- 
jutators in their army, and old soldiers, whom Cromwell was ac- 
customed to treat with great familiaritv ; so that Robins had no 
hesitation to ask Captain Pearson, " Whether he meant to exe- 
cute tlie commands of the General, even to the letter 1” 

I’earson shook his head with an air of doubt, but added, 
“ There was no choice left.” 

“ Be assured,” said the old man, that if thou dost this folly, 
thou wilt cause Israel to sin, and that the General will not be 
pleased with your service. Thou knowest, and none better than 
thou, that Oliver, idthoughhe ho like unto Da\id the son of Jesse, 
in faith, and wisdom, and courage, yet there are times when the 
evil spirit cometh upon him as it did upon Saul, and he uttcretli 
commands which he will not thank any one for executing.” 

Pearson was too good a politician to assent directly to a pro- 
position which he could not deny — he only shook his head once 
more, and said that it w'as easy for tliuse to talk w'ho were not 
responsible, but the soldier’s duty was to oliey his orders, and nut 
to judge of them. 

Very righteous truth,” said Merciful Strickalthrow, a grim 
old Scotchman ; ** I marvel where our brotlier Zerubbabel caught 
up this softness of heart!” 

Why, 1 do but wish|^’ said Zerubbabel, that four or five 
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huiniiTi CTcatureR may <lraw the breath of God's air for a few 
hours more ; then* can Ik* small harm done by delavin" the exe- 
cution,- -and the (jeneral will have some time for reflection/' 

“ Ay,” said Captain l*cai'son, “ but I in my service must be 
more pointedly ohs«*quious, than thou in thy plainness art bound 
tt> l>e, friend Zeruhbahcl “ 

“ Then shall the coarse frieze caHsock of the private soldier 
lielp the f^oldeii fraberdme c»f the ci^itaiii to bear out the blast,” 
said Zenilihabcl. “ Ay, indccKl, I can show you warrant why we 
he aidfiil to each other m doing acts of kindness and long-suffering, 
seeing the best oi us are poor sinful creatures, who might suffer, 
being called to a brief aeeoiinting.” 

“ Of a verity yon surprise me, lii*o1her Zerubbabol,” said Stnek- 
althrow ; “ that thou, being an old and experienced soldier, whose 
lw*ad liath grow'ii grey m battle, shouliKt give such advice to a 
young officer Is not the Oenerars coiniinshion to take away the 
w irked Iroin the land, and to root out the Amalekite, and the 
Jebiisite, and the IVuizzite, and the Hittiti*, and the (iirgasliite, 
and tin* Amorite ? and are not these men justly to be compared 
to the five kings, who took shelter in the rave of Mak{*dah, who 
w'ere delivered into the hiinds of Joshua the son of. Nun 1 and he 
caused his captains and his soldieiis to come near and treuil on 
tin 11 * necks — and then he smote them, and he slew’ them, and 
then he hanged them on five trees, even till evening — And thou, 
Gilbert Pearson hy name, Ik* not withlield from the duty which 
is appointed totlioo, but do even as has been commanded hy him 
w'ho IS raised up to judge and to di hv^er Israel ; for it is written, 
* cursed is he who holdetli bark Ins sw'ord from the slaughter.* ” 

Thus wrangled the two military theologians, wliile Pearson, 
much more solicitous to anticipate the wishes cj’ ()li\er than to 
know the will of Heaven, listetied to them with gn*at indecision 
and perplexity. 


CHAPTER XXXVI. 


But let UB now, like noldirr^ on thr watch. 

Put the Hoiil’s .irmnuT on, alike jirepared 
For all a Boldicr’s naTfd.rc brings 

JoA.VNA Bmllir. 

The reader will roeolloet, th.st when Rocheeliffe and Joceline 
were made prisoners, the party winch escorted them had two 
other captives in tlicir tram, Colonel Everard, namely, and the 
Rev. Nehemiah Holdciioiigh. When Cromwell had obtainefl en- 
trance into Woodstock, and commenced his search after the fugi- 
tive Prince, the prisoners were placed in what had been an old 
guardroom, and w^hich was by' its strength well calculated to serve 
for a prison, and a guard was placed over them by Pearson. No 
light was allowed, save that of a glimmering fire of cliarcsDal. 

VOL. XXI. 2 c 
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The prisoncFR rpinainod Rcparaterl from eaeh other. Colonel Eve- 
ranl conversiiiir ^\lth Nelieniiah Hold* nnii'jh, at a distauri' from 
Dr. llochoclifle. Sir lleiirv Lee, and doeiliiK. The ]iaitv Ma** 
toon after auf^meiited hy Wildrake, who was brought down to 
the Lodge, and thrust in w'ltli ho little eeremuny, that, his arms 
being bound, he had very nearly fallen on hiH nost* in tlie middle 
oi the priRoii. 

" I thank \on, my good fnend,” he said, looking baek to the 
door, which they who had }iushc<l him in wen* heciiring— 
de ceiemomv — ^iio apology for tiinibliiig, so we light in good com- 
pany. — Save je. Have >e, gentlemen all— What, d ia /wo?/, and 
nothing Htirnng to kee]i the spirits up, and maki* a night on’t f — 
the last we shall liave, I taki* it ; for a make to a million, but 
we trine to the iiuhhing cheat + to-nnirrow. — Vatron — mihle pa- 
fion, how goes it 1 This was hiit a scurvy trick of Noll, so far as 
you were concerned : as for me, why I might have deserved 
bumething of the kind at liis liand." 

“Prithee, Wildrake, sit down,'* said E\erard; “ thou art 
drunk — disturb us not.** 

“ Drunk ^ I drunk ?’* cried W'lldrake, I ha\e been splicing 
the mam-hrace, as Jack says at Wa])ping — have been tasting 
Noll's brandy m a biimpcT to tlie King's lieallh, and another to 
his Excellence's coiifiisioii, and auotli(*r to the d n of Parlia- 

ment — and It may ho one <?r two more, but all to dovilish good 
toasts. Put I'm not drunk.** 

“ Prithee, friend, ho not prolaiie,'* said Neheniiah Hold- 
enniigh. 

“ What, my little Presbyterian Parson, my slender Mass- 
John f thou shalt say amen to tins world instantly *' — said Wild- 
rake ; “ I have had a weary time in’t for one. — 11a, noble Sir 
Henry, J kiss your hand — 1 tell thee, knight, the ]>oiiit of my 
Toledo was near Cromwell's lieart last night, as ever a button on 
the breast of his doublet. Hat him, lie wears secret armour — 
lie a soldier ! Had it not been for a cursed steel shirt, I would 
have spitted him like a lark. — Ha, Doctor liochecUile thou 
hnowest J can wield my weapon." 

“ Yes,** replied the Doctor, “ and you know I can use mine ** 

“ 1 prithee be quiet. Master Wildrake,’* said Sir Henry. 

“ Nay, good knight," answered Wildrake, “ be somewhat more 
cordial with a comrade in distress. Tins is a different scene from 
the Brentford storming-party. The jade Fortune has been a 
very step-mother to me. 1 will sing you a song I made on my 
own ill-luck.** 

“ At this moment. Captain Wildrake, we are not in a fitting 
mood for singing,*’ said Sir Henry, civilly and gravely. 

“ Nay, it will aid your devotions — Egad, it sounds like a peni- 
tential psalm. 


* A half-penny. 


t Hang on the gallowe 
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“ WhcTi I y^.\^ a \c,iiT)p Kirt, 
furliino \\tiit bad 
If ire 1 iju Mvll *tiHa uoiidor 
1 «>])Gnt all iny mcanh 
Amid Rliar]itrH and quGnii^ ; 
llicn 1 f;tJt .1 roinniiwdii tu idiindcr 
J li.iM* htu( kiriKH, li8 true, 

Ibil till df.^il a Hhoe, 

1 am foroeil to boots in fill vrtalbrr 
Jic ll- -d tilt flOOt BOltf, 

Curse on tin spur roll,' 

Confounded be ttii upptr leather " * 

Tlie door opened as WddraUe finished tins stanza at tin* Ifip of 
Ills voice, and in rushed a sentinel, who, j;reetiiig him h\ the 
title of a blasphemous bellow bull of Bashan,'’ bestowed a 
severe blow, with his ramrod, on tbo sboiihlerH of the sonystr r, 
whose bonds permitted him no means of rt'turniiig the ouiiipb> 
inent. 

“ Your humide fiorvant again, sir," said Wildrake, shrugging 
his shoulders, — sorry I lia\c no mt'ans of showing in\ grati- 
tude. 1 am humid over to keep the peace, like Captain Bohadil 
— iJa, knight, did you hear my hones (‘latter f that blow came 
twaiikiiigly off — the fellow might inflict the bastinado, were it m 
presence of the Grand {Seignior- — lie has no taste for music, 
knight — is no way moved by tlic ‘ concord of sweet sounds.* 1 
will warrant him fit for treason, stratagem, and spoil— Eh ? — all 
down in the mouth — well — I'll go to sleep to-mglit on a bench, 
as Tve done many a night, and 1 will he ready to be hang* d 
decently iii the iiiormng, which ne\(‘r happened to me before in 
all iny life — 

When I W1A a '\ouiig lad 
M> furtune w.i« bad— 

Pshaw ! This is not the tunc it goes to ” He rc he fell far,t asleep 
and sooner or later all lus companions in misfortune followed his 
example. 

The benches intended for the repose of the soldiers of the 
guard, afforded the prisoners convenience enough to he down, 
though their slumbers, it may be believed, were neither sound nor 
undisturbed. But when daylight was but a little while broken, 
the explosion of gunpowder which took place, and the Hiihsequerii 
fall of the turret to which the mine was applied, would have 
awakened the Seven Sleepei's, or Morpheus liiuiself. The smoke, 
penetrating through the windows, left tliein at no loss for the 
cause of the din. 

“ There went my gunpowder,'* said Bochecliffc, “ which lias, I 
trust, blown up as many rebel villains as it might have been the 
means of destroying otherwise in a fair field. It must have 
caught fire by ehance.” 

* Such a Bong, or Bomething very like it, may be found in Raromv'HTea table 
MiBcellany, among the wild Mips ol minstrolBy which dire there collected. 
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" Bj chancp ^ — N*!),” F<aifl Sir Iloiipy ; depend on jt, in\ bold 
Albert has tired the train, and that in ponder blast Cronin oil 
was flying towards the heaven whoRe battlements he will iie\er 
reach — A.h, my brave hoy ’ and perhaps thou art tli\M*lf saeri- 
ticed, like a yontliful Samson among the rebellious riiihstiucs.- 
But I will not be Jong behind thee, Albert.” 

Everard hastenetl to the door, ho])iiig to obt.iin from the guard, 
to whom his name and rank might he known, some explanation 
of the noise, winch seemed to announce some dreadful catas- 
trophe. 

Blit Nehemiah Holdenongh, whose. rest had been broken by 
the truin])et which ga^'e signal for the explosion, appeared in the 
very acme of horror — “ It is the trumpet of llie Archangel C’ h(» 
cried, — “it is the cnishing of this world of elements — it i« the 
summons to the Jiidgineiit-sent ' The dead are ribeyiiig the eall — 
they are ivith us— the^ are amongst ns — they arise in tlieir bodily 
frames — they come to summon ns 

As he sjiokc, his eyes were iiveM upon Dr. Rochochffe, who 
stood directly opposite to him In rising hastil\, the cap which 
he commonly wore, according to a custom th«*n usual both among 
clergymen and gownmen of a ciiil profession, had c'seaped from 
his head, and carried with it the large silk patcli which he pro- 
bably wore for Ui<» purimseof disguise ; for the cheek winch was 
disclosed was unsearrod, and the eye as good as that which was 
usually uncovered. 

Colonel Everard returning fi'om the door, endcavonri'd in \aiii 
to make Master IloMenougb eomprehoiul what he learneil from 
the giianl without, that the explosion had involved onlv the death 
of one of Croiiiw'oirs soldiers. The Presbyterian divine con- 
tinnod to stare wuhlly at him of the Episcf^pal persuasion. 

But Dr. Hf»eheeliffe heard and understood the new s brought 
by Colonel Everard, and, relieved from the instant anxiety w'hicli 
bail kept him stationary, he advanced tow'ards the retiring Cal- 
s mist, extending his hand in the most friendly manner. 

“Axonl thee-- Avoid thet' said Holdeiiough, “the living 
ma;> imt ]oin hands with the dead ’* 

“ But I,” said Koehecliffe, “ am as much alive as you are.” 

“Thou alive’— thou I Joseph Albany, whom my own e\cs 
saw prt'eipitated from the battlementa of Chdeathrow Castle I ” 

“ Ay,” answered the Doctor, “ but jou did not see me swim 
ashore on a maisli covered witli sedges — futjtt ad nafices — after a 
manner winch I will explain to you another time.” 

lloldenough touched his hand wdth doubt and uncertainty. 
“ Thou art indeed warm and alive,” ho said, “ and yet afh'r so 
many blows, and a fall so tremendous — thou canst not be wy 
Jo.v*)ih Albany.” 

“ I am Joseph Albany Rocheeliffe,” said the Doctor, “ become 
so in virtue of my mother’s little estate, which fines and confis- 
cations liave made an end of.” 
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“ Viid Js it .so indeed’*’ said HoIderiou;;iij “■aiid ha>e 1 r<*- 
ciivi'ri'd niino old elinin 

“ Even so,” refilled llocheidiffe, “ bv tlie saini* token 1 uji- 
peared to you in the Miiror Chamber — Thou \kert mi ludd, Ne- 
heiniali, that our wholt* seliemc would ha\ e bcTii shipwiveked, 
had 1 not appeared to thee in the shape of a departed friend. 
\'et, believe me, it went af^ainst inv heart to do it.’* 

“ Ah, fie on thee, fie on thee,” said Holdenuu;;]!, throwinp; 
himself into his arms, and elaspinfr him to his bosom, thou 
wert ever a nau;rhty wacj. Iftiw eouldst thou jilay me sueh a 
trick t — Ah, Albany, dost tliou remember Dr. I’urefoy and Cams 
Collepro I” 

Marry, do I,” said the Doctor, thrusting his arm through the 
Presbyterian di%ine*s, and guiding him to a seat apart from the 
fitlier prisoners, who witnessed this scene with much surpris*'. 

Remt‘inber Ciiiiis College !” said Rochecliffe, av, and the 
good ale we drank, and our parties to mother HuffcapV.” 

Vanity of vanities,*’ said Holdenough, smiling kindly at the 
same time, and still holding his recovered friend’s arm enclosed 
and hand-locked in his. 

“ But the breaking tlic Principal’s orchard, so cleanly done,” 
said the Doctor ; " it was the first plot 1 ever framed, and much 
w'ork I had to prevail on thee to go into it.” 

** Oh, name not that iniquity,” said Nehemiah, ** since 1 may 
well say, ii3 the pious Master IBaxter, that these boyish ofl'enccs 
have had their punishment in later years, inaHiimch as that inor- 
dinate appetite for fruit hath produced stomachic afiectioiis under 
which I y et labour.” 

“ True, true, dear Nehemiah,” said llocheclifie, « but care not 
for them — a dram of brandy will correct it all. Mr. Baxtc*r was,” 
— ho w'as about to say ** an ass,” but checked himself, and <»nly 
filled up the sentence with ** a good man, I dare say, but«o>er 
scrupulous.” 

So they sat down together the best of friends, and for half an 
hour talked with mutual delight over old college stories. By 
degrees they got on the politics of the day ; and though then they 
unclasped their hands, and there occurred between tliem such 
expressions as, “ Nay, my dear brother,” and, “ there 1 muht 
needs differ,” and, “ on this point I crave leave to think yet a 
hue and cry against the Indciiendents and other sectanste being 
started, they followed like brethren in full hollo, and it was hard 
to guess which was most forward. Unhappily, in the course of 
this amicable intercourse, something was mentioned about the 
bishopric of Titus, which at once involved them in the doctrinal 
question of Church Government, Then, alas ! the floodgates 
were opened, and they show^ered on each other Greek and He- 
brew texts, while their eyes kindled, their cheeks glowed, their 
hands became clenched, and they looked more like fierce polemics 
about to rend each oner’s eyes out, than Christian divines* 
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R«i;(i*r Wildrnke, }>\ making Mmsrlf au au(htt>r of the debate, 
contrived to Hu^ineiit its violence. He took, of course, a most 
decided part in a iiuestnm, tlie morila of a\1iic1i were totally 
unknown to him. Somewhat overawed by lloldcnoughV leady 
oi*atory and It'arnin!;, the cavalier watched with a face of 
anxiety the conn teii.incc of Dr Rochechffe; but when ho saw the 
proud eye and sLead\ hi'anii" of the Kfiiscojial chnmiuon, and 
heard him answer (ireok w'lth Gn*ek, and Hebrew with Hebrew, 
Wildrake backed his ar^uiiicuits as he closed them, with a stout 
rai> uf)on the b<‘Tieh, and au exultin^r lauf^h iii the face of tlie 
anta^'oiiist. It was with sorin' diiticulty that Sir Henry and 
(kdonel Everaid, havirm at h*n"tli ainl reluctaiitU interfered, 
prevailed on tin* two alu'iiated triends to ad|ourn their disputi', 
rem(fviiii» at tin- same time to a disUiiice, and re;;:irdin^ each other 
with looks III wliicli old friendship appeared to have totally given 
wa,> to mutual aoinnisity. 

jiiit w'liile tln*v sat lower mg on <*ach otlu r, and longing to renew 
a contest ill wiiich each claimed the vict(n*y, Tearsfui imtered the 
jirisoii, and in a low and ti-ouhli-d -voice, desired the persons 
whom it contained to jirepare fur mslant dcatli 

Sir lli-iiry Di-e received the doom with the stern coinposun- 
whi(*h he hail hitherto displaced. Colonel Kverard attempted 
the interposition of a strong and n-sentfiil ajipeal to the Parlia- 
ment, against the judgiiK'ntof the court-martial and the General. 
Hut i'earson declined to receive or transmit any such remon- 
strance, and W'lth a <le|octud look and mien of melancholy pre- 
sage, n-iiew ed his exhortation to them to prepare for the hour of 
noon, and withdrew from the prison. 

The Operation of this intelligence on the two clerical disputants 
w'as more romarkablo. They gazed for a moment on each other 
W'lth eyes in which repentant kindness and a feeling of generous 
shaifipe quenched every lingering feeling of resentment, and join- 
ing m the mutual exclamation — ^ My brother — my brother, I 
have binned, 1 have sinned in ofifendliig tliec ! they ruslied into 
each otlier’s arms, bhed team as they demanded each other's for- 
giveness, and, like two w'arriurs, who sacrifice a pemonal quarrel 
to discharge their duty against the common enemy, they recalled 
nobler ideas of their sacred character, and assuming the part 
which best became them on an occasion so melancholy, began to 
exbort those around tliem to meet the doom that had been 
announced, with tlie firmness and dignity which Christianity alone 
uan'give. 
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C lIAPTEK XXXV n 


i>riiiCL*, t'tificl Cjiin> cmd, 

\(ML<nni. til oiir Ltiitl, 

Aiui tii\ ihi. non inli* .isulv. 

Itu tllUIL tilC tlllVl lOii 

liiiUiul oj Sir (litnlcs Jiamitti 

Tiih liour n|)|)()iiitr(l for had hooii Imij; past, and it 

was alM)ut li^L• in tin* oveniii;', wJion Hjf J*rolrctor hiiiiinionod 
Poarsnii t<i Ins ]»rt si*iu*f He witli fi*ar and ridiudani't', un- 
curtain liuw lie ini^lit i»f* iM‘t*civuil Aftir riMiiannn^ about a 
quarter of an liour, flio aido-do-camp returned to Vietor Lt'o's 
parhrtir, wljere lu* found the old soldier, Zerubhabel llobms, in 
.'itt on dance for his rotuin. 

“■ Ilow is Ohvci f" saiil the old man, anxiousl;^. 

“ AV'ln, well,” answered l*earson, ‘'and hath asked no ques- 
tuins ol the exceiitioii, but nuiii^ coneernin;' the reports w'c have 
been able to make re^ardiii^ the diehi ot th(‘ }oiin^ Man, and ih 
mucdi moved at Ihinkinjtt he must now be beyond laiiNuil. Also 
I i'a^e hull ctTtuiii [lapern htdoiiging to the malignant l)u(*tor 
lloeheclilh*.'* 

“ Then will I venture ujion him,” said the adjutator; “ w» 
g]\i‘ me u napkin that I may look like a sewer, and letch up tiie 
lood wliieli 1 directed shraild he in roadine&e.” 

Two tiHifijicrs attended accordingly with a ration of heef, such 
as was dislrilmtcd to the private aoldiers, and dressed alter their 
iashioii — pewter jiot of ale, a trc*ncher with i-alt, black ])epper, 
and a loal of aininuiiition bread. “ Come with me,” h<* said to 
Pcarsou, "and fear not — Noll loves an innocent jest.” Hi' boldly 
entered the Generars sleeping apartment, and said aloud, " Arise, 
thou that art called to be a judge in Israel — let there be no more 
folding of the liands to sleep. Lo, 1 come as a sign to thee ; where- 
fore arise, cat, drink, aud let thy hc*art bo glad within thee, for 
thou shalt cat witli joy the food of him that lahoureth in the 
trenches, seeing that smee thou w'ert commander over the host, 
tlie poor bcntinel hath had such provisions as 1 have now placed 
for thine own refrebhment.” 

" Truly, brother Zerubhabel,” said Cromwell, accustomed to 
such starts of enthusiasm among his followers, " wc would w'ish 
that it were so ; neither is it our desire to sleep soft, nor feed 
more highly than the meanest that ranks under our banners. 
Verily, thou hast chosen well for my refreshment, aud the smell 
of the ftH>d is savoury in my nostrils.” 

He arose from the bed, on which he had lain down half dresmd, 
and wrapping his cloak around him, sate down by the bedside, 
aud partook heartily of the plain food which was prepared for 
him. While he was eating, Cromwell commanded Pearson to 
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finitili hitii report — You need uot desist for the presence of a 
worthy soldier, whose spirit is as iny hpirit.** 

** Nay, hut,” interrupted liuhms, you are to know that (jlil- 
bert Pearsou hath not fully executed thy cominands, touching a 
part of tlioso inaligiiaiitb, all of whom should have died at noon."' 

“ What execution — what malignants 1” said Croiiiwcll, la^uig 
down his knife and fork. 

^ Those 111 the pn»ion here at Woodstock,” answered Zerub- 
babel, whom your Excel leucy commanded should be executed 
at noun, as taken in the fact of rebellion against tlic Common- 
wealth.” 

^ Wretch !” said Cromwell, starting up and addressing Pear- 
son, " thou hast not touched Mark Everard, m whom there was 
no guilt, for he was deceived by him who passed betw'een^us — 
iieitlier hast thou put forth thy hand on the pragmatic Presbv- 
terian minister, to liave all those of Uieir classes cry sacrilege, and 
alienate them from us for ever 1” 

“ If your Excellency wish them to hve, they live — their life 
and death are in the power of a word,” said Pearson. 

'^Enfranchise tliem; 1 must gain the Presbyterian mten^sl 
over to us if I can.” 

" Rochecliffe, the arch-plotter,” said Pearson, " I thought to 
have executed, but” 

^ Barbarous man,” said Cromwell, " alike ungrateful and im- 
politic — wouldst thou have destroyed our decoy-duck 1 This doctor 
is but like a well, a shallow one indeed, but something deeper 
than die springs which discharge their secret tribute into his 
keepi^ ; then come 1 with a pump, and suck it all up to the open 
air. Enlarge him, and let him have money if he wants it. 1 
know his haunts; he can go nowhere but our eye will be upon 
him. — But you look at each other darkly, as if you had more to 
say than you durst. 1 trust you have not done to death Sir Henry 
Lee 1” 

" No. Yet the man,” rephed Pearson, " is a confirmed ma- 
lignant, and” 

'' Ay, but he is also a noble relic of the ancient English Gen- 
tleman,” said the General. 1 would 1 knew how to win the 
favour of that race. But we, Pearson, whose royal robes are 
the armour which wo wear on our bodies, and whose leading- 
staves are our sceptres, are too newly set up to draw die respect 
of the proud malignants, who cannot brook to submit to less than 
royal lineage. Yet what can they see in the longest kingly line 
in Europe, save tliat it runs back to a successful soldier 1 I grudge 
that one man should be honoured and followed, because ho is tho 
descendant of a victorious commander, while less honour and alle- 
giance is paid to another, who, in personal qualities, and, m suc- 
cess, might emulate the founder of his rival’s dynasty. Well, 
Sir Henry Lee lives, and shall live for me. His son, indeed, hath 
dewrved the death which he has doubdess sustained,” 
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“My lord,'* ntammercd PearRon,*“ since your Excellency has 
found I am right in suspending your order in so many ir.stance*^. 
1 trust }ou will not blame me in this also-^l thought it best to 
await more special orders.” 

“ 'riiou art in a mighty merciful humour this morning, 1 ’ear- 
sun,” said Cnuuvvell, not entirely satisfied. 

“ If your Excellency pit'ase, the halter is ready, and so is the 
provost-marshal.” 

“ Nay, if such a bloody fellow as thou hast spared him, it 
would ill become me to destroy him,” said the (.leneral. Eut 
then, here is among llochechffe’s ]>apei-> the cugagenieiil of 
twenty desperadoes to take us off — some example ought to hi 
made.” 

“ My lord,” said Zeruhbabel, ^ consider now how often this 
young mail, Albert Lee, hath been near }ou, nay, probably, qinii* 
close to >ouv Excellency, in these dark passages, which he knew, 
and we did not. Had he been of an assassin’s nature, it would 
have cost him but a pistol-shot, and the light of Israel was ex- 
tinguished. Nay, in the unavoidable cunfiisioii which must have- 
ensued, the sentinels iiuitting tliidr |>obts, ho might have had a 
fair chance of escape.” 

“ Enough, Zeruhbabel ; he lives,” said the General “ He 
shall remain in custody for some time, however, and be then 
banished from England. The other two are safe, of course ; for 
you would not dream of considering such paltry fellows as fit vic- 
tims for my revenge.” 

“ One fellow, the under-keeper, called Joliffc, deserves death, 
however,” said Pearson, “ since he has frankly admitted that he 
slew honest Joseph Tomkins.” 

“ He deserves a reward for saving us a labour,” said Crom- 
well ; “ that Tomkins was a most double-hearted villain. I have 
found evidence among these papers here, that if we had lost the 
fight at Worcester, we should Imve had reason to regret that we 
ever trusted Master Tomkins — ^it was only our success which 
anticipated Ins treachery — write us down debtor, not creditor, to 
Joceliiie, an you call him so, and to his qnarterstaff.” 

“ There remains the sacnlcgious and graceless cavalier who 
attempted youi Excellency’s life last night,” said Pearson. 

“Nay,” said the General, “that were stooping too low for 
revenge. His sword had no more power than hi^ he thrusted 
with a tobacco-pipe. Eagles stoop not at mallards, or wild-drakes 
either.” 

“ Yet, sir,” said Pearson, “ the fellow should be punished as a 
libeller. The quantity of foul and pestilential abuse which we 
found in his pockets makes me loth he should go altogetlier free 
— Please to look at them, sir.” 

“ A most vfle hand,” said Oliver, as he looked at a sheet or 
two of our friend Wildrake’s poetical luiscelliuiies — ** The very 
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handwriting fiOoniR hi be drunk, and the very poetry not sober 
— Wliat liavL* wc hen* * 

* When 1 vraq a yniinu lad, 

Mv tiirtiinv - 

If c Li J do i»cJl, 'tis 11 lA under — 

Why, what trash is this? — and then again — 

‘ Nfiw a iil.iKiu* on the noli 
Of old politu Noll < 

\Vi >»il) finiik till we hnner 
In triuni]ili back, the Knit; ' 

In triiOi, if it could he d<»ne that Ti\ay, tins jioct would l»o a stout 
chciin|iion Ciivr the poor kiia\o hve pioct^s, Pearson, and bid 
him go soil his liallaiU If lu* conic i%itbin twenty inilos of our 
person, tliougli, we will liave him flogged till the blood runs dow'ii 
to his lieels.'* 

There rcinams only one sentenced jiorson,” said l*carsoii, 
‘‘a noble w'olf-boiiiid, finer than aiiv vour Exeel h ne\ saw in 
Ireland lie belongs to tlie old knight Sir Henry J-.ee. Should 
your Excellency not ilesire to keep the tine creature } ourself, 
might i prt‘sunie to beg that 1 might have lea've^” 

“No, Pearson,” said Cromwell; “the old man, so faithful 
himself, shall not he d(’]iriv(*d of his faithful tlog. — 1 woiiM J had 
any creature, were it hut a dog, that followed me bccaubc it loved 
me, not for what it could make of mo.’' 

“ Your Excellency is unjust to your faithful soldiers,” said 
Zerubhubcl, bluntly, “who fidlow jou like dogs, fight for you 
like dogs, and have the grave of a dog on the sjiot where they 
happen to fall.” 

“How now, old grumbler,” said the General, ‘^wliat means 
this eliange of note 

“ Corporal llumgudgcon's remains are loft to moulder under 
the mins of yonder tower, and Tomkins is tlimst into a liole m 
a thicket like a beast.” 

True, true,” said Cromwell, “ they shall be removed to the 
churchyard, and every soldier shall attend with cockades of sea- 
green and blue ribbon — Every one of the non-commissioned 
officers and adjutators shall have a mourning-scai'f ; w'g oiirbolves 
will lead the procession, and there shall be a proper dole of wine, 
burnt brandy, and rosemary. Sec that it is done, Pearson. After 
tlie funeral, Woodstock sliall be dismantled and destroyed, that 
its recesses may not again afford shelter to rebels and lualig- 
nants.” 

The commands of tlie General were punctually obeyed, and 
when the other prisoners were dismissed, Albert Lee remained 
for some time in custody. He went abroml after his liberation, 
entered in King Charles’s Guards, where he was promoted by 
that monarch. But his fate, as we shall see hereafter, only 
allowed him a short though bright career. 
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We I'eturii to the liberation of the other jirisoners from Wood- 
Siloek. Tilt* dm lies, cuinjdftfly reconciled to e«acb other, re- 

treated arm in arm to the ]>arsoi]nfri>-]ioiise, formerly the rmt- 
deiieo oi i)r. Ihu*h»‘ehfte, hut whieli he now visited as the fruost 
of his sueee-isor, Neheiiusih lIo]deiiou£;h. The Presli^ teriaii had 
no sooner installed his iriend under his root, than he ur^ed upon 
him ail offer to partake it, and llic income annexed to it, as his 
own. Dr. Roelieeliffe was inueh jitfeeted, hut wisely lejcotcd 
the Reiitrous offer, eoiisideiini^ tin* diflereiiec of tlit*ir tenets on 
Cliureli piMTJiiiieiit, which each csitertamed as r( huioiisly as Ins 
creed Another dehate, thoiii;h a lii»lit one, on the buh]eet of 
the ofhci (it lh'«hops in tiu* Piinntne iTuirch, eonfiniied liini in 
his resoliilioii. The\ part d tin* next day, and tlieir friendship 
reni.iined undistiirbeil hy coiitnnersy till ISlr. 1 Loldenotif;irs 
death, in Itiod ; a harinoiiy which iniy;lit he m home d(*^i'e(* ow- 
iii^ to th(‘ir nevi'C iii(‘(*tiii" attain after their iinpi isoiimeiit. Dr. 
Rochechtte was restored to his living aftei the Ri*hturatioii, and 
asei'tided from tlienei* to high elerieal pridcTtnent. 

'I’lie iiil(*rior personaiies of tin* grand jail-d(*lhery at Wood- 
stock Loilge easil) toimd theiiiselve?* temporary accominodations 
m tin* town among old aeipianit.'uice ; but no oiu* ventured to en- 
tertain tin* old kiiurht, lUidtTstood to be so mueh under the dis- 
pleasure of the ruling powera; and even the innkeeper of the 
(jeorgt*, wlio had been one of his I* nants, Hearet* dared to admit 
him to the eoiumon privileges of a traveller, wdio lias food and 
lodging for his inoiiey. Everard atlciided him unreqncsted, uii- 
pcrinitted, hut also unforhidden. The heart of the old man had 
been turin*d oiici* more towardn him when In* learned how In* had 
boliavi'd at the Diemurable rencontre at the king b Oak, and baw 
that he was an object of the enmity, rather than the favour, of 
Cromwell. Dut there was another becret feeling which tended 
t(j reconude him to his nephew — the consciouHoess that Everard 
shared with him the deep anxiety which he experienced on ac- 
count of Ins daughter, who had not yet returned from her doubt- 
ful and perilous ej^peditioii. lie felt that he lumself would per- 
haps he unable to discover where Alice had taken refuge during 
the late events, or to obtain her deliverance if she was taken into 
custody. He wished Everard to offer him his service in making 
a search for her, but shame prevented his preferring the re- 
quest ; and Everard, who could not suspect the altered state of 
his uucie*s mind, was afraid to make the proposal of assistance, 
or even to name the name of Alice. 

The sun had already set — they sat looking each other in the 
face in silence, when the tramplmg of horses was heard — there 
was knocking at the door — ^there was a light step on the stair, 
and Alice, the subject of thoir anxiety, stood before them. She 
threw herself joyfully into her father's arms, who glanced his eye 
heedfully round the room, as he said in a whisper,^^ Is all safet” 
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“ Safe and out of danger, aa I tni-jt,” replied Alice — ** I ha\ c a 
token for } ou 

Her eye then rented on Everard— she blushed, was emborrasb- 
ed, and bilent. 

“ You need not fear your Pn^sbj terian cousin," sai<l the knight, 
\Mth a good-humoured bmile,“he has himself proved a confessor 
at least for loyalty, and ran the risk of being a martyr.’* 

She pulled from her bosom the royal rescript, written on a 
small and soiled piece of paper, and tied round a worsted 
thread instead of a seal. Such as it was, Sir IJoiiry ere he opened 
it pressed the little packet with oriental veneration to his lips, to 
his heart, to his forehead ; and it was not before a tear had dropt 
tin it that he found courage to open and read the billet. It was 
in these words : — 

IxiYAL OUR MUCH ESTREMT.I) FrIKND, AND OVlt. TRUbTY SviUECT, 

It having become known to us that a pur|iosc of marriage has 
beeu entertained betwixt Mrs. Alice Lee, your only daughter, 
aud Markham Everard, £s<{. of Eversly Chase, her kinsman, and 
by affiancy your nephew : And being assured that this match 
would be highly agreeable to you, had it nut been for certain re- 
spects to our service, which induced you to refuse your consent 
thereto — We do therefore acquaint you, that, far from our affairs 
suffering by such an alliance, wro do exhort, and so far as w'e may, 
require you to consent to the same, as you would wish to do us 
good pleasure, and greatly to advance our affairs. Leaving to 
you, nevertheless, as becometh a Christian King, the full exer- 
cise of your own discretion conceniing other obstacles to such an. 
alliance, which may exist, iiideptmdent of those connected with 
our service. Witness our hand, together w'ith our thankful re- 
collections of your good services to our latc« Royal Father as well 
as ourselves, 

“ C. R.” 

Long and steadily did Sir Henry gaze on the letter, so that it 
might almost seem as if ho were getting it by heart. He then 
placed it carefully in his pocket-book, and asked Alice the account 
of her adventures of the preceding night. They were briefly told. 
Their midnight walk through the ChEiBO had been speedily and 
safely accomplished. Nor liad tho King once made the slightest 
relapse into the naughty Louis Kemeguy. When she had seen 
Charles and his attendant set off, she had taken some repose in 
the cottage where they parted. With the morning came news 
that Wo^tock was occupied by soldiers, so that i*etuni thither 
might have led to danger, suspicion, and enquiry. Alice, there- 
fore, did not attempt it, but went to a house in the neighbour- 
hood, inhabited by a lady of established loyalty, whose husband 
had been major of Sir Henry Lee’s regiment, and had fallen at 
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the bottle of Xanel)\. Mrs A>lmerwas a BciiHlhle woman, and 
indeed the iioeessities of the siiii;iilar limes had sharpened every 
one's faeiiltieh for stratagem and intrigue. She sent a faitlilii] 
ser'anl 1(» scout about tin* mansion at Woodstock, who no sooner 
Paw the prisoners disniisbcd and in Rafety, and ascertained the 
I night's destination for the e\ening, than he carried the news to 
his mistress, and by licr orders attiuided Alice on horseback to 
join her father. 

There uaa seldom, pcrliaps, an evening meal made in suHi ab- 
solute hileiice as h\ tins embarrassed party, each oeciipu'd with 
their ui^n thouglits, and at a loss how to iathoiu tliose of tiie 
others. At length the hour came when Alice felt herself at lihort} 
to retire to repose after a da\ so latiguiug. Everard handed her 
to the door of her apartment, and was then himself about to take 
leave, when, to his surprise*, his uncle asked him to return, pointed 
to a cliair, and guing him the King's letter to read, fixed his looks 
on him steadily during tin* perusal ; deteriiiined that if he could 
discover aught shoi't of the utmost delight in the reading, the 
coniinaiids of the King himself should ht' disobc\ed, rather than 
Alice should he sacrificed to one wdio received not her hand as 
the greatest blessing earth had to bestow. Hot the f<‘atures of 
Everard indicated jovful ho[»c, even hevond what the father could 
have anticipated, yet mingled with surprise ; and when he raised 
hiH eve to the knight's with timidit) and doubt, a smile was on 
Sir IJeiiry's countenance as ho hii>ke silence. “ The King," he 
said,'’* had ho no other subject in England, should dispose at will 
of those of the house of Lee. Ifut mt thinks the family of Everard 
have not been so devoted of late to the crown as to comply with 
a miindate, inviting its heir to inarr^ the daughter of a beggar." 

" The daughUu of Sir Jleurv Lee," baid Everard, kneeling to 
his uncle, .‘ind perforce kissiug his hand, ** would grace the house 
of a duke.*' 

“ The girl i - wtII enough," said the knight proudly ; " for my- 
self, m\ p'lvi rtv •'hall iieiilier Miame nor encroach on my friends. 
Some few pi(*ces I have by Doctor llochecliffo'a kindness, and 
Jocelinc and 1 will strike out something.*’ 

" Nay, my dear uncle, you are richer than you think for,” said 
Everard. " That part of your estate, winch my father redeemed 
for jiayment of a moderate caniposilion, is still your own, and 
held by triiste»*s in your name, myself lioing one of them. You 
are only our debtor for an advance of monies, for which, if it will 
content you, we will count with you like usurers. My father is 
incapable of profiting by making a bargain on lus own account for 
the (*6tate of a distressed friend ; and all this you would have 
learned long since, hut that yiiu wrould not — 1 mean, time did not 
serve for explanation — I mean” 

** You mean I was too hot to hear reason, Mark, and I believe 
it is very true. But 1 think wc understand each other nov. To- 
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morrow 1 go wjth my family to Kingston, wliorc is an old house 
1 may still rail mine*. Como thither at thy h'lsuro, Mark, — or 
thv h(*bt speed, as ilioii wilt — ^but conio with thy father’s con- 
Wllt." 

“ With my father in person/* said Everard, “ if you wdll 
permit ” 

“ He that,” answered the knight, " as he and jon w’lll- - 1 think 
Joceliiie will searee shut the door m thy face, or Hevis growl as 
lie dnl after poor Louis Kenieguy. — Nay, no more raptures, but 
gond-night, Mark, good-night ; and if thou art not tired with the 
iatiguc of yesterday — why, if you appear here at seven in tlie 
niorumg, I think wo must hear with ^our conijiaiiy on the King* 
Btoxi road.” 

Onee more Everard pressed tlu* knight’s hand, eare'ssed He\is, 
who received his kindness graeiousl^, and w'ent home to dreams 
of liapjaness, which wei*c realized, as far as this motley world 
permits, within a few* montlis afterwards. 


CHAPTER XXXVIIT. 

- Mv life wasrif d. piece 
Spent ill juur Btrrn.e— «hmiJ! at your fett 

Jfon St'bMtnin 

Years rush hy us hk<* the wind. We see not whence the eddy 
comes, nor wliithi'rwiu’d it is teudiiig, and wo seem ourselves to 
witness their flight w*ithout a sense that w e are changed ; and 
^et Time is beguiling man of lus strength, os the winds rob the 
woods of their foliage. 

After tho marriage of Alice and Markham Everanl, tlic old 
knight resided near them, in au ancient manor house, belonging 
to the I'cdeemed portion of his estate, where Joccluie and Pha*be, 
now man and wife, with one or two domestics, regulated the 
affairs of his household. When ho tired of Shakspeare and soli- 
tude, he w*as ever a welcome gue^^t at his son-in-law’s, where ho 
went the more frequently that Markham had given up all con- 
cern in public affairs, disa]iproving of the forcible dismissal of the 
Parliament, and nubmittiiig to Cromwell’s hubsequent domination, 
rather as that which was the lesser evil, than as to a government 
which ho regarded as legal. Cromwell seemed ever willing to 
show himself his friend ; but Everard, resenting highly the pro- 
posal to deliver up the King, wrhich he coiibidered as an insult to 
liis honour, never answered such advances, and became, on the 
contraryi of the opinion, which was now generally prevalent in 
the nation, that a settled government could not bo obtained with- 
out tho recall of the banished family. There is no doubt tliat the 
personal kindness which he had received from Charles, rendered 
him the more readily disposed to such ameasure. He was peremp- 
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tory, however, in decliiiiiif; all engec^-nientB during Oliver life, 
whose power he considered iih too tirinly fixed to he sliakeii by 
any plots which could be ftirnied agai]i*<t it. 

Meantime, W'lldrake coiitiiiui'd to be l'.\erard*s protected 
dependent as bel«ire, tliougli sometimes the coiineMon temled not 
a little to Ins inconveiiieiicc. That respectable person, indeed, 
w'liilc he i'emaiiic<l stationary in his patron's house, or that ol‘ the 
old knight, discharged mail} little dutic's lu the family, and won 
Alice’s heart by Ins attontioii to the children, teaching the ho}s, 
of whom they liad tliri‘t‘, to ride, fence, toss the pikt*, and iiiaiiv 
similar exercises ; and, abovi' all, tilling up a gieal blank in Ium' 
father's existeiiis*, w’ltli whom In* pla,M‘d at clie.ss and hack gam- 
mon, or read Shakspeare, or was clerk to pra.^ers wlu-n any 
seqiuSitiated di\me ventured to read the service* <»f the ('liurch. 
Oi he found game fur him while the old gentleman continued to 
go a-Kportiiig ; and, especially he talked over the storninig of 
iirentfeu'd, and the haltles of Kdgchill, Banbury, Ibmndviay -dnwii, 
and others, themes which the agc'cl eaxahor delighted in, hut 
vhich he could not so well enter upon with C'olonel Kvirard, who 
^had gained his lauri'ls in tlie ParliaTnent serviei*. 

The assistance which he recsnvcsl from W'lldrake's .society 
eame more necessary, alter Sir Henry was deprived of his gal- 
pnt and only .sou, who wa.s slam in the fatal battle of Dunkirk, 
'ere, unhappily, English colours wc*re disjdayed on both tin* 
intending sides, the French being th(*ii allit*d with Oliver, wlio 
nt to tlicir aid a body of auxiluiries, and tlu* troops of the 
pushed King fighting m behalf of thu Spaniards. Sir I leiiry 
eived the melancholy news like an old man, that is, with more 
emal composure tlian could have* been anticiinited. He dwelt 
^ weeks and mouths on the hncs forwarded by the indefatigable 
k Hochecliffe, superscribed in small letters, c n., and subscrilied 
^uJs Kemeguy, in which the* writer conjured him to endure tins 
istimable loss with the greater firiiiucsb, that he had still left 
) son, (intimating himself,) who would always regard him as a 
Lther. 

But in spite of this balsam, sorrow, acting imperceptibly, and 
sucking the blood like a vampire, seemed gradually drying up the 
springs of life ; and, without any formed illness, or outward com- 
plaiiit, the old man’s strength and vigour gradually abated, and 
the ministry of Wildrakc pTOved daily more indispensable. 

It was not, liowev<*r, always tfi be had. The cavalier w'as one 
of those happy persons whom a strong constitution, an unreflect- 
ing mind, and exuberant spirits, enable to play tiirough their 
whole lives tlie part of a schoolboy — happy for the moment, and 
careless of consequences. 

Once or twice every year, when he had collected a few pieces, 
the Cavaliero Wildrake made a start to London, w*hcre, as he de- 
scribed it, he went on the ramble, drank as much wine as he could 
oome by, and led a tkddenng life, to use his own plirase, among 
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rovRtPring cavalien; like himaelf, till by Bomo raah speech or wild 
action, he {pit into the Marshalsca, the Fleet, or some other 
priHon, from which hr was to be delivered at the expense of inte- 
rest, money, and sometimes a little reputation. 

At length Croniucll died. Ins non resigned the government, and 
the various changes which followed induced Everard, as well an 
many others, to adopt more active measures in the King’s behalf. 
Everard even remitted considerable Hums for his service, but w'ith 
tlic utmost eautioii,and corresponding with no intermediate agent, 
but w'ith the (lianeellor himself, to whom he communicated much 
useful information u^ion public affairs. With all his prudence he 
was very nearly engaged in the ineffectual rising of Booth and 
Middleton in the west, and with great difficulty escaped from the 
fatal conseqiienecs of that ill-timed attempt. After this, although 
the estate of the kingdom was treldy unsettled, yet no card seemed 
to turn up favoui'able to the royal cause, until the movement of 
General Monk from Scotland. Even then, it was when at thc> 
point of complete hucecss, that the fortunes of Charlies seemed at 
a low'er ebb than ever, especially when iiitelligonce had armed 
at the little Court which he then kept in Brussels, that Alonk. lUi 
arriving in London, had put himself under the orders of tlie Par- 
liament. 

It was at this time, and in the evening, while the King, Buck- 
ingham, Wilmot, and some other gallants of his wandering Court, 
weiv engaged in a convivial party, that the Chancellor (Claren- 
don) suddonlv craved audience, and, entering with less ceremony 
than he w'ould have done at another time, announced extraordi- 
nar\ news. Fur the messenger, he said, he could eniy nothing, 
saving that he appeared to have drunk much, and slept little; 
but that he liad brought a sure token of credence from a man for 
whose faith lie w'ould venture his life. The King demanded to 
see the messenger himself. 

A man entered, with something the manners of a gentleman, 
and more those of a rakehelly debauchee — his eyes swelled and 
inflamed — ^liis gait disordered and stumbling, partly through lack 
of sleep, partly through the means he had taken to support his 
fatigue, lie stagg(*rcd without ceremony to the head of the table, 
seized the King's hand, which he mumbled like a piece of ginger- 
bread ; while Charles, who began to recollect him from his mode 
of salutation, was not very much pleased that their meeting should 
have taken place before so many witnesses. 

" I bring good news,” said the uncouth messenger, "glorious 
news * — ^the King shall enjoy his own again ' — My feet arc beauti- 
ful on the mountains. Gad, I have lived with Presbyterians till 
I have caught their language — but we are all one man’s cliildren 
now — all your Majesty's poor babes. The Hump is all ruined in 
London — Bonfires flaming, music playing, rumps roasting, healths 
dtinking, London in a blaze of light from the Strand to Rother- 
hitlie — tankards clattering'* 
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” Wc can giiesB at tliat,” Raul tlic Duku of Duckinfjrfiam. 

^ My old fiiend, Mark Kvcrard, Rent me off witli Uio xiovrs , 

1 ’ill a villain if I ’\c slept since. Your Majesty recollects me, 1 
am sure Your Majesty remembers, sa — sa — at the King's Oak, 
at Woodstock ? — 

'r>, wv 'll dance, and mns, and plaj, 
l*oT 'l« ill be n ju%oiifi diiv 
Wlieii the Kin;; hhall enjuy his nwn a;;ain ' ** 

“ Master Wildrake, I remember you well,” said the Kuig. ** I 
trust the good nei\M is certain 1” 

Certain ! your Majesty ; did I not hear tlio bells t — did I not 
see the bontii'os {— did I not drink ^our Majesty’s hcaltli so 
often, that my legs ^ould scarce carry me to the wharf 1 It is 
as certain as tliat I am poor Roger Wildrake of Squattlosoa- 
inere, Lincoln.” 

The Duke of Buckingham here whispered to tho King, " I liave 
always suspected your Majesty kept odd company during tlio 
escape from Worcester, but tins seems a rare sample.” 

“ Why, pretty much like yourself, and other company 1 have 
kept here so many years — as stout a heart, as empty a head,” 
said Charles — ^‘as much lace, though somewhat * tarnished, os 
much brass on the brow, and iioarly as much copper in the 
jiocket.” 

" I would your Majesty would intrust this messenger of good 
news with me, to get the truth out of him,” said BucUnghara. 

^ Thank your Grace,” replied tlio King ; " but ho has a will as 
well as yourself, and such seldom agree. My Lord Chancellor 
hath wisdom, and to that wo must trust ourselves. — Master Wild- 
rake, you will go with my Lord Chancellor, who will bring us a 
report of your tidings ; meantime, 1 assure you that you shall bo 
no loser for being the first messengor of good news.” So saying, 
he ^ve a signal to tho Chancellor to take away W'ildrako, whom 
he judged, in his present humour, to bo not unlikely to communi- 
cate some former passages at Woodstock which might rather 
entertain than edify the wits of his court. 

Corroboration of the joyful intelligence soon arrived, and Wild- 
I'akc was presented with a handsome gratuity and small pension, 
which, by the King’s special desire, hod no duty whatever attached 
to it. 

Shortly afterwards, all England was engaged in chorusing Ins 
favourite ditty — 

"Ob, tlie twontT-mntli of Majr, 

It was a glonoua dav, 

Whon the King did eiqoy liia own again “ 

On that memorable day, the King prepared to make his progress 
from Rochester to London, wiUi a reception on tlie part of fais 
subjects 80 unanimously cordial, as made him say gaily, it roust 
have been bis own fault to stay so long away from a oounti^ 
where his arrival gave so much joy. On horseback, betwiat hu 
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brotlien, the I>uk«'S of York and Gloucester, the Restored 
Monarch trode slowly over roads strewn with fli)wer8--by con- 
duits runnini; wine, under triumphal arches, and through streets 
liiing with tapcbtry. There were the citizens in various bands, 
honic arrayed in coats of black velvi't, with gold cliaius ; some in 
Tnihtary suits of cloth of gold, or cloth of silver, followed by all 
those craftsmen who, liaving hooted the father from Whitehall, 
had now come to shout the son into possession of his ancestral 
palace. On his progress through Ulackhcath, he passed that 
army which, so long ionnidable to England herself, as well as to 
Europe, had heeii tho means of restoring the Monarchy which 
their OW'D hands had destroyed. As the King passed tho last hies 
of this formidable host, lie came to an open part of tlie heath, 
where many persons of quality, with others of inferior rank, had 
stationed thcinsclves to gratulale him as he passed towards the 
capital. 

Tliere was ono group, however, which attracted peculiar atten- 
tion from those around, on account of tho respect shown to tho 
party by tho soldiers who kept the ground, and who, whether 
Cavaliers or Roundheads, seemed to contest emuloiisly which 
should contribute must to their accommodation ; for both the elder 
and younger gentlemen of the party liad been distinguished in 
the Civil War. 

It waa a family group, of which the principal figure was an old 
man seated in a chair, having a complacent smile on his face, 
and a tear Bwelliiig to his eye, as he saw the banners wave on in 
interminable succession, and heard the multitude shouting the 
long silenced acclamation, " God save King Charles His cheek 
was ashy pale, and his long beard bleached like the thistle down ; 
his blue eye was cloudless, yet it was obvious that its vision was 
failmg. His motions were feeble, and he spoke little, except 
when he answered the prattle of his ^ndchildren, or asked a 
question of his daughter, who sato beside him, matured in ma- 
tronly beauty, or of Colonel Everard who stood behind. There, 
too, the stout yeoman, Jucehue Joliffe, still in his silvan dress, 
leaned, like a second Beiiaiah, on the quarterstaff that had done 
the King good service in its day, and his wife, a buxom matron 
as she had been a pretty maiden, laughed at her own consequence ; 
and ever and anon joined her shrill notes to the stentorian halloo 
which her husband added to tlie general exclamation. 

Three fine boys and two pretty girls prattled around their 
grandfather, who made them such answers as suited their age, 
and repeatedly passed his withered hand over the fair locks of 
the Uttle darlings, while Alice, assisted by Wildrake, (blazing in 
a splendid dress, and his eyes washed with onl^ a single cup of 
canaiy,) took off the children’s attention from time to time, lest 
Uiey should weary their grandfotfaer. We must not omit one 
other remarkable figure in the group — agiganfie dog, which bore 
tile signs of being at the extremity of canine life, bang perhaps 
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fifteen or sixteen } ears old. But though exhibiting the ruin only 
of his fonner appearance, Ins e^es dim, Iiib joints atifi*, his head 
slouched down, and his gallant carriage and graceful motions ex- 
changed fur a btifr, rheumatic, hobbling gait, the noble hound had 
lost none of his instinctive fondness for his master. To he by 
Sir Henrv’s feet in the siiinnier or hy the fire m winter, to raise 
hiH head to look on him, to lick liis withered hand or his shrivel- 
led check from time to time, seemed fiow all that Bevis hved fop. 

Three or four livery servants attended to protect this group 
from the thronging multitude ; but it needl'd not. The Ingh re- 
spectability and unpretending Rini]ilicity of their appearance gave 
them, even m the eyes of the coarsest of the people, an air of 
patriarchal dignity, which commanded general regai^ ; and they 
sat upon the hank which they had chosen for their station by tho 
way-side, as undisturbed as if the^ had been in their own park. 

And now the distant clarions amiouiieed the Koyal Presence. 
Onward eanie pursuivant and trumpet — onward came plumes 
and cloth of gold, and waving standards displajed, and swords 
gleaming to the sun ; and at length, heading a group of the no- 
blest in England, and supported by his royal brothers on cither 
hide, onward came King ('harles. He had already lialtud more 
than once, in kindiH'ss perhaps as well as policy, to exchange a 
word with persons whom he rf^eoguised among the spectatoiw, 
and the shouts of the bystanders applauded a courtesy which 
seemed so well timed. But when he had gazed an instant on the 
party we have described, it was iinjiiwsiblo, if even Alice had 
been too much changed to be recognised, not instantly to know 
Bevis and his venerable master. The Monarch sprung from his 
horse, and wolkud instantly up to the old knight, amid thunder- 
ing acclamations wdiich rose from the multitudes around, when 
they saw Charles with Ins own hand oppose the feeble attempts 
of Bie old man to rise to do him homage. Gently replacing him 
on his seat — Bless,” he said, ** father — bless your son, who has 
returned in safety, as you blessed him when he departed in dan- 
ger.” 

** May God bless — and preserve” — ^muttered the old man, over- 
come by his foelingfl ; and tlie King, to give him a few momenta* 
repose, turned to Alice — 

“ And you,” he said, my fair guide, how have you been em- 
ployed since our penlous night-walk? But I need not ask,” 
glancing round — in the service of King and Kingdom, bniiging 
up subjects as loyal as their ancestors. — A fair lineage, by my 
faith, and a beau&ul sight to the eye of an English King ! — Colo- 
nel Everard, we shall see you, 1 trust, at WhitehaU f* Here he 
nodded to Wildrake. ^ And thou, Joceline, thou eanst hold thy 
quarterstaff wi^ one hand, sure? — Thrust forward the other 
palm.” 

Looking down in sheer hashfulness, Joceline, like a hull about 
to push, extended to the King, over his lady's shoulder, a hand 
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as broad and hard as a wondcsi trrnchor, winch the Kin^ 
with gold coins. “ Huy a headgear for my friend Plnjcbe witli 
some of thofio/' said Charles ; “ she too has been doing her duty 
to Old England.” 

The King then turned once* more to the knight, who sccTnofl 
making an effort to speak. He took his aged hand in both his 
own, and stoujicd his head towards him to catch his accents, while 
the old man, detaining him writh the otlier hand, said something 
faltering, of \ihich Charles could only catch the quotation — 

** Unthread tlio rude eyt of rebellion. 

And welcome home aKam discarded faith ” 

Extricating himself, therefore, as gently as possible, from a 
scene which began to grow painfully embarrassing, the good- 
natured King said, speaking with unusual distinctness to insure 
tlie old man’s comprehending him, This is something too public 
a place for all we have to say. But if you come not sfiou to sec 
King Charles at Whitehall, he will send down Louis Kernegu} to 
▼iait you, that you may see how* rational that mischievous lad Ls 
become since his travels.” 

So saying, he once more pressed affectionately the old man's 
hand, bowed to Alice and all around, and withdrew ; Sir Henry 
Lee listening with a smile, which showed he comprehended the 
gracious tendency of what had been said. The old man leaned 
back on his seat, and muttered the Nunc dimittas, 

^ Excuse me for liaving made you wait, my lords,” said the 
King, as he mounted his horse; Indeed, had it not been for 
these good folks, you might have waited for me long enough to 
little purpose. — More on, urs.” 

The array moved on accordingly ; the sound of trumpets and 
drums again rose amid tlie acclamations, which liad been silent 
while the King stopped ; while tlie effect of tlie whole procession 
rosomiiig its motion, was so splendidly dazzling, that even Alice’s 
anxietv about her father’s health was for a moment suspended, 
while ner eye followed the long line of varied brilliancy that pro- 
ceeded over the heath. When she looked again at Sir Henry, 
oho was startled to see that his cheek, which had gained somi* 
colour during his conversation with the King, had relapsed into 
earthly paleness; that his oyes were closed, and opened not 
again ; and that his features expressed, amid their quietude, a 
rigidity which is not that of sleep. They ran to his assiBtancc, 
bat it was too late. The light that burned so low in tlie socket, 
had leaped up, and expired in one exhilarating flash. * 

The test must be conceived. I have only to add that his faitli- 
ful dog did not survive him many days ; and that the image of 
Bovis lies carved at his master’s feet, on the tomb which was 
emted to the Memory of Sir Henry Lee of Ditcliley.* 

* See Note H,— BeY» 
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NnrnA, p 4Q Vi<«DirATioN of thr Book of Common rnAVRii, AUAi\hr 

THK CONTUMBLIOUti SlMNDBRS OF TUB FAKaTIL PaBTV TKRMTNO IT PoK- 

klOGB 

The author of thiR BiiiKnlar and rare tract indulgeain the allcRoncal Btjlc, 
till he fairly huntB down the alloffory 

*' But aa for what you mil porridBo, who hatched the name 1 know not. nei- 
ther IB it worth the enquiring after, for 1 hold porridgo gootl food Jt u better 
to a Biek man than moat, for a aick man will nooncr eat pottage than meat 
Pottage will digest with him when meat will not , pottaiie will nounah the 
blood, fill the veins, run into every part of a roan, make him warmer , bo will 
these prayers do, set nur noul and Mnly in a heat, warm our devotion, work 
fervency in ub, lift up our soul to God For there lie herbs of God’a own plant 
ingin our pottage as you call it — the Ten Coniroaudroents, dainty herbs to 
season any pottage in the world , thvro is the Lord a Prayer, and that ua mont 
sweet pot-herb, cannot be denied; then there is also David's herbs, his praveis 
and pains, helps to make our pottage relish well ; the psalm of the blessecl 
Virgin, a good pot-herb. Thungn they be, as some term i>iem, rqpk-crovvff 
pottage, yet they are as sweet, as good, as dainty, and as fresh, os they were at 
the first. The sun hath not made them sour with its heat, neither bath the 
cold water taken away their vigour and strength Compare them with the 
Scriptnres, and aee if they be not as well seasoned and crumlied. If you find 
any thing in them that is either too salt, too fresh, or too bitter, that herb shall 
be taken out and better pnt in, if it can be got, ornono. And as in kitchen pot- 
tage there are many good herbs, so there » likewise in this church pottage, as 
you call it. For first, there » in kitchen pottage good water to make them so , 
on the GontTary, in the other pottage there is the water of life. 2 There is suit 
to season them , so in the other is a prayer of grace to season their hearts. J 
There ii oatmeal to nounsh the body, m the other is the bread ot life 4 There 
IS thyme in them to relish them, ana it u very wholesome— in the other is the 
wholesome exhortation not to harden our heart while it is called to^y This 
rehshctli well. A. There is a small onion to give a taste— m the other is a good 
herb, called Lord have mercy on us These, and many other holy herbs arc 
contained in it, all boiling in the heart of man. will make as good pottage as the 
world can affora, especially if you use these herbs for digestion. The nerb re- 
pentanco, the herb grace, the herb faith, the herb lore, the herb hope, the herb 
good works, the herb feeling, the herb seal, the herb fervency, the herb arden- 
cy, the herb constancy, with many more of this nature, most excellent for 
digestion " Cke ! jam satu In this manner the learned dlriiie hunts his me- 
taphor at a very cold scent, through a pamphlet of six mortal quarto pages. 

NoTXB, p 101. BjBajl-SUPPRRB 

Bere-suppers jfluiun aiTtera) belonged to a species of luxury introduced in 
the jolly days of King James's extravagance, and continued through the sub- 
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neqnout reiitn Tlic iiupper took place at an early hour, six or tereti o'clock at 
latcflt— tliu rcic-BoppcT auH u iiosttiiiiiiiurv banquet, a d'ccut*re, vrhu li 
made its appearance at ten or eleven, and served as an ajwlogj fur prolonging 
the eutcrtaiiimeiit till midnight 

NotbC, p 20G Db Michael Httxibov 

Michael Hudson, i ' ’ chaplain of Kintr Charles I , resembled, 

in his lovalty to tl ' • ■ i monarch, the fictitious tharacter of Dr 

Rochcclifte , and the circuni stances of his death vrcrc copied in the narrative 
of the Proshy tenan’s account of the slaughter of his scliool-fullow -he was 
(.hosen by Charles 1 . along aith John Ash burn ham as Ins guide and attend- 
ant, nhen he adopted the iJl-ad\jscd resolution of Burrcndcring hia person to 
the Scots army 

He Has taken prisoner by the ParUament, remained long in their enstodv, 
and vras treated with great sc vent) He made his escape for about a >car In 
l(i47 , vras retaken, and again escaped in l&lB, and heading an insurrection of 
cavaliers, seized on a strong moated house in Lincolnshire, called Woodford 
House. Tie gained the ]ilnc e witliout resistance . and there are among Peck's 
Desiderata Cunosa several accounts of Ins death, among winch nc shall tran- 
Bcnbe that of Bishofi Kenneth, as the most comet and concise — 

“ 1 have been on the s]M)t,’' saith his Lordsliip and made all possible en- 
quiries, and find that thu rulatiun given by Mr Wood nia} be u little rectified 
and supplied. 

** Mr Hudson and his party did not fly to Woodford, hut bad quietly taken 
possession of it. and held it fora garnson, with a giKid part> of liorse, who made 
a stout defence, and f* • • ‘ paitv of the Parliament at Stum 

lord, till the colonel • .. i * ■ - i * a stronger det.ichincnt, under a 

captain, his own kinsman, who was shot from the house, upon which the Cfilo 
nel hiniBeli cameup to renew the attack, and to demand surrendry, and biunght 
them to capitulate uf>on terms of safe quarter But the csdonel, in base rot nge. 
commanded that they should not spare that rogue Hudson I* |ion winch Hud- 
son fought his wa) up to the leads, and when ho saw they were pushing in 
upon him, threw himself over the battlements ' 'T »• per-* t s-.vs 1 ■ - ',^'t 
bold ol a spout or outstone, land hung by the ' :•• • : ii ; i- 

moat beneath, till they cut off his wrisfs and let him drop, anu then ran down 
to bunt bun in the water, wheiu they found him paddling with his stumps, and 
barbarously knocked him on the head Peck’s Dfsulerala Cunosa^ Hook ix 

Other accounts mention be was refused the pour chanty of coming to die on 
land, by one r.'n i> .h s'-'iant to hpmks the intruder into the parson- 
age A man ■ i . V r a chandler or gn»cer, cut emt the tonmie of the 
unfortunate divine, and showed it as almrhv thrvujli the county Uutit was 
remarked, with vindictive satisfaction, i'eliorouuh was killer 1 v *t-| 1 „r«*- 
ing of his own gun , and that Walker, obliged to abandon his iniJi i 

poverty, became a scorned mendicant. 

Forsomo time a grave was not vouchsafed to the remains of this brave and 
loyal divine, till one of the other party said, *' Since he is dead, let him be 
buried." 


Note D, p. 241 Cannibalik. 

The terrors preceding the civil -vrarn, which agitated the public mind, ren- 
dered the grossest and most exaggerated falsehoods current among the people 
When Charles 1. iwpointed Sir Thomas Lunsford to the situation of Lord 
Lieutenant of the Tower, tho celebrated Jonu LiUbuni takes to himself the 
credit of exciting the pubnc hatred against this officer and Lord Digby, as piti- 
leu hravoea of the most b]nody<4ainacd description, from whom the people 
were to expect nothing but bloodshed and massacre. Of Sir Thomas Lunsibrd, 
in particular, it was reported that hu favourite food was the flesh of children, 
and ho was painted like an ogro in the act of cutting a child into steaks and 
broiling them. The Colonel fell at the siege of Brtetol in 1643^ hut the same 
calumny pnnued bis romains, and the cred^us multitude were told, 


nie post who I 

Riding in a red rocket. 

Old tidings tell how Lunsford fell, 
A hand in ht8 pocket " 


Maay allusions to this report, as well as to the credulity of those who believed 
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it, niaTliC found in thenatires and lamixMiPN of tlie time, aUhou);h, ia\ii Ttr 
(trc>, Luiihlord was a nun ui great loiliriitv, mdunry, and cuuiuet' Autler 
Ha)B, that the {irLailiurt 

’• Made children with their Im h to tiiti lor't, 
bad an tiluod} bones or Lunsford " 

Ihit this extraordinary report is chietlv insisted upon in a comedy railed the 
out Ttooti^ wriitcn by John Laev, the ciuncdinn The scene is laid during the 
civil yvarsof tnuland, and the persons of the drama an clindlv those vrlio vrero 
in arms fur the King Tlie> art reprewntid os plundering the country without 
mercy, which Litry might draw from the life, having, ui fact, begun his caret r 
as a htiiLeMiaiit of cavalry, in the service ot ('harics 1 The troopers find tlu 
pt a*>ants loth to sum iider to them their provisions, on which, in ordir to coni 
pel them, they pretend to be in earnest in the pur]inse* of eating tin children 
A seenc of coarse hut humorous comedy is then introdiieed, which Dean ^wift 
had not, pc'” - *■ ho tic oniiiumded the eating ol the elnldreri 

of thu ]ioor I . • . • V. . the distresses nf then parents 

“ Lienttn ' ■ » i « •■■ ■ ITI make tlu in bring nut all they have, I 
warrant you Do but talk as if wc used to cut children.^ Whv, look lou, giKid 
w unian we do bediev e v on are poor, so we'll make a sbilt with our old «liGl'~y ou 
liHvc children ii* the town^ 

H •iinau W liv do you ask sir^ 

Limlenauf Only have two or three losupiufr Plea flint, you have thu 
hiwt way of cooking children 

Fh‘n-Jitnt 1 can ^Kiwdcr them to make you tasto your liquor I am nevt r 
without a dried child's tongue or ham 
‘ fi omnn O ' bless me < 

FU'a-Jlthi Mine's but the ordinary wav , but Foordfarm is tho man , he 
makes you the savouries! pie ol a child chaldron that was ever eat , 

** Liit}denaut Aplagm < all the world cannot cook a child like Mr Uaggou, 
[a French cook or niesbmaii to the troup. and the buffoon of the pieci 1 
** Botjfjtni Begar me think so , for vat was me bred in the King of Mngol's 
kitchen^ dcrc we kill twenty shUd of a day Take you one shild by both his 
two heels, and put his head between your two knees, and take your knife ami 
slice off all buttocks.— BO fashion ; beuar, that make a de best Scots coUop in 
de world 

“ Luutenant Ah, he makes the best pottage of a child’s head and feet, 
however; but you must boil it with bacou— Woman, you must get bacon 
*' fFonian O Lud— yes, sir ' 

*' Ford And then it roust bo very young. 

" Ltfuienant Yes, yes - Good woman, it must bo a fine squab child, of 
half a year old— a roan child, dust hearf”— TAr (HU Troop, Aci ill. 

After a good deal more to this purpose, the villagers determine to carry forth 
their sheep, poultry. Ac to save their children In the meantime, the Cava- 
liers are iii some danger of being cxos«-hit, as they then called it , that is, 
t caught in their own snare A woman enters, who announces herself thus — • 
” H^'otnan By your leave, your good worships, I have made bold to bring 
y ou in some proviBions. 

** Ford i^visions' whert), where is this provision* 

“ fFoman. Here, if it please you, 1 have brought you acouple of fino fleaby 
children 

*' Coronet. Was ever such a hornd woman ' what shall wo do r 
** Henman. Truly, gentlemen, they are fine squab children, shall 1 tum 
them up ?— they hav e the bravest brawn and buttocks 

Lieutenant No, no , but woman, art thou not troubled to part with thy 
childiwii * 

** fFoman. AlasL sir, they are none of mine, they are only nurse children. 

*' lAiiUenant what a beast is this— whose children are they ? 

** JFoman A laundroM that owes roe fur a year’s nursing , 1 hope they II 
prove excellent meat , they are twins too 
*' Bemu. Aha, but 1 but begar we never eat no twin shild, the law for- 
bid thai.”-/bnfom. 

In this manner the Cavaliers escape from tho embarrassifig consequences of 
their own stratagem, which, as the reader will perceive, has been made use of 
in the text. 



NOTES TO WOODSTOCK. 


NorB K, ]i 3a2 Tub Familists 

Th<( Piimiluts were orinnallv founded ^ David GeoTRe of Delft, an enthU' 
fii.i&t, who boluived hinisulf the MeftHiah They branched off into vanoua sects 
of (irnndIctoniaiiB, Fumilists of the Mountains, of the Valleys, Familists of 
Cape Order, Aec dec , of the Scatteied Flock, dec fto Among doctrines too 
wild and foul to be quoted, they held tho lawfulness of occasional confurmitT 
with any predominant sect when it suited their convenience, of complyiiiK with 
the order of any magistrate, or superior power, however sinful. They auowncd 
the principal doctrines ot Christianity, as a law which had been BU|»oneded bv 
the advent of David George— nay, obeyed the wildest and loosest dictates of 
evil passions, and are said to have practised among themselves the grossest 
iiljcrtuium See Edward’s Oanarcenot Fugitt’s Hereiwijraphiat and a very 
curious work written by Ludovic Clazton, one of tho leaders of the sect, calloii 
the l 0 Ott Sha^ J’oiend,— Small quarto, London, 1G6U. 

Notk F, p. JS3 Patbicr Caskt. 

** You do not know Patrick Carey,** says King Charles in the novel, and, 
what is more singular, Patrick Carey has had two editors, each unknown alike 
to the other, except by name only In 1771> Mr John Murray pnblisbuil 
rarev*s TM>t;niB, from a collection said to lie in the hands ot the Rev, Mr. Piers- 
iiDUit Ciiinp. A very ]tTobablc conjecture is stated, that the author was onlv 
Kiuiwn to private friondship. As late as UUO, the Author of Wavorley, igno- 
lant of the edition of 1771, published a second quarto from an elaborate manu- 
script, though in bod order, apparently the autograph of tho first. Of Carey, 
the second editor, like tho first, only knew tho name and the spirit of the 
verses. He has since been enabled to ascertain that the pc^etlc cavalier was a 
vouiiger brother of the celebrated Henry Lord Carer, who fell at the battle of 
Newberr, and escaped tho researches of Horace wal]>ole. to whose list of 
noble authors lie would have been an imjiortant addition. So completely hns 
the fame of tho great Lord Falkland eclipsed that of his brothers, that this 
brother Patrick hiu been overlooked even bx,gcncalogists. 

Nora G, p. 361 Signal of Danqbb bt thb Tokbn of a Fsatbbii. 

On a mrticular occasion, a lady, snspecting, by tho passage of a body of 
through her estate, that the arrest of her neighbour, Patrick Home of 


by a shcphercl boy. whom she dared not trust with a more explicit meiSBga 
'' anger snarpeiiB the intellect, and this hmt was the oommencemsnt of those 
romantic adventures which gave Orlicl Lady Murray the materials from which 
Kho compiled her account of her grandfather s escape, pnbllshed by Mr. Thomas 
Xhonunn, Depuly-Hcgister of Scotland, The aneraote of tho feather does not 
ucQur there, but the author has often heard it ftoiu the late Lady Diana Scott, 
^he lineal descendant and representative of Patrick Karl of Marchmont. 

Norn H, p. 43a Dnvia. 

It may interest some readers to know that Bevis, the gallant hound, one of 
the handsomest and active of the ancient Huhland deer-iioandi, had his pro- 
tuAipolHia dog called Maida. the gift of the late CAiief of Glengarry to the 
aatliur, A beautiftil sketch of him wos made by Edwin Landseer, and after- 


Wda engraved. 1 cannot su] 


tho avowal of some personal vanity when 


I tbentlon tliat a friend* goug tniouf^ Ifonioh, picked up a common snuff-box, 
such M axe sold for one ou w wh was displayed the form of this Totoraa 

favouHto* sfanply marked a» Der lieblung bund vou Walter Seett. Mr. Laiid- 
is at Blair-Adam, the ^perty of my veuerable firiend, the 
Ehht HommnLbltf Lord Chii.f Commissioner Adam. 


END OF VOLt'IUE XXL 
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